Conservation Corner – Water Waste

When thinking about water conservation the first place that people look is to the major water consumers.  Irrigation, appliances, and high flow faucets are often the items addressed most.  Many have taken the big steps to replace old washers with more water efficient ones.  Faucet and shower heads have been replaced to low flow options.  Landscaping has been managed to provide drought resistant plants, so irrigation is not needed.

With all of the large options for water conservation taken, people then look for things that can make a smaller impact.  One of those that many people don’t think about is the toilet.  Of course toilets today have low volume tanks, or you have taken steps to reduce the volume of water available in the tank for each flush.  What people often miss is that there are two places where water goes when a tank refills.  Water flows back into the tank after a flush, but water also flows through a small hose to refill the bowl.

As the tank is refilling, water flows through a small hose into a vertical pipe in your tank.  That water goes to replace the water spot in your bowl.  The challenge with this is that the bowl will only hold a certain amount of water.  As the tank continues to refill, the additional water that is directed into the bowl will simply overflow down into the sewer.  With each flush, extra fresh water overflows the bowl to be wasted down the sewer.

There are a couple things that can be done to mitigate this.  If you need to replace the fill valve on the inside of your tank, there are brands available that have a flow control built onto the hose that refills the bowl.  After you install the new fill valve, you simply need to adjust the flow control so the water in the bowl reaches its limit at the same time your tank stops.  

If you do not need to replace the fill valve, you can direct the fill valve hose away from the vertical pipe in the tank.  The water will then fill the tank faster and you will have a smaller water spot in the bowl.  With some adjusting of the clasp, the small hose can be directed so a portion of the water will go to the bowl and a portion toward the tank.  Experiment with this, and you will save a little bit more water with each flush.

