
Council of the Town of La Plata 
Town Hall, La Plata, Maryland 
Regular Meeting – 7:00 PM 
November 14, 2006 
 
Present: Mayor Gene Ambrogio, Councilman R. Wayne Winkler, Councilman C. Keith Back, 

Councilman Vic E. Newman; Michelle D. Miner, Assistant Town Manager; Judith T. 
Frazier, Town Clerk 

 
Pursuant to the requirement of Annotated Code of Maryland State Government Article Section 10-
509(c)(2), this statement is included in these minutes: 
 
A closed session of the Council of the Town of La Plata was held at 6:31 PM, Tuesday, November 
14, 2006, in the La Plata Town Hall. 

 
Present:  Mayor Ambrogio, Councilmen Winkler, Back and Newman; Michelle D. Miner, 
Assistant Town Manager; Judith T. Frazier, Town Clerk 
 
On a motion made by Mayor Ambrogio, seconded by Councilman Winkler, and by unanimous 
consent of the members present, the session was closed.  The authority under which the session 
was closed was Annotated Code of Maryland State Government Article Section 10-508(a)(1)(i) – 
Discuss the appointment, employment, assignment, promotion, discipline, demotion, 
compensation, removal, resignation, or performance evaluation of appointees, employees, or 
officials over whom it has jurisdiction.  The purpose of the meeting was to discuss appointments to 
Boards and Commissions.  Action taken: The Mayor’s recommendations for appointments were 
discussed.  No action was taken.  The meeting adjourned at 6:47 PM. 

 
Minutes: 
 
 Mayor Ambrogio called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM and asked Cheryl McGuire to lead the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Approval of October minutes 
 
 Councilman Winkler moved to approve the minutes of the October 3 special meeting and work 
session, October 3 closed session, October 10 special meeting, October 10 closed session, October 10 
regular meeting, October 17 joint meeting with County Commissioners and work session, and October 24 
special meeting and work session.  Councilman Newman seconded the motion and it passed by 
unanimous vote. 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
 
 Mayor Ambrogio acknowledged receipt of the Treasurer’s report dated October 31, 2006. 
 
Petitions, Communications, Appearances, and Public Forum (None) 
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Legislation 
 
 Ordinance 06-6 Manner of address – time limit (For Adoption) – For the purpose of specifying the 
length of time a person may speak at a meeting of the Council of the Town of La Plata; and all matters 
generally relating to said time limit. 
 
 Mayor Ambrogio read the purpose clause and explained that this ordinance had been introduced at 
a previous meeting.  Councilman Back introduced and explained an amendment that he and Councilmen 
Mudd and Newman sponsored. 
 
 Councilman Back moved to adopt Amendment No. 1 to Ordinance 06-6 as recommended by 
Councilmen Back, Mudd and Newman.  Councilman Newman seconded the motion.  Following 
discussion, the motion passed by unanimous vote.  Amendment No. 1 to Ordinance 06-6 is as follows: 
 

AMENDMENT TO ORDINANCE 06-6 
(At the request of Councilmen Back, Mudd and Newman.) 

 
Amendment No. 1 
Intent:  To specify that the time limit applies to any meeting of the Council and also applies to speaking 
during public forum and during public hearings. 
 
 On page 1, line 24, immediately following “Council” insert AT ANY MEETING OF THE 
COUNCIL, AND INCLUDING DURING PUBLIC FORUM AND PUBLIC HEARINGS, to read as 
follows: 
 
Each person addressing the Council AT ANY MEETING OF THE COUNCIL, AND INCLUDING 
DURING PUBLIC FORUM AND PUBLIC HEARINGS, shall step up to the Council table, shall give his 
name and address in an audible tone of voice for the records and, unless further time is granted by the 
Council, shall limit his address to ((ten (10))) THREE (3) minutes. All remarks shall be addressed to the 
Council as a body and not to any member thereof. No person, other than the Council and the person 
having the floor, shall be permitted to enter into any discussion, either directly or through a member of the 
Council, without the permission of the presiding officer. No question shall be asked a Councilman except 
through the presiding officer. The foregoing shall not apply to members of the Council or the Chief 
Executive Officer. 
 
 Mayor Ambrogio moved to adopt Ordinance 06-6 as amended.  Councilman Newman seconded 
the motion and it passed by unanimous vote. 
 
 Resolution 06-10 Amendment to authorization to execute documents in connection with the “EPA 
Appropriations Act Fiscal 2003, Town of La Plata, Maryland” Grant (For Adoption) – For the purpose of 
amending the name of the person authorized to execute documents on behalf of the Town of La Plata 
(“the Town”) in connection with the “EPA Appropriations Act Fiscal 2003, Town of La Plata, Maryland” 
Grant; and all matters relating to said amendment. 
 
 Mayor Ambrogio read the purpose clause.  Ms. Miner briefly explained that this resolution 
changes the name of the person authorized from her name to Joe Norris, and is for housekeeping 
purposes. 
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 Councilman Newman moved to adopt Resolution 06-10.  Councilman Winkler seconded the 
motion and it passed by unanimous vote. 
 
Unfinished Business 
 
 Award Transportation Study bid 
 
 Mayor Ambrogio provided a brief description of the purpose of the transportation study and 
advised that bids were received from three companies:  The RBA Group in the amount of $69,884.00, 
Greenhorne & O’Mara in the amount of $117,470.00, and Whitman, Requardt & Associates in the 
amount of $174,345.72.  Mayor Ambrogio noted that Charles County currently has a contract with The 
RBA Group, with whom they have a good working relationship. 
 
 Mayor Ambrogio moved to award the bid for the Transportation Study to The RBA Group.  
Councilman Winkler seconded the motion.  During discussion before the vote, Councilman Winkler 
reported on a meeting that he, Mayor Ambrogio and Ms. Miner attended today with representatives of 
State Highway Administration and Charles County regarding their need for receiving information on any 
plans for construction along the Route 301 Highway corridor.  Councilman Back noted that this relates to 
certain elements of the Comprehensive Plan, which the Town will soon be working on.  Councilman 
Newman pointed out that the Town sent a letter to the State Highway Administration regarding not 
wanting any more traffic signals on Route 301 in La Plata, but noted that the Town may consider having 
one for the proposed shopping center development off Route 301 in the southern area of the Town.  Vote 
on the motion:  the motion passed by unanimous vote. 
 
New Business 
 
 Appointments to boards and commissions 
 
 Mayor Ambrogio recommended the following appointments to the Water and Sewer Advisory 
Committee:  William F. Eckman, chairman, Karen Brandt, Ed Gorham, and Tom O’Farrell, and noted 
they are Town residents with extensive knowledge and experience in this field.  Councilman Back moved 
to approve the recommendations to the Water and Sewer Advisory Committee.  Councilman Newman 
seconded and the motion passed by unanimous vote. 
 
 Mayor Ambrogio recommended and moved that Rosalie Torvik be reappointed to the 
Beautification Commission for a 5-year term.  Councilman Winkler seconded and the motion passed by 
unanimous vote. 
 
 Mayor Ambrogio explained that Councilwoman Mudd had submitted her resignation as Town 
Council representative on the Beautification Commission due to conflicts with her work schedule.  Mayor 
Ambrogio moved that he be appointed to be the Town Council representative on the Beautification 
Commission.  Councilman Newman seconded and the motion passed by unanimous vote. 
 
 Commission reports 
 
 Councilman Winkler reported that the La Plata Business Association is interested in amending the 
permit requirements for banner signs and noted that the Town Council will need to discuss the 
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amendments they have requested.  Councilman Winkler reported that the Scarecrow Festival and Town 
Clock Dedication events were well attended.  Councilman Winkler reported that he attended the Veterans 
Day service at the American Legion and was involved in a lengthy conversation with the Post 
Commander, Mr. Hindle, regarding how the smoking ban is hurting the Legion and that they need an 
exception to the ban.  Councilman Winkler also reported that on another occasion, a member of the 
Legion spoke to him in support of the smoking ban including the bar at the Legion.  Mayor Ambrogio 
noted that the “private clubs” amendment is a topic of discussion on the November 21 work session, and 
will include research provided by Mr. Sussman regarding how other jurisdictions address this. 
 
 Councilman Newman thanked the Town Council for their support of the fee in lieu, noting that the 
fees will provide future support for Town parks. 
 
 Councilman Back reported on topics discussed at the Planning Commission’s November 7 
meeting.  Councilman Back thanked all who attended the Salute to Veterans Parade and Ceremony on 
November 5, noting that many people attended the parade but did not stay for the ceremony, at which 
U.S. Army Specialist Matthew Pennington was guest speaker.  He encouraged all to stay for the ceremony 
after the parade at future events.  Mayor Ambrogio thanked Councilman Back for going to Walter Reed 
Hospital to pick up Specialist Pennington and bring him to La Plata for the event. 
 
 Ms. Miner reported on upcoming events, including the Olde Tyme Holiday Gathering on 
December 3, Breakfast with Santa on December 9, and a new event, an open house at the Train Station 
and Caboose on December 10, with period Christmas decorations and with Santa Claus in the caboose. 
 
 Mayor Ambrogio thanked all for their participation in the Salute to Veterans Parade and 
Ceremony.  Mayor Ambrogio reported on a meeting held today with state representatives to discuss the 
Town having a formal agreement regarding access management on Route 301 as a preservation policy. 
 
 Councilman Newman noted the good job performed by the La Plata Police Department regarding 
enforcement of the crosswalk laws, noting that many warnings had been issued.  Councilman Newman 
asked that the police department again conduct a program of enforcement of crosswalk laws and to issue 
only citations, not warnings.  Mayor Ambrogio directed Ms. Miner to speak to Chief Gittings regarding 
this.  The Council briefly discussed what other options are available for marking crosswalks, including 
lights and at least repainting the marks.  Councilman Winkler suggested that the Town contact Jim Peck 
of MML and ask him to send a broadcast email to ask how other municipalities handle this issue.  
Councilman Winkler also noted he would ask this question at the National League of Cities conference he 
will be attending. 
 
 There being no further business, Mayor Ambrogio moved to adjourn at 7:32 PM.  Councilman 
Back seconded the motion and it carried. 
 
       Submitted by: 
 
 
       _____________________________ 
       Judith T. Frazier 
       Town Clerk 


