
Council of the Town of La Plata 
Town Hall, La Plata, Maryland 
September 9, 2003, 7:00 PM 
 
Present: Mayor William F. Eckman, Councilman Wayne Winkler, Councilman Thomas 

W. Fritz, Councilman Gene Ambrogio, Councilman Roy G. Hale; Douglas R. 
Miller, Town Manager; Judith T. Frazier, Town Clerk 

 
Guests:  (see roster) 
 
Minutes: 
 
 Due to the absence of Mayor Eckman, Councilman Hale acted as mayor pro tem.  
Councilman Hale called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM and then led the Pledge of Allegiance.  
[Clerk’s note:  Mayor Eckman arrived at 7:06 PM, during Mr. McGuire’s presentation, and 
resumed the chair.] 
 
Approval of August minutes 
 
 Councilman Fritz made a motion to approve the minutes of the August 12, 2003 meeting.  
Councilman Winkler seconded the motion and it passed by unanimous vote. 
 
 Councilman Ambrogio made a motion to approve the minutes of the August 26, 2003 
meeting.  Councilman Winkler seconded the motion and it passed by unanimous vote. 
 
Petitions, Communications and Appearances 
 
 Tornado Siren Plan 
 
 Donald P. McGuire, Director of Charles County Emergency Services Department, 
provided a list of proposed warning siren locations to meet current and projected needs.  The list 
included information about Whelen warning siren models and their coverage radius.  Mr. 
McGuire displayed a La Plata map to show the locations and coverage areas of the warning 
sirens described in the list. 
 
 During the discussion on this topic, it was noted that the Town should purchase some of 
the sirens and amend the subdivision regulations to require developers to pay for additional 
sirens.  Councilman Winkler advised that the La Plata Disaster Relief Fund has approximately 
$57,000, and suggested that the Town Council obtain cost information and use money from this 
fund to purchase sirens.  The Town Council thanked Mr. McGuire for researching and presenting 
the siren plan. 
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Legislation 
 
 Ordinance 03-12  Owners Responsibility to Remove Animal Excreta (For Adoption) – 
For the purpose of requiring animal owners and/or persons in possession of an animal to possess 
an adequate container and to remove and properly dispose of animal excreta; and all matters 
generally relating thereto. 
 
 Mr. Miller provided a brief explanation of Ordinance 03-12. 
 
 Councilman Ambrogio made a motion to adopt Ordinance 03-12.  Councilman Fritz 
seconded the motion and it passed by unanimous vote. 
 
Unfinished Business 
 
 Council reports 
 
 Councilman Winkler reported that the La Plata Business Association met recently, and 
advised that the Historic District Commission’s next meeting will be in October. 
 
 Councilman Ambrogio reported that the Kent Avenue Corridor community meeting was 
delayed again and would meet next month. 
 
 Councilman Fritz reported that the Parks and Recreation Commission would be meeting 
on September 10, at 5:00 PM.  Councilman Fritz noted that the Town would fly the American 
flags along Charles Street on Thursday, September 11, in memory of the victims of the terrorists’ 
attacks.  In response to Councilman Winkler’s question, Councilman Fritz advised that the Parks 
and Recreation Commission intend to discuss the Train Station fence issue at their meeting 
September 10. 
 
 Councilman Hale reported on topics discussed at the Planning Commission’s September 
2 meeting, and noted that they plan to hold a work session to discuss the complex issue of bonus 
density for Agricopia Subdivision. 
 
 Mayor Eckman reported that the Town Attorney is reviewing the sign regulations 
ordinance, after which it will go through the public hearings process.  In response to a question 
from Mayor Eckman, Paula Winkler advised that they will be able to plant ten large caliper trees 
with the money donated by the Mayors Association, and that the planting will be done at the end 
of October or beginning of November.  Mayor Eckman remarked he wants to take pictures to 
show the members of the Mayors Association.  In response to a question from Councilman 
Winkler, Mayor Eckman advised that the state expects to construct the improvements at the 
intersection of Routes 6 and 301 this year, go out to bid on the remainder at the end of October, 
and work may begin in late spring. 
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 Commission appointments 
 
 Mayor Eckman advised he hasn’t spoken to everyone on the list.  This item will be 
handled at a future meeting. 
 
New Business 
 
 Mr. Miller noted that Mayor Eckman, Councilman Fritz, the Town Manager, the 
Assistant Town Manager, and the Clerk would not be present at the September 23 meeting, and 
asked if the Council wished to cancel the meeting.  Councilman Winkler made a motion to 
cancel the September 23, 2003 regular meeting.  Councilman Hale seconded the motion and it 
passed by unanimous vote. 
 
 Councilman Hale announced that the next meeting of the Southern Maryland Municipal 
Association will be held on September 16, in the Town of Chesapeake Beach. 
 
 Mayor Eckman asked if Councilman Fritz or Councilman Hale wished to represent the 
Town at the change of command ceremony for Captain Siedband. 
 
 At the request of Councilman Ambrogio, Mr. Miller provided an update on the status of 
the St. Mary’s Avenue sewer line project, noting that Severn Trent is still tv-inspecting the line. 
 
 In response to Councilman Winkler’s question, Mr. Miller advised that the issue of two 
chain link fences in the Central Business District is not yet resolved and will be discussed at the 
next work session. 
 
Public Forum 
 
 Mary Beth Chandler asked for an update on purchasing a replacement star.  Joe Harrison 
advised that the Beautification Commission is still waiting for a response from Stone Sign 
regarding the price of supplying only the star. 
 
 Councilman Winkler acknowledged the presence of Mike Hanks, president of the 
Quailwood homeowners association, and complimented the good job they did landscaping the 
median along Quailwood Parkway. 
 
 There being no further business, Councilman Winkler made a motion to adjourn at 7:50 
PM.  Councilman Ambrogio seconded the motion and it carried. 
 
        Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
        Judith T. Frazier 
        Town Clerk 


