Conservation Corner
The months of high water use in La Plata are now starting. By filling swimming pools, watering lawns and plants, washing vehicles, and pressure washing, there is a significant increase in the amount of water used by La Plata residents and businesses. Please be aware of your water use. Below are some active landscaping steps you can take to reduce your water consumption, and your utility bill.

Reduce the turf – Turf grasses consume more water than trees, shrubs, and other plants. By expanding your garden areas, installing a new rain garden, and planting native plants, you can reduce the amount of water your landscape needs.

Mulch plants – It adds organic material to soil, helps retain moisture, and keeps roots cool during warm months. 

Remove weeds – They take ground water away from desired plants. 

Don’t fertilize – It encourages plants to grow fast and increases water needs. Instead plant native species that are accustomed to growing in natural conditions and don’t need fertilizer to thrive.

Reduce pruning – Branches keep plants and turf shaded and cooler in summer.

Plant shade trees – New trees will add to the shade of your property keeping you and your landscape cooler.

Replant lost plants – If plants have died or are not performing well, plant new ones this spring. Plant low water-use and native varieties in place of the failed varieties.

Redirect downspouts – Collect rain water from your roof into rain barrels to use for irrigation. Direct surface water to a low point on your property and build a rain garden.

Watch your watering – Don’t water when it recently rained. Install a moisture sensor on irrigation systems instead of watering on a specific timed schedule. 
Irrigation restrictions – Irrigation in La Plata is only permitted between the hours of 6:00pm and 10:00am each day. By limiting the hours less water is lost to evaporation and peak demand is reduced. Individuals who irrigate during restricted hours will be faced with an infraction and fines.
An Internet search on Bayscaping will provide all of the resources you need to help prepare your landscape for the warm summer months, and get away from the need to irrigate with potable water.

Thank you for your help in conserving water.
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