
Council of the Town of La Plata 
Town Hall, La Plata, Maryland 
August 26, 2003, 7:00 PM 
 
Present: Councilman Roy G. Hale, mayor pro tem, Councilman Wayne Winkler, Councilman 

Thomas W. Fritz, Councilman Gene Ambrogio; Douglas R. Miller, Town Manager, Judith 
T. Frazier, Town Clerk 

 
Guests:  (see roster) 
 
Minutes: 
 
 Due to the absence of Mayor Eckman, Councilman Hale acted as mayor pro tem.  Councilman 
Hale called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM and then led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
 
 Councilman Hale acknowledged receipt of the Treasurer’s Report dated July 31, 2003. 
 
Petitions, Communications and Appearances 
 
 Proclamation of September as Pedestrian Safety Awareness Month 
 
 Councilman Hale read the Proclamation declaring September as Pedestrian Safety Awareness 
Month, noting it was especially important as school began August 25.  Chief Gittings briefly described 
the plans of the La Plata Police Department to educate the public about pedestrian laws, and the 
enforcement of those laws. 
 
 DNR Grant – Paula Winkler and Mark Rose  
 
 Paula Winkler and Mark Rose made a brief presentation regarding a 50-50 matching grant from 
DNR of approximately $40,000.  The match could also be in kind and not just money.  They encouraged 
the Town Council’s participation in this grant and noted that, at some future date, they would need a 
formal resolution. 
 
 During the brief discussion on this topic, it was noted that the Town may be able to require 
developers to plant on-site rather than purchase acres elsewhere and that having La Plata become a Tree 
City, USA participant would be helpful and would require a comprehensive tree ordinance review as part 
of the program.  Councilman Fritz offered to direct Ms. Winkler and Mr. Rose in obtaining use of satellite 
technology (vegetation discrimination software), which could be useful to their work.  The Town Council 
thanked Ms. Winkler and Mr. Rose for their work on behalf of the Town. 
 
Legislation 
 
 Ordinance 03-12  Owners Responsibility to Remove Animal Excreta (For Introduction) – For the 
purpose of requiring animal owners and/or persons in possession of an animal to possess an adequate 
container and to remove and properly dispose of animal excreta; and all matters generally relating thereto. 
 
 Mr. Miller provided a brief explanation of Ordinance 03-12. 
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 Resolution 03-10  Approval of Southern Maryland Tri-County Community Action Committee, 
Inc. Project (For Adoption) – For the purpose of expressing approval of the Southern Maryland Tri-
County Community Action Committee, Inc. project to perform architectural, engineering, preconstruction 
services, and improvements in preparation for the rehabilitation and renovation of Diggs Circle; and all 
matters relating to said approval. 
 
 Mr. Miller provided a brief explanation of Resolution 03-10 and provided clarification that it 
expresses approval only of the architectural and other services rather than actual construction work.  It 
was noted that the project is in a residential zone and would not require Design Review Board review and 
approval. 
 
 Councilman Fritz made a motion to adopt Resolution 03-10.  Councilman Ambrogio seconded the 
motion and it passed by unanimous vote. 
 
Unfinished Business 
 
 Council reports 
 
 Councilman Ambrogio reported that the Beautification Commission met last week and is working 
with local businesses to provide landscaping at the two Town signs along Crain Highway.  Joe Harrison 
reported that the Beautification Commission is also working to obtain an amount from Stone Sign 
Company on what just the star would cost, and noted that the Commission has others who have 
volunteered to help install the star.  In response to Councilman Winkler’s question regarding the tower 
offered by Mr. McGuire and Charles County, Mr. Harrison noted that they do not wish to put the star on a 
tower.  In response to Councilman Hale’s question, Mr. Harrison advised he has made no progress in 
being able to contact the owner of Indian Head Ironworks regarding the hanging basket project, and noted 
that he needs to discuss alternatives to the original prototype.  Councilman Winkler offered to help in that 
regard as he is scheduled to meet with the owner later in the week. 
 
 Councilman Ambrogio asked the Town Council members to solicit support in their wards for 
participation in Charles County’s “Adopt a Road” program, and advised he would get more information 
to them. 
 
 Councilman Fritz reported that Civista is offering free prostate cancer screenings for males 50+ 
years old, on September 17th and 18th, and encouraged men in that age category to take advantage of this 
life-saving test. 
 
 St. Mary’s Avenue sewer line 
 
 Mr. Miller provided an update on the status of the St. Mary’s Avenue sewer line repairs, noting 
that Severn Trent is conducting TV inspections to identify lines in need of replacement and those that are 
candidates for the slip-lining repair process. 
 
 Talbot Street 
 
 Councilman Winkler brought up the unresolved issue of Talbot Street and whether the Town will 
purchase the Hoffman and other properties for that project.  He noted that the County’s portion of Talbot 
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Street from Washington Avenue to Crain Highway will help relieve traffic on Washington Avenue, while 
the Town’s portion from Washington Avenue to Kent Avenue would put more traffic on Kent Avenue. 
 
 Councilman Winkler read a prepared statement into the record:  “I make a motion that we vote on 
whether or not we are going to purchase Mr. Hoffman’s property, better known as 206 Washington 
Avenue and recorded in Charles County land records as Tax Map 113, grid 1, parcel 86, and if we vote in 
the affirmative we offer Mr. Hoffman the appraised price that we have on record, and if we vote in the 
negative we agree not to raise this motion for at least two years, if this is legal.  According to the Code of 
the Town of La Plata, this issue can be raised at every meeting and it is unfair to Mr. Hoffman.  As he has 
told us on many occasions, he can no longer maintain the house and wants to move to a smaller residence.  
At our last regular night meeting on August 12th of this year he was informed that this issue would come 
to a vote no later than tonight, and the time is now at hand.”  Councilman Winkler reiterated that he was 
making a motion on whether or not the Town purchases the property.  Councilman Fritz seconded the 
motion. 
 
 In discussion prior to the vote, Mr. Miller was asked to give an opinion on whether or not it was 
legal to include the provision that this motion not be raised for at least two years.  Mr. Miller stated that 
his very conservative judgment, offered without first consulting with the Town’s legal counsel, was that 
the motion about whether or not the Town Council purchases the property is legitimate.  He further stated 
that he was not certain whether or not it was legal to bind your successors to this or to stifle free speech.  
Mr. Miller suggested that Councilman Winkler strike the time limit from his motion and just vote on the 
substance of purchase or not.  Councilman Winkler asked if changing the time limit to one year would 
suffice.  Mr. Miller then suggested that Councilman Winkler slightly change the motion to include that, as 
a courtesy to the property owners, the Town Council attempt to not bring up the issue for two years.  Mr. 
Miller further noted that this wouldn’t legally bind the Town Council, but would be an expression of 
intent.  Councilman Winkler agreed to amend his motion to note that we would attempt to not bring it up 
for two years. 
 
 Councilman Winkler’s amended motion is as follows:  “I make a motion that we vote on whether 
or not we are going to purchase Mr. Hoffman’s property, better known as 206 Washington Avenue and 
recorded in Charles County land records as Tax Map 113, grid 1, parcel 86, and if we vote in the 
affirmative we offer Mr. Hoffman the appraised price that we have on record, and if we vote in the 
negative that we agree to attempt to not raise this issue for at least two years.”  Councilman Fritz affirmed 
his second to the amended motion. 
 
 In continuing discussion prior to the vote, Councilman Hale noted that he didn’t believe the Town 
was trying to put Mr. Hoffman off, and further noted this has not been a very easy issue.  Councilman 
Hale noted that Talbot Street ties in with the Vision Plan and what that Plan has designed for the section 
of town north of Charles Street, and is intended to provide another method of transportation to relieve the 
congestion on Kent Avenue with the addition of the Social Services building and with the growth that is 
anticipated north of Charles Street.  Councilman Hale stated that Mr. Hoffman’s property is necessary 
because it is in the right-of-way of the proposed Talbot Street, and the Town Council has discussed this 
on numerous occasions, including short term and long term aspects, and the cost of trying to build the 
street in the near term with everything else that’s going on in the Town. 
 
 Mr. Miller provided a point of clarification that the Town Council could vote in the affirmative to 
purchase the property and Town Staff would be directed to do so.  The Town Council could vote in the 
negative to not purchase the property; however, by that action alone the street is not taken out of the 
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Comprehensive Plan, which identifies the construction of Talbot Street from Kent Avenue to Route 301.  
An additional process would be necessary to remove the street forever from the Transportation Plan. 
 
 At Councilman Hale’s request, Councilman Winkler briefly restated his motion, and clarification 
was provided that an affirmative vote on the motion would mean the Town is going to purchase the 
property and offer Mr. Hoffman the appraised value, and that a negative vote would mean the Town is not 
going to purchase the property at this time.  Councilman Hale called for a voice vote: 
 
  Councilman Fritz:  nay 
  Councilman Winkler:  nay 
  Councilman Ambrogio: nay 
  Councilman Hale:  aye 
 
The motion carried by majority vote to not purchase the property. 
 
New Business (none) 
 
Public Forum 
 
 Jim Huffman asked for information about the Town signs on Crain Highway, and was advised that 
the words “County Seat” appear on the smaller signs on other streets in Town, and that the signs on Crain 
Highway were not the original signs. 
 
 Anthony Lusk, 1009 Magnolia Drive in Jamestowne Subdivision, asked that speed bumps be 
placed in his community to help deter speeding vehicles.  Councilman Hale advised that the Town has 
looked at this issue in the past and decided not to support placement of speed bumps for reasons which 
include the inability to effectively plow snow from those roads and negative impact on residents in the 
community.  Mr. Miller assured Mr. Lusk that his comments will prompt more speed enforcement in his 
community.  Chief Gittings advised that his department conducted radar enforcement last week in 
Jamestowne, which they plan to continue conducting, and noted that Jamestowne would be put on the list 
of sites for placement of the speed display trailer. 
 
 Paula Winkler advised the Town Council that a landscaping crew at WaWa topped every tree, 
which now will never grow into shade trees. 
 
 Mr. Miller thanked Don McGuire for providing the Town with weather alert radios. 
 
 There being no further business, Councilman Winkler made a motion to adjourn at 8:15 PM.  
Councilman Ambrogio seconded the motion and it carried. 
 
        Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
        Judith T. Frazier 
        Town Clerk 


