Conservation Corner – Cigarette Litter

Litter is a challenge for our environment and degrades our water quality.  It is also unsightly and degrades the quality of our community.  The most common form of litter is cigarette butts.  Even though smoking in America has decreased 28% in the past ten years, cigarette butts are still the most littered item in our community.  Keep America Beautiful has a specific emphasis on Cigarette Litter Prevention, and it is important to understand what you can do to help Keep La Plata Beautiful too. Cigarette butts on the ground and in our waterways are litter.  If you are dropping them, you are littering. Almost two thirds of all cigarette butts become litter; it is a significant problem that creates 38% of all roadway litter. 
Contrary to common perception, cigarette butts do not biodegrade.  Cigarette filters are made of cellulose acetate, a form of plastic that stays in the environment for a long time.  Discarded butts get blown and washed by rain into storm drains and waterways.  Not only do the chemicals in cigarettes impair the environment, but marine animals can mistake butts for food, damaging our aquatic life.
Cigarettes accumulate in gutters, outside doorways, on sidewalks, in playgrounds, and parks.  Chances are you see them every day.  They simply make the La Plata community look trashy.  La Plata residents have pride in their community, and should not be burdened by the impact of those who litter.
If you smoke, please plan ahead for how you will dispose of your cigarette waste.  Do not throw cigarettes from your vehicle window.  Please don’t drop them on the sidewalk outside our stores, restaurants, businesses, or as you walk through the community.  Visit the Keep America Beautiful website at http://www.preventcigarettelitter.org for other ideas on how you can help.  Consider applying for a Beautification Grant to start a program to reduce cigarette litter.  The Town of La Plata spends $20,000 each year on street sweeping to clean up after litterers, and that is not enough.  Consider what else those funds could be used for to improve our community if littering would end.  Please, Keep La Plata Beautiful.
