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COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF LA PLATA
Ordinance No. 08-11 Amended

Introduced By: Mayor Gene Ambrogio
Date Introduced: June 17, 2008
Amendments Adopted: January 27, 2009

Date Adopted: January 27, 2009

Date Effective: February 12, 2009

An Ordinance concerning
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New Irrigation System Installation

the purpose of adopting regulations pertaining to installation and operation of new
irrigation systems; prohibiting—the—use—of potable—waterforsueh—systems: requiring
permits and inspections for such installations; specifying a fee for such permits; defining
certain terms; providing for the enforcement of these regulations and penalties for
violations; providing that the provisions of this Ordinance are severable; and all matters
generally relating thereto.
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adding

Chapter 1 - GENERAL PROVISIONS
Article I11. General Penalty

§ 1-22.K.(32)

Code of the Town of La Plata

(1998 Edition and Supplements)

repealing and reenacting with amendments
Chapter 186 - WATER AND SEWERS
Section 186-1

8 186-1.A.

Code of the Town of La Plata

(1998 Edition and Supplements)

adding

Chapter 186 - WATER AND SEWERS

8§ 186-19 New Irrigation System Installation
Code of the Town of La Plata

(1998 Edition and Supplements)

adding
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Chapter 101 — FEES

8 101-1.P

Code of the Town of La Plata
(1998 Edition and Supplements)
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Ordinance 08-11 Amended 3
Preamble

WHEREAS, the Council of the Town of La Plata has determined that it is in the general
interest of the Town of La Plata to conserve water resources; and

WHEREAS, to further the Town’s water conservation efforts, the Council deems it
necessary to establish regulations pertaining to the installation and operation of new irrigation
systems, including that ne-new irrigation systems shall be permitted, inspected and allewed-te
use-potable water efficient in design and use;

NOW, THEREFORE:

SECTION 1. BE IT ENACTED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF
LA PLATA that Section 1-22.K.(32) be and it is hereby added to the Code of the Town of La Plata
(1998 Edition and Supplements) Chapter 1, General Provisions, Article 111, General Provisions, to
follow immediately after Section 1-22.K.(31) and to read as follows:

Chapter 1 - GENERAL PROVISIONS
1-22 Municipal infractions.

K. The fines for violations of the provisions of this Code designated as infractions are
as set forth in this subsection.

Rk b e

(32) THE FINE FOR A VIOLATION OF § 186-19 IS ONE HUNDRED DOLLARS
($100.) FOR THE FIRST OFFENSE AND TWO HUNDRED DOLLARS ($200.) FOR EACH
REPEAT OFFENSE.

SECTION 2. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED that Section 186-1A. of the Code of
the Town of La Plata (1998 Edition and Supplements) be and it is hereby repealed and reenacted,
with amendments, to read as follows:

Chapter 186 - WATER AND SEWERS
186-1 Definitions.

A. For the purposes of this chapter, the following words and phrases shall have the meanings
respectively ascribed to them by this section:

*k Kk kX
INSPECTOR--The Director of Inspections or the Town Engineer of the town of La Plata or the
Director’s or Engineer’s designee.
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Ordinance 08-11 Amended 4

IRRIGATION SYSTEM—A SYSTEM THAT PROVIDES FOR THE SCHEDBULED
APPLICATION OF WATER TO ANY OUTDOOR PLANTED MATERIAL BY MEANS OF
A PERMANENT PIPING SYSTEM UNDER PRESSURE. “IRRIGATION SYSTEM”
INCLUDES ANY NEW IRRIGATION SYSTEM AND ANY ADDITION TO AN EXISTING
IRRIGATION SYSTEM.

NATURAL OUTLET--Any outlet, including storm sewers and combined sewer overflows, into
a watercourse, pond, ditch, lake or other body of surface or ground water.

OUTDOOR PLANTED MATERIAL—LAWNS, GARDENS, SHRUBS, PLANTS, TREES,
LANDSCAPE BEDDING AND OTHER NATURAL VEGETATION.

*k Kk *k*
pH--The reciprocal of the logarithm of the hydrogen ion concentration. The concentration is the
weight of hydrogen ions, in grams per liter of solution. Neutral water, for example, has a “pH”
value of seven (7) and a hydrogen ion concentration of 10-7.

POTABLE WATER--WATER THAT IS SAFE AND SATISFACTORY FOR DRINKING
AND COOKING.

PROPERLY SHREDDED GARBAGE--The wastes from the preparation, cooking and
dispensing of food that have been shredded to such a degree that all particles will be carried
freely under the flow conditions normally prevailing in public sewers, with no particle greater
than one-half (1/2) inch [one and twenty-seven hundredths (1.27) centimeters] in any dimension.

Rk b e

SECTION 3. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED that a new Section 186-19 be and it
is hereby added to the Code of the Town of La Plata (1998 Edition and Supplements), Chapter
186, Waters and Sewers, to follow immediately after Section 186-18 and to read as follows:

Chapter 186 - WATER AND SEWERS

186-19 IRRIGATION SYSTEM INSTALLATION.

A. B—PERMIT REQUIRED. AN OWNER OF PROPERTY MAY NOT INSTALL OR
CONSTRUCT, OR ALLOW THE INSTALLATION OR CONSTRUCTION OF, AN
IRRIGATION SYSTEM ON THE OWNER’S PROPERTY WITHOUT FIRST OBTAINING
AN IRRIGATION SYSTEM PERMIT FROM THE TOWN. AN OWNER SHALL APPLY
FOR AN IRRIGATION SYSTEM PERMIT ON SUCH FORM, AND SHALL PROVIDE
SUCH SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION, AS THE TOWN CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER
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REASONABLY MAY PRESCRIBE. IN ADDITION TO OTHER SUPPORTING
DOCUMENTATION, UNLESS WAIVED OR MODIFIED BY THE TOWN CHIEF
EXECUTIVE OFFICER FOR GOOD CAUSE SHOWN AN APPLICATION SHALL BE
ACCOMPANIED BY AN IRRIGATION PLAN, ACCEPTABLE TO THE TOWN CHIEF
EXECUTIVE OFFICER, WHICH SHOWS THE BOUNDARIES OF THE OWNER’S
PROPERTY AND THE LOCATION DESIGN (INCLUDING WATER SPRAY PATTERNS)

= , , AND
DEMONSTRATES THAT THE IRRIGATION SYSTEM WILL COMPLY WITH ALL
OTHER REQUIREMENTS OF THIS CHAPTER. THE TOWN MAY NOT ISSUE AN
IRRIGATION SYSTEM PERMIT WITHOUT:

(1) ACOMPLETED AND SIGNED APPLICATION FORM FROM THE OWNER;

(2) 3} AN APPROVED IRRIGATION PLAN UNLESS THE REQUIREMENT FOR A PLAN
HAS BEEN WAIVED BY THE TOWN CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER;, SHOWING THE
LOCATION OF THE SYSTEM, THE BACKFLOW PREVENTER, THE MOISTURE
SENSOR IN THE SPRAY ZONE, THE RAIN CONTROL SENSOR, IRRIGATION
AUTOMATIC CONTROL SYSTEM, AND THE WATER TAP AFTER THE WATER
METER;

(3) 4) PAYMENT OF THE PERMIT APPLICATION FEE AS SET FORTH IN SUBSECTION
C. OF THIS SECTION;

(4) ¢6) THE NAME, ADDRESS AND TELEPHONE NUMBER OF THE PERSON OR FIRM
WHO WILL INSTALL OR CONSTRUCT THE IRRIGATION SYSTEM; AND

(5) {6) THE OWNER’S CERTIFICATION OF THE PROPOSED DATE OF INSTALLATION
OR CONSTRUCTION OF THE IRRIGATION SYSTEM.

B. & POSTING OF PERMIT. BEFORE AN IRRIGATION SYSTEM IS INSTALLED OR
CONSTRUCTED, AN OWNER SHALL POST AN IRRIGATION SYSTEM PERMIT AT A
VISIBLE LOCATION ON THE PROPERTY ON WHICH THE IRRIGATION SYSTEM
PERMIT WILL BE INSTALLED.

C. B- PERMIT APPLICATION FEE. AN OWNER SHALL PAY A NONREFUNDABLE
PERMIT APPLICATION FEE WHEN THE OWNER SUBMITS AN APPLICATION FOR AN
IRRIGATION SYSTEM PERMIT. THE AMOUNT OF THE APPLICATION FEE SHALL BE
AS SPECIFIED IN SECTION 101-1.P. OF THIS CODE.
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D. E- INSPECTIONS. THE TOWN MAY ENTER ON ANY PROPERTY FOR WHICH AN
IRRIGATION SYSTEM PERMIT HAS BEEN ISSUED TO INSPECT THE INSTALLATION,
CONSTRUCTION OR OPERATION OF THE SYSTEM FOR COMPLIANCE WITH THE
PERMIT.

E. - CESSATION ORDERS, CORRECTION NOTICES, PERMIT SUSPENSION AND
REVOCATION. THE TOWN MAY ISSUE AN ORDER DIRECTING THE IMMEDIATE
CESSATION OF THE INSTALLATION, CONSTRUCTION OR OPERATION OF AN
IRRIGATION SYSTEM FOR WHICH AN IRRIGATION SYSTEM PERMIT HAS NOT
BEEN ISSUED OR WHICH IS BEING CONSTRUCTED OR INSTALLED IN VIOLATION
OF AN IRRIGATION SYSTEM PERMIT. THE TOWN ALSO MAY ISSUE A CORRECTION
NOTICE SPECIFYING WHAT CORRECTIVE MEASURES THE OWNER MUST
UNDERTAKE TO BRING THE INSTALLATION, CONSTRUCTION OR OPERATION OF
AN IRRIGATION SYSTEM INTO COMPLIANCE WITH THE PERMIT OR THE
PROVISIONS OF THIS SECTION. THE TOWN CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER MAY
SUSPEND OR REVOKE AN IRRIGATION SYSTEM PERMIT FOR ANY OF THE
FOLLOWING REASONS:

(1) THE IRRIGATION SYSTEM IS CONNECTED TO A POTABLE WATER SOURCE.

(1) & THE IRRIGATION SYSTEM IS NOT INSTALLED, CONSTRUCTED OR BEING
OPERATED IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE APPROVED IRRIGATION PLAN.

(2) 3 THE OWNER HAS NOT COMPLIED WITH CORRECTION NOTICE(S) OR
CESSATION ORDER(S) ISSUED FOR THE INSTALLATION, CONSTRUCTION OR
OPERATION OF THE IRRIGATION SYSTEM.

(3) THE IRRIGATION AUTOMATIC CONTROL SYSTEM IS NOT INSTALLED AND
PROGRAMMED.

(4) THE IRRIGATION AUTOMATIC CONTROL SYSTEM IS NOT PROGRAMMED TO
WATER ONLY BETWEEN THE HOURS OF 6:00 PM AND 10:00 AM.

BEFORE SUSPENDING OR REVOKING AN IRRIGATION SYSTEM PERMIT, THE TOWN
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER SHALL GIVE THE OWNER WRITTEN NOTICE SETTING
FORTH THE VIOLATION FOR WHICH THE SUSPENSION OR REVOCATION OF THE
PERMIT IS PROPOSED AND ANY ACTION THAT THE OWNER MAY TAKE TO AVOID
THE SUSPENSION OR REVOCATION, AND PROVIDING THE OWNER WITH A
REASONABLE OPPORTUNITY TO BE HEARD IN PERSON OR IN WRITING, AT THE
OWNER’S ELECTION, BEFORE THE TOWN CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER MAKES A
FINAL DETERMINATION REGARDING THE SUSPENSION OR REVOCATION. ANY
ORDER OF SUSPENSION SHALL STATE THE CORRECTIVE ACTION THAT THE
OWNER MUST UNDERTAKE TO HAVE THE SUSPENSION LIFTED AND THE PERMIT
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REINSTATED AND THAT, THE OWNER’S FAILURE TO DO SO WITHIN A
REASONABLE PERIOD OF TIME SET FORTH IN THE NOTICE WILL RESULT IN
PROCEEDINGS TO REVOKE THE IRRIGATION SYSTEM PERMIT. WHEN AN
IRRIGATION SYSTEM PERMIT IS REVOKED, THE OWNER SHALL REMOVE THE
SYSTEM, DISCONNECT THE IRRIGATION SYSTEM SO AS TO RENDER THE SYSTEM
NON-FUNCTIONAL, OR TAKE SUCH OTHER STEPS AS THE TOWN CHIEF
EXECUTIVE OFFICER REASONABLY MAY ORDER.

F. G- VIOLATIONS AND PENALTIES.

(1) EXCEPT AS PROVIDED IN PARAGRAPH (2) BELOW, VIOLATIONS OF THIS
SECTION ARE DECLARED TO BE INFRACTIONS. ANY OWNER WHO VIOLATES
THIS SECTION, AND ANY CONTRACTOR WHO INSTALLS AN IRRIGATION SYSTEM
WITHOUT THE OWNER OF THE PROPERTY HAVING OBTAINED AN IRRIGATION
SYSTEM PERMIT, OR IN VIOLATION OF AN ISSUED IRRIGATION SYSTEM PERMIT,
IS GUILTY OF AN INFRACTION, THE FINE FOR WHICH IS SET FORTH IN § 1-22 OF
THIS CODE.

(2) ANY PERSON DESCRIBED IN § 186-19G.(1) WHO KNOWINGLY AND
INTENTIONALLY VIOLATES ANY OF THE PROVISIONS OF THIS SECTION OR AN
IRRIGATION SYSTEM PERMIT ISSUED UNDER THIS SECTION IS GUILTY OF A
MISDEMEANOR AND, ON CONVICTION, LIABLE TO APENALTY AS SET FORTH IN 8§
1-21 OF THIS CODE.

(3) FOR PURPOSES OF THIS SUBSECTION G, WHENEVER ANY PERSON IS FOUND TO
BE IN VIOLATION OF THIS SECTION OR AN IRRIGATION SYSTEM PERMIT ISSUED
UNDER THIS SECTION, THAT PERSON SHALL BE NOTIFIED, IN WRITING, BY THE
TOWN OF THE VIOLATION, AND SHALL BE REQUIRED TO COMMENCE
CORRECTION OF ALL VIOLATIONS WITHIN FIVE (5) DAYS AFTER SUCH NOTICE
AND SHALL CORRECT ALL SUCH VIOLATIONS WITHIN THIRTY (30) DAYS OF
WRITTEN NOTICE. IF CORRECTIONS ARE NOT COMMENCED WITHIN FIVE (5)
DAYS OF WRITTEN NOTICE OR NOT CORRECTED WITHIN THIRTY (30) DAYS OF
WRITTEN NOTICE, EACH DAY THAT A VIOLATION CONTINUES SHALL BE
CONSIDERED A SEPARATE OFFENSE, PUNISHED BY A LIKE PENALTY.

(4) THE FOLLOWING OFFICIALS ARE HEREBY EMPOWERED AND AUTHORIZED TO
ENFORCE THE PROVISIONS OF THIS CHAPTER.

A) ANY CODE ENFORCEMENT OFFICER OF THE TOWN;
B) ANY OFFICER OF THE LA PLATA POLICE DEPARTMENT;

C) THE TOWN CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER,;
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D) THE TOWN INSPECTOR.

SECTION 4. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED that a new Section 101-1P. be and
it is hereby added to the Code of the Town of La Plata (1998 Edition and Supplements), Chapter
101, Fees, to follow immediately after Section 101-1.0. and to read as follows:

Chapter 101 - FEES
101-1 Plat, permit and inspection fees.

P. NEW IRRIGATION SYSTEM INSTALLATION: AS PER THE REQUIREMENT OF
CHAPTER 186, WATER AND SEWERS, § 186-19.D, THE IRRIGATION SYSTEM PERMIT
APPLICATION FEE SHALL BE FIFTY DOLLARS ($50.).

SECTION 5. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED that if any provision of this
Ordinance, or the application thereof to any person or circumstance is held invalid for any
reason, such invalidity shall not affect the other provisions or any other application of this
Ordinance which can be given effect without the invalid provisions or application, and to this
end, all the provisions of this Ordinance are hereby declared to be severable.

SECTION 6. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED that this Ordinance shall become
effective at the expiration of fifteen (15) calendar days after its approval by the Council.

ADOPTED this 27" day of January, 2668 2009.

SEAL: COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF LA PLATA

Roy G. Hale, Mayor

James Goldsmith, Councilman
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Scot D. Lucas, Councilman

ATTEST:

Paretta D. Mudd, Councilwoman
Judith T. Frazier, Town Clerk Vic E. Newman, Councilman
Date:

EXPLANATION:
CAPITALS INDICATE MATTER ADDED TO EXISTING LAW.
((Double Parenthesis)) indicate matter deleted from existing law.
Underlining indicates amendments to bill.
Strike-Out indicates matter stricken from bill by amendment or deleted from the law

by amendment.




