
Council of the Town of La Plata 
Town Hall, La Plata, Maryland 
Regular Meeting – 7:00 PM 
October 10, 2006 
 
Present: Mayor Gene Ambrogio, Councilman R. Wayne Winkler, Councilman C. Keith 

Back, Councilwoman Paretta D. Mudd, Councilman Vic E. Newman; Judith T. 
Frazier, Town Clerk; Joseph W. Norris, Town Treasurer 

 
Pursuant to the requirement of Annotated Code of Maryland State Government Article 
Section 10-509(c)(2), these statements are included in these minutes: 
 

A closed session of the Council of the Town of La Plata was held at 4:31 PM, 
Thursday, September 28, 2006, in the La Plata Town Hall. 

 
Present:  Mayor Ambrogio, Councilmen Back, Mudd and Newman; Michelle D. Miner, 
Interim Town Manager; Patricia L. Bembe, Assistant Town Manager; Judith T. Frazier, 
Town Clerk 
 
On a motion made by Councilman Newman, seconded by Councilman Back, and by 
unanimous consent of the members present, the session was closed.  The authority under 
which the session was closed was Annotated Code of Maryland State Government Article 
Section 10-508(a)(1)(i) – Discuss the appointment, employment, assignment, promotion, 
discipline, demotion, compensation, removal, resignation, or performance evaluation of 
appointees, employees, or officials over whom it has jurisdiction.  The purpose of the 
meeting was to discuss Town Manager recruitment.  Action taken: Upon motion duly 
made, seconded and adopted, the Town Council agreed on a form of contract to be 
presented by Ms. Bembe to an applicant for the position of Town Manager, and to have 
the contract reviewed by the Town Attorney as to legal sufficiency.  The meeting 
adjourned at 5:10 PM. 
 

A closed session of the Council of the Town of La Plata was held at 5:30 PM, Tuesday, 
October 3, 2006, in the La Plata Town Hall. 

 
Present:  Mayor Ambrogio, Councilmen Winkler, Back, Mudd and Newman; Michelle D. 
Miner, Interim Town Manager; Patricia L. Bembe, Assistant Town Manager; Judith T. 
Frazier, Town Clerk 
 
On a motion made by Councilman Winkler, seconded by Councilman Back, and by 
unanimous consent of the members present, the session was closed.  The authority under 
which the session was closed was Annotated Code of Maryland State Government Article 
Section 10-508(a)(1)(i) – Discuss the appointment, employment, assignment, promotion, 
discipline, demotion, compensation, removal, resignation, or performance evaluation of 
appointees, employees, or officials over whom it has jurisdiction.  The purpose of the 
meeting was to discuss Town Manager recruitment.  Action taken: The Council agreed to 
schedule a closed session at 6:00 PM, October 10, 2006, to discuss Town Manager 
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recruitment, and directed Ms. Miner to place another advertisement of the Town 
Manager position in the MML Bulletin..  The meeting adjourned at 5:54 PM. 
 

A closed session of the Council of the Town of La Plata was held at 6:00 PM, Tuesday, 
October 10, 2006, in the La Plata Town Hall. 

 
Present:  Mayor Ambrogio, Councilmen Winkler, Back, Mudd and Newman; Patricia L. 
Bembe, Assistant Town Manager; Judith T. Frazier, Town Clerk 
 
On a motion made by Mayor Ambrogio, seconded by Councilman Newman, and by 
unanimous consent of the members present, the session was closed.  The authority under 
which the session was closed was Annotated Code of Maryland State Government Article 
Section 10-508(a)(1)(i) – Discuss the appointment, employment, assignment, promotion, 
discipline, demotion, compensation, removal, resignation, or performance evaluation of 
appointees, employees, or officials over whom it has jurisdiction.  The purpose of the 
meeting was to discuss Town Manager recruitment.  Action taken: The Town Council 
agreed on short- and long-term measures:  Short-term – (1) appointed Joseph Norris as 
Interim Town Manager; and (1) agreed to contract with William F. Eckman for a 
specified number of hours per week to act as consultant on water and sewer matters.  
Long-term: Agreed to use the services of an executive search firm for a nationwide 
search for a Town Manager.  Upon motion duly made, seconded and adopted by 
unanimous vote, amended the Operating Expense of the FY 07 General Fund Legislative 
Budget to allow additional expense of $25,000 for recruitment of anew Town Manager.  
The meeting adjourned at 6:18 PM. 

 
Minutes: 
 
 Mayor Ambrogio called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM and asked Jack Davis to lead the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Approval of September minutes 
 
 Councilwoman Mudd moved to approve the minutes of the September 5 work session, 
September 12 special meeting, September 12 closed session, September 12 regular meeting, 
September 19 special meeting and work session, September 28 special meeting, and September 
28 closed session.  Councilman Newman seconded the motion and it passed by unanimous vote. 
 
Petitions, Communications, Appearances, and Public Forum  
 
 Oath of Office - Officer Christopher Michael Davis 
 
 Chief Gittings administered the Oath of Office to Officer Davis. 
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 Presentation by Roger Wright 
 
 Roger Wright, of Faison, presented a check to the Town in the amount of $600,000, 
noting it was fulfillment of part of the commitment made to the Town.  Mr. Wright provided a 
brief status report on the Rosewick Crossing project, which is anticipated to be open in spring of 
2008. 
 
 Public Forum 
 
 Paul Bales, owner/operator of Casey Jones, spoke in opposition to the proposed 
amendment to exempt private clubs from the smoking ban regulations.  Mr. Bales noted he 
agreed that banning smoking was to protect the health of people, and advised that he did not 
understand the rationale of exempting any group or class of people from those regulations.  Mr. 
Bales stated he believed that to be discriminatory and unconstitutional, and asked that the 
regulations be applied in a fair and equitable manner. 
 
 Kathleen Quade, member of the American Legion Auxiliary Harry White Wilmer Post 
82, spoke in favor of the amendment to exempt private clubs from the smoking ban regulations, 
and described the American Legion as a not for profit organization whose fund-raising money 
goes back into the community. 
 
Legislation 
 
 Ordinance 06-22 Regulation of Smoking and Tobacco Products – Private Clubs (For 
Adoption) – For the purpose of defining certain terms; exempting private clubs from certain 
prohibitions against smoking or carrying lighted tobacco products under certain circumstances; 
and all matters generally related thereto. 
 
 Mayor Ambrogio moved to postpone action on Ordinance 06-22 in order to give the 
Town Council time to discuss it at a future work session.  Councilman Back seconded the motion 
and it passed by unanimous vote. 
 
 Ordinance 06-23 Amendment to Town of La Plata Infrastructure Bonds, 2006 Series A 
(For Adoption) – For the purpose of amending the list of projects, as contained in Emergency 
Ordinance 06-1, to be financed in whole or in part by the issuance and sale of “The Town of 
La Plata, Maryland Infrastructure Bonds, 2006 Series A”, issued and sold pursuant to the authority 
of Sections 4-101 through 4-255 of the Housing and Community Development Article of the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, as amended. 
 
 Mr. Norris provided a brief description of Ordinance 06-23. 
 
 Mayor Ambrogio moved to adopt Ordinance 06-23.  Councilman Newman seconded the 
motion and it passed by unanimous vote. 
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 Ordinance 06-24 Election Laws Revision (For Adoption) – For the purpose of revising 
the Town’s election laws to eliminate a requirement that voters provide certain types of 
identification at the polls before being allowed to vote in Town elections and by allowing 
persons to cast a provisional ballot in certain circumstances; providing that the provisions of this 
Ordinance are severable; and all matters generally related thereto. 
 
 Mayor Ambrogio moved to adopt Ordinance 06-24.  Councilwoman Mudd seconded the 
motion and it passed by unanimous vote. 
 
 Ordinance 06-25 Elections – Certificate of Nomination (For Adoption) – For the purpose 
of altering to conform with the Town Charter the date by which a candidate for election to Town 
office must file a certificate of nomination; providing a date by which the Board of Supervisors 
of Elections shall make available forms and other materials necessary for candidates to file 
certificates of nomination for election to Town office; providing that the provisions of this 
Ordinance are severable; and all matters generally related thereto. 
 
 Mayor Ambrogio moved to adopt Ordinance 06-25.  Councilman Back seconded the 
motion and it passed by unanimous vote. 
 
 Ordinance 06-26 Automatic Fire Sprinkler Systems – One- and Two-Family Dwellings 
(For Adoption) – For the purpose of requiring the installing of certain automatic fire sprinkler 
systems in certain new one- and two-family dwellings; providing that the provisions of this 
Ordinance are severable; and all matters generally related thereto. 
 
 Mayor Ambrogio moved to adopt Ordinance 06-26.  Councilwoman Mudd seconded the 
motion.  In discussion prior to the vote, Councilman Winkler advised he had been contacted by a 
representative of the Southern Maryland Board of Realtors who recommended that the Town 
give a tax break to property owners whose homes had automatic fire sprinkler systems.  
Councilman Winkler stated he does not recommend that, noting that the sprinklers save lives and 
that homeowners receive reduced home insurance rates.  Councilman Newman noted that he had 
also been contacted by the same person and agreed with Councilman Winkler.  Following 
discussion, the motion passed by unanimous vote. 
 
 Resolution 06-2 Charter Amendment – Elections (For Adoption) – For the purpose of 
amending the Charter of the Town of La Plata to alter the dates upon which certificates of 
nominations must be filed and when Town primary elections are conducted; clarifying the 
composition and altering the process for appointment of the Town’s Board of Supervisors of 
Elections; altering the circumstances when a primary election must be conducted; reassigning 
certain electoral process duties and responsibilities formerly assigned to the Clerk-Treasurer; 
eliminating staggered terms of office for members of the Town Council commencing in 2009 
and providing a certain term of office for members of the Council elected in 2007; providing that 
members of the Town Council from each Councilmanic ward shall be elected by the qualified 
voters of the entire Town; altering the process for filling vacancies in the offices of Mayor and 
members of the Town Council; altering the process for appeals from certain decisions of the 
Board of Supervisors of Elections and Town Council; altering the time for conducting a 
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referendum election following the filing a recall petition; authorizing the Town Council to enact 
ordinances to regulate campaign finance and reporting for Town elections; making certain 
clarifying and stylistic changes; repealing certain obsolete provisions; and all matters generally 
relating to the process of conducting elections and terms of office of the Mayor and members of 
the Town Council in the Town of La Plata. 
 
 Mayor Ambrogio moved to adopt Resolution 06-2.  Councilwoman Mudd seconded the 
motion and it passed by unanimous vote.  The Town Council agreed with Councilman Back’s 
recommendation that an article explaining all of the election laws changes be included in the 
next edition of the Town newsletter. 
 
 Resolution 06-9 – Affirmation of Traditional Neighborhood Development Designation 
for Parcel 1, Parcel 2 and Parcel 3 of Stagecoach Crossing (For Adoption) – For the purpose of 
affirming the granting of Traditional Neighborhood Development designation for Parcel 1, 
Parcel 2 and Parcel 3 of Stagecoach Crossing; and all matters generally relating to said 
affirmation. 
 
 Mayor Ambrogio moved to adopt Resolution 06-9.  Councilman Back seconded the 
motion.  Following discussion, the motion passed by unanimous vote. 
 
Unfinished Business (none) 
 
New Business 
 
 Request for authorization for additional officer in La Plata Police Department 
 
 Chief Gittings asked for authorization to hire an additional officer, noting that he has a 
candidate whose 3-year police certification window will close November 7. 
 
 Mayor Ambrogio moved to allocate funds necessary to hire an additional police officer.  
Councilwoman Mudd seconded the motion and it passed by unanimous vote. 
 
 Proclamation – Trick or Treat Evening 
 
 Mayor Ambrogio read the Proclamation declaring October 31, 2006 as Trick or Treat 
Evening in the Town of La Plata. 
 
 Commission reports 
 
 Mayor Ambrogio provided an update on the issue of the sewer line at Centennial St. and 
Rt. 301 and on the Willow Lane Sewershed rehabilitation project, and advised that Bill Eckman 
will be helping the Town.  Mayor Ambrogio also reported that the Salute to Veterans Parade and 
Ceremony will be held November 5, and that the last weekend in October is the kick-off for the 
Scarecrow Festival. 
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 Councilman Winkler reported that a meeting will be held Wednesday morning regarding 
the Scarecrow Festival, and that the Town has purchased one of the scarecrows and will be 
decorating it for the event.  Councilman Winkler also reported that the La Plata Business 
Association conducted a voters forum at Town Hall for County Commissioner candidates last 
week and will be conducting another one next week for Board of Education candidates, and that 
the United Way wants to conduct a voters forum for County Commissioner candidates at Town 
Hall on October 30. 
 
 Councilwoman Mudd noted that the date of the Scarecrow Festival kick-off is October 
28, and noted her continued opposition to holding the Salute to Veterans event on any other date 
than November 11.  Mayor Ambrogio suggested this be included on an agenda for discussion for 
next year’s event. 
 
 Councilman Newman reported that the Parks and Recreation Commission wants to 
discuss the fee in lieu with the Town Council at a work session. 
 
 Councilman Back reported on topics discussed at the Planning Commission’s October 3 
meeting. 
 
 There being no further business, Mayor Ambrogio moved to adjourn at 7:56 PM.  
Councilman Winkler seconded the motion and it carried. 
 
       Submitted by: 
 
 
 
       _____________________________ 
       Judith T. Frazier 
       Town Clerk 


