Town of La Plata Snow Policy 2019/20
	County Plowed Roads
	Town Plowed Roads
	State Plowed Roads

	Glen Albin Road
St. Mary’s Avenue from Frederick Drive to Rt. 301
Washington Avenue from Route 301 to Route 6

Radio Station Road 
	St. Mary’s Avenue from Rt. 6 to Frederick Drive

Quailwood Parkway from Hawthorne to Route 6


	Route 301

Route 6 - Charles Street

Route 225 - Hawthorne Drive west beginning at Route 301

Route 488


Snow Preparation Procedures

-Snow removal crews will be put into action at the call of the Director or Asst. Director of Public Works

-Snow removal will begin when 2 -3 inches of snow has accumulated on roadways.

-Snow removal efforts will be ongoing during the event and will continue until all streets in the Town are cleared.

-It may be necessary to pile snow in front of mailboxes, especially in smaller courts and

 cul-de-sacs.

Plow Routes

-The Town will normally plow to provide better access to the higher traveled streets first (Primary Roads, Collector Streets and Major residential roads).  In addition, the Town has agreed to provide snow removal and salting for treatment of ice accumulation from all roadways, parking areas, vehicle entrances, sidewalks, and bus stop location at the MTA lot located on Washington Avenue.

-Secondly secondary streets and municipal buildings are plowed.

-Lastly cul-de-sacs and dead-end streets are plowed.

Icy Conditions

-Salt distribution will be determined based on the following criteria and priority:

   Main Collector Streets

   Streets with Hills

   Difficult intersections – stop lights and stop signs

   Major residential roads

-Cul-de-sacs and courts may not receive salt treatment

Sidewalks

-Town crews are responsible for clearing sidewalks at public facilities, Town Hall and Parks.

-Town of La Plata property owners are responsible for keeping all sidewalks along their property clear and free of snow and ice.

Parking

-Residents are asked not to park vehicles on any street.

-If you must park on the street park as close to the curb as possible and on one side of the street.

Examples of Street designations:

	Primary Roads
	Collector Streets
	Major Residential
	Secondary

	Agricopia Drive

East Patuxent Drive

Oriole Lane

Shining Willow Way
	St. Mary’s Avenue

Washington Avenue

Heritage Green Pkwy.
	Llano Drive

Martin Drive


	Baltimore St.

Cecil St.

Calvert St.

Howard St. 


Snow Emergency Routes

Parking of vehicles on marked snow emergency routes is prohibited when the snow emergency plan is in effect for Charles County.  Parking shall continue to be prohibited until the snow emergency plan has been cleared.  Any vehicles that are illegally parked, that are obstructing traffic, or interfering with the clearing of snow and/or ice are subject to a parking violation or the vehicle being towed at the owner’s expense.

Mailbox Replacement Policy

Please contact the Public Works Department at (301) 934-8421, if your mailbox is damaged during snow removal.  The Public Works Department will investigate the claim to determine if the damage was caused by the Town or contracted equipment making physical contact with the mailbox.  If it is determined by the Public Works Department that the mailbox damage was at fault of the Town or contracted equipment the following options are available.

1.  Replacement by the Town of existing mailbox with a standard wooden post and mailbox.

2.  Property owners may be reimbursed at a flat rate of $50.00.  It will be the responsibility of the property owner to replace the mailbox.

Mailboxes damaged by snow flowing from plows will not be replaced or reimbursed.

Snow Removal – What You Can Expect When It Snows
When it snows, Town and contracted crews concentrate on keeping primary Town roads and major residential neighborhood streets passable. These roads are cleared down to pavement as soon as possible after a storm is over.

Plowing generally begins when snow becomes 2 – 3 inches deep and the temperature indicates there will be no melting. Even after plowing, snow that has been hard packed by traffic often remains on the street, and the plows are unable to remove it completely. In this type of situation, a mixture of sand and salt is spread to provide adequate traction.

· It takes a minimum of 12 hours following the end of a 3” to 4” snowfall to plow and/or treat every primary Town road once.

· After a 5” to 7” snowfall, you can expect primary and major residential Town roads to be plowed within 18 to 24 hours.

· After an 8” to 10” snowfall, you can expect primary and major residential Town roads to be plowed within 24 to 36 hours.

· 15” of snowfall will require about 36 to 48 hours, and 24” of snowfall will require 48 to 60 hours

· Please note, the type of snow (wet or powder) the temperatures and wind conditions following a storm can alter this schedule.

· In some cases, where snow is drifting and blowing, snow plows will concentrate on snow emergency routes and primary roads. This may decrease response time to residential or neighborhood roads. 
· Please be patient, streets are plowed per their priority. 

