
Council of the Town of La Plata 
Town Hall, La Plata, Maryland 
Regular Meeting – 7:00 PM 
February 26, 2008 
 
Present: Mayor Gene Ambrogio, Councilman James Goldsmith, Councilman Scot D. 

Lucas, Councilwoman Paretta D. Mudd, Councilman Vic E. Newman; Daniel J. 
Mears, Town Manager; Judith T. Frazier, Town Clerk 

 
Town Staff: Joseph W. Norris, Treasurer; Cassin B. Gittings, Chief, La Plata Police 

Department; Robert F. Stahl, Jr., Director of Operations 
 

Pursuant to the requirement of Annotated Code of Maryland State Government Article 
Section 10-509(c)(2), these statements are included in these minutes: 
 
A closed session of the Council of the Town of La Plata was held at 8:16 PM, Tuesday, 
January 22, 2008, 2008, in the La Plata Town Hall. 

 
Present:  Mayor Ambrogio, Councilmen Goldsmith, Lucas, Mudd and Newman; Daniel 
J. Mears, Town Manager; Judith T. Frazier, Town Clerk 
 
On a motion made by Mayor Ambrogio, seconded by Councilman Goldsmith, and by 
unanimous consent of the members present, the session was closed.  The authority under 
which the session was closed was Annotated Code of Maryland State Government Article 
Section10-508(a)(1)(i) – Discuss the appointment, employment, assignment, promotion, 
discipline, demotion, compensation, removal, resignation, or performance evaluation of 
appointees, employees, or officials over whom it has jurisdiction.  The purpose of the 
meeting was to discuss Town Treasurer recruitment.  Action taken:  The Council directed 
the Town Manager on a course of action to be taken for the search for and hiring of a 
Town Treasurer.  The meeting adjourned at 8:55 PM. 

 
A closed session of the Council of the Town of La Plata was held at 8:52 PM, Tuesday, 
February 19, 2008, 2008, in the La Plata Town Hall. 

 
Present:  Mayor Ambrogio, Councilmen Goldsmith, Lucas, Mudd and Newman; Daniel 
J. Mears, Town Manager; Judith T. Frazier, Town Clerk 
 
On a motion made by Mayor Ambrogio, seconded by Councilman Newman, and by 
unanimous consent of the members present, the session was closed.  The authority under 
which the session was closed was Annotated Code of Maryland State Government Article 
Section10-508(a)(1)(i) – Discuss the appointment, employment, assignment, promotion, 
discipline, demotion, compensation, removal, resignation, or performance evaluation of 
appointees, employees, or officials over whom it has jurisdiction.  The purpose of the 
meeting was to discuss appointments to boards and commissions.  Action taken:  The 
Council agreed to schedule a closed session on March 11, 2008, at 6:30 PM, to meet 
with applicants to Town boards and commissions.  The meeting adjourned at 9:23 PM. 
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Minutes: 
 
 Mayor Ambrogio called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM, and asked Stacey Durham to 
lead the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Approval of January minutes 
 
 Councilwoman Mudd moved to approve the minutes of the January 8 work session, 
January 15 work session, January 22 regular meeting, and January 22 closed session.  
Councilman Newman seconded the motion and it passed by unanimous vote. 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
 
 Mayor Ambrogio acknowledged receipt of the Treasurer’s report dated January 31, 2008. 
 
Petitions, Communications, Appearances, and Public Forum 
 
 Presentation of Water Conservation Project – 3rd Grade Students from Mary Matula 
Elementary School 
 
 Stacey Durham’s 3rd Grade Students, who attend Mary Matula Elementary School, 
presented their conservation project regarding saving water while brushing your teeth.  
Following the presentation, Mayor Ambrogio presented a Town Seal to the students, expressing 
the Town’s appreciation for the presentation of their Water Conservation Project and their 
interest in preventing water waste. 
 
 Proclamation – March as American Red Cross Month 
 
 Mayor Ambrogio read a Proclamation declaring March 2008 as American Red Cross 
Month, and presented it to Mike Zabko, CEO of the Southern Maryland Chapter, Bob Gretton, 
Gregory Jones, Sr. and Debora Storey.  Mr. Zabko thanked the Town for the recognition given to 
Red Cross and the Red Cross volunteers. 
 
 La Plata Police Department monthly report – Chief Gittings 
 
 Chief Gittings reported on the department’s activities during the month of January, 2008. 
 
 Public Forum 
 
 Victoria Kelly, 101 Rutland Court, spoke in opposition to moving the Town Clock, 
noting she believes it would be a waste of Town taxpayers’ money. 
 
Public Hearing 
 
 Ordinance 08-2 Appointments to Board of Appeals – For the purpose of amending the 
Code of the Town of La Plata to alter the procedure followed to appoint members of the Board of  



Council of the Town of La Plata 
2/26/08 minutes 
 

3

Appeals; providing that the provisions of this Ordinance are severable; and all matters generally 
relating thereto. 
 
 Mayor Ambrogio called the hearing to order at 7:25 PM.  The Clerk entered into the 
record the Certification of Publication of the notice of the hearing in the February 8, 2008 edition 
of the Maryland Independent.  Mayor Ambrogio acknowledged receipt of the memorandum to 
the Town Council from Cathy Flerlage, Director of Planning and Zoning, dated February 26, 
2008, which contained the staff report and the Planning Commission’s recommendation that the 
Town Council adopt Ordinance 08-2, and that the Town Council also include the Town 
residency requirement and, where feasible, consider ward representation as part of the selection 
process, and it was entered into the record. 
 
 Mayor Ambrogio asked if anyone wished to speak.  No one wished to speak. 
 
 Mayor Ambrogio closed the hearing at 7:27 PM. 
 
Legislation 
 
 Ordinance 08-1 Appointments to Town Boards and Commissions (For Adoption) – For 
the purpose of amending the Code of the Town of La Plata to alter the procedure followed to 
appoint members and chairmen of certain Town Boards and Commissions; to alter the terms of 
Council members on certain Town Boards and Commissions; providing that the provisions of 
this Ordinance are severable; and all matters generally relating thereto. 
 
 Councilman Newman moved to adopt Ordinance 08-1.  Councilman Goldsmith seconded 
the motion.  Following discussion, the motion passed by unanimous vote. 
 
 Ordinance 08-4 Comprehensive Rezoning – Notice of Hearings (For Introduction) – For 
the purpose of altering the public hearing notice requirements to require that written notice of 
hearings be sent to owners of record of property which is contiguous to or opposite property 
rezoned as part of a comprehensive zoning or rezoning of the Town or portion of the Town; 
correcting a typographical error; providing that the provisions of this Ordinance are severable; 
and all matters generally relating thereto. 
 
 Councilman Goldsmith explained that the purpose of the amendment is to require that the 
Town notify owners of property contiguous to or opposite property which is proposed to be 
rezoned during a comprehensive rezoning. 
 
 Mayor Ambrogio advised that public hearings are scheduled to be held by the Planning 
Commission on April 1, 2008, and by the Town Council on April 22, 2008. 
 
 Resolution 08-2 Adoption of a Policy Requiring that All New Construction and Major 
Renovations of Town-Owned or -Funded Buildings Meet Leadership in Energy and 
Environmental Design (LEED) Certification (For Introduction and Consideration of Adoption) – 
For the purpose of adopting a policy requiring that all new construction and major renovations of 
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Town-owned or -funded buildings meet Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design 
(LEED) certification; and all matters relating thereto. 
 
 Councilman Goldsmith moved to adopt Resolution 08-2.  Councilman Newman seconded 
the motion and it passed by unanimous vote. 
 
Unfinished Business (None) 
 
New Business 
 
 Appointments to Boards and Commissions, and Beautification Commission chairman 
 
 Mayor Ambrogio read his recommendations of appointments to certain Boards and 
Commissions, and Beautification Commission chairman.  Councilman Goldsmith moved to 
approve the Mayor’s recommended appointments.  Councilman Lucas seconded the motion.  
Following discussion, the motion passed by unanimous vote. 
 

Beautification Commission 
Helen Lucas – appoint to a 2-year term 
as chairman 

 
Planning Commission 
Rich Gilpin – reappoint to a 5-year term 
Garyton C. Echols, Jr. – reappoint to a 
5-year term 

 
Board of Appeals 
Pierre Dickson – reappoint to a 3-year 
term as Alternate member, effective 
August 24, 2008 
 
Design Review Board 
Robert C. Turgeon – reappoint to a 4-
year term, effective August 25, 2008. 
Lila Bredbenner – reappoint to a 4-year 
term, effective June 11, 2008. 

 
 Recommendation of Beautification Commission to purchase holiday decorations, banners 
and brackets 
 
 Councilwoman Mudd briefly explained the need to purchase these items and moved to 
approve the recommendation of the Beautification Commission to purchase holiday decorations, 
banners and brackets, at a cost of approximately $4660.00.  Councilman Goldsmith seconded the 
motion.  Following discussion, the motion passed by unanimous vote. 
 
 Commission Reports 
 
 Councilwoman Mudd reported that the Kent Avenue Partnership has had several well 
attended meetings and is planning to hold a Nonviolence Rally on May 17. 
 
 Councilman Lucas reported on topics discussed at the Design Review Board and Crime 
Watch Council meetings. 
 
 Councilman Goldsmith reported on topics discussed at the Planning Commission’s 
February 4 meeting. 
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 Mr. Mears advised that the suggested dates for the joint work session of the Town 
Council and Planning Commission are Wednesday, March 12 or Wednesday, March 19. 
 
 Other business (None) 
 
 Motion for Closed Session 
 
 Mayor Ambrogio moved to conduct a closed session, pursuant to Annotated Code of 
Maryland Sections 10-508(a)(1)(i) – Consider the acquisition of real property for a public 
purpose and matters directly related thereto; and 10-508(a)(1)(i) – Discuss the appointment, 
employment, assignment, promotion, discipline, demotion, compensation, removal, resignation, 
or performance evaluation of appointees, employees, or officials over whom it has jurisdiction.  
Councilman Goldsmith seconded the motion.  Roll call vote:  Mayor Ambrogio and Councilmen 
Goldsmith, Lucas, Mudd and Newman voted aye.  Motion carried by unanimous vote. 
 
 There being no further business, Mayor Ambrogio moved to adjourn at 8:45 PM.  
Councilman Goldsmith seconded the motion and it passed by unanimous vote.  Following a short 
break, the Council moved into closed session. 
 
       Submitted by: 
 
 
 
       _____________________________ 
       Judith T. Frazier 
       Town Clerk 


