
Council of the Town of La Plata 
Town Hall, La Plata, Maryland 
Work Session 
April 14, 2009, 7:00 PM 
 
Present: Mayor Roy G. Hale, Councilman Scot D. Lucas, Councilwoman Paretta D. Mudd, 

Councilman Vic E. Newman; Daniel J. Mears, Town Manager; Judith T. Frazier, 
Town Clerk; Robert W. Oliphant, Town Treasurer; David M. Jenkins, Director of 
Municipal Development; Jorge A. Thompson, Director of Inspections 

 
Minutes: 
 
 Mayor Hale called the meeting to order at 7:01 PM. 
 
Matters of Council Discussion 
 
Topics for discussion with the County Commissioners at biannual meeting on May 19 
 Description: The Town Council will determine what topics they want included on the 
agenda of the next biannual meeting of the Town Council, Town of Indian Head, and County 
Commissioners, which is scheduled to be held on May 19 and will begin at 4:00 p.m., at the 
La Plata Town Hall. Topics already on the agenda are: 
 (1) School Seat Allocation funding (Councilman Newman wishes to discuss funds 

placement in County’s General Fund). 
 (2) 2010 biannual meeting schedule of the Towns of La Plata and Indian Head and 

County Commissioners [date/location]: Spring and fall dates [date/location: spring 
and fall – typically April or May, October]. 

 
 Council consensus: Following discussion, the Town Council agreed to include the 
following topics: 

•  School Seat Allocation funding (Councilman Newman wishes to discuss funds placement 
in County’s General Fund). 

•  Tilghman Lake 
•  Transportation Study 
•  Charles County Sheriff’s Office has modified their shift schedule from 3 to 4 shift plan – 

how will this impact patrols in La Plata? 
•  Communication improvements between La Plata Police Department and Charles County 

Sheriff’s Office 
•  2010 biannual meeting schedule of the Towns of La Plata and Indian Head and County 

Commissioners: Spring and fall dates [date/location: spring and fall – typically April or 
May, October]. 

 
Intensity of rental use in residential dwellings  
 Description: Discussion of the number of rental occupants in residential dwellings in the 
Town. 

[The Town Council agreed to discuss this topic at a work session in May.] 
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Commercial vehicles in residential neighborhoods 
 Description: Discussion will include (1) what constitutes a “commercial vehicle” – with 
or without advertising; (2) definitions of “gross vehicle weight” and “vehicle capacity” – both 
terms used in Town Code (§ 181-3 and § 191-28; (3) definitions of “commercial vehicles” from 
other municipal codes; (4) enforcement issue – need to check on weekends and after hours; (5) 
how a change in the Code would impact residents who currently store commercial vehicles in 
residential neighborhoods; (6) what is specifically prohibited. 
 
 Mr. Thompson was present to discuss commercial vehicles in residential neighborhoods 
and recommended that the ordinance be amended to specify the number of axles as a means of 
determining what commercial vehicles are prohibited in residential neighborhoods. 
 
 During discussion, concern was expressed regarding being too restrictive due to 
workforce housing occupants and take-home vehicles by employees. 
 
 Council consensus: Following discussion, the Town Council agreed that Town staff is to 
prepare language to amend the Code to provide clarification regarding what is restricted. 
 
Budget 
 Description: Mr. Oliphant will discuss FY10 budget items with the Council. 
 
 Mr. Mears and Mr. Oliphant presented information from the draft of the FY2010 budget. 
Further discussion regarding the proposed pay plan will be held in more detail at the April 21 
work session. During discussion, Town staff was directed to research the costs of leasing 
temporary bathroom facilities for Tilghman Lake Park for the period during construction of a 
permanent facility. 
 
Matters of Information 
 

•  MML Parade of Flags at June convention: MML requested notification of who will carry 
municipal flags by May 1. Mayor Hale will carry the flag. 

•  April 21 work session will begin at 6:00 PM. 
•  At Councilwoman Mudd’s request, Mr. Mears provided a brief update on the status of the 

old Navy housing property on Radio Station Road. 
 
Future Work Session Topics 
 

•  Residency and occupancy restrictions in senior living communities (Councilmen 
Goldsmith and Lucas/April 21) 

•  Intensity of rental use in residential dwellings (Councilman Lucas/May work session) 
 
Other business 
 
 Appointments to boards and commissions 
 
 Mayor Hale asked the Town Council to consider appointing Norman Shelton to the 
Board of Appeals and Robert Jacobs to the Board of Supervisors of Elections. 
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 Council consensus: Following discussion, the Town Council agreed to put the 
appointments on the April 28 regular meeting agenda. 
 
 There being no other business, Councilman Lucas moved to adjourn the meeting at 9:48 
PM. Councilman Newman seconded the motion and it carried. Following a short break, the 
Council moved into closed session. 
 
       Submitted by: 
 
 
       _____________________________ 
       Judith T. Frazier 
       Town Clerk 


