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 TOWN OF LA PLATA 
 305 Queen Anne Street 
 Post Office Box 2268 
 La Plata, Maryland 20646 

  
 
To:       Honorable Mayor and Members of Town Council 
 

From:     Brent Manuel, Town Manager      
 

Subject:  FY 2020 Town Manager’s Transmittal Letter 
 

Date:       April 3, 2019 
  
 

It is with great pleasure that I present to you the Fiscal Year (FY) 2020 (July 1, 2019 – June 
30, 2020) Proposed Budget & Capital Improvement Plan for the Town of La Plata. This budget 
includes the Town’s General Fund and Enterprise Funds with appropriated funds for both 
operating and capital projects. Reflected in the budget is the guidance provided by Town Council, 
Department Heads, Staff, Community Groups, and La Plata residents. The proposed General Fund 
Budget for FY 2020 equals $9,531,870 which represents a growth over the FY 2019 budget of 
$1,396,740 or 17%. This large increase is mainly attributable to capital projects funded through 
fund balance. The proposed Enterprise Funds Budget for FY 2020 equals $9,556,654 which 
represents a growth over the FY 2019 budget of $142,484 or 2%.  

 
The Town continues to feel the impact of the national economic recession as seen in 

stagnant property values and sluggish new housing. However, construction activity in the Town 
increased in FY 2018 and is projected to increase again in FY 2019. The Town of La Plata remains 
strong financially. The FY 2020 Budget invests in the Town’s continued commitment to service 
our residents, businesses, and visitors, as well as continued investments in our aging infrastructure 
as reflected in our Capital Improvement Plan (CIP). We will continue to closely monitor our 
revenues and expenditures to ensure the needs of the Town are being met. 
 

Revenue 
 
 Real property taxes remain the major source of revenue in the Town. For the FY 2020 
Budget, real property taxes account for $4,173,110 of revenue or 44% of total revenue. In FY 
2020, the Town is in the second year of the three-year property tax assessment cycle. For the tax 
year beginning July 1, 2019, the estimated real property assessable base will increase by 
$12,275,673 or 1.4% from the previous year. The proposed budget reflects no increase in the 
property tax rate as it remains constant at $0.32 per $100 of assessed value. Maintaining the current 
tax rate will increase real property tax revenues by $55,282. As in previous years, the growth in 
property values remains stagnant. Growth in real property taxes is not keeping up with the growth 
in expenses. The town has looked to other revenue sources in the proposed budget to make up for 
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this deficiency. Without an increased pace of appreciation or significant new development in future 
years, the Town will ultimately be forced to find ways to raise more revenues or cut costs to 
balance its budget. 
 
   The other two types of property tax the Town levies and collects are business personal 
property and public utility personal property. Business personal property taxes are levied on the 
reported assessed value of personal property owned and used by Town based businesses. Public 
utility personal property taxes are assessed using the unit method of valuation which considers 
both the value of their real and personal property. Historically, both the business and public utility 
personal property tax rates have remained constant at $0.75 per $100 of assessed value. Due to the 
demand for increased Town services and the scope of the public utility personal property tax, the 
FY 2020 Proposed Budget represents an increase of $0.75 to $1.50 per $100 of assessed value. 
The business personal property tax rate will remain constant at $0.75 per $100 of assess value. For 
the FY 2020 Budget, business personal property taxes account for $179,860 in total revenue while 
public utility personal property taxes account for $155,600. 
 
 House Bill 807 passed the Maryland General Assembly on April 2, 2018 requiring all State 
revenue collected from the gas tax be held in the Transportation Trust Fund beginning in FY 2020. 
Due to this legislation, the Town anticipates an increase in their highway user revenue (HUR) of 
$130,300 from $318,515 in FY 2019 to $448,815 in FY 2020. The Town anticipates using the 
entire amount in FY 2020 to resurface streets. 
 
 The Town maintains a strong General Fund balance. The expected unassigned fund balance 
at June 30, 2019 is $8,470,471. The Proposed Budget appropriates $1,234,000 of unassigned fund 
balance to fund capital projects, a Town boundary update that was appropriated for but not 
expensed in FY 2019, and the remaining amount due for the Comprehensive Plan update that was 
not expensed in FY 2019.  
 
 The Town continues to explore grant opportunities and other revenue sources that can help 
meet the demand of services and positively impact our residents. 
 

 Expenditures 
 
 Budgeted expenditures for the Town of La Plata have exceeded revenues for the past 
several years causing unassigned fund balance to be appropriated to fund operating expenses. 
However, due to Town personnel doing an excellent job of controlling costs, the unassigned fund 
balance has been left untouched to cover operating costs. The Proposed FY 2020 Budget only 
appropriates the unassigned fund balance to cover capital expenditures and two non-capital 
projects that were budgeted for but not expensed in FY 2019.  
 
 The budget was developed with considerable input from Department Heads and their staff 
to ensure exceptional service levels are maintained for Town residents. The Town provides a range 
of services including refuse and recycling collection, storm drainage control, snow removal, street 
and bike trail maintenance, street lighting, parks, community events, planning, housing and 
property inspection, and police. Maintaining this level of service requires an array of expenses. 
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Like most municipalities, the majority of the Town’s expenses are related to personnel. The 
recovering economy has pushed unemployment rates down adding to the competition already 
faced by the Town to recruit and retain an excellent workforce. 
 
 

Staffing 
 
 Several new staff positions and promotions are reflected in the FY 2020 Proposed Budget. 
The costs for these new positions include salary and benefits. 
 

 Manager of Inspections: The cost to add this position would be $89,950. The 
position would be able to utilize the existing town fleet and would not require an 
additional vehicle. The goal of this position is to help meet the rising demand of 
code enforcement services within the Town. 

 Treatment Plant Senior Operator: The cost to add this position is $68,070. The 
goal of this position is to continue the cost saving trend of moving services 
performed by the Maryland Environmental Service (MES) at the Waste Water 
Treatment Plant to Town staff. This position was filled in March of 2019. 

 Administrative Aide I: Previously this position was part time in the Finance 
Department. Due to high turnover in the position and a growing demand for 
services within the Planning Department, the position has moved to full time with 
60% of its time budgeted for the Finance Department and 40% for Planning. The 
additional cost for this change is $24,300. This new position was filled in March of 
2019. 

 Police Department: Reflected in the proposed budget is several promotions within 
the Town’s police force. These promotions include one new Sergeant and two new 
Corporals. The Police Department continues its trend of reorganizing positions and 
shifts to have an effective force to meet Town needs. 

 
The FY 2020 Proposed Budget reflects a 1.65% cost of living increase and merit increase 
across the board for all staff. 

 

Capital Improvement Plan 
 
 This will be the first year the Town is incorporating a CIP into its budget and budget 
process. The Town will focus on FY 2020 in the current CIP and expand to a more comprehensive 
five-year plan in the FY 2021 budget. The CIP is proposed at $3,883,000 with $1,333,000 
appropriated to the General Fund and $2,550,000 to the Enterprise Funds. The CIP is funded 
through $156,000 pay-as-you-go and $3,727,000 in unassigned fund balance. Taking advantage 
of the Town’s strong fund balance allows no new debt to be incurred for capital projects in FY 
2020. Implementing a long view CIP will allow the Town to face challenges and meet 
opportunities in a planned and logical manner. 
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Enterprise Funds 
 
 As stated earlier, the proposed Enterprise Funds Budget for FY 2020 equals $9,556,654 
which represents a growth over the FY 2019 budget of $142,484 or 2%. As with most 
municipalities, La Plata faces significant challenges in the coming years due to aging 
infrastructure. Additionally, the Town has an MS4 Permit from the State that mandates La Plata 
to meet certain standards. This permit requires the Town to make significant upgrades to untreated 
impervious surfaces to current storm water standards. The cost to be in compliance with the MS4 
permit puts an enormous amount of current and future costs on our Storm Water fund. The Town 
strives to set water and sewer rates based on the actual cost to deliver services. Due to the increase 
in costs and aging infrastructure the Town is proposing an increase in sanitation, water and sewer. 
The FY 2020 proposed budget includes a 3.5% increase in trash and recycling, a 2.7% increase in 
water rates, and a 3% increase in sewer rates. These rates are being increased in a gradual manner 
to avoid large, one-time rate increases. The Storm Water rate is increasing by 25% due to the cost 
of following the MS4 Permit mandates, aging infrastructure, and increase maintenance costs. 
 

Conclusion 
 
 I would like to thank the Town staff for their assistance and knowledge in preparing the 
FY 2020 budget. Specifically, I would like to thank the Town Treasurer, Kevin Greenville, CPA, 
for his dedication and commitment to excellence in budget development. The input from Town 
residents and Community Groups was a valuable tool in ensuring we are meeting community needs 
in the upcoming fiscal year. Town staff and I look forward to assisting the Council in its review of 
the FY 2020 Proposed Budget & Capital Improvement Plan for the Town of La Plata. 
 

 

 

 

 

                  Sincerely, 

                 Brent Manuel 
              Town Manager 
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The Town of La Plata is located in Southern Maryland about 
30 miles southeast of Washington, DC, 60 miles south of 
Baltimore, 45 miles southwest of Annapolis, and 80 miles 
north of Richmond, Va. It serves as the county seat for the 
Charles County Government and was originally founded in the 
1870's as the Pennsylvania Railroad was granted a right of 
way to build its tracks and station. The Town of La Plata was 
incorporated on April 4, 1888.  Since La Plata's inception, it 
has grown into a beautiful small town of 8,753 residents (2010 

Census) with hundreds of small businesses that serve Southern Maryland. 

 

Traditionally, the Town’s total assessed property value has grown due to new home construction, 
additional commercial development and annexations of adjacent properties. The Town is in the 
second year of the three-year property tax assessment cycle. For the tax year beginning July 1, 
2019, the estimated real property assessable base will increase by $12,275,673 from the previous 
tax year. Per the United States Census Bureau, the median value of owner-occupied housing from 
2013-2017 was $336,700. 

 

The median household income for the Town of La Plata is $92,738, which exceeds the State of 
Maryland at $78,916 and the United States at $57,652 (2013 – 2017 United States Census Bureau). 

 

The Town of La Plata is a Council-Manager form of government. The Council is composed of five 
members with a mayor and four councilmembers. The entire elected body is up for election 
concurrently every four years with the last election occurring in 2017.  

 

The Town provides a range of municipal services including refuse and recycling collection, storm 
drainage control, snow removal, street and bike trail maintenance, street lighting, parks, 
community events, planning, housing and property inspection, and police. Additionally, the Town 
provides water and sewer services to residents and businesses. 
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GENERAL GOVERNMENT BUDGET BUDGET BUDGET 

POSITIONS FY 18 FY 19 FY 20 

Town Manager 1 1 1 

Assistant Town Manager 1 1 1 

TOTAL GENERAL GOVERNMENT 2 2 2 

    

LEGISLATIVE BUDGET BUDGET BUDGET 

POSITIONS FY 18 FY 19 FY 20 

Town Clerk 1 1 1 

TOTAL LEGISLATIVE SERVICES 1 1 1 

    

FINANCE BUDGET BUDGET BUDGET 

POSITIONS FY 18 FY 19 FY 20 

Treasurer 1 1 1 

Chief Accountant 0 0 1 

Accounting Supervisor 1 1 0 

Account Clerk II/Utility Billing Supervisor 1 1 1 

Account Clerk I/Accounts Payable 1 1 1 

Lead Cashier 1 1 1 

Administrative Aide I 0.5 0.5 1 

TOTAL FINANCE 5.5 5.5 6 

    

PLANNING BUDGET BUDGET BUDGET 

POSITIONS FY 18 FY 19 FY 20 

Director of Planning 1 1 1 

Senior Planner 1 1 1 

Planning Tech 1 1 1 

Manager of Inspections 0 0 1 

Inspector II 1 1 1 

TOTAL PLANNING 4 4 5 

    

POLICE DEPARTMENT BUDGET BUDGET BUDGET 

POSITIONS FY 18 FY 19 FY 20 

Chief of Police 1 1 1 



Personnel Schedule Full Time Equivalent 

13 | P a g e  
 

Town of La Plata, Maryland         Fiscal Year 2020 Adopted Budget 

Captain 1 1 1 

Lieutenant 1 1 1 

Sergeant 4 4 5 

Corporal 0 2 4 

PFC/Officer 12 10 7 

Detective 1 1 1 

UMCRM Officer 0 1 1 

Cadet 0.5 0.5 0.5 

Compliance Coordinator 0 0 1 

Administrative Aide II 1 1 0 

TOTAL POLICE DEPARTMENT 21.5 22.5 22.5 
    

OPERATIONS BUDGET BUDGET BUDGET 

POSITIONS FY 18 FY 19 FY 20 

Director of Operations 1 1 1 

Director of Public Works 1 1 1 

Assistant Director of Public Works 1 1 1 

Administrative Aide II 2 2 2 

Public Works Tech I 8 8 8 

Public Works Tech II 7 6 6 

Public Works Tech III 0 1 1 

Public Works Supervisor 2 1 1 

Public Works GIS Tech 0 1 1 

Treatment Plant Senior Operator 0 0 1 

Treatment Plant Operator in Training 1 2 3 3 

Storm Water Manager 1 1 1 

TOTAL OPERATIONS 25 26 27 

    

COMMUNITY PROMOTIONS BUDGET BUDGET BUDGET 

POSITIONS FY 18 FY 19 FY 20 

Community Promotions Coordinator 1 1 1 

TOTAL COMMUNITY PROMOTIONS 1 1 1 

    

TOTAL TOWN POSITIONS 60 62 64.5 
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Fund Structure 
A fund is a grouping of related accounts that is used to maintain control over resources that have 
been segregated for specific activities or objectives. The Town, like other state and local 
governments, uses fund accounting to ensure and demonstrate compliance with finance-related 
legal requirements. All funds of the Town can be divided into two categories, governmental funds 
and proprietary funds. 
 
Governmental funds are those funds through which most governmental functions of the Town are 
financed. The Town has one governmental fund, the General Fund, which is the general operating 
fund of the Town used to account for all revenues and expenditures except those accounted for in 
proprietary funds. Typical government functions funded through the General Fund include 
legislative, finance, administration, planning, police, inspections, public works, parks, community 
promotion, fleet maintenance, and facilities maintenance. All general tax revenues and other 
receipts that are not allocated by law or contractual agreement to another fund are accounted for 
in the General Fund. 
 
Services for which the Town charges a fee are generally reported in the proprietary funds. The 
Town has one type of proprietary fund, an enterprise fund. The Town’s enterprise funds are the 
same as its business-type activities. The Town maintains two major enterprise funds, the Water 
and Sewer Fund and the Sanitation Fund and a third non-major fund, the Storm Water Utility Fund. 
 

Basis of Accounting 
For financial reporting purposes, the Governmental Funds use the modified accrual basis of 
accounting consistent with Generally Accepted Accounting Principles (GAAP). Under this 
method revenues considered to be both measurable and available for funding current 
appropriations are recognized when earned. All other revenues are recognized when received 
except those of a material amount that have not been received at the normal time of receipt are 
accrued, and any revenues received in advance are deferred. Expenditures are recorded at the time 
liabilities are incurred, except for accumulated sick leave, which is treated as an expenditure when 
paid.  
 
Proprietary Funds use the accrual basis of accounting consistent with GAAP. Under this method 
revenues are recognized when earned and expenses are recognized at the time liabilities are 
incurred. 
 

Budgetary Basis of Accounting 
The Town budgets for the Governmental Funds and Proprietary Funds using the same basis in 
reporting under Generally Accepted Accounting Principles except as noted below: 
 
Governmental Funds: 

 Budget amounts are encumbered when contracts are signed for goods or services. These 
amounts are included under the budget-basis for the fiscal year in which they are 
encumbered, rather than the year in which goods or services are received and a liability 
incurred. Appropriations that are not spent or encumbered lapse at the end of the fiscal 
year. 
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Proprietary Funds: 

 Principal debt payments are budgeted as an expense rather than reductions of the liability. 
 Capital outlays are budgeted as an expense in the year purchased, rather than recorded as 

fixed assets and capitalized based on their useful lives (excludes land and construction-in-
progress). 

 Depreciation expense is budgeted for the future replacement of aging assets. 
 Compensated absences are not considered to be an expense until paid. 
 Debt proceeds are considered revenues rather than an increase in liabilities. 
 Grants obtained for the construction of assets are considered revenue rather than capital 

contributions 
 Sale of assets are recognized as revenue; however, the related gain or loss is not. 

 
 

Investments 
State law allows municipalities to invest surplus funds in financial institutions that provide 
collateral with a market value that equals or exceeds the amount by which a deposit exceeds the 
deposit insurance. Additionally, State law requires municipalities to have an investment policy. 
The Town Council adopted through resolution an investment policy that requires all deposits more 
than the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation (FDIC) insurance coverage limits, in any Bank, 
shall be collateralized at a level of at least 102% of the market value of the principal and any 
accrued interest thereon. Acceptable collateral is defined as U.S. obligations, federal agency 
securities, or federal instrumentality securities. The primary objectives, in priority order, of the 
Towns investment activities shall be safety, liquidity, and return on investment. 
 

Accounting and Auditing 
The Town will establish and maintain the highest standards of accounting practices in conformance 
with GAAP. The Town will annually engage an independent audit firm of certified public 
accountants to perform an audit in accordance with Generally Accepted Auditing Standards. This 
audit is required by said standards to be planned and performed to obtain reasonable assurance 
about whether the financial statements are free of material misstatement. The auditors will issue a 
public opinion on the financial statements and present their findings to Town Council in a public 
meeting. 
 

Budget Development Overview 
The Town’s budget will be developed on an annual basis for each of the Town’s funds. The Town 
Council must adopt a balanced annual operating budget by July 1 of each fiscal year. The adopted 
budget must be balanced, meaning all total projected revenues and other financing sources are 
equal to all total anticipated expenditures. The Town Treasurer is responsible for estimating 
projected revenues. Department Directors are responsible for providing anticipated expenditures 
for their departments including personnel, operating, and capital outlay. Department Directors 
submit expenditure requests to the Treasurer who will review and compile the requests. The Town 
Treasurer presents the draft proposed budget to the Town Manager. Meetings are held between the 
Town Manager, Treasurer, and individual Department Directors to discuss the expenditure 
requests. For FY 2020 the Town has the following Budget Calendar: 
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DATE EVENT 

Saturday, January 26, 2019 

 

Council/Staff Budget Retreat.  

Thursday, February 14, 2019 

 

Budget worksheets issued to Department 
Directors.  

Friday, March 8, 2019 Deadline for all Department Directors to submit 
FY 2020 budget worksheets to Town Manager. 

Monday, March 11, 2019 – Friday, March 22, 
2019 

Town Manager and Town Treasurer meet with 
Department Directors to align their budgets with 
service priorities and available resources. 

Friday, March 29, 2019 Town Manager transmits Proposed Budget FY 
2020 to the Council. 

Wednesday, April 3, 2019 Publication of notice of public hearing on 
Constant Yield Tax Rate tentatively scheduled 
for April 22, 2018. 

Monday, April 8, 2019 Work Session: Budget discussion focusing on 
Operating Funds. 

Monday, April 15, 2019 Work Session: Budget discussion focusing on 
Enterprise Funds. 

Monday, April 22, 2019 Public Hearing and Public Comment on 
Constant Yield Tax.  

Monday, May 13, 2019 Work Session: Discussion of fee schedule and 
introduction of Ordinance for FY 2020 Tax 
Rates. 

Monday, May 20, 2019 Special Meeting:  

1. Introduction of Ordinance adopting the 
FY 2020 Fee Schedule. 

2. Introduction of Ordinance adopting the 
FY 2020 Financial Plan Budget. 

3. Public Hearing and Public Comment on 
FY 2020 Fee Schedule. 

4. Public Hearing and Public Comment on 
FY 2020 Financial Plan Budget. 

Tuesday, May 28, 2019 Business Meeting: Adoption of FY 2020 Fee 
Schedule, Tax Rates and Financial Plan Budget. 
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Revenue Estimates 
The Town maintains a diversified and stable revenue structure to protect it from short-run 
fluctuations in any single revenue source. Annually the Town will estimate revenues by using an 
objective and analytical process based off historical data and expected future trends.  

 
Expenditure Estimates 
Annually the Town will estimate operating expenditures by reviewing goals and objectives for the 
coming year and analyzing cost on a line by line basis. Personnel costs are estimated by the Finance 
Department based off position requests by each Department.  
 
The capitalization threshold for capital assets is $5,000. Capital assets under $5,000 is included in 
the operating expenses of each line item rather than a capital outlay. 
 

Capital Improvement Plan 
A capital improvement plan (CIP) provides a long-term view of the physical and technological 
improvements needed by the Town to ensure that resources are utilized to the best degree possible. 
Historically, the Town has approached capital investments on a case-by-case basis. That is, on a 
fiscal year basis, projects were designed and completed as necessary. However, the Town has 
significant challenges and opportunities in the next several years that must be address in a planned 
and logical manner to ensure that we have the financial, personnel, time, and physical resources 
necessary to strategically capitalize on these opportunities. 
 
For consideration in the CIP, the Town will use a minimum cost threshold of $20,000 for each 
project. CIP projects should include infrastructure, public buildings, land acquisitions, equipment, 
information technology, and professional design and engineering work associated with projects 
that will be included in future capital improvement plans. Upgrades and repairs costing more than 
$20,000 that extend the useful life of the asset should be included in the CIP as well. 
 
The CIP covers a period of five years and is revised annually. However, considering this is the 
first year the Town is implementing a CIP, the Town will focus on fiscal year 2020 in the current 
CIP and expand to a more comprehensive five-year plan in the fiscal year 2021 budget. Each 
project includes a description, cost estimate, funding sources, and time schedule. Funding for the 
portion of the CIP is incorporated in the carious funds where costs will be financed. 
 

Budget Amendment 
During a fiscal year, situations will inevitably arise when it will be necessary to amend the budget. 
A budget amendment to transfer funds between appropriations within the same fund must be 
approved by the Town Council as an ordinance.  
 

Schedule of Fees 
Annually during the budget process, the Town establishes its schedule of fees through an 
ordinance. To the extent possible, fees will be established to recover actual costs related to 
enforcement; however, they may also be partially supported by taxes as the Town does not aim to 
limit access or encourage violations due to prohibitive fees and charges.   
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Overview of Revenues 

   

FY 2016 
Actual 

FY 2017 
Actual 

FY 2018 
Actual 

FY 2019 
Budget 

FY 2020 
Adopted 

$ Budget to 
Budget 

% 
Budget 

to 
Budget 

General Fund Revenues:         

General Property Taxes  

   
4,173,837  

   
4,200,131  

   
4,673,682  

     
4,252,550  

   
4,518,570  

        
266,020  6% 

Other Local Taxes  

   
1,623,478  

   
1,667,544  

   
1,570,753  

     
1,502,050  

   
1,547,500  

          
45,450  3% 

Licenses & Permits  

      
529,799  

      
336,081  

      
437,119  

        
365,000  

      
421,500  

          
56,500  15% 

Intergovernmental Revenues  

      
457,018  

      
393,165  

      
384,234  

        
404,850  

      
568,395  

        
163,545  40% 

Charges for Services  

        
39,784  

        
80,408  

        
80,125  

          
61,400  

      
139,000  

          
77,600  126% 

Fines & Forfeitures  

        
14,699  

        
10,061  

        
10,333  

             
5,000  

        
10,000  

            
5,000  100% 

Miscellaneous Revenues  

      
126,073  

      
197,305  

      
258,335  

        
194,040  

      
209,410          15,370 8% 

Other Financing Sources  

      
785,050  

      
785,050  

      
902,890  

     
1,350,240  

   
2,163,905  

          
813,665  60% 

         

Total General Fund    7,749,738    7,669,745    8,317,471      8,135,130    9,578,280      1,443,150  18% 

         

Proprietary Funds Revenues:         

Sanitation Fund  

   
1,129,949  

   
1,129,488  

   
1,099,572  

     
1,121,900  

   
1,159,795  

          
37,895  3% 

Sewer Fund  

   
3,689,531  

   
3,947,932  

   
3,955,386  

     
6,794,395  

   
6,522,004  

      
(272,391) -4% 

Water Fund  

      
899,393  

      
901,810  

      
981,397  

     
1,103,095  

   
1,122,275  

          
19,180  2% 

Storm Water Fund  

      
389,423  

      
395,587  

      
403,901  

        
394,780  

      
759,193  

        
364,413  92% 

         

Total Proprietary Fund    6,108,296    6,374,817    6,440,256      9,414,170    9,563,267         149,097  2% 
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Overview of Expenditures 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

FY 2016 
Actual 

FY 2017 
Actual 

FY 2018 
Actual 

FY 2019 
Budget 

FY 2020 
Adopted 

$ Budget to 
Budget 

% Budget 
to Budget 

General Fund Expenses:         

Legislative          216,624        220,982        195,300          298,560        301,420              2,860 1% 

Elections                     -              7,018                   -                       -                     -                       -    0% 

Finance          512,141        507,823        533,089          574,195        612,635            38,440  7% 

Legal            72,524          62,927          40,980            35,000                   -            (35,000) -100% 

Human Resources            29,339          31,069          25,595            25,200          25,840                 640  3% 

Planning          347,875        330,343        327,904          526,670        556,670            30,000  6% 

Administration          421,788        434,579        500,908          488,070      1,263,660          775,590  159% 

Information Technology          126,246        116,887        101,424          126,500        141,500            15,000  12% 

Police       1,956,819     2,174,064     2,424,233       2,818,015     3,023,380          205,365  7% 

Inspections & Enforcement          216,406        188,952        116,162          163,740        266,720          102,980  63% 

Emergency Preparedness               8,651            8,640            8,640              9,500            9,000               (500) -5% 

Public Works Administration          624,539        573,353        571,548          624,610        652,980            28,370  5% 

Facilities Maintenance          326,633        416,974        368,126          324,780        610,490          285,710  88% 

Fleet Maintenance            83,676        149,252        154,885          181,635        167,540          (14,095) -8% 

Streets          664,148        864,895        345,067          917,830     1,024,785          106,955  12% 

Parks          167,906        206,948        204,832          238,895        255,750            16,855  7% 

Community Promotion          206,659        255,066        202,275          228,410        249,665            21,255  9% 

Other Financing Uses       1,519,034        648,248        523,183          553,520        416,245        (137,275) -25% 

         

Total General Fund       7,501,009     7,198,020     6,644,150       8,135,130     9,578,280        1,443,150  18% 

         

Proprietary Funds Expenses:         

Sanitation Fund       1,129,949     1,129,488     1,099,572       1,099,950     1,158,715            58,765  5% 

Sewer Fund       3,689,531     3,947,932     3,955,386       6,790,230     6,513,334        (275,316) -4% 

Water Fund          899,393        901,810        981,397       1,099,961     1,120,311            20,930  2% 

Storm Water Fund          389,423        395,587        403,901          365,891        754,913          389,334  106% 

         

Total Proprietary Fund       6,108,296     6,374,817     6,440,256       9,356,032     9,549,673          193,713  2% 
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Overview of Debt Service 

 

Notes payable relating to governmental activities at June 30, 2019 consists of the following: 

Note   payable   with   fire   house, noninterest-bearing, payable   in annual installments of $2,000 
through June 2023.        

 
 $      8,000  

 
 
A schedule of maturities of the general obligation bonds payable and notes payable relating to 
governmental activities as of June 30, 2019 is as follows: 

 
                                                       Governmental debt 

   Principal    Interest    Total  

June 30, 2020 2,000                        -                  2,000 
2021 2,000                        -                  2,000 
2022 2,000                        -                  2,000 
2023 2,000                        -                  2,000 
2024   -    -    -  

 
  $  8,000    $     0   $  8,000  

 

The entire accumulated unused compensated absences liability for governmental activities will be 
liquidated by the General Fund. 

 
Revenue bonds payable relating to business-type activities at June 30, 2019 consists of the following: 

 

Town of La Plata, Maryland Water Quality Financing Administration Bond, Series 2010; 

authorized amount $792,742; interest at 1% payable semiannually beginning August 2010 

and including annual principal beginning August 2011. Principal serially redeemed through 

February 2030. 

 
 $    476,517  

 

Town of La Plata, Maryland Water Quality Financing Administration Bond, Series 2010; 

authorized amount $3,751,600; interest at 1% payable semiannually beginning August 2010 

and including annual principal beginning August 2011. Principal serially redeemed through 

February 2030. All the costs associated with the bond are to be paid from revenue sources 

generated from a special tax district.  
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 Adopted Budget Overview

$ 2,191,029

La  Plata  Water  Quality  Bond  2000  Series;  authorized  amount  $7,700,000; semiannual 
principal  and interest  payments  at  1.6%.  Principal serially redeemed  through  February  1,

2023.

$ 1,572,471

Town  of  La  Plata,  Maryland  Water  Quality  Financing  Administration  Bond,  Series  2011;

authorized amount $962,000; interest at 2.2% payable annually beginning February 2012 and 
including  annual principal  beginning August 2014.  Principal  serially  redeemed through

February 2033.

$ 745,271

Town  of  La  Plata,  Maryland  Drinking  Water  Bond,  Series  2011A;  authorized  amount

$500,000; interest at 2.2% payable annually beginning February 2012 and including annual 
principal beginning February 2013. Principal serially redeemed through February 2032.

$ 348,279

$  5,334,567

A  schedule  of  maturities  of  the  revenue  bonds  payable  and  general  obligation  bonds 
payable relating to business-type activities as of June 30, 2019 is as follows:

Business-type debt

Fiscal Years Principal Interest Total

2020 730,941 63,323 794,264
2021 741,635 56,029 797,664
2022 752,495 48,624 801,119
2023 594,503 41,105 635,608

2024 - 2028 1,650,889 132,217 1,783,106
2029 - 2033 864,104 32,583 896,691

$ 5,334,567 $ 373,881 $ 5,708,452 
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Overview of Fund Balance 

 

Fund balance measures the net financial resources available to finance expenditures of future 

periods. The definition of fund balance is assets and deferred inflows of resources over its liabilities 

and deferred outflows of resources. Unassigned fund balance is the residual spendable fund 

available after subtracting nonexpendable, restricted, and assigned fund balance. The projected 

fund balance for the Town is below: 

 

 

 

Unassigned Fund Balance - As of June 30, 2018(1)      

Fund Type General  Water and Sewer Sanitation Storm Water 

Balance $ 7,717,774.00  $     3,938,409.00  $ 1,158,345.00  $ 679,925.00  

Total Fund Balance $ 7,717,774.00  $     3,938,409.00  $ 1,158,345.00  $ 679,925.00  

     

FY 2019 Expected Revenues (2)  $ 8,241,731.00  $     5,941,869.00  $ 1,114,002.00  $ 407,043.00  
FY 2019 Expected Expenditures $ 7,646,040.00  $     5,249,062.00  $ 1,066,120.00  $ 618,093.00  
Balances at June 30, 2019 $ 8,313,465.00  $     4,631,216.00  $ 1,206,227.00  $ 468,875.00  
 

    
FY 2020 Budget Revenues $ 8,344,280.00  $     5,224,279.00  $ 1,159,795.00  $ 509,193.00  
FY 2020 Budget Expenditures $ 9,578,280.00  $     7,635,805.00  $ 1,158,715.00  $ 755,153.00  
Balances at June 30, 2020 $ 7,079,465.00  $     2,219,690.00  $ 1,207,307.00  $ 222,915.00  

     
Projected Total Unassigned Fund 
Balance $ 7,079,465.00  $     2,219,690.00  $ 1,207,307.00  $ 222,915.00  

 

 

Notes: 

(1) In the Enterprise Funds, the amount referred to as unassigned fund balances consists of 

total current assets, net of current liabilities. 

(2) Expected and budgeted revenues do not include appropriations of unassigned fund 

balance. 
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General Fund 

 

 

 

 

(Pictures from top to bottom: 1.) La Plata Police Department, Ford Police Interceptor. The Town has been 

replacing the older Ford Impalas with the Interceptor to modernize the fleet. 2.) The Town Hall Atrium. Town 

Hall was built in 2005). 
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Enterprise Funds 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

(The Town of La Plata’s Waste Water Treatment Plant. The Plant was originally built in 1955 
and has gone through upgrades in 1970, 2001, and 2014). 
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A capital improvement plan (CIP) provides a long-term view of the physical and technological 
improvements needed by the Town to ensure that resources are utilized to the best degree possible. 
Historically, the Town has approached capital investments on a case-by-case basis. That is, on a 
fiscal year basis, projects were designed and completed as necessary. However, the Town has 
significant challenges and opportunities in the next several years that must be address in a planned 
and logical manner to ensure that we have the financial, personnel, time, and physical resources 
necessary to strategically capitalize on these opportunities. 

Criteria for selecting a project for inclusion in the CIP should include: 

1. Fiscal Impact: 
a. Capital costs for the current and future years, and potential for the proposed project to 

reduce future capital and operating costs or legal liability 
b. Estimates of the additional operating and maintenance costs or reductions in these costs 
c. Estimates of the revenue impact 
d. Impact on energy requirements 
e. Potential legal liabilities and costs in undertaking or rejecting the project 

2. Health and Safety Effects: Impact on traffic accidents, injuries, illness due to poor water 
quality, or health hazards due to sewer problems 

3. Economic effects: Impact on property values, tax base, additional jobs, and the 
stabilization or revitalization of neighborhoods 

4. Environmental, aesthetic, and social effects: Impact on the quality of life in the 
community, including noise, air, and water pollution, and impact on households, 
commuters, and recreational opportunities 

5. Disruption and Inconvenience: Estimated inconvenience or disruption to the public while 
the project is in progress 

6. Distributional Effects: Impact on various geographical areas and on low to moderate 
income areas or other disadvantaged groups in the community 

7. Political Feasibility: Extent of public support for the project, compatibility with the master 
plan, and whether the project is a continuation of an earlier effort 

8. Implications of Deferral: Impact if the project is deferred because of insufficient funds, 
including higher future operating and maintenance costs and inconvenience to the public.  

9. Amount of Uncertainty: An educated guess of the likelihood that changes will occur in 
any of the foregoing factors, such as the cost of the project 

10. Effect on Surrounding Cities/Counties: Possible beneficial or adverse effects of the 
project on surrounding cities, counties, and government agencies 

11. Impact on Other Capital Projects: Possible beneficial or adverse impacts of the project 
on other approved or under consideration projects. 

 

For consideration in the CIP, the Town will use a minimum cost threshold of $20,000 for each 
project. CIP projects should include infrastructure, public buildings, land acquisitions, equipment, 
information technology, and professional design and engineering work associated with projects 
that will be included in future capital improvement plans. Upgrades and repairs costing more than 
$20,000 that extend the useful life of the asset should be included in the CIP as well.  
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Funding Sources: CIP projects are funded through general obligation bond issuance, revenue 
bond issuance, cash, major facility fees, user fees, fund balance, and intergovernmental transfers. 

 

 General Obligation Bonds: Secured by the Town’s pledge to use all available resources 
(including tax revenue) to repay holders of the bond. Used primarily to fund major 
construction projects or large capital equipment purchases. Note lengths are determined 
based on the anticipated useful life of the project/equipment and the ability of the Town to 
pay the obligation. 

 Revenue Bonds: Secured by the issuing Town’s pledge to use revenue from a specific 
source such as a utility fee. Used primarily to fund major projects that expand an enterprise 
fund. Note lengths are determined based on the anticipated useful life of the project and 
the ability of the revenue source to pay the obligation. 

 Pay-As-You-Go: Cash is used primarily for annual, sometimes recurring, capital 
purchases and small construction projects. The Town projects annual net revenues to 
calculate the probable available cash to pay-as-you-go. 

 Major Facility Fees: These charges are paid to partially finance capital improvements to 
the water and sanitary sewer systems due to increased demand upon the system because of 
new development. Revenue collected from this fee can be used for the acquisition, 
construction, improvement and enlargement of all or parts of the Town’s water and sewer 
systems. 

 User Fees: Fees paid to the Town by its customers in the Enterprise Funds. This revenue 
can be used to finance capital improvements. Additionally, fees can be increased to fund 
specific projects if needed.  

 Fund Balance: Fund balance is used to finance capital improvements.  
 Intergovernmental Transfers: Funds from another government entity (county, city, state 

or federal) are used to finance capital improvements. Before being recognized as a source 
of funding within the budget and CIP, the funds should be awarded and guaranteed to the 
Town. 

 

The Town’s CIP philosophy should be to aggressively and proactively make investments while at 
the same time ensuring the impact to taxpayers is as minimal as possible. 

The CIP covers a period of five years and is revised annually. However, considering this is the 
first year the Town is implementing a CIP, the Town will focus on fiscal year 2020 in the current 
CIP and expand to a more comprehensive five-year plan in the fiscal year 2021 budget. Each 
project includes a description, cost estimate, funding sources, and time schedule. Funding for the 
portion of the CIP is incorporated in the carious funds where costs will be financed. 
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Energov Citizen Self Service Portal 
Project ID 

 

1 Department 
 

Planning 

Fund  General Fund Begin/Complete Date 
 

2020/2020 

Funding Source  Fund Balance Location 
 

Town Hall 

Useful Life  5 years Total Budget 
 

$52,000 

Description The Citizen Self Service Portal will provide online access to applicants and enable them to access 
permit/plan information. Applicants can apply for and pay permits 24/7/365. This project will streamline 
staff review, reduce paper waste, and allow for electronic payments which is current not available. 
Additionally, permit and plan review time will be reduced while increasing customer service. 

 

Motorola Hand-Held Radios 
Project ID 

 

2 Department 
 

Police Department 

Fund  General Fund Begin/Complete Date 
 

2020/2020 

Funding Source  Pay-As-You-Go Location 
 

Police Station 

Useful Life  5 years Total Budget 
 

$33,000 

Description Several years ago, Charles County Emergency Communications and the Charles County Sherriff’s Office 
began to upgrade and enhance its communications system by acquiring 800 MHz radio system. LPPD is 
required to purchase compatible units.  

 

FY 20 Police Fleet Replacement 
Project ID 

 

3 Department 
 

Police Department 

Fund  General Fund Begin/Complete Date 
 

2020/2020 

Funding Source  Pay-As-You-Go Location 
 

Police Station 

Useful Life  8 years Total Budget 
 

$123,000 

Description Replacement of three new vehicles. The Police Department utilizes patrol cruisers every hour of every 
shift to respond to calls and patrol the streets of La Plata. 

 

Bathroom and Concession Stand 
Project ID 

 

4 Department 
 

Facility Operations 

Fund  General Fund Begin/Complete Date 
 

2020/2020 

Funding Source  Fund Balance Location 
 

Town Hall 

Useful Life  20 years Total Budget 
 

$200,000 

Description To build a permanent bathroom and concession stand behind Town Hall to replace the current trailer. This 
will allow the Town to meet Health Department standards and allow for restroom access without access to 
Town Hall. 
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Pump Station 
Project ID 

 

5 Department 
 

Facility Operations 

Fund  General Fund Begin/Complete Date 
 

2020/2020 

Funding Source  Fund Balance Location 
 

Public Works Facility 

Useful Life  20 years Total Budget 
 

$75,000 

Description To replace the current fuel island at the public works facility to include a new pump and fuel management 
system. The current pump is 40 plus years old and is no longer serviceable. 

 

Land Acquisition 
Project ID 

 

6 Department 
 

General Services 

Fund  General Fund Begin/Complete Date 
 

2020/2020 

Funding Source  Fund Balance Location 
 

Town of La Plata 

Useful Life  Unlimited Total Budget 
 

$750,000 

Description Town Council has identified the need to assess the possibility of acquiring land for municipal purposes. 
The potential for land acquisition is to be assessed by the Town Manager with direction from Town 
Council as appropriate. 

 

FY 20 Operations Vehicle Replacement 
Project ID 

 

7 Department 
 

Operations 

Fund  General Fund/Enterprise Funds Begin/Complete Date 
 

2020/2020 

Funding Source  Fund Balance Location 
 

Public Works Facility 

Useful Life  10 Total Budget 
 

$100,000 

Description To replace vehicles as necessary in the Operations Department. 

 

FY 20 Administration Vehicle Replacement 
Project ID 

 

8 Department 
 

Administration 

Fund  General Fund Begin/Complete Date 
 

2020/2020 

Funding Source  Fund Balance Location 
 

Town Hall 

Useful Life  10 Total Budget 
 

$22,000 

Description To replace one Town Administrative vehicle. 
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Paint Interior of Module 1 
Project ID 

 

9 Department 
 

Water & Sewer 

Fund  Water & Sewer Fund Begin/Complete Date 
 

2020/2020 

Funding Source  Fund Balance Location 
 

WWTP 

Useful Life  15 Total Budget 
 

$150,000 

Description To paint the interior of module 1 at the Waste Water Treatment Plant and remove existing coal tar. The 
interior of the module is rusting badly and requires painting. 

 

Upgrades for WWTP 
Project ID 

 

10 Department 
 

Water & Sewer 

Fund  Water & Sewer Fund Begin/Complete Date 
 

2020/TBD 

Funding Source  Fund Balance Location 
 

WWTP 

Useful Life  30 Total Budget 
 

$500,000 

Description To design the necessary upgrades to rate the WWTP for 2 mgd. The plant is current rated at 1.5 mgd and is 
at more than 80% capacity.  

 

Equalization Tank 
Project ID 

 

11 Department 
 

Water & Sewer 

Fund  Water & Sewer Fund Begin/Complete Date 
 

2020/2020 

Funding Source  Fund Balance Location 
 

WWTP 

Useful Life  50 Total Budget 
 

$1,650,000 

Description To build a 2 million capacity equalization tank to capture high flows and allow for the treatment of inflow 
and infiltration. This will allow the plant to have one day’s capacity of equalization to allow for the full 
treatment of storm flow.  

 

Storm Water MS4 Permit 
Project ID 

 

12 Department 
 

Storm Water 

Fund  Storm Water Fund Begin/Complete Date 
 

2020/2024 

Funding Source  Fund Balance Location 
 

WWTP 

Useful Life  50 Total Budget 
 

$250,000 

Description To perform a study and begin upgrading untreated impervious surface to current storm water ESD 
standards. 
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FY 2020 Adopted Schedule of Fees 

 

 

 
(Construction on St. Mary’s Avenue. The County Courthouse can be seen in the background. La 

Plata is the County Seat of Charles County and is home to numerous County and State 
buildings).  
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101-1  - ADMINISTRATION DIVISION 

  Documents and Copies 

  Standard Format (Letter, Legal, Ledger) Per Page $0.20 

  Large Format (Black and White) Per SF $0.20 

  Large Format (Color) Per SF $3.30 

  Comprehensive Plan Per SF Actual Cost 

  Standard Specifications $65.75 

  Accident Reports $9.20 

  Zoning Maps Actual Cost 

  Facility Rental and Fees   

  Wills Park Community Building  

  Town Resident Nonprofit / Personal Use (Per hour up to 4 hours) $14.25 

  Town Resident Nonprofit / Personal Use (Per hour over 4 hours) $7.10 

  Private Nonprofit Organization, Town Resident Permit Holder (Per hour up to 4 
hours) 

$10.25 

  Private Nonprofit Organization, Town Resident Permit Holder (Per hour over 4 hours) $5.10 

  Private for Profit / Town Resident Permit Holder (Per hour up to 4 hours) $28.50 

  Private for Profit / Town Resident Permit Holder (Per hour over 4 hours) $14.25 

  County Parks and Recreation Programs $4.10 

  Town Based Youth and Senior Citizen Organizations, Town Home Owner's 
Association Meetings, La Plata Volunteer Fire Department, Charles County Rescue 
Squad and Port Tobacco Players 

No Charge 

  Tilghman Lake Park Pavilion Rental 

  Daily Rental Rate Town Resident $159.00 

  Daily Rental Rate Non-Town Resident $270.00 

  Miscellaneous Charges and Fees    

  Returned Check Fee $30.75 

  Late Payment Penalty 10% Of the Total Due, 
Excluding the Bay 
Restoration Fee Due, 
Compounded Quarterly 

  Interest on Unpaid Utility Bill Balances (Excluding Bay Restoration Fee) From Prior 
Periods 

16% APR 

  Credit/Debit Card Transaction Convenience Fees (On-Line Utility Payments) 2.5% Of Transaction 
Total 

  Utility Account Maintenance Fee (Per Quarter) $13.75 

  Special Event Vendor Fee (non-refundable) $25.00 

  Penalty on Overdue Taxes 

  Real Property (Fee Is in Addition to Interest Imposed in Town Charter §C8-15) 1/3 Of 1% Of Unpaid 
Amount, Per Month or 
Fraction Thereof That 
the Payment Is Late 

  Personal/Public Utility Taxes 1% Of Unpaid Amount, 
Per Month or Fraction 
Thereof That the 
Payment Is Late 
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  Bay Restoration Fund 

  Residential Sewer Customers (Monthly) $5.00 

  Non-Residential Sewer Customers (Monthly) $5.00 

  Residential Sewer Customers (Quarterly) $15.00 

  Non-Residential Sewer Customers (Quarterly) $15.00 

101-2 - PLANNING DIVISION 

  Zoning, Subdivision and Land Development Fees 

  Annexation Petitions (Professional Services Agreement Required) $715.00, Plus Deposit 
for Actual Expenses 

  Zoning Amendment Petition $445.00, Plus Deposit 
for Actual Expenses 

  Board of Appeals Application for Variance, Special Exception, Appeal from An 
Administrative Decision, Home Occupation 

$280, Plus Deposit for 
Actual Expenses 

  Zoning Certification Letter $93.50 

  Official Zoning Map Update (Excluding Final Plats) Per Lot $10.25 

  Preliminary Plats  
Base Fee Per Plat $295.00  
Additional Per Lot Fee $15.25 

  Final Plats 

  Base Fee Per Plat $305.00 

  Additional Per Lot Fee $16.25 

  Revised Plats and Minor Subdivision Plats Same as Final Plats 

  Site Plan Review 

  Master Site Development Plan Review as Required by The Town's Zoning Code 
(TDX, PBPE, PRID, NCX) 

$700.00 

  Major Site Plan Review $815.00 

  Minor Site Plan Review $153.00 

  Utility Plan Review 

  Proposed Improvement Plan Review for Water, Sewer, Storm Water Management and 
Streets 

1% Of the Construction 
Costs, Not to Exceed 
$7,315.00 

  Storm Water Management Plan Review $200.00 

  Outside Review of Storm Water Management Plans $38.20 Plus Related 
Costs 

  Resubmission Fee (After 3rd Submittal) $61.25 

  Fee In Lieu Of On-Site Storm Water Management, Payable at Time of Grading 
Permit Per SF 

$1.10 

  Environmental Plan Review 

  Erosion and Sediment Control and Forest Harvest Operation Plan  Assessed & Collected 
by Charles Soil 
Conservation District 

  Forest Stand Delineation Plan Review $153.00 

  Forest Conservation Plan Review $245.00 

  Additional Per Acre Fee Per Acre of LOD $10.25 

  Fee-In-Lieu 
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  Fee In Lieu Of Parkland Dedication or Reservation, Payable at Time of Building 
Permit 

$2,300.00 

  Payment Instead of Afforestation and Reforestation Per SF $0.50 

101-3 - PERMIT DIVISION 

  Grading Permit 

  Grading & Control Costs 0-$1000 $42.00 

  Grading & Control Costs Over $1,000 $41.25, Plus 1% Of 
Grade and Control 
Costs, Limited to A 
Maximum Fee Of 
$6,970.00  

  Building Permits: Non-Residential - ICC Use Groups A, B, F, H, I, M, & S 

  New Construction Application Fee $150.00 

                 Per 1.0 Square Foot $0.05 

  Additions $150.00 

                 Per 1.0 Square Foot $0.05 

  Alterations $100.00 

                 Per 1.0 Square Foot $0.05 

  Building Permits: Residential - ICC Use Group R  

  New Construction Application Fee $150.00 

                 Home Builder Guarantee Fund $50.00 

                 Per 1.0 Square Foot $0.05 

  Additions $150.00 

                 Per 1.0 Square Foot $0.05 

  Alterations $100.00 

                 Per 1.0 Square Foot $0.05 

  Accessory Structures 

  Pools and Sheds $100.00 

  Decks, Retaining Walls, Fireplace Inserts and Fireplaces $100.00 

                 Per 1.0 Square Foot $0.05 

  Roof, Solar Arrays $100.00 

                 Per 1.0 Square Foot $0.05 

  Temporary Structures   

  Tents (Over 120 SF) $100.00 

  Construction Office/Sales Trailer $100.00 

  Building Permit Re-Submission Fee   

  Per Re-Submission Actual Expenses for 
Outside Review  

  Outside Review of Building Permits   

  Per Submission Actual Expenses for 
Outside Review  

  Plumbing Permits 

  Application for The First Five (5) Fixtures $47.25 

  Additional Fixtures $5.00 

  Alterations $42.50 
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  Electrical and Mechanical Permits 

  Electrical Permits PlanChek Inc. sets and 
collects the permit fees 
and issues the permits 
on the Town's behalf 

  Mechanical Permits PlanChek Inc. sets and 
collects the permit fees 
and issues the permits 
on the Town's behalf 

  Use & Occupancy Permits 

  Permanent $74.00 

  Temporary   $74.00 

  Sign Permits  

  Temporary and Permanent Sign Permit Up To 32 Sq. Ft $30.50 

  Additional Amount Over 32 Sq. Ft Per SF $1.30 

  Small Wireless Telecommunications Facilities in Public Rights-Of-Way 

  Application Fee for Placement or Modification of Small Wireless 
Telecommunications Facilities and Related Overhead and Underground Wiring 
Cable, Hoses, Pipes, Poles and Similar Facilities.  

  

  Up to Five Facilities $500.00 

  Each Additional Facility $100.00 

  Each New Pole $1,000.00 

  Actual Cost to Review Applications, If in Excess of Set Fees Actual Cost 

  Access Fee, Per Small Wireless Communications Facility, Per Year $270.00 

  Farmers Market 

  Saturday Only Seasonal $105.00 

  Saturday Only Daily $15.25 

  Wednesday Only Seasonal $75.00 

  Wednesday Only Daily $9.75 

  Saturday and Wednesday Seasonal $180.00 

  Rental Operating Licenses and Permits, Biannual Fees, Per Dwelling/Rooming Unit 

  Buildings Containing 4 Or Fewer Dwelling/Rooming Units $107.00 

  Buildings Containing 5 Or More Dwelling/Rooming Units (Excluding Hotels/Motels) $78.00 

  Rental Operating Licenses and Permits, Biannual Fees, Hotels/Motels 

  0 To 50 Rooms $240.00 

  51 To 100 Rooms $330.00 

  Over 100 Rooms $405.00 

  Re-Inspection (Each Dwelling/Rooming Unit) $61.75 

  Miscellaneous Permits 

  Moving of Buildings $83.00 

  Demolition of Buildings $84.50 

  Noise Permits $14.50 

  Public Works Permit $25.00 

  Home Office Permit  $37.50 

  Temporary Use Permit $150.00 
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  Irrigation System Permits $55.75 

101-4 -  INSPECTIONS 

  Building Inspections   

  Building Inspection Fee, New Single Family Detached 

  Preliminary inspection $55.00 

  Building footing inspection $50.00 

  Building foundation inspection $45.00 

  Building wall reinforcement inspection $45.00 

  Building slab inspection $40.00 

  Building framing inspection $200.00 

  Building load path inspection $40.00 

  Building energy efficiency inspection $50.00 

  Building final inspection $175.00 

  Building temp final inspection $40.00 

  Building Inspection Fee, New Manufactured / Industrialized Home: SFD   

  Building footing inspection $35.00 

  Building foundation inspection $35.00 

  Building wall reinforcement inspection $35.00 

  Building slab inspection $35.00 

  Building framing inspection $35.00 

  Building load path inspection $35.00 

  Building energy efficiency inspection $35.00 

  Building final inspection $100.00 

  Building Inspection Fee, New Single Family Attached 

  Building footing inspection $50.00 

  Building foundation inspection $45.00 

  Building wall reinforcement inspection $45.00 

  Building slab inspection $40.00 

  Building framing inspection $205.00 

  Building load path inspection $40.00 

  Building fire rated assembly inspection $45.00 

  Building energy efficiency inspection $50.00 

  Building final inspection $175.00 

  Building temp final inspection $40.00 

  Building Inspection Fee, New Multi-Family  

  Building footing inspection $50.00 

  Building foundation inspection $45.00 

  Building wall reinforcement inspection $45.00 

  Building slab inspection $40.00 

  Building framing inspection $200.00 

  Building load path inspection $40.00 

  Building fire rated assembly inspection $45.00 

  Building energy efficiency inspection $50.00 

  Building final inspection $175.00 
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  Driveway Entrance Inspection (as applicable): DW   

  Driveway entrance final inspection $25.00 

  New Apartment Building (treated as commercial): APT   

  Building up to 5,000 sq. ft. $755.00 

  Fee per square foot (over 5,000 sq. ft.) $0.06 

  Building Inspection Fee, Residential Additions (Attached Garage, Carport, Porch) 

  Building footing inspection $40.00 

  Building foundation inspection $30.00 

  Building wall reinforcement inspection $30.00 

  Building slab inspection $35.00 

  Building framing inspection $70.00 

  Building load path inspection $30.00 

  Building energy efficiency inspection $40.00 

  Building final inspection $70.00 

  Building Inspection Fee, Residential Alterations (Including Finishing Basements) 

  Building footing inspection $40.00 

  Building foundation inspection $30.00 

  Building wall reinforcement inspection $30.00 

  Building slab inspection $35.00 

  Building framing inspection $70.00 

  Building load path inspection $30.00 

  Building energy efficiency inspection $40.00 

  Building final inspection $70.00 

  Building Inspection Fee, Sheds, Pole Buildings 

  Building footing inspection $35.00 

  Building foundation inspection $30.00 

  Building wall reinforcement inspection $25.00 

  Building slab inspection $35.00 

  Building load path inspection  $30.00 

  Separate framing inspection $60.00 

  Separate final inspection $60.00 

  Combined framing and final inspection $80.00 

  Building Inspection Fee, Swimming Pool 

  Building final inspection $65.00 

  Building Inspection Fee, Detached Garage, Carport 

  Building footing inspection $40.00 

  Building foundation inspection $30.00 

  Building wall reinforcement inspection $30.00 

  Building slab inspection $35.00 

  Building fire rated assembly inspection $30.00 

  Building framing inspection $50.00 

  Building load path inspection $30.00 

  Building energy efficiency inspection $40.00 

  Building final inspection $70.00 
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  Building Inspection Fee, Fireplace, Woodstoves 

  Building footing inspection  $35.00 

  Building framing inspection  $35.00 

  Building final inspection $55.00 

  Building Inspection Fee, Decks Retaining Walls, Solar Panels 

  Building footing inspection $35.00 

  Building final inspection $55.00 

  Building Inspection Fee, New Commercial Industrial and Additions 

  Fee per square foot (Up to 5,000 sq. ft.) minimum $135.00 $0.04 

  Fee per square foot (Over 5,000 sq. ft.)  minimum $135.00 $0.06 

  Building Inspection Fee, Commercial and Industrial Alterations 

  Fee per square foot (minimum $135.00) $0.08 

  Building Inspection Fee, Commercial & Industrial/Change in Use (No Building Permit Application) 

  Building final inspection $40.00 

  Fire Safety $10.00 

  Plumbing final inspection $40.00 

  Electrical final inspection $40.00 

  Building Inspection Fee, Tents and Stages 

  Building framing inspection $40.00 

  Building final inspection $40.00 

  Building Inspection Fee, Accessory Storage Buildings 

  Building footing inspection $40.00 

  Building framing inspection $40.00 

  Building final inspection $40.00 

  Building inspection Fee: Antenna Tower: MIC   

  Building footing inspection $40.00 

  Building final inspection $40.00 

  Building Inspection Fee: Buried Fuel Tank and Piping 

  Pre-concealment (footing) $15.00 

  Building final inspection $15.00 

  Building Inspection Fee: Sales/Construction Trailer 

  Building final inspection $55.00 

  Demolition of A Building 

  Building final inspection $40.00 

  Third Party Re-Inspection Fee for Any Required Inspection: When Necessary to Make an Additional Site 
Visit; To Re-Inspect an Incomplete or Incorrect Installation; Or If Inspection Is Not Ready as Scheduled. 

  Re-Inspection Fee $55.00 

  Re-Inspection for Failure to Comply with Town Code $144.00 

  Single Inspection Fee (all building types as ordered by the Code Official such as 
a preliminary inspection) 

  

  Inspection fee (Residential) $55.00 

  Inspection fee (Commercial) $70.00 

  Temporary Use and Occupancy Inspection   

  Inspection Fee Residential $40.00 
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  Emergency Condition Inspections   

  Emergency Work - Per Inspector, Per Hour $55.00 

  Water and Sewer Inspections 

  Sewer lateral $50.00 

  Water lateral $50.00 

  Water meter $50.00 

  Combined water/sewer lateral $65.00 

  Re-inspection fee  $55.00 

  Single inspection fee  $55.00 

  Sign Inspections 

  Freestanding: Building footing inspection $30.00 

  Freestanding: Building final inspection $35.00 

  Wall: Anchor inspection $30.00 

  Wall: Building final inspection $35.00 

  Wireless Communication Tower and Antennas 

  Building footing inspection $40.00 

  Building final inspection $40.00 

  Plumbing & Gas Inspections 

  Plumbing & Gas Inspection Fee, New Dwelling Unit 

  Underground inspection $40.00 

  Rough-in inspection $50.00 

  Plumbing final inspection $50.00 

  Plumbing & Gas Inspection Fee: Residential Alter/Additions, Detached Structures 

  Underground slab inspection $35.00 

  Rough-in inspection $40.00 

  Plumbing final inspection $40.00 

  Plumbing & Gas Inspection Fee: New Commercial, Industrial, and Additions 

  Minimum per building (up to 5 fixtures) $165.00 

  Cost for each fixture over 5 $20.00 

  Commercial and Industrial Alterations 

  Minimum per building (up to 5 fixtures) $165.00 

  Cost for each fixture over 5 $20.00 

  Commercial and Industrial Change of Occupancy (No construction) 

  Plumbing Final Inspection $40.00 

  Demolition of a Building 

  Plumbing Final Inspection $30.00 

  Plumbing & Gas Inspection Fee,  Re-inspection 

  Re-Inspection Fee $55.00 

  Single Inspection/Preliminary Fee - Plumbing 

  Inspection fee (Residential) $55.00 

  Inspection fee (Commercial) $70.00 

  Miscellaneous Permit Inspection Fee (Hot water heaters, sprinkler backflow devices etc.) 

  Inspection Fee $50.00 

  Gas Pressure Test Inspection 
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  Inspection Fee $40.00 

  Electrical and Mechanical Inspections 

  Electrical Inspections PlanChek Inc. sets and 
collects the inspection 
fees and conducts the 
inspections on the 
Town's behalf 

  Mechanical Inspections PlanChek Inc. sets and 
collects the inspection 
fees and conducts the 
inspections on the 
Town's behalf 

101-5 - UTILITY IMPROVEMENT AND CONNECTION FEES 

  Utility Locate Fee    

  Commercial Properties $39.50 

  Construction of Public Infrastructure  

  Water Line Construction $5,450.00 

  Water Line Boring $6,630.00 

  Water Line Fire Hydrant $3,340.00 

  Sewer Line Construction $5,910.00 

  Sewer Line Boring $8,720.00 

  Major Facility Fee 

  A. Major Facilities fees are levied to partially finance capital improvements to the 
water and sanitary sewer systems due to increased demands upon the system as a 
result of new development. Revenues collected from the Major Facility Fees may be 
used for the acquisition, construction, improvement and enlargement of all or parts of 
the Town's water and sanitary sewer systems. Such revenues may not be used for the 
purpose of operation, maintenance or non-capital repair of the water or sanitary sewer 
systems. The Major Facility Fees shall be levied and paid as specified in the following 
subsections of this section.  

  

  B. Permits for water and/or sewer connection(s) shall be issued at the same time the 
building permit is issued as set forth in section 101-3. Of this chapter, and shall be 
valid as long as the building permit is valid, except existing residential buildings may 
connect to water and sewer mains as provided in section 101-5 of this chapter. If a 
permit for a water and/or sewer connection is to be issued for a use of property where 
no building permit is required, the permit for the connection must be issued before the 
issuance of an occupancy permit. 

  

  C. No change in the use of a building shall be allowed that would require additional 
increments of water and/or sewer units without payment of the major facilities fee for 
the increase in sewer and/or water units. To ensure compliance, the Chief Executive 
Officer or Designee shall not allow such building requiring payment of additional 
major facilities fees to be occupied until the requisite fees are paid and occupancy is 
approved by the Chief Executive Officer or Designee. 

  

  D. When the actual user of a facility is unknown when a building permit is issued, the 
base major facilities fee shall be calculated upon such potential use of the facility as 
reasonably would be expected to generate the smallest demand for water usage of all 
potential realistic uses of the facility as allowed in the zoning district.                                          
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  1. If a base major facilities fee is calculated pursuant to subsection F of this section, 
an additional major facilities fee shall be charged when the actual user of the facility 
becomes known if the estimated water consumption for such user will be greater than 
the estimated water consumption upon which the base major facilities fee was 
calculated. This additional major facility fee shall be known as an incremental major 
facilities fee. The amount of the incremental major facilities fee shall be calculated 
based upon the formula set forth in subsection 101-5.F. 

  

   2. An incremental major facilities fee shall be paid prior to the issuance of a 
certificate of occupancy for the use of the facility pursuant to subsection 191-55.B of 
this code. The town shall maintain records of the name of the person who pays any 
incremental major facilities fee and the location for which such incremental major 
facilities fee is paid. The payer of an incremental major facilities fee shall receive a 
credit in the amount of the incremental major facilities fee paid. 

  

  E. An incremental major facilities fee credit may be assigned, sold, otherwise lawfully 
conveyed, or transferred, as provided in this subsection. 

  

  1. When a business for which an incremental major facilities fee has been paid ceases 
operation at the location for which the fee has been paid, the holder of the incremental 
major facilities fee credit may:  

  

  (a) Assign, sell or otherwise lawfully convey all, or any portion, of the credit to 
another person, for the purpose of applying such credit against the payment of another 
base major facilities fee or incremental major facilities: 

  

  (i) At the same location;    

  (ii) Or at a different location in the town;   

  (b) Transfer all or any portion of the credit to be applied by that person against the 
payment of another base major facilities fee or incremental major facilities fee, as 
applicable, at a different location in the town; or  
 

  

  (c) Retain the rights to all or any portion of the credit for subsequent use by that 
person at the same location.  

  

  (d) Under no circumstances may all, or any portion, of an incremental major facilities 
fee be refunded by the town. 
  

  

  2. All or any portion of an incremental major facilities fee credit which has been 
assigned, sold, conveyed or transferred may be: 

  

  (a) Applied against a base major facilities fee imposed for the same or another 
business; or 
Applied against an incremental major facilities fee imposed for the same or another 
business.  

  

  (b) That portion of an incremental major facilities fee credit which is applied against a 
base major facilities fee may not be further transferred, assigned, sold, or conveyed. 
However, that portion of an incremental major facilities fee credit which is applied 
against a new incremental major facilities fee may be further transferred, sold, 
assigned, or conveyed as provided in this section. 

  

  3. The amount of major facilities fee attributable to a property shall be reduced by the 
amount by which any portion of an incremental major facilities fee is transferred, 
sold, assigned or conveyed for use at a different location. 
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  4. A transfer, sale, assignment or conveyance of all or part of an incremental major 
facilities fee credit is not effective unless undertaken as hereafter provided: 

  

  (a) A person seeking to transfer, sell, assign or convey all or any part of an 
incremental major facilities fee credit shall file an application under oath on forms 
provided by the town for this purpose. If the applicant is not the owner of the property 
on which the business is located, the application also shall be consented to, in writing, 
by the property owner. The application shall be accompanied by such application fee 
as may be prescribed by the town council by resolution. In addition to such other 
information and documentation as may be required by the town's chief executive 
officer, an application shall be accompanied by documentary proof acceptable to the 
chief executive officer. The burden is on the applicant to prove the amount of 
incremental major facilities fee credit available for transfer, sale, assignment or 
conveyance, and that the applicant is the person who paid such fee to the town: 

  

  (i) As to the amount of incremental major facilities fee credit available for transfer, 
sale, assignment or conveyance; and  

  

  (ii) That such fee was paid to the town by the person applying for the transfer, sale, 
assignment or transfer. 

  

  (b) If the town approves an application to transfer, sell, assign or convey all or a part 
of an incremental major facilities fee credit, the town shall deliver to the applicant, to 
the property owner if different from the applicant, and to the person to whom the 
credit will be transferred, sold, assigned or conveyed, a certificate of approval, which 
is no effective until a certificate of approval is issued, which contains at least the 
following information: 

  

  (i) Names of the parties;  
(ii) The address for which the incremental major facilities fee had been paid; 
(iii) The address to which the incremental major facilities fee credit is being 
transferred;  
(iv) The amount of such transferred, sold, assigned or conveyed incremental major 
facilities fee credit which will be available for future transfer, sale, assignment or 
conveyance in accordance with subsection 101-5.E.2; and  
(v) The name of the person who will be entitled to apply for such future transfer, sale, 
assignment or conveyance in accordance with subsection 101-5.E.2. 

  

  F. Determination of Fee:                                                                                                     
The per unit, or equivalent dwelling units (EDU) or fractions of equivalent dwelling 
units (EDU) for residential dwellings shall be calculated at the time of utility service 
permit application and shall be paid prior to the issuance of all occupancy permits 
requiring larger or new connections to the Town of La Plata Water and Sewer 
systems. Major Facility Fees that have not been paid prior to a new fiscal year will be 
reassessed and the applicant shall pay the new adopted fiscal year Major Facility Fee.  

  

  Residential Single Family Dwelling, Single Family Attached Dwelling and Two-Family Dwelling (Per 
Unit) 

  New or Enlarged Water and Sewer Service  $9,460.00 

  New or Enlarged Water Service Only 35% Of New or 
Enlarged Water and 
Sewer Fee 

  New or Enlarged Sewer Service Only 75% Of New or 
Enlarged Water and 
Sewer Fee 
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  Multiple Family Dwelling Units 700 SF or Less (Per Unit) Including Accessory Dwelling Units (ADU) 

  New or Enlarged Water and Sewer Service  $7,260.00 

  New or Enlarged Water Service Only 35% Of New or 
Enlarged Water and 
Sewer Fee 

  New or Enlarged Sewer Service Only 75% Of New or 
Enlarged Water and 
Sewer Fee 

  Multiple Family Dwelling Units More than 700 SF (Per Unit) Including Accessory Dwelling Units (ADU) 

  New or Enlarged Water and Sewer Service  $8,360.00 

  New or Enlarged Water Service Only 35% Of New or 
Enlarged Water and 
Sewer Fee 

  New or Enlarged Sewer Service Only 75% Of New or 
Enlarged Water and 
Sewer Fee 

  Commercial, Industrial, and Public or Quasi-Public Facility Units (Per EDU) 

  Commercial, industrial, and public or quasi-public facility units are based upon the 
estimated water consumption of such facility, and shall be determined by the chief 
executive officer using equivalent dwelling units (EDU) or fractions of equivalent 
dwelling units (EDU). Each EDU is the equivalent of 20,000 gallons of estimated 
water consumption per quarter, as established and approved by the Town council. 

  

  New or Enlarged Water and Sewer Service  $9,460.00 

  New or Enlarged Water Service Only 35% Of New or 
Enlarged Water and 
Sewer Fee 

  New or Enlarged Sewer Service Only 75% Of New or 
Enlarged Water and 
Sewer Fee 

  Equipment and Structures 

  Manhole Charge for Sewer Lines $1,480.00 

  Street Lights To Be Determined 
Upon Application 

  Street Name and Regulatory Signs To Be Determined 
Upon Application 

  Water Meters, Including Fittings and Appurtenances (Size in Inches) 

  5/8" $370.00 

  3/4" $450.00 

  1" $730.00 

  1.5" $970.00 

  2" $1,260.00 

  Other Sizes and Types (I.E., Compounds, 3+) To Be Determined 
Upon Application 

  Connection Charges 

  Residential Water Connection 
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  Less Than 700 Square Feet of Total Area $100.00 

  More Than 700 Square Feet of Total Area $107.00 

  Residential Sewer Connection 

  Less Than 700 Square Feet of Total Area $300.00 

  More Than 700 Square Feet of Total Area $345.00 

  Commercial, Industrial, Quasi-Public or Public Facilities Water Connection 
(Based on Estimated Quarterly Water Consumption) 

  

  0 To 15,000 Gallons $107.00 

  15,001 To 100,000 Gallons $265.00 

  100,001 Gallons and Above $380.00 

  Commercial, Industrial, Quasi-Public or Public Facilities Sewer (Based on 
Estimated Quarterly Water Consumption) 

  

  0 To 15,000 Gallons $325.00 

  15,001 To 100,000 Gallons $840.00 

  100,001 Gallons and Above $1,140.00 

101-6 - UTILITY SERVICE RATES, CHARGES AND FEES 

  Water and Sewer Rates 

  Water Usage, Per 1,000 Gallons of Quarterly Metered Water Usage 

  0 To 15,000 Gallons $3.75 

  15,001 To 100,000 Gallons $4.25 

  100,001 Gallons and Above $3.75 

  Sewer Usage, Per 1,000 Gallons of Quarterly Metered Water Usage 

  0 To 15,000 Gallons $11.65 

  15,001 To 100,000 Gallons $13.00 

  100,001 Gallons and Above $11.65 

  Water Reconnect Fee $33.00 

  Water Extraction Permits  

  Non-Refundable Annual Application Fee $945.00 

  Consumption Charge, per 1,000 Gallons of Usage, To Be Paid Monthly $8.00 

  Private Waster Water Disposal System Permit Application $70.00 

  Television and Sewer Cleaning Equipment Charges.  Hourly Rates Accrue When 
Travel Begins to Job Site. 

  

  Equipment Charges   

  In Town Per Hour $104.00 

  Outside of Town Per Hour $290.00 

  Chemicals Actual Expenses 

  Storm Water Management Quarterly Fee 

  Residential Per Dwelling Unit $16.55 

  Non-Residential, Per Equivalent Residential Unit (ERU) $16.55 

  Refuse Collection   

  Refuse Containers: Available In 32 Gallon, 1/6 Yard; 64 Gallon, 1/3 Yard, And; 
96 Gallon, 1/2 Yard Sizes.  Containers Are the Property of The Town of La 
Plata. 

  

  One Time Rental Fee, Per Container Based on Suppliers 
Cost to the Town 
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  Container Exchange Fee $35.00 

  Refuse Collection Rates 

  Residential Rates, Per Unit, Per Quarter Including: Single Family Detached, 
Single Family Attached and Two Family 

  

  Curbside $62.25 

  Curbside, Outside Corporate Limits, Subject to Council Approval $98.00 

  House Side (Without Documented Need) $128.00 

  House Side for Individuals Over the Age of Sixty-Four or Physically Impaired. Must 
Request Service in Writing and Supply Documentation. 

$62.25 

  Commercial and Multi-Family, Per Quarter 

  1/2 Yard/96 Gallon Container (One Pickup Per Week)   

  Curbside $62.25 

  House side $128.00 

  Each Additional Container, Maximum 3 Additional, Total Of 4 $16.50 

  1/2 Yard/96 Gallon Container (Two Pickups Per Week)   

  Curbside $123.00 

  House side $245.00 

  Each Additional Container, Maximum 3 Additional, Total Of 4 $32.75 

  2 Yard Dumpster (One Pickup Per Week)   

  First Dumpster $182.00 

  Each Additional Dumpster $95.00 

  2 Yard Dumpster (Two Pickups Per Week)   

  First Dumpster $355.00 

  Each Additional Dumpster $161.00 

  2 Yard Dumpster (Three Pickups Per Week)   

  First Dumpster $525.00 

  Each Additional Dumpster $225.00 

  2 Yard Dumpster (Four Pickups Per Week)   

  First Dumpster $690.00 

  Each Additional Dumpster $290.00 

  2 Yard Dumpster (Five Pickups Per Week)   

  First Dumpster $840.00 

  Each Additional Dumpster $520.00 

  4 Yard Dumpster (One Pickup Per Week)   

  First Dumpster $250.00 

  Each Additional Dumpster $169.00 

  4 Yard Dumpster (Two Pickup Per Week)   

  First Dumpster $495.00 

  Each Additional Dumpster $300.00 

  4 Yard Dumpster (Three Pickup Per Week)   

  First Dumpster $730.00 

  Each Additional Dumpster $435.00 

  4 Yard Dumpster (Four Pickup Per Week)   

  First Dumpster $960.00 
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  Each Additional Dumpster $560.00 

  4 Yard Dumpster (Five Pickup Per Week)   

  First Dumpster $1,170.00 

  Each Additional Dumpster $695.00 

  Special Pickups 

  Residential   

  Minimum Fee for The First 5 Minutes $13.00 

  Each Minute in Addition to The First 5 $1.10 

  Tires, Each in Addition To (I) & (II) $6.20 Or Current 
Landfill Disposal Fee 

  Commercial   

  Per Each Additional Dumpster $141.00 

  Recycling, Per Quarter 

  Charge Per Residential Utility Account $9.20 

  Charge Per Commercial Utility Account, Per Tote (Maximum Of 4) $9.20 

  Outside of Corporate Limits $9.40 
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TOWN OF LA PLATA, MARYLAND 
HERITAGE GREEN SPECIAL TAXING DISTRICT 

 
ANNUAL SPECIAL TAX REPORT 

FISCAL YEAR 2019-2020 
 

INTRODUCTION 
 
 The Town of La Plata, Maryland (the “Town”) issued $3,505,074.09 of General 
Obligation Bonds (the “Bonds”) on December 28, 2009 related to the Heritage Green 
Special Taxing District (the “District”). The Bonds were issued to the Maryland Water 
Quality Financing Administration (the “MWQFA”) to evidence a loan from the MWQFA 
to the Town for certain wastewater improvements and related purposes. The Bonds are to 
be repaid from special taxes levied on the taxable property in the District 
 

Beginning with the Commencement Date and continuing until the Termination 
Date, a special tax shall be collected proportionately from each parcel of taxable property 
up to the maximum special tax for each fiscal year to the extent necessary to fund the 
Special Tax Requirement (defined herein). According to the Rate and Method, the 
Commencement Date is defined as the first day of the fiscal year in which special taxes 
are levied and may be collected, which shall be the first year after the issuance of any of 
the bonds. The Termination Date is defined in the Rate and Method as the earlier of (i) 
the repayment or defeasance of the bonds in accordance with the terms of the Indenture 
of Trust, (ii) the thirtieth (30th) fiscal year in which a parcel paid special tax as Developed 
Property (defined herein), and (iii) such times provided for by the Indenture of Trust. A 
special tax shall be levied and collected each fiscal year, beginning with the 
Commencement Date and continuing until the Termination Date, in the District pursuant 
to Section 44A of Article 23A of the Annotated Code of Maryland, as amended (the 
“Special Taxing District Act”), and Resolution 09-8 (the “Designation Resolution”) dated 
September 22, 2009. The methodology to be used in levying and collecting the special 
tax are provided for in the resolution—the Rate and Method of Apportionment of Special 
Taxes (the “Rate and Method”) for the District.   
 

This report has been prepared to explain the methodology used to calculate the 
special tax rates at which property will be taxed in the District for Fiscal Year 2019-2020. 
The special tax rates are shown in Exhibit A, which follows this report. The special tax 
levied on each parcel in the District for Fiscal Year 2019-2020 is shown in Exhibit B, 
which follows Exhibit A.  As further explained herein, the special tax to be billed to each 
parcel is based on the parcel’s classification as of the Date of Classification (defined 
herein) and the special tax rates shown in Exhibit A. Capitalized terms not defined herein 
have the same meaning set forth in the Rate and Method. 
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SPECIAL TAX REQUIREMENT 
 

According to Section C(1) of the Rate and Method, the Special Tax Requirement 
shall be an amount equal to: 

 
(A) the amount required in any fiscal year to pay (1) debt service and other 
periodic costs (including deposits to any sinking funds) on the bonds to be paid 
from the special tax collected in such fiscal year (including debt service and other 
periodic costs on any bonds, which were payable in any previous fiscal year but 
were not paid by the District), (2) administrative expenses to be incurred in the 
fiscal year or incurred in any previous fiscal year and not paid by the District, (3) 
any amount required to replenish any reserve fund established in association with 
any bonds, (4) a contingency, which may include an amount equal to the 
estimated delinquencies expected in payment of the special tax not otherwise 
taken into account or amounts required to establish or maintain any reserves, and 
(5) the costs of remarketing, credit enhancement, bond insurance, and liquidity of 
facility fees (including such fees for instruments that serve as the basis of a 
reserve fund related to any indebtedness in lieu of cash) (including such costs 
that were payable in any previous fiscal year by were not paid by the district),  
less (B) (1) any credits available pursuant to the Indenture, such as capitalized 
interest, reserves, and investment earnings on any account balances (including 
available investment earnings on funds on deposit in the reserve funds under the 
Indenture), and (2) any other revenues available to apply to the Special Tax 
Requirement. The amounts included in (A) (3) and (4) above shall not exceed an 
amount in the aggregate that would result in an increase in the amount of the 
Special Tax Requirement by an amount more than ten percent of the amounts 
included in (A) (1) and (5) above.  
 
Table A on the following page provides a summary of the Special Tax 

Requirement for Fiscal Year 2019-2020. As shown in Table A, the Special Tax 
Requirement for Fiscal Year 2019-2020 is equal to $240,000.00. The Special Tax 
Requirement for Fiscal Year 2019-2020 is explained in the following sections. 
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Table A 

Special Tax Requirement 
    
Expense:  
Debt service:   
    Interest payment due on February 1, 2020 $10,960  
    Principal payment due on February 1, 2020 $195,156  
    Interest payment due on August 1, 2020 $9,984  

Total debt service $216,100  
Administrative expenses $22,400  
MWQFA annual administrative fee on August 1, 2020 $10,169  
Contingency $11,295  

Total expenses $259,964  
Available funds:   
Surplus from prior year ($19,964) 

Total available funds ($19,964)  
          Special Tax Requirement $240,000  

  
Debt Service 
 

Debt service on the Bonds includes the debt service payments due on February 1, 
2020 and August 1, 2020.  The February 1, 2020 debt service payment includes a semi-
annual interest payment on the Bonds and a principal payment. The semi-annual interest 
payment due on February 1, 2020 is equal to $10,960.15, which is based on the 
outstanding principal balance of the Bonds of $2,192,029.31 and the interest rate of one 
percent per annum. The principal payment due on February 1, 2020 is equal to 
$195,155.58.  

 
The debt service due on August 1, 2020 consists of a semi-annual interest 

payment in the amount of $9,984.37, which represents the annual interest rate of one 
percent on the outstanding principal balance on the Bonds of $1,996,873.73. As a result, 
aggregate debt service is equal to $216,100.10 ($10,960.15 + $195,155.58 + $9,984.37 = 
$216,100.10). 
 
Administrative Expenses 
 

Administrative expenses include the estimated fees of the Trustee, the expenses of 
the Town related to the District, and the expenses of the Administrator. The annual 
charges of the Trustee are estimated to be $1,500.00. The annual expenses of the Town 
are estimated to be $3,000.00. According to Exhibit B of the Agreement for 
Administrative Services between MuniCap (the “Administrator”) and the Town, 
administrative services shall be provided on a time and material basis pursuant to the 
Administrator’s hourly fee schedule. For Fiscal Year 2019-2020, the Administrator has 
estimated this amount to be $17,900.00. Accordingly, total administrative expenses are 
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estimated to be $22,400.00 ($1,500.00 + $3,000.00 + $17,900.00 = $22,400.00) for Fiscal 
2019-2020.  
 
Maryland Water Quality Financing Administration Fee  
 

The annual MWQFA administrative fee is equal to $10,169.23 per year.  This fee 
is to be paid from the Administrative Expense Fund. 

 
Contingency 
 

A contingency, equal to approximately four percent of annual expenses, has been 
added in the event of special tax delinquencies, greater than estimated administrative 
expenses, or other unanticipated expenses. 
 
Reserve Fund Investment Income 
 

Pursuant to Section 4.05 of the Indenture of Trust, there has been no acceleration 
of the Bonds. Accordingly, the Senior Reserve Fund has not and need not be funded.  
Accordingly, as of February 28, 2019, the balance in the Senior Reserve Fund was zero. 
As a result, annual investment income on the Senior Reserve Fund is estimated to be 
zero.  
 
Surplus from Prior Year 
 

The estimated surplus from the prior year that may be applied to pay debt service 
and administrative expense for Fiscal Year 2019-2020 is show in Table B on the 
following page.  As shown in Table B, the estimated surplus from Fiscal Year 2018-2019 
is equal to $19,964.09. 

 
Remaining expenses for Fiscal Year 2018-2019 include a semi-annual interest 

payment in the amount of $10,960.15 payable on August 1, 2019.  The semi-annual 
interest payment due August 1, 2019 is equal to interest for six months on the outstanding 
Bonds of $2,192,029.31 at an interest rate of one percent per annum. There is no 
principal due on August 1, 2019.  As a result, the total debt service to be paid on August 
1, 2019 is equal to $10,960.15.  
 

As of February 28, 2019, the balance in the Administrative Expense Fund was 
equal to $2,639.42.  The administrative expense budget for Fiscal Year 2018-2019 was 
$22,100.00. As of February 28, 2019, administrative expenses in the amount of $6,225.00 
had been paid for Fiscal Year 2018-2019. Other estimated administrative expenses for the 
balance of the fiscal year 2018-2019 are $15,875.00. 

 
In addition to the remaining administration expense, there is an annual MWQFA 

administrative fee of $10,169.23 payable August 1, 2019.   
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Special taxes in the amount of $235,999.90 were billed for Fiscal Year 2018-
2019.  The Trustee reports that, as of February 28, 2019, special taxes in the amount of 
$235,999.90 had been remitted to the Special Tax Revenue Fund, representing 100.0 
percent of the special taxes billed for Fiscal Year 2018-2019.  A portion of these funds 
were used to pay debt service on February 1, 2019.  As of February 28, 2019, the balance 
in the Special Tax Revenue Fund was equal to $54,327.49.  The balance of the fund will 
be made available to pay a portion of the debt service due on August 1, 2019 and to fund 
the remaining administrative expense described in Table B below.   

 
Table B 

Surplus from Prior Year 
    
Remaining Expenses:   
Interest payment due on August 1, 2019 $10,960  
MWQFA annual administrative fee due on August 1, 2019 $10,169  
Estimated administrative expenses through June 30, 2019 $15,875  

Total expenses $37,004  
Available Funds:  

Senior Debt Service Fund balance as of February 28, 2019 ($2) 
Special Tax Revenue Fund balance as of February 28, 2019 ($54,327) 
Administrative Expense Fund balance as of February 28, 2019 ($2,639) 

Total funds available ($56,968) 
            Surplus from prior year ($19,964) 

  
 As shown in Table B, the estimated expenses remaining for Fiscal Year 2018-
2019 are equal to $37,004.38.  Available funds are equal to $56,968.47.  Accordingly, 
there are surplus funds in the amount of $19,964.09 ($56,968.47 - $37,004.38 = 
$19,964.09) which may be made available to pay Fiscal Year 2019-2020 expenses. 
 
Summary of the Special Tax Requirement 

 
Total expenses of the District for Fiscal Year 2019-2020 are estimated to be equal 

to $259,964.09.  The available funds to pay these expenses of the District are estimated to 
be $19,964.09, resulting in a Special Tax Requirement of $240,000.00. 

 
METHOD OF LEVYING THE SPECIAL TAX  
 
Classification of Property 
 

Pursuant to the Rate and Method, special taxes are to be levied each year based on 
the classification of property in the District. The Rate and Method specifies the following 
classifications for property in the District: 
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 I. Public Property 
 II. Owner Association Property 
 III. Taxable Property: 
  A. Developed Property: 
   1. Multi-family 
   2. Town Homes 
   3. Single Family Detached 
   4. Commercial  
   5. Light Industrial 

B. Undeveloped Property 
 

Public property and homeowner association property are not subject to special 
taxes. Undeveloped and Developed Property are subject to special taxes, as described in 
the balance of this report.  Pursuant to the Rate and Method, Developed Property means 
any parcel of taxable property for which a building permit has been issued that allows the 
construction of a structure intended for occupancy or for property which has been added 
to an owner association by the filing of a supplemental declaration or similar document in 
the land records of Charles County as of the Date of Classification. Undeveloped 
Property includes all taxable property that is not Developed Property.  
 

Pursuant to Section C(3) of the Rate and Method, commencing with Fiscal Year 
2010-2011 and for each following tax year through the Termination Date, the special tax 
shall be collected as follows: 
 

First:        Prior to the completion of construction, the special tax shall be 
collected from each parcel of Developed Property at the assigned special tax for 
such property. Subsequent to the completion of construction, the special tax shall 
be collected proportionately from each parcel of Developed Property up to the 
assigned special tax for such property to the extent necessary to fund the Special 
Tax Requirement. 
 
Second:   If additional monies are needed to fund the Special Tax Requirement 
after the first step has been completed, the special tax shall be collected 
proportionately from each parcel of Undeveloped Property up to 100 percent of 
the maximum special tax for such property, to the extent necessary to fund the 
Special Tax Requirement. 
 
Third:     If additional monies are needed to fund the Special Tax Requirement 
after the second step has been completed, the special tax shall be collected 
proportionately on each parcel of Developed Property up to 100 percent of the 
maximum special tax for such property, to the extent necessary to fund the 
Special Tax Requirement. 
 
Pursuant to Section A of the Rate and Method, property is classified for each 

fiscal year on a date determined by the Administrator.  For Fiscal Year 2019-2020, the 
Date of Classification is February 1, 2019.   
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As of the Date of Classification, no building permits have been issued nor has any 
of the property been added to an owner’s association by the filing of a supplemental 
declaration or similar document in the land records of Charles County. As a result, all 
taxable property within the District will be classified as Undeveloped Property for Fiscal 
Year 2019-2020 and will be billed accordingly. 
 
Maximum Special Tax Rates 
 
 Pursuant to the Rate and Method, the maximum special tax for each parcel of 
developed property shall be the greater of (i) and (ii) below. 
 

(i) The product of the number of dwelling units or building square footage for 
each land use class on or that may be built on such parcel (as estimated by 
the Administrator) and the maximum special tax per unit or per 1,000 
square feet of building square footage for each property classification.  
 

(ii) An amount determined by the following formula: 
 

A= (B ÷ C) × D 
 

Where the terms have the following meaning: 
 
A =  the maximum special tax for a parcel; 
B =  the assigned special tax for the parcel; 
C =  the total of the assigned special tax on all parcels of Developed 

Property and the maximum special tax on all parcels of 
Undeveloped Property; and 

D =  the Special Tax Requirement.  
 

As of the Date of Classification all parcels within the District were classified as 
Undeveloped Property and thus the Maximum Special Tax Rate is calculated using (i) for 
Fiscal Year 2019-2020. 

 
Undeveloped Property Special Tax Rates 
 

As of February 1, 2019, all taxable parcels within the District were classified as 
Undeveloped Property. The maximum special tax for any fiscal year for each taxable 
parcel classified as Undeveloped Property shall be determined by the following formula: 
 

A = (B – C) × (D ÷ E) 
 

Where the terms have the following meaning: 
 

A = the maximum special tax for a parcel; 
B = the Special Tax Requirement for that fiscal year; 
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C = the special tax to be collected from Developed Property for that fiscal 
year; 

D = the net land area of the parcel of Undeveloped Property for which the 
special tax is being calculated; and 

E = the net land area of all of the parcels of Undeveloped Property. 
 
The Special Tax Requirement for Fiscal Year 2019-2020 is $240,000.00.  The net 

land area of Undeveloped Property is 41,922,953.23 square feet or 962.42 acres. 
Accordingly, and shown in Exhibit A, aggregate special taxes billed to Undeveloped 
Property are $240,000.00 for Fiscal Year 2019-2020 or $0.0057 per square foot of 
Undeveloped Property ($240,00.00 ÷ 41,922,953.23 = $0.0057).   
 
Special Tax Roll 
 
 As shown in Exhibit B, there are a total of 342 parcels in the District, of which 
forty-seven are either tax exempt, right of ways, flood plains or open spaces.  As a result, 
there are 295 parcels of taxable property.  These parcels are shown by unit type and 
property class, for Fiscal Year 2019-2020 in the Special Tax Roll; which is attached 
hereto as Exhibit B. 
 
SUMMARY 
 

The Special Tax Requirement for Fiscal Year 2019-2020 is equal to $240,000.00. 
Accordingly, special taxes in the amount of $240,000.00 are to be billed to the taxable 
property in the District. 
 

The special tax rates for each property classification in the District for Fiscal Year 
2019-2020 is shown in Exhibit A.  Exhibit B lists the parcels of taxable property in the 
District as of February 1, 2019, the classification of each parcel and the special tax to be 
levied on each parcel for Fiscal Year 2019-2020. The special tax levied on each parcel is 
based on the special tax rates shown in Exhibit A and the classification of each parcel 
based on its status as of the date of classification.    

  



MuniCap | Exhibit A-1 
 

Exhibit A 
 

Town of LaPlata, Maryland 
Heritage Green Special Taxing District 

 
Special Tax Rates-Fiscal Year 2019-2020  

 

Property Classification Special Tax Rate 
Undeveloped Property $0.0057 per square foot 

 
 

 
 
 

 



Lot 
Number District

Account 
Number

Property 
Classification Land Use Class

Taxable Net
 Land Area

Special Tax to 
be Levied

Bulk 01 017942 Undeveloped MF/SF/TH/Comm/LI1 140.470 $35,029.25
Bulk 01 010875 Undeveloped MF/SF/TH/Comm/LI1 621.330 $154,942.15
Bulk 01 012843 Undeveloped MF/SF/TH/Comm/LI1 164.156 $40,935.94
ROW 01 089307 Undeveloped ROW 0.000 $0.00
Bulk 01 088688 Undeveloped Commercial 3.730 $930.16

1 01 085352 Undeveloped Single-Family 0.176 $43.83
2 01 085360 Undeveloped Single-Family 0.118 $29.35
3 01 085379 Undeveloped Single-Family 0.035 $8.80
4 01 085387 Undeveloped Single-Family 0.104 $25.91
5 01 085395 Undeveloped Single-Family 0.178 $44.45
6 01 085409 Undeveloped Single-Family 0.143 $35.73
7 01 085417 Undeveloped Single-Family 0.134 $33.48
8 01 085425 Undeveloped Single-Family 0.114 $28.52
9 01 085433 Undeveloped Single-Family 0.092 $22.93

10 01 085441 Undeveloped Single-Family 0.120 $29.88
11 01 085468 Undeveloped Single-Family 0.116 $28.92
12 01 085476 Undeveloped Single-Family 0.104 $25.85
13 01 085484 Undeveloped Single-Family 0.136 $33.85
14 01 085492 Undeveloped Single-Family 0.136 $33.85
15 01 085506 Undeveloped Single-Family 0.173 $43.12
16 01 085514 Undeveloped Single-Family 0.203 $50.56
17 01 085522 Undeveloped Single-Family 0.171 $42.65
18 01 085530 Undeveloped Single-Family 0.158 $39.31
19 01 085549 Undeveloped Single-Family 0.156 $38.91
20 01 085557 Undeveloped Single-Family 0.171 $42.57
21 01 085565 Undeveloped Single-Family 0.256 $63.92
22 01 085573 Undeveloped Single-Family 0.238 $59.30
23 01 085581 Undeveloped Single-Family 0.175 $43.76
24 01 085603 Undeveloped Single-Family 0.161 $40.07
25 01 085611 Undeveloped Single-Family 0.197 $49.24
26 01 085638 Undeveloped Single-Family 0.238 $59.46
27 01 085646 Undeveloped Single-Family 0.177 $44.08
28 01 085654 Undeveloped Single-Family 0.177 $44.08
29 01 085662 Undeveloped Single-Family 0.224 $55.85
30 01 085670 Undeveloped Single-Family 0.212 $52.77
31 01 085689 Undeveloped Single-Family 0.223 $55.52
32 01 085697 Undeveloped Single-Family 0.222 $55.30

Fiscal Year 2019-2020

Exhibit B

Town of La Plata
Heritage Green Special Taxing District

Special Tax Roll
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Lot 
Number District

Account 
Number

Property 
Classification Land Use Class

Taxable Net
 Land Area

Special Tax to 
be Levied

33 01 085700 Undeveloped Single-Family 0.231 $57.69
34 01 085719 Undeveloped Single-Family 0.269 $67.16
35 01 085727 Undeveloped Single-Family 0.207 $51.64
36 01 085735 Undeveloped Single-Family 0.225 $56.08
37 01 085743 Undeveloped Single-Family 0.198 $49.47
38 01 085751 Undeveloped Single-Family 0.188 $46.96
39 01 085778 Undeveloped Single-Family 0.161 $40.07
40 01 085786 Undeveloped Single-Family 0.211 $52.54
41 01 085794 Undeveloped Single-Family 0.308 $76.81
42 01 085808 Undeveloped Single-Family 0.322 $80.25
43 01 085816 Undeveloped Single-Family 0.259 $64.68
44 01 085824 Undeveloped Single-Family 0.239 $59.60
45 01 085832 Undeveloped Single-Family 0.181 $45.25
46 01 085867 Undeveloped Single-Family 0.192 $47.90
47 01 085840 Undeveloped Single-Family 0.232 $57.77
48 01 085859 Undeveloped Single-Family 0.232 $57.77
49 01 085875 Undeveloped Single-Family 0.232 $57.77
50 01 085883 Undeveloped Single-Family 0.192 $47.90
51 01 085891 Undeveloped Single-Family 0.232 $57.77
52 01 085905 Undeveloped Single-Family 0.231 $57.51
53 01 085913 Undeveloped Single-Family 0.172 $42.94
54 01 085921 Undeveloped Single-Family 0.173 $43.07
55 01 085948 Undeveloped Town House 0.091 $22.77
56 01 085956 Undeveloped Town House 0.079 $19.69
57 01 085964 Undeveloped Town House 0.079 $19.69
58 01 085972 Undeveloped Town House 0.102 $25.53
59 01 085980 Undeveloped Town House 0.170 $42.47
60 01 085999 Undeveloped Single-Family 0.163 $40.77
61 01 086006 Undeveloped Single-Family 0.175 $43.54
62 01 086014 Undeveloped Single-Family 0.207 $51.69
63 01 086022 Undeveloped Single-Family 0.228 $56.75
64 01 086030 Undeveloped Single-Family 0.236 $58.94
65 01 086049 Undeveloped Single-Family 0.111 $27.71
66 01 086057 Undeveloped Single-Family 0.094 $23.44
67 01 086065 Undeveloped Single-Family 0.094 $23.44
68 01 086073 Undeveloped Single-Family 0.137 $34.26
69 01 086081 Undeveloped Single-Family 0.116 $28.92
70 01 086103 Undeveloped Single-Family 0.136 $33.95
71 01 086111 Undeveloped Single-Family 0.105 $26.21
72 01 086138 Undeveloped Single-Family 0.106 $26.36
73 01 086146 Undeveloped Single-Family 0.096 $23.99
74 01 086154 Undeveloped Single-Family 0.108 $26.84
75 01 086162 Undeveloped Town House 0.057 $14.16
76 01 086170 Undeveloped Town House 0.038 $9.59
77 01 086189 Undeveloped Town House 0.040 $9.93
78 01 086197 Undeveloped Town House 0.076 $18.87
79 01 086200 Undeveloped Town House 0.083 $20.68
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Lot 
Number District

Account 
Number

Property 
Classification Land Use Class

Taxable Net
 Land Area

Special Tax to 
be Levied

80 01 086219 Undeveloped Town House 0.041 $10.11
81 01 086227 Undeveloped Town House 0.058 $14.44
83 01 086235 Undeveloped Single-Family 0.149 $37.05
84 01 086243 Undeveloped Single-Family 0.144 $36.01
85 01 086251 Undeveloped Single-Family 0.123 $30.72
86 01 086278 Undeveloped Single-Family 0.169 $42.18
87 01 086286 Undeveloped Single-Family 0.137 $34.15
88 01 086294 Undeveloped Single-Family 0.123 $30.70
89 01 086308 Undeveloped Single-Family 0.117 $29.08
90 01 086316 Undeveloped Single-Family 0.118 $29.46
91 01 086324 Undeveloped Single-Family 0.094 $23.44
92 01 086332 Undeveloped Single-Family 0.098 $24.35
93 01 086340 Undeveloped Town House 0.078 $19.34
94 01 086359 Undeveloped Town House 0.045 $11.34
95 01 086367 Undeveloped Town House 0.045 $11.34
96 01 086375 Undeveloped Town House 0.055 $13.69
97 01 086383 Undeveloped Town House 0.047 $11.81
98 01 086391 Undeveloped Town House 0.038 $9.45
99 01 086405 Undeveloped Town House 0.038 $9.45
100 01 086413 Undeveloped Town House 0.038 $9.45
101 01 086421 Undeveloped Town House 0.057 $14.16
102 01 086448 Undeveloped Single-Family 0.186 $46.37
103 01 086456 Undeveloped Single-Family 0.182 $45.51
104 01 086464 Undeveloped Single-Family 0.162 $40.29
105 01 086472 Undeveloped Single-Family 0.190 $47.33
106 01 086480 Undeveloped Single-Family 0.128 $31.93
107 01 086499 Undeveloped Single-Family 0.117 $29.16
108 01 086502 Undeveloped Single-Family 0.136 $33.85
109 01 086510 Undeveloped Town House 0.094 $23.36
110 01 086529 Undeveloped Town House 0.080 $19.87
111 01 086537 Undeveloped Town House 0.079 $19.72
112 01 086545 Undeveloped Town House 0.079 $19.69
113 01 086553 Undeveloped Town House 0.079 $19.69
114 01 086561 Undeveloped Town House 0.104 $25.85
115 01 086588 Undeveloped Town House 0.084 $20.92
116 01 086596 Undeveloped Town House 0.049 $12.31
117 01 086618 Undeveloped Town House 0.059 $14.77
118 01 086626 Undeveloped Town House 0.059 $14.77
119 01 086634 Undeveloped Town House 0.059 $14.77
120 01 086642 Undeveloped Town House 0.072 $17.84
121 01 086650 Undeveloped Town House 0.072 $17.84
122 01 086669 Undeveloped Town House 0.059 $14.77
123 01 086677 Undeveloped Town House 0.059 $14.77
124 01 086685 Undeveloped Town House 0.059 $14.77
125 01 086693 Undeveloped Town House 0.073 $18.08
126 01 086707 Undeveloped Town House 0.093 $23.27
127 01 086715 Undeveloped Town House 0.045 $11.16
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128 01 086723 Undeveloped Town House 0.054 $13.40
129 01 086731 Undeveloped Town House 0.065 $16.19
130 01 086758 Undeveloped Town House 0.065 $16.19
131 01 086766 Undeveloped Town House 0.054 $13.40
132 01 086774 Undeveloped Town House 0.054 $13.40
133 01 086782 Undeveloped Town House 0.076 $18.98
134 01 086790 Undeveloped Single-Family 0.134 $33.42
135 01 086804 Undeveloped Single-Family 0.123 $30.70
136 01 086812 Undeveloped Single-Family 0.123 $30.70
137 01 086820 Undeveloped Single-Family 0.123 $30.70
138 01 086839 Undeveloped Single-Family 0.135 $33.77
139 01 086847 Undeveloped Single-Family 0.145 $36.09
140 01 086855 Undeveloped Single-Family 0.134 $33.38
141 01 086863 Undeveloped Single-Family 0.170 $42.48
142 01 086871 Undeveloped Single-Family 0.170 $42.48
143 01 086898 Undeveloped Single-Family 0.206 $51.29
144 01 086901 Undeveloped Single-Family 0.223 $55.52
145 01 086928 Undeveloped Single-Family 0.221 $55.02
146 01 086936 Undeveloped Single-Family 0.221 $55.02
147 01 086944 Undeveloped Single-Family 0.221 $55.02
148 01 086952 Undeveloped Single-Family 0.221 $55.02
149 01 086960 Undeveloped Single-Family 0.189 $47.14
150 01 086979 Undeveloped Single-Family 0.131 $32.75
151 01 086987 Undeveloped Single-Family 0.144 $35.99
152 01 086995 Undeveloped Single-Family 0.158 $39.30
153 01 087002 Undeveloped Single-Family 0.161 $40.05
154 01 087010 Undeveloped Single-Family 0.100 $25.01
155 01 087029 Undeveloped Single-Family 0.100 $25.01
156 01 087037 Undeveloped Single-Family 0.112 $27.91
157 01 087045 Undeveloped Single-Family 0.150 $37.34
158 01 087053 Undeveloped Single-Family 0.108 $26.93
159 01 087061 Undeveloped Single-Family 0.109 $27.18
160 01 087088 Undeveloped Single-Family 0.129 $32.08
161 01 087096 Undeveloped Single-Family 0.094 $23.44
162 01 087118 Undeveloped Single-Family 0.094 $23.44
163 01 087126 Undeveloped Single-Family 0.094 $23.44
164 01 087134 Undeveloped Single-Family 0.129 $32.08
165 01 087142 Undeveloped Town House 0.076 $18.98
166 01 087150 Undeveloped Town House 0.045 $11.16
167 01 087169 Undeveloped Town House 0.045 $11.16
168 01 087177 Undeveloped Town House 0.045 $11.16
169 01 087185 Undeveloped Town House 0.056 $13.96
170 01 087193 Undeveloped Town House 0.056 $13.96
171 01 087207 Undeveloped Town House 0.045 $11.16
172 01 087215 Undeveloped Town House 0.045 $11.16
173 01 087223 Undeveloped Town House 0.045 $11.16
174 01 087231 Undeveloped Town House 0.081 $20.09
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176 01 087258 Undeveloped Town House 0.082 $20.55
177 01 087266 Undeveloped Town House 0.059 $14.77
178 01 087274 Undeveloped Town House 0.059 $14.77
179 01 087282 Undeveloped Town House 0.059 $14.77
180 01 087290 Undeveloped Town House 0.059 $14.77
181 01 087304 Undeveloped Town House 0.082 $20.55
182 01 087312 Undeveloped Single-Family 0.135 $33.78
183 01 087320 Undeveloped Single-Family 0.131 $32.62
184 01 087339 Undeveloped Single-Family 0.135 $33.78
185 01 087347 Undeveloped Town House 0.076 $18.98
186 01 087355 Undeveloped Town House 0.054 $13.40
187 01 087363 Undeveloped Town House 0.054 $13.40
188 01 087371 Undeveloped Town House 0.067 $16.75
189 01 087398 Undeveloped Town House 0.065 $16.19
190 01 087401 Undeveloped Town House 0.054 $13.40
191 01 087428 Undeveloped Town House 0.054 $13.40
192 01 087436 Undeveloped Town House 0.045 $11.16
193 01 087444 Undeveloped Town House 0.078 $19.54
194 01 087452 Undeveloped Town House 0.102 $25.40
195 01 087460 Undeveloped Town House 0.072 $17.86
196 01 087479 Undeveloped Town House 0.083 $20.66
197 01 087487 Undeveloped Town House 0.065 $16.19
198 01 087495 Undeveloped Town House 0.054 $13.40
199 01 087509 Undeveloped Town House 0.054 $13.40
200 01 087517 Undeveloped Town House 0.054 $13.40
201 01 087525 Undeveloped Town House 0.065 $16.19
202 01 087533 Undeveloped Town House 0.056 $13.96
203 01 087541 Undeveloped Town House 0.045 $11.16
204 01 087568 Undeveloped Town House 0.045 $11.16
205 01 087576 Undeveloped Town House 0.045 $11.16
206 01 087584 Undeveloped Town House 0.045 $11.16
207 01 087592 Undeveloped Town House 0.056 $13.93
211 01 087606 Undeveloped Town House 0.058 $14.54
212 01 087614 Undeveloped Town House 0.045 $11.16
213 01 087622 Undeveloped Town House 0.045 $11.16
214 01 087630 Undeveloped Town House 0.056 $13.96
215 01 087649 Undeveloped Town House 0.056 $13.96
216 01 087657 Undeveloped Town House 0.045 $11.16
217 01 087665 Undeveloped Town House 0.045 $11.16
218 01 087673 Undeveloped Town House 0.056 $13.96
219 01 087681 Undeveloped Town House 0.056 $13.96
220 01 087703 Undeveloped Town House 0.045 $11.16
221 01 087711 Undeveloped Town House 0.045 $11.16
222 01 087738 Undeveloped Town House 0.045 $11.16
223 01 087746 Undeveloped Town House 0.057 $14.16
224 01 087754 Undeveloped Town House 0.057 $14.22
225 01 087762 Undeveloped Town House 0.045 $11.16

MuniCap | Exhibit B-5



Lot 
Number District

Account 
Number

Property 
Classification Land Use Class

Taxable Net
 Land Area

Special Tax to 
be Levied

226 01 087770 Undeveloped Town House 0.045 $11.16
227 01 087789 Undeveloped Town House 0.045 $11.16
228 01 087797 Undeveloped Town House 0.045 $11.16
229 01 087800 Undeveloped Town House 0.056 $13.96
230 01 087819 Undeveloped Town House 0.056 $13.96
231 01 087827 Undeveloped Town House 0.045 $11.16
232 01 087835 Undeveloped Town House 0.045 $11.16
233 01 087843 Undeveloped Town House 0.056 $13.96
234 01 087851 Undeveloped Town House 0.056 $13.96
235 01 087878 Undeveloped Town House 0.045 $11.16
236 01 087886 Undeveloped Town House 0.045 $11.16
237 01 087894 Undeveloped Town House 0.045 $11.16
238 01 087908 Undeveloped Town House 0.045 $11.16
239 01 087916 Undeveloped Town House 0.062 $15.35
240 01 087924 Undeveloped Single-Family 0.145 $36.28
241 01 087932 Undeveloped Single-Family 0.160 $39.95
242 01 087940 Undeveloped Single-Family 0.177 $44.18
243 01 087959 Undeveloped Single-Family 0.148 $37.00
244 01 087967 Undeveloped Single-Family 0.123 $30.70
245 01 087975 Undeveloped Single-Family 0.123 $30.70
246 01 087983 Undeveloped Single-Family 0.123 $30.70
247 01 087991 Undeveloped Single-Family 0.123 $30.70
248 01 088009 Undeveloped Single-Family 0.129 $32.08
249 01 088017 Undeveloped Single-Family 0.139 $34.63
250 01 088025 Undeveloped Single-Family 0.158 $39.36
251 01 088033 Undeveloped Single-Family 0.158 $39.36
252 01 088041 Undeveloped Single-Family 0.177 $44.08
253 01 088068 Undeveloped Single-Family 0.177 $44.08
254 01 088076 Undeveloped Single-Family 0.197 $49.09
255 01 088084 Undeveloped Single-Family 0.210 $52.31
256 01 088092 Undeveloped Single-Family 0.210 $52.31
257 01 088106 Undeveloped Single-Family 0.207 $51.55
258 01 088114 Undeveloped Single-Family 0.205 $51.24
259 01 088122 Undeveloped Single-Family 0.188 $46.91
260 01 088130 Undeveloped Single-Family 0.178 $44.27
261 01 088149 Undeveloped Single-Family 0.177 $44.08
262 01 088157 Undeveloped Single-Family 0.199 $49.58
263 01 088165 Undeveloped Single-Family 0.215 $53.54
264 01 088173 Undeveloped Single-Family 0.271 $67.63
265 01 088181 Undeveloped Single-Family 0.235 $58.58
266 01 088203 Undeveloped Single-Family 0.203 $50.51
267 01 088211 Undeveloped Single-Family 0.236 $58.90
268 01 088238 Undeveloped Town House 0.087 $21.61
269 01 088246 Undeveloped Town House 0.054 $13.40
270 01 088254 Undeveloped Town House 0.054 $13.40
271 01 088262 Undeveloped Town House 0.065 $16.19
L1 01 088270 Undeveloped Residential Live Work 0.064 $16.06
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L2 01 088289 Undeveloped Residential Live Work 0.038 $9.45
L3 01 088297 Undeveloped Residential Live Work 0.038 $9.45
L4 01 088300 Undeveloped Residential Live Work 0.038 $9.45
L5 01 088319 Undeveloped Residential Live Work 0.038 $9.45
L6 01 088327 Undeveloped Residential Live Work 0.038 $9.45
L7 01 088335 Undeveloped Residential Live Work 0.038 $9.45
L8 01 088343 Undeveloped Residential Live Work 0.038 $9.45
L9 01 088351 Undeveloped Residential Live Work 0.038 $9.45
L10 01 088378 Undeveloped Residential Live Work 0.038 $9.45
L11 01 088386 Undeveloped Residential Live Work 0.038 $9.45
L12 01 088394 Undeveloped Residential Live Work 0.038 $9.45

ROW 01 089005 Undeveloped ROW 0.000 $0.00
L13 01 088408 Undeveloped Residential Live Work 0.038 $9.45
L14 01 088416 Undeveloped Residential Live Work 0.038 $9.45
L15 01 088424 Undeveloped Residential Live Work 0.038 $9.45
L16 01 088432 Undeveloped Residential Live Work 0.047 $11.82
L17 01 088440 Undeveloped Residential Live Work 0.072 $17.90
L18 01 088459 Undeveloped Residential Live Work 0.038 $9.45
L19 01 088467 Undeveloped Residential Live Work 0.038 $9.45
L20 01 088475 Undeveloped Residential Live Work 0.049 $12.30
L21 01 088483 Undeveloped Residential Live Work 0.049 $12.30
L22 01 088491 Undeveloped Residential Live Work 0.038 $9.45
L23 01 088505 Undeveloped Residential Live Work 0.038 $9.45
L24 01 088513 Undeveloped Residential Live Work 0.038 $9.45
L25 01 088521 Undeveloped Residential Live Work 0.057 $14.27

ROW 01 088750 Undeveloped ROW 0.000 $0.00
ROW 01 088769 Undeveloped ROW 0.000 $0.00
ROW 01 088777 Undeveloped ROW 0.000 $0.00
ROW 01 088785 Undeveloped ROW 0.000 $0.00
ROW 01 088793 Undeveloped ROW 0.000 $0.00
ROW 01 088807 Undeveloped ROW 0.000 $0.00
ROW 01 088815 Undeveloped ROW 0.000 $0.00
ROW 01 088823 Undeveloped ROW 0.000 $0.00
ROW 01 088831 Undeveloped ROW 0.000 $0.00
ROW 01 088858 Undeveloped ROW 0.000 $0.00
ROW 01 088866 Undeveloped ROW 0.000 $0.00
ROW 01 088874 Undeveloped ROW 0.000 $0.00
ROW 01 088882 Undeveloped ROW 0.000 $0.00
ROW 01 088890 Undeveloped ROW 0.000 $0.00
ROW 01 088904 Undeveloped ROW 0.000 $0.00
ROW 01 088912 Undeveloped ROW 0.000 $0.00
ROW 01 088920 Undeveloped ROW 0.000 $0.00
ROW 01 088939 Undeveloped ROW 0.000 $0.00
ROW 01 088947 Undeveloped ROW 0.000 $0.00
ROW 01 088955 Undeveloped ROW 0.000 $0.00
ROW 01 088963 Undeveloped ROW 0.000 $0.00
ROW 01 088971 Undeveloped ROW 0.000 $0.00

MuniCap | Exhibit B-7



Lot 
Number District

Account 
Number

Property 
Classification Land Use Class

Taxable Net
 Land Area

Special Tax to 
be Levied

ROW 01 088998 Undeveloped ROW 0.000 $0.00
ROW 01 089013 Undeveloped ROW 0.000 $0.00
ROW 01 089021 Undeveloped ROW 0.000 $0.00
ROW 01 089048 Undeveloped ROW 0.000 $0.00
ROW 01 089056 Undeveloped ROW 0.000 $0.00
ROW 01 089064 Undeveloped ROW 0.000 $0.00
ROW 01 089072 Undeveloped ROW 0.000 $0.00
ROW 01 089080 Undeveloped ROW 0.000 $0.00
ROW 01 089099 Undeveloped ROW 0.000 $0.00
ROW 01 089102 Undeveloped ROW 0.000 $0.00
ROW 01 089110 Undeveloped ROW 0.000 $0.00
ROW 01 089129 Undeveloped ROW 0.000 $0.00
ROW 01 089137 Undeveloped ROW 0.000 $0.00
ROW 01 089145 Undeveloped ROW 0.000 $0.00
ROW 01 089153 Undeveloped ROW 0.000 $0.00
ROW 01 089161 Undeveloped ROW 0.000 $0.00
ROW 01 089188 Undeveloped ROW 0.000 $0.00
ROW 01 089196 Undeveloped ROW 0.000 $0.00
ROW 01 089218 Undeveloped ROW/ST 0.000 $0.00
ROW 01 089226 Undeveloped ROW/ST 0.000 $0.00
ROW 01 089234 Undeveloped ROW 0.000 $0.00
ROW 01 089242 Undeveloped ROW 0.000 $0.00
ROW 01 089250 Undeveloped ROW 0.000 $0.00
Total 962.419 $240,000.00

1Multi-family/Single Family/Town House/Commercial/Light Industrial 
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Appendix B: Ordinance 19-06, Town of La Plata FY 20 Financial Plan/Budget 
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Appendix C: Ordinance 19-08, FY 20 Fee Schedule 
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Acronyms 

CIP – Capital Improvement Plan 

FDIC – Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation 

FY – Fiscal Year 

GAAP – Generally Accepted Accounting Principles 

GIS – Geographic Information System 

 

Terms 

Accrual – the accrual basis of accounting recognizes revenues in the accounting period in which 
they are earned while expenses are recognized then the related liability is incurred. 

Adopted Budget – a plan of financial operations approved by the Town Council. The Adopted 
Budget reflects approved tax rates and appropriated revenues, expenditures, and transfers. Sections 
are included to show major budgetary/financial policies and guidelines used in the town’s fiscal 
management. 

Appropriation – a legal authorization granted by the Town Council to make expenditures and to 
incur obligations for specific purposes. It is limited in amount as expires at the end of the fiscal 
year.  

Assessed Value – a valuation set upon real estate or other property by the Maryland State 
Department of Assessment and Taxation as a basis for levying taxes. 

Audit – a systematic collection of sufficient, competent evidential matter needed to attest to the 
fairness of management’s assertions in the financial statements or to evaluate whether management 
has effectively carried out its responsibilities. 

Balanced Budget – budget in which all proposed expenditures and other financial uses are fully 
funded by projected revenues and other financing resources. Section C8-5 of the Town Charter 
requires a balanced budget. 

Basis of Accounting – the timing of recognition when the effects of financial transactions or 
events should be recognized for financial reporting purposes. 

Bond – interest-bearing certificates of public indebtedness used to finance the Town’s capital 
projects. 

Budget – a plan for the acquisition and allocation of resources to accomplish specified purposes 
for a program of operations for the fiscal year. The annual Town budget is established by the Town 
Council by ordinance.  
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Budgetary Basis of Accounting – the method used to determine when revenues and expenditures 
are recognized for budgetary purposes, as opposed to financial reporting purposes. 

Capital – a category of account codes which identifies major expenditures of public funds, beyond 
maintenance and operating costs, for procurement of items such as vehicles, computer equipment, 
office furniture, and the acquisition or construction of a needed physical facility. The Town defines 
“capital” as an expenditure that meets the above criteria, is greater than or equal to $5,000, and has 
an expected useful life of more than one year. 

Capital Improvement Plan – a long-term view of the physical and technological improvements 
needed by the Town to ensure that resources are being utilized to the best degree possible. For 
consideration, the Town will use a minimum cost threshold of $20,000 for each project. Projects 
include infrastructure, public buildings, land acquisitions, equipment, information technology, and 
professional design and engineering work associated with projects that will be included in future 
capital improvement plans. Upgrades and repairs costing more than $20,000 that extend the useful 
life of the asset should be included as well. 

Cost – the amount of money or value exchanged for property or services. 

Debt – an obligation resulting from the borrowing of money. 

Debt Service – the accounting for payments of principal and interest on long-term debt. 

Department – a separate functional and accounting entity within a certain fund type. 

Depreciation – The decrease in value of physical assets due to use and the passage of time. In 
financial terms, it refers to the process of allocating the cost of a capital asset to the periods during 
which the asset is used. 

Enterprise Fund – accounts for operations that are financed in a manner similar to private 
business where the intent is that costs of providing goods and services to the general public on a 
continuing basis be financed or recovered through user charges. The Town has the following 
enterprise funds: Sanitation Fund, Sewer Fund, Water Fund, and Storm Water Fund. 

Expenditure – a decrease in net financial resources. Expenditures include payment in cash for 
current operating expenses, debt service and capital outlays. 

Expenses – Charges incurred, whether paid or unpaid, for operations, maintenance, interest, and 
other charges which are presumed to benefit the current fiscal year. 

Fiscal Year – the twelve months running from July 1 through June 30, designated by the calendar 
year in which it ends. 

Fund – a fiscal and accounting entity with a self-balancing set of accounts which are segregated 
for carrying on specific activities or attaining certain objectives in accordance with special 
regulations, restrictions or limitations. 

Fund Balance – the excess of a fund’s assets over its liabilities and reserves. 
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General Fund – the primary tax and operating fund for town governmental activities and general 
operations. The fund accounts for all Town revenues and expenditures which are not accounted 
for in other funds. 

General Obligation Bond – a bond for which payment is pledged with the full faith and credit of 
the Town. This pledge involves the general taxing powers of the town to satisfy the payment of 
debt obligations. See Bond.  

Goal – a general statement purpose. A goal provides a framework within which the program unit 
operates; it reflects realistic constraints upon the unit providing the service. 

Governmental Funds – used to account for most of a government’s activities, including those 
that are tax-supported. The General Fund is the only governmental fund of the Town. 

Investments – securities held for the production of income in the form of interest, dividend or 
rental payments. The term does not include fixed assets used in the Town’s operations.  

Line Item – a specific expenditure category within a department budget, such as travel, training, 
telephone, postage, supplies, etc. Defined by an object code number. 

Major Fund – a governmental fund or enterprise fund reported as a separate column in the basic 
financial statements.  

Modified Accrual – used to record revenues and related assets when they become measurable and 
available to finance operations of the fiscal period. Accordingly, real and personal property taxes 
are recorded when billed and license, permits and fines are recorded as revenues. Expenditures are 
recorded as they are incurred. 

Objective – a statement of purpose that is defined more specifically than a goal that is to be 
accomplished in specific, well defined, and measurable terms and that is achievable within a 
specific time frame. 

Operating Expenses – a category of recurring expenses, other than salaries and capital equipment 
costs, which cover expenditures necessary to maintain facilities, collect revenues, provide services, 
and otherwise carry out the Town’s goals.  

Ordinance – a formal legislative enactment by the Town Council. 

Principal – in the context of bonds, the face value or per value of a bond or issue of bonds payable 
on stated dates of maturity. 

Proposed Budget – a plan of financial operations proposed to the Town Council by the Town 
Manager. The Proposed Budget reflects proposed tax rates and estimated revenues, expenditures, 
and transfers. Sections are included to show major budgetary/financial policies and guidelines used 
in the town’s fiscal management. 
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Public Hearing – a scheduled meeting or time specifically set aside to provide an opportunity for 
citizens to discuss their feelings about a particular issue. Prior to a public hearing, the scheduled 
date and time, as well as the subject; must be advertised. 

Real Property – real estate, including land and improvements (building, fences, pavement, etc.) 
classified for purposes of assessment. 

Revenue Bonds – bonds issued to finance the construction, acquisition or improvement of a 
revenue-producing facility, with the principal and interest requirements payable solely from the 
revenues generated by the facility’s operations. 

Reserve – an account that records a portion of the fund balance which must be segregated for some 
future use and which is not available for future appropriation or expenditure. 

Resolution – a special or temporary order of the Town Council. 

Tax Base – the aggregate value of the items being taxed. The base of the Town’s property tax is 
set by the State Department of Assessments and Taxation at 100% of the full market value of all 
real property and 100% of all business personal property in the Town. 

Tax Rate – the amount of tax stated in terms of a unit of the tax base; i.e., 32 cents per $100 of 
real property assessed valuation. 

Transfers – The amount of contribution from one fund to another. Transfers are made from the 
General Fund to the Vehicle Replacement Reserve, Building Replacement Reserve, the 
Sanitation Fund for mosquito spraying. Transfers are made from the Enterprise Funds to the 
Vehicle Replacement Reserve and the General Fund to recover  
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