

Making La Plata More Efficient

With resources strained by challenges in the economy, it is vital that the Town explore ways to make its operations more efficient to save money, time, and add value to the services provided.  Town staff is charged with finding new ways to improve services, and the Town regularly invests in technology or implements process changes to drive efficiencies.

Spray Pad 

When the Parks and Recreation Commission recommended the addition of a spray pad at Town Hall, the opportunity was taken to add to its efficiency.  In order to operate, the spray pad only turns on after someone steps on a blue button in the ground.  The spray pad cycles on, and users enjoy ten minutes in the spray.  If users want they can engage it again for another ten minute period.  The demand system for using the spray pad means that it only will operate when there is a user there to enjoy it.  It does not turn on, or operate unless there is someone there.

[bookmark: _GoBack]The water from the spray pad is then collected in grates in the concrete.  The water flows underground to a very large cistern which collects the water.  The Town installed the cistern in 2008, as a place to capture rainwater and HVAC condensate, used for irrigation of Town Hall grounds.  The added water from the spray pad adds to the water available for reuse in irrigation.  When you use the spray pad, the water used then will be reused that night to irrigate the concert lawn and plants at Town Hall.
