Conservation Corner

The summer days are getting shorter, but La Plata has again been enduring a long dry period with below average rainfall.  Many people in the community have been taking steps to reduce their water consumption which has benefitted the community and their landscapes have been able to withstand the dry summer better.  When dry, turf grass goes dormant, reducing its water needs and also reducing the frequency that mowing occurs.  Native plants and rain gardens add interest to properties, while reducing the landscapes water needs.  In the summer months La Plata uses significantly more water than in the cooler months due to seasonal water use.  Please be aware of your water use. Below are some active landscaping steps you can take to reduce your water consumption, and your utility bill.
Reduce the Turf – Turf grasses consume more water than trees, shrubs, and other plants.  By expanding your garden areas, installing a new rain garden, and planting native plants, you can reduce the amount of water your landscape needs.

Mulch Plants – It adds organic material to soil, helps retain moisture, and keeps roots cool during warm months. 

Remove Weeds – They take ground water away from desired plants. 

Don’t Fertilize – It encourages plants to grow fast and increases water needs.  Instead plant native species that are accustomed to growing in natural conditions and don’t need fertilizer to thrive. 

Reduce tree pruning – Branches keep plants and turf shaded and cooler in summer. 

Plant Shade Trees – New trees will add to the shade of your property keeping you and your landscape cooler.

Replant Lost Plants – If plants have died or are not performing well, plant low water-use and native varieties in place of the failed varieties.
Water Absorption – Incorporate water absorbing crystals into your potting soils and planting projects to extend the time needed between watering.  These hydrogels come in many brand names, but all are the same polymer, polyacrylamide.  It breaks down in 7-9 years into CO2, water, and nitrogen, all good for plants.
Redirect Downspouts – Collect rain water from your roof into rain barrels or cisterns to use for irrigation.  Direct surface water to a low point on your property and build a rain garden.

Watch your watering – Don’t water when it recently rained. Install a moisture sensor on irrigation systems instead of watering on a specific timed schedule.  In La Plata irrigation may only take place between 6pm and 10am, the cooler hours of the day.
Thank you for your help in conserving water.

