
Mayor and Council Meeting
Town Hall, La Plata, Maryland
January 28, 2003, 7:00 PM

Present: Mayor William F. Eckman, Councilman Wayne Winkler, Councilman Thomas W. Fritz,
Councilman Gene Ambrogio;  Councilman Roy G. Hale; Douglas R. Miller, Town
Manager; Patricia L. Bembe, Assistant Town Manager; Judith T. Frazier, Town Clerk

Guests: (See attached roster)

Minutes:

Mayor Eckman called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM and then led the Pledge of Allegiance.

Treasurer’s Report

Mayor Eckman acknowledged receipt of the Treasurer’s Report dated December 31, 2002. 

Petitions, Communications and Appearances (none)

Legislation (none)

Unfinished Business

Council Reports

Councilman Hale reported on several topics: (1) The January 7, 2003 meeting of the Planning
Commission.  (2) There will be a meeting this Thursday to begin planning an event to commemorate the
first anniversary of the tornado.  (3) Councilman Hale and Councilman Fritz will be meeting with the
Town Treasurer to begin working on the Town’s FY 03-04 budget.

Councilman Fritz reported that the Parks and Recreation Commission would be meeting on
Wednesday and invited input from the Town Council and Town

Councilman Ambrogio reported that the Beautification Commission’ next meeting would be in
March.  He also reported on the first meeting of the Kent Avenue Revitalization Committee held January
22, noting they covered many areas and have decided to rename the neighborhood.  Information notices
have been mailed to the residents asking for suggestions, with a February 14 deadline to submit their
suggestions.  Councilman Winkler noted that Councilman Ambrogio did a good job, and noted he believed
that all the right people were there.

Councilman Winkler reported on two topics: (1) The Historic District Commission has received
all the paperwork needed for historic designation.  (2) Steering Committee of the Downtown Marketing
Project has mailed letters to business people inviting them to the Town Hall on February 12, 8:00 AM, at
which a presentation will be given by the consulting firm of Jakubiak & Associates, Inc. on strategies for
marketing and promoting downtown La Plata.

Mayor Eckman reported on his meeting with Karen Smith, the new head of the governor’s
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Intergovernmental Relations Office.  Mayor Eckman advised that if the Town has a problem, we can call
Ms. Smith, who will find the appropriate office to help us.  He noted that Governor Ehrlich seems very
interested in providing more support to municipalities.

New Business

Appointment of Kent Avenue Revitalization Committee

Mayor Eckman recommended the appointment of the following people to the Kent Avenue
Revitalization Committee: Councilman Ambrogio, chairman, Councilman Winkler, Chief Gittings (or
designee)/La Plata Police Department, Captain Wyant (or designee)/Charles County Sheriff’s Office, Jeff
Guido/La Plata Director of Inspections, Douglas R. Miller/Town Manager, Mike Murphy/Kent Square
Homeowners Association, Steve Mote (or designee)/Heritage Place Apartments, Julie Harris/Real Estate
Industry representative, Regina Clark (citizen staff)/The Meadows.  Councilman Hale made a motion to
approve the appointments to the Kent Avenue Revitalization Committee.  Councilman Fritz seconded the
motion and it carried.  Mayor Eckman remarked he noticed the absence of a representative from La Plata
Grande community.  Councilman Ambrogio advised he would contact someone if a name and phone
number are provided.

Service Acknowledgment

Mayor Eckman acknowledged and expressed appreciation of the 15 years of service to the Town
of La Plata that Douglas R. Miller has provided as Town Manager.  Mayor Eckman remarked that he
believed the Town has been extremely fortunate and benefitted from the long tenure, noting that continuity
of leadership is one of the reasons the Town is doing so well.  Mayor Eckman announced he would be
happy to announce when Mr. Miller has served 30 years as La Plata’s Town Manager.

Public Forum

In response to Councilman Winkler’s question, Councilman Fritz advised that the new section in
King’s Grant was not supposed to be clear cut but it was necessary to construct the water and sewer lines.

 There being no further business, Councilman Winkler made a motion to adjourn at 7:24 PM.
Councilman Ambrogio seconded the motion and it carried.

Respectfully submitted,

Judith T. Frazier
Town Clerk


