
Design Review Board   
Town Hall, La Plata, Maryland 
Meeting    
December 21, 2011, 9:00 AM 
 
Present: Councilman Joe Norris; Joann Baierlein; Steve Urso; Judy Hamilton; Jeannine 

James; Reginald Kearny – Board  members (Due to the absence of three (3) 
members, Mr. Kearny had full voting rights.) 

 
Town Staff: David M. Jenkins, Director of Municipal Development; Danielle Mandley, Town 

Clerk; Theresa Dent, Senior Planner. 
 
Minutes: 
 
 Due to the absence of Chairman Turgeon and Vice Chairman Gallagher, Councilman 
Norris acted as Chairman and called the meeting to order at 9:00 AM and led the Board and all 
attendees in reciting the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

 
Approval of December 7, 2011 minutes. 

 Ms. James moved to approve the minutes of the December 7, 2011 meeting.  Mr. Urso 
seconded the motion and it passed by unanimous vote. 
 

 
Matters of Discussion and Review 

 The agenda order was modified to accommodate the delayed arrival of the representative 
of Sleep Inn. 
 

• Exxon/Dash In, 6335 Crain Highway – Application for attached and detached signage, 
and façade changes. 

 
 Ms. Dent summarized the staff report for the application for Exxon/Dash In, 6335 Crain 
Highway – Application for attached and detached signage, and façade changes, dated December 
21, 2011. 
 

 Mike Pelligrino, with PAS Architecture, and Brian Fenwick and Steve Stookey with 
Dash In, 6335 Crain Highway, provided a power point presentation describing the project 
proposal.  The presentation included a response to the C-H Community Design Guidelines, a 
description of the exterior façade graphics package.  Color and material samples were provided 
to the Board. 
 
 Following extensive discussion, the Board agreed to include certain conditions of 
approval, with the stipulation that if the conditions cannot be met the applicant will be required 
to bring the project back for review. 
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 Mr. Urso moved to (1) approve the façade changes and attached signage as proposed (2) 
approve the freestanding signage, pending confirmation that the sign placement will be as 
depicted on the site plan (3) approve the carwash, with the condition that the “blowers” can be 
contained within the building, the Exxon/Dash In, 6335 Crain Highway. 
 

• Sleep Inn, 6860 Crain Highway – Application for attached and detached signage for 
conversion to Holiday Inn Express. 

 
 Ms. Dent summarized the staff report associated with the Sleep Inn application for 
attached and detached signage, dated December 21, 2011. 
 
 Sonny Patel, owner of Sleep Inn, presented the proposed attached and detached signage 
for the conversion to a Holiday Inn Express.  Mr. Patel noted that the renderings provided do not 
accurately reflect the size proportions for the attached signage. 
 
 Ms. James moved to approve the Holiday Inn Express building signage as presented and 
to deny the freestanding signage as presented, and to recommend to incorporate the new signage 
in the existing monument sign to meet the design guidelines.  Ms. Baierlein seconded motion and 
it passed unanimously. 
 

 
►Other Business 

• Planning and Community Development Project Updates – Theresa Dent 
 
 Ms. Dent reported on several expected applications of various projects for Civista 
Hospital  

• Council Updates – Councilman Norris 
 
 Councilman Norris provided information regarding the introduction of an Ordinance to 
amend the Electronic Signs section of the sign code. 
 
 There being no further discussion, Mr. Kearney moved to adjourn at 10:32 AM. Ms. 
Baierlein seconded the motion and it carried. 
 
       Submitted by: 
 
 
       ________________________________ 
       Danielle Mandley 
       Town Clerk 
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