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               TOWN OF LA PLATA 

Annual Report 

 

Prepared by the La Plata Planning Commission for the period 

January 2014 through December 2014 

 

Submitted July 1, 2015  

 

Amendments and Growth Related Changes in Development Patterns  

 

There were no comprehensive plans or plan elements adopted or growth related 

changes to the development patterns for the town in 2014. 

 

There were no amendments that would affect development patterns and no map 

amendments or growth related changes that would require a review for consistency  

of the current adopted comprehensive plan.  

 

 

Planning Commission: 

Updates to the Planning Commission members are as follows as of 12/31/2014: 

Debra Posey, Chair 

Michael Gaham, III, Alternate  

Jimmy Cox 

Mary Louise Grant 

James Breitinger,  

C. Keith Back, Town Council  

    

The Planning Commission reviewed the following development plans and worked 

with staff on the following draft code revision in the 2014  year period:  

 
January 7, 2014 

- Draft Zoning Code – PBPE Planned Business Park and Enterprise District 
- Draft Zoning Code – Word Usage & Definitions 
- Draft Zoning Code – Article IV Development Standards 
- Draft Zoning Code – Article V Special Exception Standards 

 
February 4, 2014 
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- Review of Conceptual Site Man – Charles County Nursing and Rehabilitation Center – 
Washington Avenue 

- Application for Special Exception – CY 14-02 Hawthorne Greene II 
- Review of Planned Business Park and Enterprise District Ordinance 

 
March 4, 2014 – Cancelled – No Quorum 
 
April 10, 2014 – Rescheduled from April 1, 2014 

- Ordinance 14-02 – Correction of Code Reference under Certificates of Occupancy 
- Review of Planned Business Park and Enterprise District Ordinance 
- Draft Code Revisions – Word Usage and Definitions 
- Draft 2013 Annual Report to Maryland Department of Planning 
- Draft Code Revisions – Hospital Signage 
 

May 6, 2014 
- LaGrange Subdivision – Preliminary Plat Extension Request 
- Draft Code Revisions – Planned Business Park and Enterprise District 
- Draft Code Revisions – Word Usage and Definitions 
- Draft 2013 Annual Report to Maryland Department of Planning 
 

June 3, 2014 
- Ordinance 14-06 Master Sign Plans for a Hospital organization and Campus, Nonconforming 

Signs and Devices, and Anniversary Banner Signage 
- Agricopia Farms – Request for Preliminary Plat Extension 
- CCNRC, Washington Avenue “The Heritage” – Application for Site Development Plan 
- Review of Code Language – Preliminary Plat Extensions 

 
July 1, 2014- Meeting Cancelled 
 
August 6, 2014 – Rescheduled from August 5, 2014 

- CCNRC “The Heritage”, Washington Avenue and Heritage Green Parkway – Application for 
Site Development Plan for a Convalescent Home 

- Draft Code Revisions – Preliminary Plan Extension 
- Maryland sustainable Growth Commission Initiative 

 
September 2, 2014 

- CCNRC “The Heritage”, Washington Avenue and Heritage Green Parkway – Application for 
Site Development Plan for a Convalescent Home 

- SMECO Transmission Line Project 
 

October 7, 2014 – Cancelled 
 
November 6, 2014 

- La Plata Commerce Center, Washington Avenue – Application for Site Development Plan 
- Draft Code Revisions – Preliminary Plat Extensions 

 
December 2, 2014 - Cancelled 
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Board of Appeals – 

The following cases were approved by the Board of Appeals in 2014: 

1. CY 14-02 SE – Hawthorn Green II -Application for Special Exception for a 

Senior Living Community. 

 

Design Review Board-  

The Design Review Board approves architectural plans, landscaping plans, master 

sign plans and permanent signage. Below is a list of approvals made in 2013.  

 
January 8, 2014 – Rescheduled from January 1, 2014 

6223 Crain Highway - Galazio - Review of Exterior Renovations & Signage  
115 Charles Street – Maryland Partner’s Bank 
 

January 29, 2014 
6223 Crain Highway - Galazio - Review of Exterior Renovations & Signage  

 
February 5, 2014 

115 Charles Street – Maryland Partner’s Bank – Application for Signage 
 

March 5, 2014 
112 Charles Street – Potomac Early Learning Center – Review of Freestanding Sign 

March 19, 2014 
Edelen Station – Review of Building Façades for lots 11-30 

 
April 2, 2014 

601 Oak Avenue – Application of New Signage 
April 16, 2014 

112 Charles Street  - Potomac Early Learning Center – Review of Freestanding Sign 
 

May 7, 2014 
115 Charles Street – Maryland Partners Bank – Application for Freestanding Sign 
406 Charles Street – Application for Master Sign Plan revisions and Building Signage 
404 Baltimore Street/109 N. Maple – SMO Inc. Exterior Building Renovations  

 
May 21, 2014 

404 Baltimore Street – SMO – Application for Exterior Lighting Fixtures 
Small Cell Equipment – Proposed Installations in CB, CBT, and CH Zoning District 

 
June 4, 2014 

6600 Crain Highway – Lux Auto – Application for Attached and Detached signage 
 

July 2, 2014 
 113 Charles Street – D3 Properties – Application for Master Sign Plan 

 
August 6, 2014 

 109 St. Mary’s Avenue – Application for Master Sign Plan 
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 5 Garret Avenue – University of Maryland Charles Regional Medical Center – 
Application for Master Sign Plan 

 101 La Grange Avenue – La Plata Police Department – Application for a Storage 
Building 

 
September 3, 2014 

 101 La Grange Avenue – La Plata Police Department – Application for a Storage 
Building 

 
October 15, 2014 

 107 Centennial Street – Application for a Master Sign Plan 
 6560 Crain Highway – Wiygul Automotive (Goodyear) - Application for 

replacement of sing panels on an existing nonconforming sign. 
 

November 5, 2014 
 6223 Crain Highway – Application for Freestanding Sign 

 
November 19, 2014 

 Charles County Nursing and Rehabilitation Center – Application for “The 
Heritage” on Washington Avenue at Heritage Green Parkway 

 
December 3, 2014 

 605 E. Charles Street – UMCRMC Application for a Perimeter Fence 
 Hawthorne Center – Application for Master Sign Plan Amendments 
 La Plata Shopping Center – Application for Master Sign Plan Amendment 

 
December 17, 2014 

 406 Charles Street – T.R. Farrall Building – Application for Master Sign Plan 
Amendment 
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Permit Type January February March April May June July August September October November December Total

Building- New 

Residential
3 4 4 16 4 3 8 4 8 5 7 66

Building - Misc. 

Residential
2 3 5 4 11 12 5 3 4 5 5 3 62

Building - Solar 

Panel 
1 1 2 1 3 8 6 22

Occupancy - 

Residential
2 2 4 1 1 5 3 11 1 2 6 2 40

Building - New 

Commercial
1 1 2

Building - Misc. 

Commerical
4 1 1 1 1 2 1 4 15

Building - Misc. 

Commercial Fit-Out
2 2 3 2 1 2 12

Occupancy - New 

Commercial
1 1 1 3

Occupancy - 

Commercial Fit-Out
3 3 1 1 4 12

Demolition 0

Grading 1 1 2

Utility 5 16 4 3 3 8 5 8 5 7 64

Plumbing 2 3 12 10 13 8 1 12 9 3 10 3 86

Permanent Sign 10 1 4 8 4 2 8 20 3 60

Temporary Event 1 1 3 4 2 3 1 15

Total 461

Process Improvements:  

Updates to the town website included creating a single tab named “Department” 

and consolidating all of the Department of Planning & Community Development 

(PCD) functions and related resources under the Planning tab within the 

Department section. The Planning section includes Mission Statement, Goals, 

What We Do, Staff Contacts, Links to Resources (Permits, Adopted Comp Plan, 

Zoning Map, Customer Service Guides, Board and Commissions [Planning 

Commission, Design Review Board, Board of Appeals]) meeting dates and 

submission requirements.  

  

 To improve the process for seeking permit approvals from the town, the planning 

 staff created two customer assistance guides. The guides are available in print 

      and are available at the Town’s permit counter and on the new Planning  

 Tab of the town website: 

 

  #1 – Residential Building Permit Application Instruction 

  #2 – “How to draw a site plan” for residential additions and   

   redevelopment    

 

 Staff has commenced work on a dedication and bonding procedure document for 

 construction and acceptance of public facilities (water, sewer, roads, stormwater 

 management, recreation). It is close to being finalized through Planning staff 

 collaboration with the Public Works and Operations staff. 

 

Planning & Community Development: 

 

The total number of permits of all types approved in 2014 are as follows: 

 


