Conservation Corner – Holiday Recycling
The holiday season is when most people consume more food and more products than any other time of the year.  Holiday parties leave numerous bottles and cans about our homes.  Presents have more packaging and wrapping than the present itself.  Below are some tips to help you give a gift to our environment as well as loved ones.
· Consider gifts that have high recycled content material, are reusable, are recyclable, are durable.

· Send E-card holiday greetings to reduce physical waste. 

· Consider gifts with minimal packaging.

· Get rechargeable batteries and a battery charger for your electronics. 

· Don’t wrap gifts in materials that are not recyclable, such as foil or metallic papers. Use recycled-content wrapping paper.

· If you send holiday cards, buy recycled-content cards and envelopes. Or make your own cards or gift tags out of last year's cards and the wrapping paper you saved. 

· Use reusable shopping bags. Recycle paper bags and plastic ones at the grocery store. 

· Remove your name from catalog mailing lists. 

· Reuse packaging material when shipping a gift. If you don’t have any, save some this year to use next year. Styrofoam is recyclable. 

· Recycle your tree and wreath. The Town begins tree pickup on Dec 27th and turns them into compost.
· Get a balled tree (with roots) and plant it on your property after the holidays.

· Set out and label an extra container for guests to deposit their bottles, cans, and other recyclable waste.

· Compost you biodegradable food waste.

· Make a New Year's resolution to benefit the environment in a new way this year.  Then make it happen by applying for a Green Mini Grant.

