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' COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF LA PLATA
' Ordinance 11-1

‘Introduced By: . R | - Mayor Roy G. Hale
Date Introduced: - . January 25,2011
Planning Commission Public Hearipg: N/A

| Town Council Pﬁblic Héaring: = | January 25, 2011
Date Adopted: | February 22, 2011
Dafe Effective: March 9, 2011

An Ordinance concerning

Comprehensive Parks and Recreation Master Plan

FOR the purpose of adopting a new comprehensive parks and recreation master plan (CPRMP)
for the Town of La Plata; and all matters relating to said plan. ‘

.

WHEREAS, the Town recognizes the key contribution that high quality parks and open

“spaces make to community health, wellness and quality_of life; and

WHEREAS, the Town enlisted the services of Environmental Resources Management
(“ERM”) in conjunction with Municipal Financial Services Group, and Oasis Design Group for
the development of the Town’s Comprehensive Parks and Recreation Master Plan; and

WHEREAS, beginning in October 2010, in addition to the numerous discussions of the
Parks and Recreation Commission, the Parks and Recreation Commission, Planning
Commission, and Town Council held a joint meeting, where each element of the Plan was
carefully reviewed and considered; and

WHEREAS, the community was invited and encouraged to participate and comment;
and ‘ v

WHEREAS, the Council of the Town of La Plata has determined that it is in the public
interest that the Plan be adopted as the Comprehensive Parks and Recreation Master Plan for the
Town of La Plata.

NOW THEREFORE:
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SEAL:

'Ordinancell-l : . 4 2

SECTION 1: BE ' IT ENACTED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF

LA PLATA that the Town of La Plata Comprehensive Parks and Recreation Master Plan, a copy

of which is attached to this Ordinance, is hereby adopted. The Plan shall be known as the "Town
of La Plata Comprehensive Parks and Recreation Master Plan, F ebruary, 2011.

SECTION 2: AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED that this Ordinance shall become
effective at the expiration of fifteen (15) calendar days after its approval by the Council.

ADOPTED AND APPROVED by the Council of the Town 'of La Plata on February 22,
2011.

COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF LA PLATA

R > 2 T
Roy G-Hale, Mayor

Ll Ly Lo

R. Wayn_eﬂW'inkler, Councilman

(. /G L

C. Keith Back, Councilman

CRono o
ATTEST: K%J' %/‘%/

Paretta D. Mudd, Councilwoman

@bseph W Norris, Coun€ilman

Danielle Yandley, Town Clerk
Date 72/ 0702/ /[

EXPLANATION:
CAPITALS INDICATE MATTER ADDED TO EXISTING LAW.
((Double Parenthesis)) indicate matter deleted from existing law.

Underlining indicates amendments to bill.
Strike Out indicates matter stricken from bill by amendment or deleted from the

law by amendment. .
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COUNCIL OF THE TOVVN OF LA PLATA
Ordinance 11-1 '

‘W

Introduced By: B - Mayor Roy-G- Hale
Date Introduced: ' ) ' | J ahuéry 25, 2011
Planning C'omm_ission. .Pub]ic‘Hearing: : N/A

Town Council Public Hearing: - . | J;nuary 25,2011
Date Adopted: - R February 22, 2011
Date Effectwe : o .. '. o March 9, 2011 ‘

An Ordinance concerning
Comprehenswe Parks and Recreatmn Master Plan

FOR the purpose of adopting a new comprehenswe parks and recreatlon master plan (CPRMP)
- for the Town of La Plata; and all matters relating to said plan. " X

N

****************

WHEREAS, the Town recognizes the key contribution that high quality parks and open .
spaces make to commumty health, Wellness and quahiy of life; and

WEEREAS the Town enhsted the services of Envuonmental Resources Management
(“ERM”) in conjunction with Municipal Financial Services Group, and Oasis Design Group for

the development.of the Town’s Comprehenswe Parks and Recreauon Master Plan; and

WHEREAS, beginning in October 2010, in addition to the numerous discussions of the
Parks and Recreation Commission, the . Parks. and Recreation Commission, Planning-
Commission, and Town Council held a joint meeting, where each element of the Plan was

‘carefully reviewed and considered; and

WHEREAS, the community was invited and encouraged to participate and 'conﬁment;
and : ' ' .

WHEREAS, the Council of the Town of La Plata has determined that it is in the pubhc
interest that the Plan be adopted as the Comprehensive Parks and Recreation Master Plan for the

~ Town of La Plata.

NOW THEREFORE:
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Ordinance 11-1 -

SECTION 1: BE IT ENACTED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF

"~ LAPLATA that the Town of La Plata Comprehenswe Parks and Recreation Master Plan, a copy

of which is aftached to this Ordinance, is hereby adopted. The Plan shall be known as the "Town
of La Plata Comprehenswe Parks and Recreation Master Plan, February, 201 1 :

SDCTION 2: AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED that this Ordmance shall become-
effective at the expiration of :ﬁfteen (1 5) calendar days after its approval by the Councﬂ '

ADOPTED AND APPROVED by the Councll of the Town of La Plata on February 22,
2011. .

SEAL:

COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF LA PLATA

@9\,—3 P e
. Roy G- Hle, Mayor

£ loc, ZVMMZQ,

R. Wayne/inkler, Councilman

Y, W o C Kelth Back, Councﬂman .
ATTEST: o o /g% //ﬂ W
' : . .ParettaD Mudd Councllwoman

- Jbseph W Norris, Countilman

Danielle Mandley, Town Clerk
Date 2/ )1/

.- EXPLANATION:
CAPITALS INDICATE MATTER ADDED TO EXISTING LAW.
(Double Parenthesis)) indicate matter deleted from existing law.

Underlining indicates amendments to bill.
Strike Out indicates matter stricken from bill by amendment or deleted ﬁom the

law by amendment
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Introduction and Purpose

This Comprehensive Parks and Recreation Master Plan (CPRMP) sets overall policy and direction for
parks, recreation, and open space in the Town of La Plata (the Town) for the next 20 years. The Town'is
the county seat of Charles County, and is located approximately 30 miles southeast of Washington, D.C.

(Map 1) e

Map 1 Town of La Plata Location

A T
‘e 7 i i, % K lff
NS/ -Frecjsruc NG . A
A AT e 5 Bailfirnore®: 7" B
{@6 < \”«ﬁ ~~~~~~~~ p "‘ic“""?( . f{g} i ’{ :
' ARG , @ A5 . 7
‘ RN ; \__,j‘l.fw If / L
N’ :Rock\g'i.lle ; @\5\__:}; P I /‘,,
1 " L AR v , )
o~ufront Royal ‘@\,__ : ').\?”(‘CM*:}{\AnQS!'PQéﬁ%,\r'}‘SM, S Y
R Virginia () a3Ringtor 1D.C AN J \
B2 I o B e N\
@t M
o AlexarigFic®| (i 7 :
bl i
7 N i \
£ v DS : :. .
§»\ Charle N
S ' ;Coun;l'y i Ccmb‘ﬁdg}e
,...;.,M? - \\ f{ N \ p
- N/ \
N E k JY
// Fredericksburg®. QXD S
/ . [ ey
)
‘[Churlottesv'lle % ™~ |
o \ Maryland i .
M : Y M 7 LA
Virginia
g oo

The Town is on the cusp of significant change.. Four large developments are projected, at build-out, to -
increase the Town’s population from its current total.of approximately 10,000 people to approximately '
25,000. The Town recognizes the key contribution that high quality parks and open spaces make to
community health, wellness and quality of life. It has undertaken this CPRMP to chart a course to
transform the Town’s small number of parks and recreation areas into a high quality, fully-developed
parks system that will be a major contributor to the Town’s quality of life in its vision as one of

Maryland’s premier communities.
Key questions addressed in this CPRMP include:
-« What new parks and open spaces will be needed to serve the Town’s projected population?

o ‘What new recreation facilities such as community centers, ball fields, basketball courts, and
playgrounds will be needed?

« How can the new developments best help meet the Town’s future parks and recreation needs? -

o What will it cost to create and maintain the parks and recreation system the Town envisions? Will the
system be affordable to the Town? -




« How will the Town manage its parks? Should the Town have a parks and recreation department?
How should it share responsibilities with Charles County government?

This CPRMP updates and replaces the Town of La Plata Parks & Recreation Capital Expansion Plan,
2009, and supplements the Town of La Plata 2009 Comprehensive Plan, Open Space & Recreation

Element.

Plan Organization

Chapter 1 contains an inventory and description of existing parks and recreation land in the Town and its
environs. Chapter 1 also describes recreation programming, staffing and funding.

Chapter 2 contains a broad-based recreation needs and demand analysis. The Chapter analyzes needs and
demands by considering demographic trends, national and local parks and recreation trends, and inputs
from various sources including public meetings and a citizens’ survey.

Chapter 3 contains the Master Plan’s recommendations for parks and recreation.

i
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Chapter1 - Inventory and Framework

This chapter describes existing and planned recreation and open space resources in and around the Town
of La Plata. The chapter also describes recreation programming, staffing and funding. :

11 I nventory

The areas within and around the Town have an inventory of public parks, recreation and open space
(PROS) opportunities totaling approximately 800 acres. The inventory inside the Town totals
approximately 340 acres of which the Town provides 138 acres, with the remaining 202 acres owned by
Charles County Public Schools. '

For purposes of the Comprehensive Parks and Recreation Master Plan (CPRMP) an area outside the‘town
was defined as the area within which non-town residents would be attracted to use the Town’s PROS, just
as Town residents now use PROS outside the Town. Map 2 shows the Town as well as this “outer La .

Plata” area (OLPA).

Table 1-1 lists the names and acreages of PROS inside and outside the Town and includes a map number
showing the location of the site or facility on Map 2. Table 1-2 provides a more detailed inventory
including a list of the amenities at each PROS site. '

1-1




Table 1-1 Parks, recreation and open space (PROS) in and near the Town
Map #. Park/Facility Acres Map # Pari/Facility Acres .
Town of La Plata Public near the Town .
| Agricopia Park 6 " A College of Southern MD 91
2 Carroll La Plata Village 1 16°  Laurel Springs Regional Park . 103 .
3 Clark Run Natural Area 42 17 Turkey Hill Park ) 57
4 Hemlock Court 0.1 18 White Plains Regional Park 204
5  Patuxent Court 03 Total public near the Town 455
¢  Phoenix Run Park1 . 07" ' -
7  Phoenix Run Park Il 0.2 Private near the Town (Contributing to public recreation
) ’ and with some public access '
8§  Redwood Lake 5 27 La Plata Park 32
9  Silver Linden Park 5 22 Hawthorne Country Club ‘ 80
10 Star Memorial Garden 0.1 Total private near the Town 112
11 Tilghman Lake Park 61
12 Town Hall Park 2
13 Train Station 0.7 Total public PROS within and
near the Town (340-+455) 795
14 Wills Memorial Park 14 : i
Total Town of La Plata 138
Non-Town of La Plata (with public access)
15  Courthouse Soccer Field ' 2 .
‘B . Gwynn Educational Center 7 (10)*
C,D LaPlata HS & Matula ES 54 (21)*
E  Mitchell ES 9 (6
F  Somers MS 38 (56)*
Total Non-Town of La Plata 109 ‘93 202 (109+93) .
Total inside the Town 247 93
Total inside the Town 340
Private, Commercial and Non-profit (Contribute to
recreation need but with limited or no public access)
19  Agricopia Tot Lot 03
G  Archbishop Neale School 4
20 Chestnut Court Natural Area 2
21  Edelen Station 0.6
H  Grace Lutheran Church .6
23 Hawthorne Green 0.5
24  Hickory Ridge 1
25  Jamestowne 0.2
26  La Plata Manor 2
28  Quailwood Park 04
29  Steeplechase ~2
30  Washington Square 04
20

Total Private

* (#) Denotes natural resource acreage in school recreation areas.




"Map 2 Parks, Recreation and Open Space Areas

[ GEONGT 1

pangesteal 'Jvmm;\‘u $}()

nm,“m

SRRy,

et B LN

o RS

TR 1

N

o
&

27 %

Rl S L.

/ et .
S p0ns 70m
} :umm.,m.wfcco RD

;

S o2

i
K\ s
\ T
* e
Parks and Recreation
( Master Plan
PR A La Plata, Maryland
w8 '
{ £ i,' Map 1. Parks.and Recreation Areas
i e {
ts B kY Legend
L = H .
“E.. é‘ i 55 -Parked Open Space, Publ,  ——— Mapr-Ropds —
2 = 3 . ﬁ:i Parks & Opan Space, Prvate —— Fosond :
'\',‘_; = Y 1 SchovisiConural, Sitn - PadBike Tralt
. i:\ ;i"i - 1,3 s%n Gohon] PotkWOpEn Spuce e Wagdr Stieoms
(g ‘2 S ————.s )
& VR &\ J— \3, * “lown Boundaty
5»’ 1Al Y& A B N ) 1
2 ya ¥ 0 0.5 I Miles
4 IOMHSUNTONH RIY /j . 1 . | | !
g .
f PO
N, 7 ot o - o T T
R e g “ ., /7 e Sty

" AUSRROY

RS

qONIE™ R
KGR |

\ PR s

SPRY

1 iidme

e

;
kS
i
;
A
P
i
S ’
/,./
o s /’”
S AL
e,
\?; O ——.
e . .
o I &
-
HOREVELL 7
RAPIARDY 7 H ’
¢ ]
i
4
{
{ -
! i
i :
£
3
A
5
t
i
1
kY

PRUSUELT 'UE&"RQ

Quter La Plata Area is the area outside Town within the map border.

See Table 1-1 for map key.
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12 PROS Classification =~ - |

This CPRMP uses the following PROS classification system based upon each resource’s primary
function. Table 1-3 summarizes the PROS within the Town. :

Commnnitj' parks. Community parks serve a community-wide function, attracting users from all
over the Town. Size varies.

Neighborhood parks. Neighborhood parks primarily serve local neighborhoods. - The ekisting
neighborhood parks range in size from five to eight acres. These parks typically include playgrounds,
ball fields and/or courts though they can also be more passive in nature.

Mini parks. Mini parks are a type of neighborhood p'ark but are smaller, typically one acre or less,
with a smaller number of amenities such as a playground, field or court. :
School recreation parks. School recreation parks are land at school facilities owned by the Charles
County Public Schools. The general public may use these parks outside of school hours, and the
Charles County Parks and Recreation Division programs the fields, gymnasiums, and other facilities
for events or recreation programs.

Natural resource areas. Natural resource areas comprise dpen space with few if any recreation
facilities other than trails. These lands are intended for conservation such as forests, wetlands, or
floodplains. Size varies. '

Regional parks. Regional parks are large parks, typically over 100 acres. They provide a wide
variety of recreation opportunities including field sports, trails, tennis or golf. There are no regional
parks inside the Town but there are two in the outer La Plata area. :

Table 1-3 Summary of PROS within the Town

Town Owned Non-Town Owned
Number of Number of
| sites Acres sites Acres Total Acres

Parks and Recreation

Corhmunity Parks 2 64

Neighborhood parks 4 , 30

Mini Parks 7 -3

School Recreational Parks 5 109 - -
Sub Total 13 97 5 109 - 206
Natﬁra] Resource Areas 1 42 4 93
Total 14 139 9 202 340

" Note: Subtotals may not equal total due to ounding.




1.3 PROS within the Town

Community Parks

Tilghman Lake Park is the Town’s largest park (62 acres). Located on the east side of town and adjoining
the county-owned Laurel Springs Regional Park, the land was acquired from the federal government and
was once envisioned as a potential water supply facility. The park is a beautiful, largely wooded site
surrounding an approximately seven-acre lake. Developed facilities are currently limited to a large picnic -
pavilion and a trail around the lake. This park has great potential as a resource for the entire town, but
access, parking, and additional developed facilities are currently lacking. The Town plans to install

bathroom facilities and parking in 2011. .
Town Hall Park is located adjacent to the Town Hall. The park is used for civic and entertainment events,
including concerts, performances, and movies.

Neighborhood Parks

Wills Memorial Park (14 acres) is the most developed park in town with a baﬂ field (used only for
practice play because of proximity to homes), a basketball court, volleyball court, community building,

playground, parking and woods.
Silver Linden Park (5 acres) located in the Clark Run neighborhood, has a playground, tennis court and
‘unimproved multi-purpose field. : : o

Redwood Lake Park (5 acres) off Redwood Circle is a passive park focused on a 2.5 acre lake which also
functions as a storm water management facility. The park has a pavilion at the water’s edge, benches,
picnic tables and a walking trail on two sides of the lake. ' ' :
Agricopia Park is located in the Agricopia subdivision by Radio Station Road. Under development as of
2010, the major feature of the park is a large multi-purpose playing field and a playground including a
low (6 to 7-foot tall) rock climbing wall. , :

Redwood Lake
Neighborhood Park




Mini Parks
- The Town has seven mini parks located primarily in the central part of Town:

Park Features
' Ca_rroll La Plata Village Basketball courts
Hemlock Court - Tot lot
Patuxent Court . Play equipment
Phoenix Run Park I and II Play equipment/tot lots
Train Station Train museum
Star Memorial Garden Meditation garden, firehouse museum

Schobl Recreation Parks

" Charles County Public Schools has five sites/facilities ‘within the Town which, combined, account for
approximately 200 acres of land, much of which is undeveloped.

- La Plata High School - Somers Middle School

 Matula Elementary School -+ Mitchell Elementary School

« Gwynn Education Center

Because this large amount of land could skew the PROS inventory, this CPRMP counts the active

recreation land (ball fields, courts) component of these areas separately from the natural resource areas,
recognizing that portions of these areas could be developed in the future. The active recreation land totals

approximately 109 acres of the total (see Tables 1-1 and 1-2).

<A

Train Station Mini Park and’
museum on Kent Avenue

“The school recreation parks contain baseball/softball fields, soccer/multi-purpose fields, football fields
and gymnasiums that are important in meeting local recreation need. La Plata High School has an

outdoor pool that is the only pool in Town open to the general public. .

Somers Middle School is operated during non-school hours as a school-based recreation center by Charles
County Parks and Recreation. The center offers a variety of social, education and recreation programs
(see Section 1.5). : ‘

The two-acre Courthouse Soccer Field on Baltimore Street is also classified as a school recreation park.
A remnant of the former high school that is now the Charles County government office complex, the field

is maintained by Charles County Parks and Recreation.
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Natural Resource Areas

The PROS inventory includes five natural resource areas. The Town owns the 42-acre Clark Run Natural
Area in the southeast part of town. The area comprises the stream valley and floodplain of Clark Run, a
stream that runs north-south through the entire town. The area is managed primarily to conserve open
space and environmentally sensitive areas associated with Clark Run. The Natural Area is undeveloped
but nearby residents have created some informal trails traveling east-west through it. This CPRMP

envisions the entire length of Clark Run as a greenway (see Chapter 3).

The other four natural resource areas are those associated with school recreation parks, as described
above. The largest area is 56 acres associated with Somers Middle School.

Private, commercial, and non-profit PROS

Private commercial and non-profit PROS help meet the recreation needs of Town residents, workers and
visitors. All or portions of these PROS may be open to the public, sometimes for a fee. The PROS
inventory includes 13 sites on approximately 18 acres in the Town. These include:

»  Mini parks, tot lots and pléygrounds managed by homeowner Associations (e.g., Quailwood Park,
Jamestowne Park) :

. Community centers which may include swimming pools, meeting rooms or fitness facilities (e.g. -
Edelen Station) ' '

» Recreation areas as part of a private school facility (e.g. Grace Lutheran Church School). '

Some commiercial businesses in and near La Plata provide recreation services. These include La Plata
Fitness and Tron Works Gym, both on Drury Drive, and World Gym now on US 301 at MD 6.

1.4 PROS outside the Town

As described above, this CPRMP defines an “outer La Plata” area (OLPA) which is the area outside the
town with PROS resources that are close to the Town in Charles County, and are readily accessible to
town residents. County residents from this area may also use PROS in the Town. PROS in this area
include: '

» Laurel Springs Regional Park is a large, active 103-acre park on Radio Station Road adjacent to the
Town limits operated by Charles County Parks and Recreation. The park has 10 baseball/softball -
fields, seven soccer/multi-purpose fields, a football field, and 1,000 parking spaces. Most of these
fields.are lighted. A trail around the park connects to Tilghman Park. : : -

" Playground at Laurel
Springs Regional Park




«  White Plains Regional Park is a 200-acre county-owned park northeast of Town with sport fields and
an 18-hole golf course, picnic areas and a skate park. '

« College of Southern Maryland, La Plata Campus. The college’s recreation facilities (indoor
swimming pool, courts, and fitness center) are open to the public-either through enrollment in
classes/summer camps, or by membership. : '

e Turkey Hill Park. Charles County operates this park north of Town on US 301. It has five

soccer/multi-purpose fields and a two-acre dog patk. Charles County leases the property from the
State Highway Administration, which acquired the land as a potential southern terminus of the US

301 bypass.

» LaPlata Park. Thisisa privately owned tract of land on Hawthorne Road with two baseball fields,
and is sometimes referred to as Rainbow Construction Field. One of the baseball fields was recently

constructed by the La Plata Youth League.
« Hawthorne Country Club. Located immediately west of the Town on Hawthorne Road, the Club has

an 18-hole, par 72 golf course (18 tees, 9 greens each with two holes) a swimming pool, tennis courts, -

and a clubhouse available for.social and recreational events.

" The Town is also within close proximity to St. Charles and the Waldorf area. Many town residents travel
to the Robert Stethem Memorial Sports Complex for baseball and softball athletic league play, or to other
nearby park and recreation areas including the Southern Maryland Blue Crabs Stadium. -

15  Recreation Programs

The Town does not currently offer recreation programs. Charles County Parks and Recreation, the
College of Southern Maryland, as well as non-profit youth leagues run several strong programs, host
athletic leagues, educational classes, and recreational classes. :

Chafles County

Charles County Parks and Recreation offers programs at Somers Community Recreation Center, Laurel
Springs Regional Park, White Plains Regional Park, and La Plata outdoor pool. Programs include:

» Aquatic programs, such as swimming Jlessons/clinics; water aerobics, and lap swimming by daily
admission or membership; '

« Day camps of all types, such as arts and crafts, gymnastics, tennis, basketball, and computer game
design, among others;

»  Adult ipfograms such as arts and crafts, dance, and dog obedience;

o Senior trips and tours; vand
o Special olympic programs for athletic conditioning and training.

‘Most County parks and recreation programs in the La Plata area are provided at Somers Community
Recreation Center (located within Somers Middle School). The County operates the center year round on
weekdays from 2:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m., and Saturdays from 10:00 to 2:00 p.m. The center is normally
closed the week before school opens, as well as during the Thanksgiving, Christmas and Easter Holidays.

In FY 2010 over 70 programs were offered. Examples include:

»  After school program from 2:30 — 6:00 pm. e Cheerleading camp;
+  Summer Day Camp Program (Weekdays, + Taekwon do;
June to August); -+ Parents Night Out! A program on Friday
. Belly-dancing; evenings where kids aged 5-12 make crafts,

. lay , .
»  Scrapbooking; play games, or watch movies;




« Dog obedience classes; and

«  Father daughter dances

« Youth and teen drbp in programs

Prices charged for programs can run from free to $100.

Somers busiest period i
games. Saturday hours during this time period are exten
accommodate the high demand. :

Total program attendance including

s December 1 through the end of March to host youth basketball practices and
ded to open at 8:00am and close at 6:00 pm to

responses to information requests totaled over 30,000 in FY 2010

(Table 1-4). .
Table 1-4 Attendance Report for Somers Community Recreation Center FY 2010
N 5 e = & .
e - -E 5 3 2 = E .
S E : £ £ g g E B = " %
= 8o =, I P4 ] £ & = 2 1 ]
s 2 B g 5 i & g £ £ 2 2 e
Classes/ Programs 30 0 33 222 131 30 150 172 385 274 363 181 1,971
Drop-In, Teen, Pre-Teen 0 0 48 88 51 6| 142 99 196 161 . 173 64 1,028
Drop-in, Adult 110 12 70 65 54 23 120 80 68 83 81 27 793
Special Events 0 0 0 10 219 0 28 0 50 36 0 0 343
Sports Program 576 0 0 159 237 422 889 1.035 860 1,398 214 141 5,931
Sports Program Spectators 1,774 0 0 81 124 435 1.623 1.424 1.585 933 707 85 8,771
Miscellaneou 0 0 0 0 0 -0 0 0 0 74 94 0 168
Afier School Prograins - . ’
- |(P&R) 0| 51 234 217 177 158 147 89 146 142 192 72 1,625
After School Programs . .
(non P&R) 0 0 0 0 0 0 121 1,119 922 444 941 0 3.547
{Suminer Camps 837 0 0 - 0 0 0 0 4 72 24 0! 167 1,100
Information/Public Request 40 144 110 360 424 220 207 370 603 467| 499 272 3,716
Facility use Approved 0 4] 111 9 188 20 230 947 144 61 28 0 1,738
Facility use Denied 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1]
Monthly Total:| 3,367 207 606! 1,211] 1,605 1,314] 3,657 5,335 5,031 4,097] 3,292 1,009 30,731|

Source: Charles County Parks & Recreation

Youth Leagues and Organizations

Four non-profit youth leagues operate in the La Plata area. The leagues cover.Charles County or the
Southern Maryland area depending upon the size and scale of the organization. Teams are based on
geographic location with the La Plata home team using Laurel Springs Regional Park for most events.
Membership varies but has historically ranged between 500 and 750 children per each league. The four

leagues are:

e Charles County Youth League (baseball and softball)
« Blue Knights Football (

o La Plafa Youth Soccer

e Charles County Lacrosse League

‘College of Southern Maryland

The College of Southern Maryland offers a variety of programs at its campus west of La Plata that are
available to La Plata residents. Most of the indoor programs-are housed in the physical education building
which offers an indoor pool, gymnasium, and fitness center with cardiovascular and strength training
activities. Recreation and community-based programs include: '

e Little Kids College, offering art, reading, science, and dance classes, among others;
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«  All-day sports camps during the summer months for baseball, tennis, softball, field hockey, .
volleyball, soccer and basketball; ‘

o Adult classes such as arts and crafts, culinary, fitness, gardening, dance;
. Adult and youth aquatic exercise and swimming clinics; and .

« Fitness classes such as cycling, kickbbxiﬁg, pilates and yoga.

1.6  Staff and Organization . ‘ _

The Town of La Plata does not currently have a recreation: department. Responsibility for the Town’s
parks and recreation functions are shared by the Town Manager and the Departments of Planning
(planning) and Public Works (maintenance), .

The elected La Plata Town Council is ultimately responsible for parks and recreation in the Town throﬁgh
its role in adopting policy plans and operating and capital budgets. =

The Town has a volunteer Parks and Recreation Commission whose mission is to advise the Town
Council concerning immediate and long-range recreational programs and policies.

The Town’s Planning Commission helps prepare the Town’s Comprehensive Plan and decides on
subdivisions and site plans which may have recreation issues.

Other commissions with a role in parks and recreation issues are the Beautification Commission, created -
to promote the beautification of the Town, and the Design Review Board which considers many aspects
of development proposals, including building siting, size, shape and materials, parking, landscaping and
signage.

Volunteers are important to the Town including the La Plata Community Garden Club which maintains
the Star Memorial Garden.

Budget

Although the Town does not have a recreation department, the Town’s operating budget has a line item
for recreation, drawing from the effort of the Department of Public Works that is dedicated to recreation
functions. In FY 2011 the operating budget for recreation was approximately $195,000. This is
approximately three percent of the Town’s total operating budget ($5.89 million) or 2 cents of the tax
rate’, : . :

The Town subdivision code requires that new subdivisions provide recreation opportunities or pay fees-
in-lieu (Town Code § 173-11). The fee per dwelling unit is currently $7,500. Some of these recreation
opportunities are dedicated to the Town (such as Silver Linden park or Agricopia park), whereas others
remain private under the ownership of the subdivision homeowners’ association. Since 2002 through the
fee-in-lieu alternative the Town has received approximately $390,000 of which approximately $215,000

has been spent on a variety of growth-related projects.

I $195,000 is derived from Ordinance 10-4 Town of La Plata FY 2010-2011 Tax Rate p. 17 PRC-Parks. Another
way to look at the $195,000 is that it is 5.5 percent of the Town’s revenues from property taxes ($3.573 million) or
close to 2 cents of the Town’s property tax rate of 32 cents per $100 of assessed value. Property (32 x .055=1.76)
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1-7  Population, Growth and Development

Town of La Plata C ' ,

. The Town of La Plata estimates its population in 2010 at 10,000 people. Detailed data will be available

from the 2010 census held in April 2010, but unfortunately for this plan process these data will only
become available beginning in April 2011, :
The most recent detailed population data are from the 2000 census. Table 1-5 shows some characteristics

of the population compared to Charles County. In 2000, compared to Charles County the Town had a '
somewhat older population, with a slightly higher share of white persons. The Town had a lower median

"household income, 2 higher proportion of renter occupied housing, and higher housing values.

Demographic and Socio-Economic Data from the 2000 Census

-Table 1-5°
Town of La Plata | Charles County
| Population 6,551 120,546
Under 5 years 7% 7%
65 years and over 12% 8%
White 73% 69
Black or African American 24% 26
Total housing units 2,308 43,903
Owner-occupied housing units 68 78 .
Renter-occupied housing units 32 . 22
Median household income in 1999 § $56,490 . $62,199
Median housing value (single-family $174,900 $153,000
owner-occupied homes)

.Steeplechase

Source: 2000 Census

Since 2000 the Town has grown quite rapidly. According to the Town’s 2009 Compfehensive Plan, the
Town added over 2,100 people between 2000 and 2007 in new developments such as Martins Crossing,
Agricopia, and Hawthorne Greene. o

Pzipeline Development

“Pipeline” development is development at various stages of approval that is anticipated to occur during
the planning period. Four large pipeline developments are located within the town limits (Table 1-6, Map
3). These developments at final build-out are anticipated to more than double the population of the town,
and result in increased supply of and demand for PROS. Note that the future southern villages of the
large planned community of St. Charles are outside the Town but are close and adjoin Laurel Springs
Regional Park and Tilghman Lake Park. -

Agricopia
Agricopia is located on Radio Station Road. This neighborhood when fully complete will contain nearly

600 dwelling units. As part of Phase I, in addition to private PROS to serve residents, the developer is
developing Agricopia Park which will be dedicated to the Town as a town park. : ’

Steepléchase is located on the east side of US 301 on Quailwood Parkway. Phase | is under development.

" At final buildout approximately 486 units are envisioned. The developer is developing private PROS to

serve residents of the community including a clubhouse and pool.
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Table -6 Pipeline Development

Housing Units
Development - " Existing | Estimated Status
o ' : Future '
Agricopia - : A ~200 600 Phase I under development. Phase’
: 11 does not have preliminary plan
approval. ’
Heritage Green 0 13,000 Concept plan approval granted in
A : 2006
Steeplechase ~50 - 436 Phase I under develo;ﬁment.
Stagecoach Crossing 0 © 1,200 Concept plan approval granted in
2005, but has expired.
Total . . ~5,200 o

Map 3 Pipeline Development

' ;—--—% ...... 3N
. | Stagecoach

.....

.Legend
A&7 Town Bowndary

Heritage Green

Heritage Green is located north of Agricopia and east of Washington Avenue. Annexed into the Town in
1990, it is envisioned as a large approximately 800-acre mixed-use community with approximately 3,000
dwelling units as well as retail and employment areas. The Heritage Green annexation agreement
provided that 35 percent of the development be open space including specified recreation facilities. The
Town granted the project Traditional Neighborhood Development Plan approval for the first two phases

in 2006.
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Stagecoach Crossing '

This develépment received traditional neighborhood development plan approval in 2005 for up to 1,225
units, but the approval expired and a new plan would have to be approved before-development could
begin. The Stagecoach Crossing annexation agreement provided for. the conveyance to the Town ofa 31-

acre parcel for recreation.

Outer La Plata area

As noted above, it is important for this plan to consider the area around the Town of La Plata. This
CPRMP estimates the population of this Outer La Plata Area (OLPA) in 2010 at approximately 5,400%

Population projections.

Population projections for this CPRMP are shown in Table 1-7. They forecast an approximate doubling
of the Town’s population from 10,000 in 2010 to approximately 25,000 in 2030, and an increase in the
population of the Town and the Outer La Plata Area from approximately 15,400 in 2010 to approximately
33,600.. ' _ .

Projections for the Town are drawn from the Town’s 2009 Comprehensive Plan. These projections were

- prepared prior to the recession that began in 2008 and they anticipated rapid development of the Town’s

development pipeline (Table 1-6). From the vantage point of late 2010 and the continued slow demand

* for new housing, these projections appear unlikely to be realized. However, for consistency purposes it

was decided that the CPRMP should use the same projections as the Comprehensive Plan. If the
projections are not realized, this will not invalidate the Plan’s recommendations, and the only material
effect on them would be to push the implementation time frame out further into the future.

Projections for the Outer La Plata Area were developed for the CPRMP. The main driver for the
population increase here is the anticipated future development of the village of Wooded Glen, the part of

St, Charles to the north east of La Plata.
Table 1-7 Population Project_iohs

: 2010 2020 2030
Town of La Plata 10,000 20,884 25,000
Quter La Plata Area 5,384 7,040 8,636
Total Town and Outer La Plata Area 15,384 ) 27,924 33,636

Sources: Town of La Plata - Town of La Plata Comprehensive Plan; Outer La Plata Area-ERM.

2 Based on approximately 5.400 total housing units in Town and the Outer La Plata Area (Maryland PropertyView). Outer La

Plata is the area outside Town within the map border of Map 1.

1-14




Chapter 2 Needs Assessment

The needs assessment is an important part of the CPRMP providing the basis for the Plan’s
recommendations in Chapter 3. The needs assessment incorporated a broad range of inputs, both

'quantitative and qualitative. This type of assessment, sometimes called triangulation, ensures that all

perspectives are considered in a balanced way.

To ensure that tﬁe Plan included a broad perspective, the process included analyses of supply, demand,

- and need for PROS in the Town including consideration of the Outer La Plata Area, benchmarking

against other towns, and a public input process that included meetings and surveys.

2.1 PROS Land Needs

The amount of PROS land needed to satisfy the existing and future demand is an important question for
the CPRMP to ensure that as the town grows it provides adequate PROS to meet the needs of future
residents. Guidelines exist to help communities determine how much land they will need, but ultimately
the decision rests with the community. Some communities will wish to have relatively more PROS,
others will feel they need relatively less. Economics is a consideration; more PROS may mean less
taxable land and more maintenance and upkeep costs. Ultimately the decision comes down to values;
how green, in terms of PROS, does a community wish to be? ’

A starting point is the State of Maryland which has a longstanding goal for couﬁties of 30 acres of PROS

* per 1,000 population. Counties, of course, are expected to provide a wider variety of PROS than towns

including regional parks and agricultural and natural resource preservation. Municipalities, being more
urban, generally have lower acreage goals. The City of Rockville, for example, has a goal of 18 acres per
1,000 population. Towns surveyed as part of the CPRMP benchmarking process ranged widely in terms
of how PROS acreage they provide from a low of seven acres per 1,000 population to a high of 34 acres

per 1,000 (La Plata and Elkton). ‘ :

What then is an appropriate future goal for the Town of La Plata? To move towards an answer to this
question the Town’s current and future resources can be reviewed from different perspectives (see Table

2-1).
Table 2-1 Acreage goal analysis

Town of La Plata Acres of PROS per 1,000 Population
' 2010 | 2020 | 2030
1. All PROS 34 28 24
2. All parks and recreation sites (Town and Non-Town owned) 20 22| . 18
3. Town-owned PROS 14 19 16
4, Town-owned parks and recreation sites 9 10 9
5. Goal of 20 acres/1000 of Town PROS . 200 418 500
Additional Need : 61 279 361
6. Goal of 30 acres/1000 of Town PROS 300 627 750
Additional Need : 161 488 611

Source: Table 1-2.

Note: Rows 1, 2 and 3 assume the addition of approximately 250 acres of PROS by 2020; Heritage Green 220 acres and _
Stagecoach 31 acres. Row 4 assumes the addition of approximately 125 acres of parks and recreation sites by 2020 (half of 250).




« Table 2-1 (row 1) shows that counting all PROS in the Town?, by 2030 there will be 24 acres of
PROS per 1,000 population. The number goes down from the 34 acres per 1,000 in 2010 because
while the Town will add approximately 250 acres of PROS by 2020 (see table note) demand for

PROS will increase due to the growing population (25,000 in 2030).

e Table2-1 (row 2) shows that counting ‘ohly the parks and recreation sites, that is excluding natural
resource areas such as Clark Run (to which there is currently very little access), there will- be 18 acres
per 1,000 population in 2030. , ' :

e Table 2-1 (row 3) shows that counting only Town-owned PROS, that is excluding the 202 acres’
owned by Charles County Public Schools, there will be 16 acres per 1,000 population in 2030.

e« Table2-1 (row 4) shows that counting only Town-owned parks and recreation sites, there will be nine
acres per thousand in 2030. ‘ '

Table 2-1 row 5 shows that were the Town to adopt a goal of 20 acres per 1,000 population of Town
. owned PROS (parks and recreation sites and natural resource areas), there would be a current need of 61

acres to meet the goal and a 2030 need of 361 acres.

Table 2-1 row 6 shows that were the Town to adopt a goal of 30 acres per 1,000 population of Town
owned PROS (parks and recreation sites and natural resource areas), there would be a current need of 161
acres to meet the goal and a 2030 need of 611 acres. Note that these need numbers exclude land that
could be dedicated to the Town in developments such as Heritage Green, so if 250 acres were dedicated '
per Table 2-1, the additional 2030 need would be reduced to 361 acres.

Based on the discussion above, this CPRMP recommends the Town adopt a goal of providing 20 acres
per 1,000 population of Town owned PROS (parks and recreation sites and natural resource areas), of
which at least half (10 acres per 1,000) should be parks and recreation sites. This goal is quite aggressive
but is also achievable. It will put the Town in the upper end of towns with respect to their recreation
acreage goals, and will be consistent with a vision of a town that is, overall, relatively low density and

green.

3 344 acres of which the Town provides 142 acres, with the remaining 202 acres owned by Charles County Public
Schools (Table 1-1).




2.2 Facilities Needs

The CPRMP included a supply versus demand needs analysis to evaluate the number of facilities needed
to satisfy the existing and future demand for 16 types of recreational facilities and activities. The analysis
used three time frames: current (2010), mid-range (2020), and long-range (2030). Two analyses were

conducted; one for facilities within the Town, and one that included facilities both in the Town and in the
Outer La Plata Area (OLPA), since these facilities are accessible to Town residents and help meet
demand.

The supply comprised existing facilities in the Town’s PROS inventory including facilities in public
schools in the Town that are available for public recreation (Table 1-2). Daily carrying capacity and
season length data for each facility/activity were defined by ERM based on past studies.

Demand was derived from the population projections and from recreation participation rates among the
general population for different activities®. Detailed tables showing the results for the supply, demand,
and needs analyses are provided in Appendix A. The electronic version of the supply and demand tables
(available from the Town) includes explanatory comments indicating and explaining where changes were
made to baseline demand, season length or daily carrying capacity data.

Table 2-2 summarizes the results of the supply versus demand analysis. It lists the supply of existing
facilities and shows the calculated facilities surplus or deficit for 2010, 2020 and 2030.°

La Plata High School outdoor pool
is the only pool in Town open to the
general public. The supply versus
-demand analysis shows strong
demand for swimming.

4 Participation rates were initially derived from Donald F. Norris and Royce Hanson, Participation in Local Park
and Recreation Activities in Maryland A Survey of Households in Maryland and Seven Sub-State Regions,
Maryland Institute for Policy Analysis and Research, 2003. ERM modified some participation rates based on
Jocal knowledge and experience to better represent the actual/expected participation in these activities in the

Town.
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Table 2-2-

Summary of PROS Facilities Needs

Note: A bositive demand number (without parenthesis) indicates a facility surplus. A number in parenthesis indicates a
facility deficit. For example, 2030 demand in the Town shows a deficit of three indoor basketball courts.

Activity - Facility Type Fl?:élslt:;gs Facilities Surplus or (Deficit)
) (1 2010 (2) | 2020 (3) | 2030 (4)
Baseball/ Softball Diamonds 12 71 3 1-
Basketball (indoor) Courts 4 1 (2) (3)
Basketball (outdoor) Courts 9 7 5 4
Dog Activities / dog park (off-leash) Acres 0 (0.3) (1) (1)
Field Sports (soccer, multi-use) Multi-Purpose fields 10 6 2 0
Field Sports (football) Football fields 1 1 0 0
Golf Courses 0 (0.3) (1) (1)
Indoor sports/fitness Gyms/Fitness Rooms 4 0.5 (3) (5)
Playgrounds/ Tot-Lots Playgrounds 15 13 |. 12 11
Picnic Pavilions Shelters 4 2 (1.1) (2)
Skateboarding Skateboard Courts 0 (1) (1.6) (2)
Swimming Pools (outdoor) Pools 1 0.34. (0.37) (0.6)
Swimming Pools (indoor) Pools 0 (0.2) (0.4) (0.4)
Tennis , : Courts 9 7 6 5
Trails: hike, bike, natur Trail miles 1.8 (3) (8) 10)| . -
Volleyball (outdoor) Courts © 0.5 (0) (1) 1)

Summary Needs - Town of La Plata and Outer La Plata Area

%1 3 o .
Activity Facility Type 113:::1::; Facilities Suxfplus or (Deficit)
W 2010 (2) | 2020 (3) | 2030 (4)
Baseball/ Softball Diamonds 29 22 17 15
Basketball (indoor) Courts 5 1] - (3) (&)
Basketball (outdoor) ) Courts 9 6 4 2
Dog Activities / dog park (off-leash) Acres 3t 3 2 2
Field Sports (soccer, multi-use) Multi-Purpose fields 25 19 14 12
Field Sports (football) Football fields -3 2 2 2
Golf Courses 2 2 1 1
Indoor sports/fitness Gyms/Fitness Rooms 5 O (5 (7)
Playgrounds/ Tot-Lots Playgrounds 18 16 14 13
Picnic Pavilions Shelters 9 5 2 1
Skateboarding .|Skateboard Courts 1 (0) (1) 2)
Swimming Pools (outdoor) Pools 1 (0.0) O )
Swimming Pools (indoor) Pools 1 0.2 (0.4) (0.7)
Tennis Courts 23 21 19 © 18
Trails: hike, bike, nature Trail miles 5.3 (2) (DI . (10)
Volleyball (outdoor) " |Courts 1.5 1 (0) (0)

(1) Town of La Plata PROS Inventory.

(2) Needs Report Column 4. (3) Needs Report Column 7. (4) Needs Report Column 10.

Notes in the electronic version of the spreadsheets explain the assumptions behind the numbers in each report.

¢




A sample calculation for indoor basketball is as follows: Four courts in 2010 provide.a total supply of
25,600 annual play occasions (based on 160 day season and daily court capacity of 40 players; 160x40x4).
Demand in 2010 was 18,417 play occasions based on participation rate of 10.5% (survey derived) of the
town’s population and an annual participation frequency of 17.54 occasions (10,000x0.105x17.54). Supply-
minus demand divided by annual carrying capacity per court gives the 2010 surplus of 1.12: (25,600~

18,417)/6,400. 4
'In summary the results show the following:
High future demand Basketball indoor (by 2030 3 courts in Town, 5 courts in Town plus OLPA)

Sports fitness indoor (by 2030 5 rooms in Town, 7 rooms in Town plus OLPA) |

Skateboard courts (by 2030 2 courts in Town)

Swimming pools (by 2030 0.6 outdoorAp-ools in Town plus 0.4 indoor pools; in
Town plus OLPA 1 outdoor pool, 0.7 indoor pools). '

Trails (by 2030 10 miles in Town and in Town plus OLPA)
Moderate future demand Dog parks (by 2030 one acre in Town, 2 acres in Town plus OLPA) '

. Volleyball outdoor (by 2030 zero court demand in Town and in Town plus
OLPA)

Picnic pavilions (by 2030 2 shelters in Town) -

Little future demand Basketball outdoor (by 2030 4 courts surplus in Town)
Field sports (by 2030 zero field demand in Town, surplus in Town plus OLPA)

Golf (by 2030 one course surplus in Town plus OLPA):
Playgrounds/tot lots (by 2030 11 playgrounds surplus in Town)
Tennis (by 2030 5 court surplus in Town) '

The results are incorporated into the recommended PROS development program in Chapter 3.

Above left, dog park at Turkey Hill Park. Right golf course at White Plains Regional Park. The
sus demand analysis shows moderate demand for a dog park but low demand for golf.

supply ver
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2.3 Recreation Surveys

Two surveys are relevant to the CPRMP, a 2009 Town of La Plata National Citizen Survéy"’, coﬁducted
independent of the CPRMP, and a recreation survey conducted in 2010 especially for the CPRMP. -

2.3.1 2009 National Citizen Survey™ _ ,

The 2009 National Citizen Survey™ was a scientific town-wide mail survey and asked questions across a
very broad range of matters including overall community quality, community design, transportation,
health and wellness, civic engagement, as well as parks and recreation. 1,200 households, randomly
selected, received the survey, and 409 households completed it, providing a response rate of 35%, which
is within the response rates genérally obtained on local government resident surveys. One interesting
element of the 2009 National Citizen Survey™ is that it benchmarks the Town on each response against
other comparable communities nationwide. '
Recreation opportunities in the Town of La Plata were rated moderately and services related to parks and
recreation were rated somewhat positively. Town parks and recreation centers or facilities were rated

similar to the benchmark. Recreation opportunities received the lowest rating. Given the relatively
modest level of development of PROS in the Town, these findings are probably not surprising:

e  41% of respondents ranked recreational opportunities as good. 9% ranked them as excellent.
e 58% of respondents ranked ease of walking in La Plata as either.fair or poor..

-« 71% of respondents raniced ease of bicycle travel as either fair or poor.

e 67% of respondents ranked availability of paths and walking trails as either fair or poor.

»  81% of respondents had visited a neighborhood park or Town park at least once in the prior 12
months.

«  48Y% of respondents had not participated in a recreation program or activity in the prior 12 months.

Survey participants were asked the following policy question relevant to PROS: to what extent do you
support or oppose La Plata developing a downtown square to enhance opportunities for community
events and resident-oriented downtown business? 42% strongly supported this and 45% supported this

somewhat.

2.3.2 Recreation Survey

The CPRMP recreation survey was conducted during the summer of 2010. The survey was conducted
over the internet and respondents to the survey were self selected. The survey was, therefore, not a
scientific survey like the 2009 National Citizen Survey™, but the results of the survey are interesting and
provide useful input into the CPRMP. .

The survey was hosted by SurveyMonkey an online survey firm (SurveyMonkey.com). The survey.
opened in June 2010 and remained open till August 27", The survey was advertised in Town Notes, the
Town newsletter, which is mailed to every home and business in Town. In addition a link to survey was
on the Town’s website home page for the duration of the survey. The following section describes the key
findings from the survey. The actual questionnaire and a more detailed summary of the results are in

Appendix B.

Respondents

90 persons responded to the survey. 67 respondents (78% of the total) were town residents. Of thesé,
62% had lived in the Town for 10 or fewer years. 99% of respondents owned their own home; one
respondent only was a renter. 89% were white and 6% were black or African American. 95% of




respondents reported their household income in 2009 at $50,000 or higher. 62% of respondents reported

their household income in 2009 at $100,000 or higher.

The profile of respondenfs is somewhat different from the actual demographics in the Town.” The data in

the preceding paragraph may be compared to Table 1-5.in Chapter (Demographic and Socio-Economic
Data from the 2000 Census).- While the two datasets are not directly comparable, they show that more of

‘ the respondents to the recreation survey were white, they had a higher rate of homeownership, and had

higher household incomes. That said, the responses are valuable,’anld not least because they are the
responses of people who care sufficiently about recreation to complete the survey, and their views should

| - be valued.

Results ‘
Questions 1 and 2. 77% of respondents had visited a Town park in the prior 12 months. The most visited
parks were Wills Park and Town Hall Park, followed by Tilghman Lake and Silver Linden.

! Questions 3 and 4. 87% of respondents had visited a non-Town park in or near the Town in the prior 12
| months. The five most visited parks were, from highest to lowest, Laurel Springs Regional, La Plata

| High School / Matula Elementary School, White Plains Regional, Somers Middle School, and Turkey

| Hill. y : A

: Questions 5 and 6. Respondents were asked to indicate which parks or recreation facilities they thought
§ would be most needed now or in the future and which ones would not be needed. The following were

indicated as needed or not needed now:

Strong need . No need
.+ Community/recreation center = Ballfields
« Playgrounds, tot lots ~ » Dog park
« Swimming indoor » Fitness/weight room
+ Swimming outdoor , -+ Golf course
» Walking/biking trails - Parking . )

. Skateboarding

Walking path along Redwood Lake.
The CPRMP envisions an
interconnected townwide trail
system (see Chapter 3)




Comments

~ The survey input is generally consistent with the facilities needs analysis (Section 2.2 above).

The “strong need” identified for a community/recreation center is somewhat contradicted by the “no-
need” identified for a fitness/weight room. Community/recreation centers frequently contain
fitness/weight rooms. While 38% of respondents identified no need for.a fitness/weight room, 28%
identified “strong need”. The presence of private gyms in Town may have influenced these results.

The “strong need” identified for playgrounds, tot lots is somewhat contradicted by the little future demand
identified in the facilities needs analysis. This may reflect the current locations of playgrounds/ tot lots in
relation to neighborhoods or their perceived lack of quality (see open end response comments in

Appendix B). - : ' '

39% of respondents identified “no need” for skateboarding. This is inconsistent the facilities needs
analysis (Section 2.2 above) and may reflect that nearly all respondents to the survey were adults.

51% of respondents identified “no need” for golf This is consistent with the facilities-néeds analysis and
is noteworthy in light of the golf course contemplated as part of the Heritage Green development.

Many respondents provided additional comments fo this questi'on, (see Appendix B).

Questions 7 and 8. Respondents generally (30% to 40%) rated programs provided by Charles County or
by volunteer/non-profit recreation associations as good. Many respondents providedvadditional’comments .

to this question (see Appendix B).

Questioﬁs 9 -11. 82% of respondents reported feeling safe when using parks and recreation facilities in
the Town. The 2009 National Citizen Survey™ also asked about safety and La Plata ranked generally
above the benchmarks on this measure. Nevertheless, this is a number the Town should try to increase.
Many respondents provided additional comments to this question (see Appendix B), and several -
respondents recommended more lighting.

Questions 12 and 13. 61% of respondents supported the future creation of a Town recreation
department. 33% wanted more information. Many respondents provided additional comments to this

question (see Appendix B).

Questions 14 and 15. 80% of respondents agreed that availability of recreation classes, parks and
facilities was important to their satisfaction with living in La Plata. 25% agreed that they were not
familiar with the parks, facilities, and recreation programs available in La Plata. 75% felt that additional
parks were needed in La Plata. 62% said they would pay reasonable user fees to maintain/improve parks
and recreation areas in La Plata (note that the term “reasonable” was not defined).

2.4 Benchmarking

Since La Plata is transitioning from a smaller to a larger town with additional responsibilities and
resident/business expectations, the Town felt it would be valuable to hear firsthand other towns’
experience in starting and managing a Recreation and Parks department. The Town convened a half-day
round-table focus group meeting to which representatives from towns similar in size to what La Plata will
be were invited. The following towns were invited: Elkton, Wicomico County (Salisbury), Takoma Park,
Hyattsville, Aberdeen, Easton, Greenbelt, Laurel, and Westminster.

The meeting, held on July 26, 2010 comprised an open discussion of how these towns are responding to

' current challenges, what innovations their departments are using, how they are responding to fiscal and

other constraints, and what standards or benchmarks they use. .
The meeting was valuable and yielded a number of insights for the CPRMP:

1. Budgets are tight and facilities need to be self-supporting to the greatest extent possible. It has
become harder to support subsides for recreation programs. Recreation departments must not be seen

as a drain on the tax base.




2. Towns want departments but must find models of working cooperatively with counties. A dedicated
department gives more control and staff that are fully responsible and dedicated to the Town’s

recreation assets. . , .
3, Towns are generally too small to provide “special facilities” such as civic centers; these are provided

by or in coordination with counties.

4. Cooperation and coordination with outside organizations and entities must be the name of the game

going forward.

5, Having a clear vision is vital. A program that the public can be excited about and rally around should

have short, medium and long-range options for implementation.”

A summary of the meeting is in Appendix C.

2.5

Conclusions’

Based on the needs assessment the following cdnclu_sions may be drawn. These form the basis for the
recommendations in Chapter 3. '

-

R J

o

1. The Town has the potential for an excellent parks and recreation system:

There are a lot of PROS in the Town, especially counting both Town and non-Town PROS

There is development interest in the Town; the four large developments (Agricopia, Heritage
Green, Steeplechase, and Stagecoach) can make a significant contribution to the Town’s future

PROS needs.

Tilghman Lake Park is a beautiful, underutilized site with unusual potential to be a very special
space for the community. :

The Town has shown its interest and commitment to an excellent parks. and recreation system by
i) adopting robust dedication and reservation of park land requirements including a high fee-in-

lieu requirement and, ii) commissioning this Parks and Recreation Master Plan. The Town is
planning proactively before major development overwhelmingly commits the Town.

Charles County and Charles County Public Schools PROS in and near the Town, such as Laurel
Springs Park, supplement Town owned PROS.

Survey data show that residents value recreation opportunities as important to their satisfaction
with living in La Plata and believe that additional parks are. needed.

A larger parks system means higher capital, operating and maintenance costs which may be offset by

growth. This CPRMP gives the Town a tool to understand the budgetary and fiscal consequences of a
larger system (see discussion in Chapter 3).

3, The Town’s existing parks do not constitute a true system of “public” parks.

"s  There are only two community parks, Tilghman Lake and Town Hall Park. Tilghman Lake has

limited-accessibility and is largely undeveloped’. Town Hall Park has proven popular as a public
gathering place, but is small and has few facilities.

Wills Memorial Park was “the” town park when La Plata was a small town. With the Town’s
geographic expansion, it is an important neighborhood park but is not well located to serve a
community-wide role.

The other neighborhood parks (Silver Linden, Redwood Lake and Agricopia) are on the east side
of Town. There are no neighborhood parks west of US 301 or west of Clark Run north of MD 6.

5 Though the Town plans to add parking and restrooms in 2011.
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10.

Carroll La Plata Park and Phoenix Run Parks I and II are mini parks, but play an important role in
serving the Town’s denser, lower income neighborhoods.

The Town lacks land near the center of Town that can serve as a large community park for existing
and future residents. '

Town spending on parks is relatively low. In FY 201 1,‘thé operating budget for recreation was

approximately $195,000 or three percent of the Town’s total operating budget. The Town has been
quite successful in obtaining grants for park upgrades, but grant funds are insufficient to meet all

capital needs. '

Somers recreation center, is an asset to the Town, but the Town does not own or rhanage it, so it does’
not contribute as much to Town life as it could if it were a Town facility.

" The Town’s dedication and reservation of park land requirements have been applied somewhat

inconsistently:

»  Agricopia Park is a well-located park that will be an asset to the Town as a whole as well as to the

Agricopia community.

e Silver Linden Park was dedicated to the Town through the developmenf process but it essentially
serves residents of the subdivision. It does not feel like a public patk, though it is Town-
maintained and few non-residents have been observed using it.

»  Steeplechase is providing open space for residents, but it will be private. As such Steeplechase

has not contributed to the Town’s “public” parks and recreation system.

+ Dedication and reservation requirements have not always been carefully evaluated to ensure they

equate in value to the fee-in-lieu paid by developments that do not dedicate or reserve PROS.

The major PROS needs are:
-+  Community parks + Community recreation center
» Indoor basketball » Indoor sports fitness
- Skateboard courts -+ Trails; walking, biking
»  Swimming pool, indoor and outdoor . Playgrounds, tot Jots in select locations

The Town needs to work cooperatively with Charles County to deliver PROS facilities and services.
The Town should provide the facilities and services the Town is best suited to provide, leaving other
services to be provided by the County. The Town is not suited to provide, manage and schedule field
complexes for baseball/softball, soccer, football or lacrosse. - :

Town Hall Park-located
adjacent to Town Hall. The
park has proven popular as a
public gathering place, but is
too small to serve as a multi-
 functional community park.
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Chapter 3 Recommendations

This chapter contains the recommendations for parks, recreation and open space (PROS) for the Town of
La Plata. ' - '

3.1 Vision, objectives ” _ ,

This CPRMP proposes the following vision for Town of La Plata’s Parks and Recreation system:

An interconnected system of high quality, public parks and open spaces linked to neighborhoods and

the downtown by continuous pedestrian and bicycle connections *

Objectives
1. Create strategically located, community and neighborhood parks.

2. Meet identified facilities needs especially for indoor recreation and sports fitness, walking and
swimming. ‘ '

3. Meet the full range of recreational needs of Town residents including the young, the elderly, and the
disabled. '

4. Ensure that new development in Town provides on-site recreation and open space, but also
contributes its fair share to the public PROS system. :

5 Create a natural resource area/ greenway along Clark Run as a spine through the heart of Town.

6. Attend to the Town’s existing parks as well as develop new parks.

7. Work cooperatively with Charles County to deliver PROS facilities and services. Provide the
facilities and services the Town is best suited to provide.

8. Ensure that the recommended PROS system is one the Town can afford to build, manage and
maintain. :

The physical components of the vision are shown on Map 4, summarized in Table 3-1, and described in

more detail in the following sections.

3.2  Recommended PROS program

3.2.1 New Parks /Recreation Arveas

a. Community Park 1

Community Park 1 would be on the east side US 301, north of MD 6. It is envisioned as a 20 to 25 acre
town-owned park that would serve as a neighborhood park for residents/employees of Heritage Green as
well as a community park for the town as a whole, meeting the need for a large park near La Plata’s
geographic center. The tentative location shown on Map 4 is in the southern portion of Heritage Green, -
off Heritage-Green Parkway. The current approved Heritage Green Development Plan does not show a
park in this location. As part of a redesign of the Development Plan an alternative location could be-
proposed, but it is important that this park be close to MD 6 where it will be readily accessible from all

parts of Town by car, bicycle or on foot.

Community Park 1 is envisioned as an active multi-use park with an open grass area suitable for outdoor
events, fairs or festivals, picnic pavilions, a playground, parking, and special uses such as an outdoor
skate spot. The park should have trail/sidewalk links to the townwide walking/biking trail system
including the Clark Run greenway (see below) and Kent Avenue so that the park can help serve the
underserved area between Heritage Green and Washington Avenue that currently lacks a neighborhood

park.
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The tentative location shown on Map 4 is in Heritage Green Development Plan Area 1D, east of the
elementary school site. Ifthis location is selected (which would require relocation of a few townhouse
Jots on the current Development Plan) there could be synergies between the school site and the park.

Community Park 1 is also envisioned as the location for a community recreation center as identified in the
needs assessment. The size and scale details of this center are yet to be determined but preliminarily it
might contain: a medium/large gymnasium (large enough for 2-3 basketball/volleyball courts); indoor ~
fitness rooms/studios (for meetings, yoga, dance); meeting rooms; a lounge; an arts studio space (e.g. for
pottery ). See Chart 1 for a discussion of community recreation centers. '

Community Park 1 is also envisioned as the location .an indoor/outdoor pool as identified in the needs
assessment. As with the community recreation center the size and scale details of this pool are yet to be
determined. It could be apool that would be open air in the summer and covered with a bubble for winter
use. There is a pool like this in Great Mills in St. Mary’s County. It could be like the aquatics center that
opened in 2010 in Prince Frederick that has a retractable roof.

The Edward Hall Aquaﬁc Center in Prince Frederick
opened in 2010,

Skate park at White Plains Regional Park. There are no -
other skate parks in or near La Plata, and the CPRMP
recommiends one to two skate spot in Town,
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Table 3-1 PROS Improvement Plan Summary .
PROS Type Location Acres | Key elements Develop-
' ment time
frame

wiRatk/Recreatio

o
<

trail system

15 miles -80,600 linear
feet).

a Community Fast side US 301, | Heritage Green, south Active town park close to the center Pre 2020
Park 1 north of MD 6 central area. of town to serve residents/employees
Potential desirable of Heritage Green as well as the town
location: Development as a whole.
Plan Area 1D, on Potential location for community
Heritage Green recreation center. '
Parkway across from
elementary schoal site. ' :
b Community Town Center Northern terminus of 2t03 | Downtown Park to serve the town as | Pre 2020 |
Park 2 La Grange Avenue a whole including downtown
extended ' businesses. Urban square/plaza for
community events with
‘fountain/water feature; (a spray
ground?) ; covered structure
(pergola);
c Neighborhood | West side US Ideal location would 10to 15 | Town park to serve existing and Pre 2020
Park 1 301, on or close be close to MD 6. future residents west of US 301.
to Quailwood Other potential
Parkway Jocations: north parcel
of Steeplechase, or in
. Stagecoach. :
d Neighborhood | Eastside US 301, | Potential desirable - 20to 30 | Town park to serve 2020 to
Park 2 north of MD 6, location: residents/émployees of Heritage 2030
near Rosewick Development Plan Green
Road Area 2D, Rosewick Possible future fields
Road at Heritage
Green Parkway
e Natural Clark Run Rosewick Road south +/- 100 | Natural, wooded area serving as a By 2030
Resource Area/ to existing Clark Run north-south spine through the town.
Greenway natural area Possible natural surface trail.
f Townwide Townwide On-road and off-road Walking/biking Ongoing
walking/biking : trails (approximately : _

it

1h Tilghman Lake

Park

g Wills Park St. Mary's ’ ‘Upgrade, redevelop to 1mj3rove use, By 2020 _
Avenue functionality as neighborhood park, ?
with potentially some community-
‘wide functions
Box Elder Road Upgrade for community-wide use By 2030

with focus on passive, natural
resource based activities

Town center

Town center

Pocket parks/open spaces to enhancé

pocket parks . downtown . . }
j | Community West side US 301 | Hawthorne Rd (MD 30-40 | Potential future community park west | Post 2030
Park 3 225). Existing La side US 301, in collaboration with
Plata Park (private) Charles County. (opportunity site) -

Help meet future regional demand for
fields, active recreation

k Courthouse
Soccer Field

Maintain




Chart 1 Community Recreation Centers

The CPRMP found strong need and support for a community recreation center in La Plata. Commounities
around the country continue to develop community centers as a focus for community life. Research
conducted for the CPRMP found that capital development costs for centers vary very widely (from $2 to
$3 million up to $18 million) depending on size and features. Operating cost recovery from users also
varies but is an important consideration in determining affordability. - To make a La Plata center
‘affordable the Town will likely need to form partnerships with Charles County and business and non-

profit organizations (see plan affordability discussion, Section 3.3).

Left: Community Recreation Center and . Right: Community Recreation Center,
Library, Glenwood (Howard County) Truxtun Park, Annapolis




b. Community Park 2

Community Park 2 is envisioned as a 1.5 to three-acre, downtown park
to serve the town as a whole including downtown businesses.  The
tentative location is the northern terminus of La Grange Avenue
extended, a site identified in the Town’s 2001 Plan for the Future of
Downtown La Plata. This CPRMP envisions the park as, in part, an
urban square/plaza for community events and gatherings. Since La

" Plata is the County seat, some of these events could have a countywide
function. ,
The park might include features such as a plaza, a fountain/water
feature, shaded/covered areas, a band shell, and cultural elements.
During the CPRMP planning process- several people suggested
building a children’s spray ground in La Plata, and this downtown park
could be great location for this. If an area as large as three acres could
be obtained, the park could include lawn or wooded areas. It may also
be possible to site a relocated La Plata library with the park, which
would offer great synergy (see photo of the City of Rockville on this ' :
page. v Popfdar‘spray ground.at Nicolet Park in

Lexington Park. During the CPRMP process

In 2009 42% of Town of La Plata National Citizen Survey™ survey some plan participants expressed strong support
participants strongly supported La Plata developing a downtown for a spray ground in La Plata.
square (see above Section 2.3). ‘ 4

C. Neighborhood Park 1

The redevelopment of Rockville's Town Center in 2004
" created a popular new, central, and multi-use location for
residents, workers and visitors. Rockville library in
background . )
Neighborhood Park 1 would be a town park on the west side US 301 to serve the needs of current and
future residents on that side of Town. A specific location has not been identified. The current need is for
_residents north of MD 6, but future development will be largely south of MD 6 (Steeplechase and
Stagecoach). The ideal location would be where it could serve the whole west side, on or close to
Quailwood Parkway (and the town-wide walking/biking trail system) and close to MD 6 (possibly as part |

of Phase II of Steeplechase). -

The park is envisioned asa 10 to 15 acre ‘neighborhood park similar in function to Wills Memorial Park.
The focus would be passive with an open field/lawn area, playground, picnic areas/pavilions, and possibly
a community building. Special features might include a fitness course or a multi-generational

playground. '




d. Neighborhood Park 2

Neighborhood Park 2 would be on the east side of US 301, north of MD 6, near Rosewick Road. Itis
intended as a Town neighborhood park, similar in function and facilities to Wills Park and Neighborhood
Park 1, to serve residents/employees of Heritage Green, especially towards its northern end. A potential
desirable location is off Heritage Green Parkway in Heritage Green Development Plan Area 1D close to
the Clark Run Greenway. This location is also close to existing lakes near the railroad tracks that could
be connected to the park for water-oriented recreation. The Heritage Green Development Plan shows a
golf driving range in this vicinity. Even if the Heritage Green golf course is not developed, a driving
range might be retained as an adjunct facility to the park.

Heritage Green is currently expected to.develop from south to north. Therefore, Neighborhood Park 2 is
not expected to be needed until the out years of this CPRMP, after 2020. It is envisioned as a 20 to 30
' acre park, larger than the other neighborhood parks. This additional acreage would provide additional
potential area for ball fields or multi-purpose fields, if demand for these increases above that envisioned

in this CPRMP.

As the population ages, multi-generational playgrounds are
being developed. These pictures are from the Britain's first
playground for the over-60s which opened in 2008 in
Manchester. A similar park opened in Berlin, inspired by
fitness parks in Beijing. :

e. Clark Run Natural Resource Area Greenway

Clark Run flows from just north of Rosewick Road south through the entire town before turning east
towards Zekiah Swamp Run. The Town owns an approximately 42-acre portion-of the Clark Run
" floodplain and adjoining environmentally sensitive areas on the south side of Town.

This CPRMP envisions the entire length of Clark Run through the Town as a Town-owned natural -
area/greenway, a wooded north-south spine through the town. It would be managed primarily to conserve
open space and environmentally sensitive areas of Clark Run, the only active recreation being a possible
north-south natural surface trail, and one or two hard-surface east-west crossings to complete portions of
the Townwide walking/biking trail system. These crossings might need to be elevated to protect
environmentally sensitive areas. A natural trail along Clark Run would complement the on-road trail

envisioned to be built along Heritage Green Parkway.
ia Town-wide walking/biking trail system

This CPRMP recommends a Town-wide walking/biking trail system, as shown on Map 4. The system
responds to the needs assessment which indicates a strong need/desire for safe places to walk and bike.
The recommended system builds on the existing and planned pedestrian and bicycle system map in the
Town’s 2009 Transportation Plan, but also includes connections to the parks and open space system
described in this CPRMP. Recreational trail components of the system are shown on Map 4. The map
from the Transportation Plan is presented as Map 5% The two maps need to be read together.

Key additions to the Transportation Plan’s pedestrian and bicycle system map in this CPRMP are:

6 Note that this map was revised in 2010.




Trail between Agricopia Park, the Clark Run greenway, and Heritage Green.

Trail (soft, natural surface) along Clark Run. Connections to Heritage Green, Commumty Park 1 and
Neighborhood Park 2.

Trail between Redwood Lake, through Clark Run Natural Area to East Patuxent Dnve (thence to
Mitchell Elementary /Somers Middle, and Wills Park.

Map 5 Existing and Planned Pedestrian and Bicycle Syste)n
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The townwide system is envisioned as a combination of mostly on-road trails and sidewalks, plus some
off-road trails. Some segments of the system already exist such as the trails along Rosewick Road and
through Laurel Springs and Tilghman Lake parks, and sidewalks in portions of the town center. Map 4
includes approximately 15 miles (80,600 linear feet) of new trails that combined would create a system
connecting La Plata’s neighborhoods — east and west of US 301 with the Town center and all the major -
proposed parks. Sidewalks rather than trails are proposed in the town center, except perhaps the natural
trail along Clark Run. Unfortunately there are no good options for safe, east-west, pedestrian-bicycle
crossings of US 301. An elevated or tunnel crossing is theoretically possible but the level of use would
likely not justify the cost. This CPRMP recommends that crossings be at the signals at Rosewick Road
and at MD 6, as well as at Old Stagecoach Road, and that over time, as trail system use increases, the
crossings be made more visible to traffic on US 301 by.means such as signage, lights, and pavement

treatment (such as color or rumble strips).

The CPRMP envisions that portions of the system would be built as part of developer recreation
opportunities requirements. Others would be built by the Town using fees-in-lieu or other capital or grant
funds. ' : ,

Walking/biking trail around Tilghman Lake Hiker-biker trail along RosewickRoad and St.
Park. The CPRMP envisions an interconnected Charles Parkway.on the novth side of Town.

townwide trail system.

3.2.2 Existing Parks/Recreation Areas }

~ While much of the focus of this CPRMP is on new PROS to serve the Town’s future growth areas,
continued attention to and investment in existing PROS is very important so that they continue to
contribute to their neighborhoods and to Town life. '

g. . Wills Memorial Park ‘

Wills Memorial Park is currently the most developed park in town. The Town completed some minor |
upgrades in 2010 including resurfacing the tennis and basketball courts, and a new volleyball court and
play equipment, but the park needs a major upgrade. It is envisioned to remain a neighborhood park, but
could potentially have some community-wide functions.

As part of the CPRMP a “concept” redevelopment plan was prepared for Wills Park, see Figure 1. The
plan is a concept intended to show potentials, stimulate ideas and discussion, and get order of magnitude
_costs. Before a specific plan is adopted as a basis for construction it should be reviewed and discussed
with the local community and revised as appropriate. It is unlikely that all ideas in the concept would be

'incorporated into the final plan.
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The following ideas are incorporated into the concept:

. Creation of a central, more functional entrance ~ * Upgraded, expanded community buildiﬁg.
road and parking area

» Conversion of existing practice ball field into a
“great lawn” suitable for informal play, as well
as neighborhood events and picnics

* Five picnic pavilions

é

+ Retention of woods on west side. Trails

« Dog park
through the woods.

-+  Amphitheater for performance events. . s Retention of existing basketball court,
volleyball courts and play equipment

To assist in discussions with the community, Appendix D contains a detailed cost estimate for the Wills
Park concept plan. The total cost estimate is approximately $2.5 million. This is on its face 2 high figure,
but note that it includes a 30% contingency, and, as noted above, the concept contains features that might
_ not be incorporated into a final plan. One final cost observation, fee-in-lieu funds from new development
could not be used for Wills Park except for any portions of the upgrade that could be clearly demonstrated

to be serving new growth.

h. Tilghman Lake Park

As.noted in Chapters 1 and 2, Tilghman Lake Park is a large, beautiful site with unusual potential to be a
very special space for the community. During the CPRMP process it was described on several occasions
as a “hidden jewel”. The Town plans to install bathroom facilities and parking in 2011.

Tilghman Lake Park is envisioned to be a natural-resource oriented community park focusing on its forest
assets and seven-acre lake. :
A master plan should be developed for the park addressing the following matters:

e  Access from the surrounding neighborhoods — automobile and pedestrian/bicycle
o Development areas, preservation areas. A

e Use of the lake

e Programs, management and security and safety

Right: View of the lake at Tilghman Lake Park.
Above existing picnic pavilion.
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Other Existing Town Parks

Other existing town parks will need routine maintenance, management and upgrades to keep them fresh, and
interesting, novel, and attractive to users and to their neighborhoods. To stay relevant, PROS have to adapt to
changing needs or people stop using them. Recommendations for specific parks are as follows:

»  Carroll La Plata Village, Phoenix Run Parks I and II, and Hemlock Court serve the Town’s denser
neighborhoods and need continued care and attention, over and above what might be expected given their
small size. - Wherever possible work with the local neighborhood so that residents have a sense of '
ownership and pride in these parks and their contribution to neighborhood life.

+ Redwood Lake is quite heavily used. The lakeside path currently runs along one side only of the lake. This
CPRMP recommends investigating the potential to extend the pathway, perhaps around the entire lake, with

property owner agreement.

- Patuxent Court, a mini park serving an older
neighborhood. Such parks will need continued
care and attention, over and above what might be
expected given their small size.

'3.2.3  Other PROS

Three other specific PROS merit discussion.
i Town center mini parks

The town has three small public parks in the center of Town: Train Station, Star Memorial Garden, and Town
Hall Park. In addition town center has spaces such as the one on Céntennial Street (pictured below) that are .
private but quasi-public in function. These spaces provide special functions and enhance the town center. As

town center continues to grow and develop the Town should take opportunities to add such spaces.

Private, quasi-public, mini park on Centennial
- Street ‘ -
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J La Plata Park v

La Plata Park is the 32-acre privately-owned tract of land on Hawthorne Road containing two baseball fields.
The property owner may be interested in developing the site. However, were the property .to become available
in the future, it could be a valuable future site for active recreation, ball fields/ field sports. The CPRMP needs
analysis does not indicate need for additional fields before 2030. (see Table 2-2), which is why this CPRMP
does not identify the need for fields. However, sports league directors and county representatives indicated in
interviews that they do see demand for fields increasing from teams from other parts of Charles County and also
from lacrosse which is growing in popularity. ‘ .

As noted above, the Town is not suited to provide and manage large numbers of sports fields. The County
provides this service effectively. That said, if demand does increase above that projected in the CPRMP, La
Plata Park could be a true, strategically located opportunity site that the Town and/or County might acquire to
meet future regional demand for active recreation.. An active park, located on the west side of US 301 it would
help counterbalance the active recreation sites that are located on the east side of US 301. :

The site could possibly serve as the west side of US 301 neighborhood park recommended above in Section
3.2.1, though a neighborhood park and an-active sports park have different needs, and ideally are separate.

k. Courthouse Soccer Field

Courthouse Soccer Field is a two-acre school recreation park on the Charles County government office complex
maintained by Charles County Parks and Recreation. This CPRMP incorporates the recommendations of the
2001 Plan for the Future of Downtown La Plata that the site remain as an open space gateway to downtown,
possibly incorporating additional uses as the Town’s and County’s needs change and evolve over time.

3.2.4 Department of Recreation and Parks.

As La Plata grows it should consider creating its own Department of Recreation and Parks. A dedicated
department would give more control to the'town and trained staff that would be fully responsible and dedicated
to the Town’s recreation assets. Department staff could also develop and organize recreation programs for
residents. Currently all programs are provided by Charles County or private organizations. Research conducted
for the CPRMP found that all towns in Maryland with populations greater than 14,000 had a recreation

department, even if small.

Approximately 60% of respondents to CPRMP recreation survey the supported the future creation of a Town
recreation department. 33% of respondents wanted more information before being able to answer the question.
Many respondents provided additional, thoughtful comments to this question addressing the costs and benefits
(see Appendix B). ' _ .

The fiscal mode] developed for the CPRMP (see Section 3.3) inchided, for the affordability asseésment, the
creation of a town recreation department beginning in 2014 with one staff member and growing to five staff in
2030. ,

There are alternative models for the town to consider. As noted in Section 2.4 (Benchmarking) budgets today
are tight and recreation departments must not be seen as a drain on the tax base. Towns may want departments
but must find models of working cooperatively with counties. Salisbury MD isa particularly interesting model
with its parks and facilities being jointly managed by Wicomico County (see Appendix C). ‘
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3.3 Plan Affordability

. A larger, improved parks system will bring multiple benefits, but will also mean higher capital, operating and

_ maintenance costs. It is very important to understand the fiscal consequences of a larger system so that the
CPRMP makes recommendations that are realistic and will be affordable to the Town. Therefore, as part of the
CPRMP, a customized, spreadsheet-based fiscal model was developed for the Town.

3.3.1 Fiscal model

The following summarizes the highlights of the analysis and the model. Appendix E contains a more detailed
description in the form of a powerpoint presentation. The model considered: ;

« - Capital investments in land and infrastructure

*  Available revenue sources to fund capital investments .

»  Annual operating expenses resulting from the parks plan, and

- Av‘ailable‘ revenue sources to fund operating expenses

The analysis took the following steps: ‘

1. Identify current “baseline” parks operations (annual capital and operating expenses and annual revenues).
2. Estimate capital and operating costs associated with a range of parks system plans.

Three PROS system plans (scenarios) were developed — referred to as small, medium and large. The parks
described in Table 3-1 formed the basis for all three plans. The differences between the three plans
involved the acreages of the parks and the size and scale of the facilities at each park. The capital costs
were $17.7 million for the small, $21.6 million for the medium, and $36 million for the large system.
Capital and operating costs are summarized in Table 3.

Develop estimated capital and operating revenues associated with each park system.
4. Create a financial model to:
«  Forecast capital investments and operating costs over a 40 year planning period (2011 — 2050).
» Evaluate the ability of existing revenues to fund the range of parks plans.
. identifif and evaluate the required additional revenues to fund any “funding zg-rap”.

All models incorporate assumptions that try to reflect future conditions as realistically as possible. The key
assumptions in the La Plata model involve: '

. The year each park would be constructed.
e Park capital and operating costs.
»  Available revenues for capital investments ~ e,speciallvy from'dedications or fees-in-lieu,

»  Share of capital costs that can be attributed to meeti';;g needs from new growth versus eXisting needs.
This-affects the use of dedications or fees-in-lieu (impact fees).

. Revenues for operating expenses including taxes and user fees.

e Pace and timing of development, which affects capital and operating revenues.

_ The assumptions in the model can be adjusted so that the Town can use the model as a tool on an ongoing
' basis. '

Figure 2 shows the results of the model runs in three rows of two char‘ts; the small system is modeled on the top
row, the medium system in the middle and the large system on the bottom. The capital costs analyses are on the
left, and operating costs are on the right. Note that the scales vary from chart to chart.
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On the capital side the blue bars indicate the years when capital costs would be spent. The red line shows capital
revenues from dedications or fees. The green bars show the year by year capital cash balance.

On the opefating side, the blue line shows year by year expenses and the red line shows revenues. The blue
bars show the hypothetical increase in the property tax rate that would be needed to fund the gap between

expenses and revenues.

3.3.2 Results and Conclusions

1. On the capital side the model shows Town could afford to build the small,'medium or large park systems. .
This is shown by the green bars in positive territory in all three cumulative capital cash balance charts. The
cash balance is lower in the larger parks system because that system is more costly. The balances fluctuate

"over time as major capital expenses (blue bars) are made.

These capital side cash balance conclusions are based on a key assumption.in the model that new housing
units would contribute recreation opportunities of or equivalent to the current fee-in-lieu of $7,500.

2. The cash balances in the small and medium parks systems are large (over $15 million). This indicates that
the recreation opportunities or fees provided by new housing units are significantly greater than required by
the small or medium parks systems. If the Town opted for the small or medium parks system, the recreation
opportunities or fee requirements should be lowered to more accurately reflect the true cost of the system
(so that new housing units do not make contributions for which they receive no benefit).

3. The current fee-in-lieu of $7,500 is appropriate for the large parks system, indicated by the relatively low
capital cash balance in the out years (approximately $4 milliqn). However, operating costs would be high

(see # 6 below). ) .

4. The capital projects or portions of projects that benefit existing residents (such as Wills Park and Tilghman
Lake Park) are funded with operating revenues. The fee-in-lieu can only be used to fund projects serving
growth. in the Town. For modeling purposes it was assumed that these projects would be funded with debt
(20 year debt at 5% interest rate) which would be retired over the life of the debt using operating revenues.
The repayment of the debt is reflected in the blue line on Figure 2 operating expenses. '

5. On the operating side all three parks systems have funding gaps that would require increased revenues. -
This is shown on the operating expenses versus operating revenues charts by the gap between the blue line
and the red line. The blue line incorporates property tax revenues from new growth. While revenues could
come from a range of sources, to illustrate the scale of the gap the model translates the entire gap into
increases to the property tax rate as shown in the blue bars. The necessary increases would range from 3 to
4 cents for the small or medium parks system to 10 to 12 cents for the large parks system (the current . .

property tax rate is 32 cents per $100 of assessed value).

6. The result that all three parks systems have operating funding gaps that would require increased revenues:
shows that the Town’s current spending on parks is relatively low. :

7. The operating funding gap for the large parks system is significant (10 to 12 cents on the tax rate, or 30%)
and not affordable to Town residents. Much of the operating gap difference between the small/medium
parks systems and the large system is due to the higher cost community recreation center annual operating
cost of ($3.2 million versus $0.43 million). ‘These costs could potentially be reduced through means such as
cost sharing, partnerships, and higher cost recovery through user fees. :
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Table 3-2

Capital and Operating Cost Summary

Capital Cost by Size

Medium Large ’

Project
Neighborhood. Park 1 100% 0% $2,300,000 '$2,600,000 "$3,000,000 -
Neighborhood Park 2 100% 0% $1,600,000 $1,800,000 $2,600,000
Community Park 1 100% 0% $1,300,000 $1,600,000 $2,000,000
Community Recreation 70% 30% $5,800,000 $5,800,000 $18,700,000
Center )
Swimming Pool 70% 30% $725,000 $3,000,000 $3,000,000
Community Park 2 70% 30% $1,700,000 $2,000,000 $2,500,000
Townwide walking / 70% 30% $1,200,000° | $1,200,000 |  $1,200,000
biking system
Wills Park Upgrade 0% 100% $900,000 $1,400,000 $1,400,000
Tilghman Upgrade 50% 50% - $2,200,000 _ $2,200,000 $2,200,000
Total $17,725,000 | $21,600,000 | $36,000,000

Medium
IstY:

Project SE::;EE:Q Rez(::::;ry* 0?5:;:5; Re(c:t;):;ry* J%;\éii; Recégs:ery :
Neighborhood Park 1 | $90,000 2% $113000 | 2% $135,000 2%
Neighborhood Park 2 | $30,000 2% $37,000 2% | $45,000 2%
Communtty Park 1 $50,000 2% $67,000 2% $84,000 .| 2%
Community Recreation | 430,000 | 40% | $430,000 | 40% | $3200000 |  40%
Swimming Pool $226,000 80% $339,000 80% .| $339,000 80%
“Community Park 2 * $8,000 25% $9,800 25% $12,000 25%
gﬁ(‘i’;’g‘g’;‘;ﬁeﬁa‘kmg / $9,000 0% $9,000 0% $9,000 0%
Wilis Park Upgrade $63,000 2% $79,000 2% $95000 | 2%
Tilghman Upgrade $49,000 2% $49,000 2% . $48,000 2%
Parks Department $56,000 0% $56,000 0% §56,000 0%
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Figure 2 Fiscal Model Results

Capiteﬂ Cash Flow Analysis - Small Parks System Operating Cash Flow Analysis - Small Parks System
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3.3.3 Plan Implications

L.
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The current fee-in-lieu is set at a level that supports the large park system however the resulting operating
costs associated with this size system would require significant increases in the Town’s property tax rate.
The increases that would be required are not affordable for Townresidents. As a result, for general '
planning purposes, the Town should pursue the medium parks system.

The Town should restructure its recreation opportunities fee requirements (Town Code § 173-11) based on
the medium parks system. This will mean reducing the recreation opportunity or fee equivalent
requirement. Examining the recreation opportunity or fee equivalent requirement for the-medium park
system over the planning horizori (40 years) would result in an average fee of approximately $4,500. The
charts below show the fiscal model results of a $4,500 fee and a medium parks system. It should be noted
that the $4,500 fee is based on a 40 year projection period which is well beyond the planning Horizon that

- should be used to. calculate an impact fee for implementation. This point is discussed-in further detail in

item 3 below.

The Town should consider restructuring its recreation opportunities fee requirements as an impact fee.-
Under an impact fee system a set fee would be established for new housing units. However, new
development would be allowed to meet the fee by providing PROS, in the form of land or facilities
equivalent in value to the impact fee. The PROS provided would have to.be consistent with this CPRMP

as implemented through capital improvements plan.

1
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3. The Town must comply with Maryland law when evaluating and calculating the fee. Maryland law requires
that the facilities that are included in the calculation of the fee be made available to those paying the fee
within a reasonable amount of time (5 to 10 years). The facilities included in the fee should be included in

a formal capital improvements plan. The fee should be calculated based on the number of equivalent

residential units that will be served by the new park. _

It is quite possible, indeed likely, that the fee will need to be adjusted up or down periodically over time in
response to changes in growth and in the timing of delivery of parks in the capital improvements plan.
Thus the figure of $4,500 cited above should be read as a guide, not as an absolute number that would be
adopted and not change. ' o

The Town should not abandon as totally unaffordable the more expensive elements of the larger parks
system (community and neighborhood park elements, recreation center, pool).” These are the elements that
- will distinguish La Plata as having a high quality parks system. On a case by case basis these elements may
be affordable through cost sharing, partnerships, or higher cost recovery through user fees.

The community recreation center is the most significant case in point. The costliest single item in the plan,
it is unaffordable were the Town to “go it alone”. However, in partnership with Charles County and other
private and public entities, and with careful operating cost structuring it could be affordable. :

The Town should carefully monitor the need for increased operating revenues for PROS. Tax increases are
difficult to contemplate, especially in the current (2010) fiscal climate. However, the current level of -
spending (1.76 cents of the 32 cents tax rate, or 5.6 percent) will be insufficient to operate the PROS system

the Town desires.
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3.4

Action Plan

and 'idgntiﬁes}key lead and support bodies.

Other groups will be important in plan implementation including the Beautification Commission, Desi gn
Review Board La Plata Community Garden Club and business, neighborhood and community organizations.

This section of the Plan summarizes the key action items necessary to implement the Plan recommendations,

Recommendation

Town Counicil

Planning
Commission

Parks &
Recreation
Commission

Staff

Use the recommended PROS program as described in Section 3.2 and

shown on Map 4 as the vision and policy guide for the Town’s future
PROS system. o
The recommended program (new parks, upgraded parks, open space,
trails, existing parks, recreation department) should be used in the

following:

-+ Discussions, negotiations with new development
«  Capital improvement program projects ~
-+ Town operating budget

»  Grant, financial assistance applications

+ Discussions, negotiations with property owners, Charles County,

neighborhood and community organizations, other interest
groups.
Experience shows that a champion will be needed to push for
implementation of the vision including gaining public support. This
CPRMP recommends that the Parks and Recreation Commission take

-on this role.

The CPRMP and comments from the public contain a number of
design recommendations such as the need for shade, lighting, and

safety and security. These should-be incorporated into the designs for ,

new and upgraded PROS.

Support

Support

Lead

Co-Lead

When approving new development, consider both i) the public PROS
system needs and ii) the recreation and.open space needs internal and
private to the development. Meeting the public PROS system needs
should be the first priority. = -~ :

| Co-

Lead:

Lead

Co-Lead

Reduce the recreation opportunity or fee equivalent Tequirement to a
level that is supported by the actual planned parks system
improvements over the next 5 to 10 years included in a formal capital
improvements plan. Consider calling the fee an “impact fee”.
Evaluate the fee-on an annual basis considering revisions to capital
plans and Town growth. ‘

Lead

Support

Use the needs analysis (Table 2-2) and associated discussion when
considering the recreation opportunities to be provided in new
development under the Town’s development regulations.

‘| Lead

Support

Support
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neighborhoods.
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5. Work with the major developments in Town (Heritage Green, Lead Support | Support | Co-Lead
'Agricopia, Steeplechase, and Stagecoach) to acquire land for the . :
community and neighborhood parks and trallq identified in the -
recommended PROS program.
Land should be in the general locations shown on Map 4 and
described in Section 3.2, though adjustments may be necessary based
on further study.
6. Explore options for a community recreation center. This is one of the Lead Co-Lead
CPRMP’s key recommendations. There are many decision points
including scale, affordability, and partners, (see section 3.2.1 and
Chart 1). ’
| 7. Acquire land for a-Town center park. Work with the Town’s Vision Support | Support | Lead . Co-Lead .
Implementation Team (reestablished in 2009) to flesh out the concept - '
for this park (described above as Community Park 2).
8. Develop a master plan for Tilghman Lake Park. As described.in this Support | Lead Co-Lead
CPRMP, this park is a hidden jewel. A master plan should be
developed for the park addressing access, development areas,
preservation areas, use of the lake, programs, management and
security and safety. )
9. Develop a plan for Wills Park based on the concept in Figure 1. Support | Support | Lead Co-Lead
10. Continue to pay attention to mini-parks serving the Town’s older Support Lead Co-Lead
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Appeﬁdix A . Recreational Facilities Needs Analysis Tables
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‘Appendix A Recreational Facilities Needs Analysis Tables (PROS Inventory, Summary, Supply,

Demand, Needs) _ .
The following three tables show the detailed calculations for the supply versus demand needs analysis.

The first table is the Summary of Needs Report with the results of the analysis for 16 PROS activities.
This table is derived from the Needs Report. The top section contains the results for the Town and the
bottom section gives the results for the Town plus the Outer La Plata Recreation Area. -

The first table is the Supply Report for 16 activities. Numbers of facilities are from the recreation
inventory. Daily carrying capacity and season length data for each facility/activity were defined by ERM
based on past studies including the Charles County LPPRP. The electronic version of the supply and
demand tables (available from the Town) includes explanatory comments indicating and explaining where

changes were made to season length daily carrying capacity or demand.

The second table is the Demand Report for 2010, 2020, and 2030. Populatlon prOJectlons for the Town
were from the Comprehensive Plan. Projections for the Outer La Plata Area were by ERM. Individual
participation rates and frequency of participation rates were from Participation in Local Park and
Recreation Activities in Maryland A Survey of Households in Maryland and Seven Sub-State Regions by
Donald F. Norris of the Maryland Institute for Policy Analysis and Research and Royce Hanson of the
Center for Urban Environmental Research and Education University of Maryland, Baltimore County in
2003. This survey included responses from 400 households in each of the seven regions of Maryland.
For the Town of La Plata, in some instances the demand numbers from the survey were raised or lowered
to better represent the actual participation in these activities in the Town. See electronic version of the
supply and demand tables (available from the Town) for explanatory comments.

The third table is the Needs Report based on the numbers in the previous tables.




Supply Repor(- La Plata
' 1 2. 3 4 5 G
. Number of | Season | Daily Carrying| _ Annual Total Supply
Activity Facility type Facilities 2010| Length | Capacity per Carrying |of all Facllities
' (1) 2) Facility (2) | Capacity (3) (4)
Baseball/ Softbal! Diamonds 12 150 45 6.750 77.625
Basketball (indoor) Courts 4 160 40 6.400 25.600
Basketball (outdoor) Courts 9 235 40 9.400 84.600
Dog Activities / dog park (ofl-leash) Acres 0 335 400 134,000 -
Field Sports (soccer, multi-use) Muili-Purposc fields 10 200 28 5.600 56.000
Field Sports (foolball) Football fields 1 180 120 21.600 21.600
Golf Courses 0 220 - 360 79.200 -

. {Indoor sports/fitness . Gyms/Fitness Rooms 4 220 100 22.000 88.000
Playgrounds/ Tot-Lots Playgrounds 15 270 64 17.280 259.200
Picnic Pavilions Shelters 4 180 40 7,200 28.800
Skateboarding Skateboard Courts 1] 180 70 12,600 -
Swimming Pools {outdoor) Pools ! 80 1.000 80.000 80,000
Swimming Pools (indoor) Pools 0 335 900 301.500 . -
Tennis Courts 9 220 18 3.960 35.640
Trails: hike. bike. nature Trail miles 1.8 300 128 38.400 69.120
Volleyball (outdoor) Courts 0.5 180 64 11.520 5.760
Supply Report- La Plata and Outer La Plata Area

1 2 3 4 5 6
Number of | Season | Daily Carrying | Annual Total Supply
Activity Facility type Facilities 2010/ Length | Capacity per ‘Carrying | of all Facilities
(1) 2) - Facility (2) | Capacity (3) “)

Baseball/ Softball Diamonds 29 150 45 6.750 192.375
Basketball {indoor) Courts 5 160 40]. - 6.400 32.000
Basketball (outdoor) Courts 9 235 40 9.400 84.600
Doy Activities / dog park (off-leash) Acres 3 335 400 134.000 402.000
Field Sports (soccer. multi-use) Muhi-Purpose fields 25 200 28 5.600 140.000
Field Sports (football)’ Football fields 3 180 120 21.600 64.800
Golf’ Courses 2 220 360 79.200 158.400
indoor sports/fimess Gyms/Fitness Rooms 5 220 100 22.000 110.000
Playgrounds/ Tot-Lots Playprounds 18 270 64 17.280 311.040
Picnic Pavilions Shelters 9 180 40 7.200 64.800
Skateboarding . Skateboard Courts 1 180 70 12.600 12.600

" |Swimming Pools (outdoor) Pools 1 80 1.000 80.000 80.000
Swimming Pools (indoor) Pools )| 299 340 101.660 101.660
Tennis Courts 23 220 18 3.960 91.080
Trails: hike, bike. nature Trail miles 5.3 300 128 38.400 203.520
Volieyball (outdoor) Courts 1.5 180 64 11.520 17.280
(1) From Recreation inventory

(2) Defined by the Town based on past expérience and exemples from other towns/counties (especially Charles County) Notes in the electronic version of
the spreadsheet explain the assumption for each capacity. Note: Carrying capacity means the.number of users the facility can support in a day.

(3) Annual Capacity derived by multiplying Columns 3 and 4.

(4) Total supply (derived by multiplying Columns 2 and 5) represents the total number of occasions/users per year that a facilty can serve.




Demand Report La Piata

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
Individual Frequency of .
Activity Po;fl.?l]a(:ion Participation Parficipétion 2010 Demand Po].)zl(l)lzz'x(:ion 2020 Demand Po;fli (:ion 2030 Demand
Rate (%) (2) Rate (2) .
Baseball/ Softball 10,000 0.141 19.4 27,354 20,884 57,126 25,000 68,385
Basketball (indoor) -10,000 0.105 17.54 18,417 20,884 38,462 25,000 46,043
Basketball (outdoor) 10,000 0.105 17.54 18,417 20,884 38,462 25,000 46,043
Dog Activities / dog park (off- .
leash) 10,000 0.160 25.76 41,216 20,884 86,075 25,000 103,040
Field Sports (soccer, multi- )
use) 10,000 0.101 21.74 21,957 20,884 45,856 25,000 54,894 |
Field Sports (football) *10,000 0.046 15.56 7,158 20,884 14,948 25,000 17,894
Golf 10,000 0.136 17 22,535 20,884 47,063 25,000 56,338 |
Indoor sports/fitness 10,000 0.29 27 77,082 20,884 160,978 25,000( 192,705
Playgrounds/ Tot-Lots 10,000 0.388 7.12 27,626 20,884 57,693 25,000 69,064 |
Picnic Pavilions 10,000 0.385 4.54 17,479 20,884 36,503 25,000 43,698
Skateboarding 10,000 0.04 24 9,468 20,884 19,773 25,000 23,670
Swimming Pools (outdoor) 10,000 0.457 11.48 52,464 20,884 109,565 25,0000 . -~ 131,159 |.
Swimming Pools (indoor) 10,000 0.457 11.48 52,464 20,884 109,565 25,000 131,159
Tennis 10,000 0.070 8.89) 6,223 20,884 12,996 25,000 15,558
Trails: hike, bike, nature 10,000 0.788 22.08 173,990 20,884 363,362 25,000 434,976
Volleyball (outdoor) 10,000 '0.038 16.3 6194 20,884 12,936 25,000 15,485
La Plata and Outer La Plata Area
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
Individual Frequency of .
Activity Po;?lla(:ion Participation | Participation |2010-Demand Popzl.?li(;ion 2020 Demand Po;?lsa gion 2030 Demand
Rate (%) (2) Rate (2)

Baseball/ Softball 15,384 0.141 19.4 42,082 27,924 76.384 33,636 92.009
Basketball (indoor) 15,384 0.105 17.54 28,333 27,924 51,428 '33,636 61,948
Basketball (outdoor) 15,384 0.105 17.54 28,333 27,924 - 51,428 33,636 61,948
Dog Activities / dog park (off- ‘ N -
leash) 15,384 0.160 25.76] = 63,408 27,924 115,093 33,636 138,635
Field Sports (soccer, multi- : )

‘luse) 15,384 0.101 21.74 33,780 27.924 61,315 33,636 73,857
Field Sports (football) 15,384 0.046 15.56 11,011 27,924 19,987 33,636 24,076
Golf 15,384 -0.136 17 . 34,669 217,924 62,928 33,636§ - 75,800
Indoor sports/fitness 15,384 0.29 27 118,585 27,924 215,246 33,636 259,275
Playgrounds/ Tot-Lots 15,384 0.388] - 7.12 42,500 27,924 77,143 33,636 92,922
Picnic Pavilions 15,384 0.385 4.54 26,390 27,924 48,809 33.636 58,793
Skateboarding 15,384 0.04 24 14,566 27,924 26,439 33,636 31,847

. |Swimming Pools (outdoor) 15,384 0.457 11.48 80,712 27,924 146,501 33,636 176,468
Swimming Pools (indoor) 15,384 0.457 11.48 80,712 27,924 146,501 33,636 176,468
Tennis 15,384 0.070 8.89| 9,574 27,924 17,377 33,636 20932 |
Trails: hike, bike, nature 15,384/ 0.788 22.08 267,672 27,924 485,856 33,636 . 585,239
Volleyball (outdoor) - 15,384 0.038 16.3 9,529 27,924) - 17,296 33,636 20,834

(1) "Participation in Local Park and Recreation Activities in Maryland; A Survey. of Households in Maryland and.Seven Sub-State Regions", Maryland Institut
for Policy Analysis and Research, May 2003. Key tables provided below in this spreadsheet.

Note: - Demand for 2010 (Column 4) is derived by multiplying Columns 1, 2 and 3. Demand for 2020, 2030 and Buildout is derived by multiplying
respectively Columns 5, 7 and 9 by Columns 2 and 3. .




Needs Report La Plata
1 2 3 4 S 6 7 8 9 10 .
2020
Annual 20010 ; 2030
. - ’ 2010 2010 202¢ 2020 Unmet| Unmet| 2030 | 2030 Unmet
Activity Facllity type Supply gz;‘;‘f{‘f Demand N[’i::ln:;) Demand | Demand (2) N(;e)d Delflan(l Demand (t.t) N‘i::':;)

Baseball/ Softball Diamonds 77.625 6.750 27.354 70 57.126 20.499 3| 68.385 9,240 |
Basketball (indoor) Courts 25.600 6.400 15.417 } 38.462 (12.862) (2)] 46,043 (20.443) (3)
Basketball (outdoor) Courts 84.600 9.400 18.417 7 38.462 46.138 5 46.043 38.558 4
Dog Activities / dog park (ofl- :
leash) Acres - 134.000 41216 (0.3)]  86.075 (86.075) (1)} 103.040 (103.040) (1)

Multi-Purpose :
Field Sports (soccer, multi-use) _{fields 56.000 5.600 21957 6 45.856 10.144 3 54.894 1,107 0
Field Sports (football) Football fields 21.600 21.600 7.158 | 14.948 6.652 0 17.894. 3.706 0
Golf Courses - 79.200 22.535 (0.3)] 47.063 (47.063) (1)]  56.338 (56.338) (1)

: Gyms/Fitess

Indoor sports/fimess Rooms 88.000 22,000 77.082 0.5 160.978. (72.978) (3)] 192.705 (104.705) (5)
Playgrounds/ Tot-Lots - {Playgrounds 259.200 17.280 27.626 13 57.693 201,507 12 69.064 190.136 11
Picnic Pavilions Shelters 28.800 7.200 17.479 2 36.503 (2.703) (1)] 43.698" (14.898) (2)

Skateboard
Skateboarding Courts - 12.600 9.468 ([ 19773 (19.773) (2)]  23.670 (23.670) (2)
Swimming Pools (outdoor) Pools 80.000 80.000 52464 0| 109.565 (29.565) (0)] 131.15% (51.159) (1)
Swimming Pools (indoor) - Pools - 301.500 52.464 (0.2)] 109.565 (109.565)| (0.4)] 131.159 (131,159) -(0.4)
Tennis Courts 35.640 3.960 6.223 7 12.996 22.644 6 15.558 20.083 5

| Trails: hike, bike, nature Trail miles 69.120 38.400 173.990 (3)] 363.362 (294.242) (8)| 434.976 (365.856) (10)
Volleyball (outdoor) Courts 5.760 11,520 6.194 (0)] 12936 (7.176)]  (0.6) 15.485 (9.725) (0.8)
Needs Report La Plata and Quter La Plata Area - B
. 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 .9 10
2020
Annual 20010 2030
Activity Facillty type St(:)lp(:\' Carrying Dezr(:xlatixd Unmef Dezr(:izaond 303.23.'5"3; U;:S t Dzﬁond g):xg:::?:; Unruet
¥ | Capacity Need (1) @) Need (5)

Baseball/ Softball Diamonids 192.375 6.750 42,082 221 76.384 115.991 17 92.009 100.366 15
Basketball (indoor) Courts 32.000 6.400 28.333 1 51428 (19.428) (3) 61.948 (29.948) (5)
Basketball {outdoor) Courts 84.600 9.400 28.333 6 51428 33,172 4 61.948 22.652 2
Dog Adctivities / dog park (off-
leash) Acres 402.000 | 134.000 63.408 - 25| 115.093 286.907. 2] 138.635 263.365 2

Multi-Purpose : ) .
Field Sports (soccer, mitlti-use) _|fields 140.000 5.600 33.780 19 61.315 78.685 14 73.857 66.143 12
Field Sports {football) Football fields 64.800 21.600 11,011 2 19.987 44.813 2 24.076 40.724 2
Golf Courses 158.400 79.200° 34.669 1.6 62.928 95.472 ] 75800 82.600 ]

) Gyms/Fitness - .
Indoor sports/fimess Rooms 110,000 22,000 118.585 (0.4)] 215.246 (105.246) (5)| 259.275 (149.275) (7N
Playgrounds/ Tot-Lots Playgrounds 311.040 17.280 42,500 16 77,143 233.897 14 92.922 218.118 13
Picnic Pavilions Shelters 64.800 7.200 26.890 | 5 48.809-. -15.99] 2 58.793 6.007 1
: Skateboard .
Skateboarding Courts 12,600 12.600 14.566 (0). 26439 (13.839) (1)] 31847 (19.247) (2)
Swimming Pools (outdoor) Pools 80.000 80.000 80.712 (0){ 146.501 (66.501) (1) 176468 {96.468) (1)
Swimming Pools (indoor) . Pools 101.660 | 101.660 80.712 0.2 | 146.501 (44.841)[  (0.4) 176.468 (74.808) 0.7)
Tennis Courts 91.080 3.960 9.574 21 17.371 73.703 19 20932 70.148 18
. | Trails: hike. bike, nature Trail miles 203.520 38400 | 267672 (2)| 485.856 (282.336) (7] 585239 (381.719) (10)

Volleyball (outdoor) Courts 17.280 |- 11.520 9.529 1 17.296 (16) (0)]  20.834 . (3.554) (0.3)
(1) 2010 Unmet Need derived by subtracting Column 3 from Column | and dividing by Column 2, Parenthesis indicates a facility/activity deficit A number without
parenthesis indicates a facility surplus (e.g.. 2010 unmet need indicates an 7 baseball/softball diamond surplus and a 0.3 acre dog park deficit.
(2) 2020 Unmet Demand derived by subtracting Column 5 from Column 1. ’

(3) 2020 Unmet Need derived from subtracting Column  from Columnn | and dividing by Column 2.
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The Town of La Plata would like to know your views and opinions about existing and future recreation in the Town. This
survey will be important input into the Town's Comprehensive Parks and Recreation Master Pian (CPRMP) that is
intended to guide the Town as it moves from its existing parks and recreation system to the desured parks system of La
.Plata’s future that can be a major contrlbutor to the Town's quality of life.

1. Did you or any other members of your household visit a Town of La Plata owned park
or open space area inthe past 12 months?

O Yes

O No’

2 If yes which park or open:space area did you visit and approxnmately how many
times? :

Y
N
N
.

[4)]
(¢)]
Lo o]

Carroll La Plata Village
Clarks Run Natural Area
‘Hemlock Court

Patuxent Court Mini;Park
‘Phoenix Run-Park

Redwood Lake

/

:Silver Linden:Park
Tilghman Lake Park
Town Hall Park

Wills Memorial Park

0000000000

OOOOOOOO00!

OO000000000:
OOO0O00O00

3. Did you or any other members of your household visit a school park in the Town, ora

park/open space area near the Town in the pasti2 months’?

O ves
Ow




| Town of La Plata Recreation Survey-Summer 2010

4.1f yes which park or open space area did you visit and approximately how many

times?

-
N
N
[$)]
o
[o-]

Courthouse Soccer Field

Gwynn Educational Center

La Plata High-School /
‘Matula Elementary.School

Somers Middle Schoo!

iMitchell Elementary

:School

College of Southern

Maryland

Laurel.Springs Regional

Park

Turkey Hill-Park (Turkey Hill

Rd) )
" “WhitePlains Regional Park

00 0 O O OO OO0
00 0 0 0 OO OO
00 0 0 0 00 000

00 0 0 O 00 000!

La Plata Park (Hawthorne
Rd)
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5. The Town of La Plata is expected to grow considerably over the next 20 years,
increasing in population from approximately 9,000 to over 20,000 people. What parks or
recreation facilities do you think are most needed now or will be needed in the future?
Please select one (1) option (No need, Moderate Need, or Strong Need) for NOW and

one (1) option for FUTURE.
" Moderate Need No Need inthe Moderate Need in Strong Need in the

N : Strong Need NOW
o Need NOW NOW rong Nee FUTURE the FUTURE FUTURE

]

Amphitheater (outdoor)

[]
]

Arts/cultural facilities

Balifields (baseball,
.softball)

Basketball (outdoor)

Community/recreation
-center

Dog park
‘Facllities for the disabled
" Fitness trail

‘Fitness/weight room

Gardens (gazebos,
plantings, fences/paths)

Golf.course

Handball/racquetball court
(outdéor)

. :Indoor.gymnasium
(basketball, volleyball)
Multi-purpose fields {soccer,
football)

‘Open fields (casual.use, un-
:programmed)
Parking (please note
location under Additional

. Comments)

Pavilions/shelters ~
Picnic areas
‘Playgrounds, fot lots.
Restrooﬁs
Skateboarding .
Swimming (indoor)
“Swimming (outdoor)
Tennis (outdoor)

‘Walking/blking trails

NOO00O0000 O 5 0 0 00 00000 00 000
NOODO0O0000 . 05 0 B 00 00000 00 000
NOOD00O000 O 5 O 0 00 00000 00 O
OOONOO0000 000 0 00 00000 00 00

o e e A W

Volleybali (outdoor)

OO00000000 0000 00 00000 00 000




7. Today most recreational programming (sports leagues, classes) in and near La Plata
are provided by Charies County or by volunteer/non-profit recreation associations.

Please rate these programs.
Excellent Good

:Number of-Programs . . O O
' Diversity of Programs O _ ' O
Qﬁalily of«Programé ‘ O O
‘ Cost of Proérams v O . O

8. Additional comments to question7

Don't Know

m
]
=

olelele

O
O
O

9. Do you and members of your household feel safe when using parks and recreatioh

facilities in the Town?

O Yes
O e

10. If no, why not?

I:I Too isolated

D Poor lighting

) |:| Not enough people around

D Suspicious looking people .
|:| Too far to walk from parking area
D Npl well maintained

D Hiding places (bushes, trees, walls, efc.)

D Don't know

11. Additional comments to question 10

[N E
o

| 0000







- ‘needed in La Plata.

12. Most Towns with over 10,000 population have a department that coordinates and
manages parks and recreation services and provides recreation programs. The
alternative would be a continuation of current practice where recreati'on is provided by a
mix of Town, County, and volunteer departments and assocuatlons Would you support
the future creation ofa Town recreatlon department?

O Don't know / Need more information

13. Additional comments to question 12

14. What could be done encourage you or members of your household to use parks and
recreation facilities in the Town of La Plata more often?

15. For the following statements please indicate how much you agree or disagree with

the statement.
Neither Agree nor
’ Disagree '
The availability of O O jO O Q
- recreation classes, parks . ' ' . X
-and-facilities-is important:to
-my-satisfaction-with:living - .
in La'Plata. . ‘ i
| am not familiar with the O O . O O ' O
parks, facillties, and ‘
recreation programs ‘ ‘
available to me in La
Plata.
|.think.additional parks are

Strongly Disagree ~ Somewhat Disagree Somewhat Agree Strongly Agree

OO

OO
O O
OO

| would -pay reasonable
user fees.to '
maintain/improve parks and
recreation areas in La
Plata. '

NOXO.




1. Do you live in the Town of La Plata?

2. If yes, how many years have you lived inthe Town?

Q Otos yéars
O 6 to 10 years
O 11 to 20 years
O 20+ years
3. How many people are in your household?
I ]
4. What are their ages?
| |

5. Do you rent or own your home?

6. What is your race?
O White/Caucasian

O Black or African American
O Asian or Pacific Islander

O American Indian or Alaskan Native

O Other

7. If other, p'le:ase specify. .

8. What is your age?

Please tell us a little about yourself. The following information is anonymous and will be reported in vgroup form only.




9. What was your household’s total annual income before taxes in. 20097

O less than $25,000
' O $25,000 - $49,999
O $50,000 - $99,999

O $100,000 - $149,999 .

O $150,000+




Town of La Plata Recreation Survey-Summer 2010

1. Did iyouwer,an;ysotherrmembers fofyour‘household Mlsma Town*e‘f La iPIa‘ta
fowned gpa’rsk 0T \opems;pace area fin Lthe 3|sraxst “1;2 *mo*n*thsi? BURCERRS. :

nsweredsquesti

/sklpped&questlon e ek

0:0%:(0) 0.0% 1(0) 0.0%:(0)

Carroll LaPlata Village -

Clarks:Run Natural Area '31:6% (8) - i5,3%:(1) 15:8%.(3) . 19

Hemiock Court 0.0%.(0) 00% (0)

0.0%-(0)

‘Patuxent Court ‘Mini<Park 0.0%:(0) 2
Phoenix Run-Park - - =.o.:}o%v‘.(0) 0:0% (0) . . 2
‘Redwood Lake  “11:1%:(1) 222%.(2)  22.2% (2)

‘Silver Linden Park  .22.2% (4) 0:0% (0) 11:1%-(2) 18
Tilghman Lakfszark ' yiin 27.8% (5) 1 6.7%-(3) . B5.6% (1) h s 48
Town'HallPark  20.7%(6) 27.6% (8) 207%6) 29

6.7% (2)

Wills Memorial Park  40.0% (12)

- wkippediguestion” .. :

1 of 11




the Town, :ora parkiopen space area near the Townin ithe jpast 12 months

#Response’
- iPercent

skippedgiies

-Gwynn:Educational Center

.La'Plata High Schoo! /:Matula
iElementary School

:Somers:Middle School

‘Mitchell‘Elementary ‘School

“Laurel*Springs ‘RegionalPark

“TurkeyHill:Park (Turkey Hill:Rd)

:Courthouse-Soccer:Field .

“College-of Southern:Maryland

White Plains: Regional Park .. i32:

La Plata-Park (Hawthorne Rd) -~ - B0

128:6%:(2) " 10.0%0)

:0.0%:(0) 16.7%:(1) 33:3%:(2)

11:4%.(4) ,20.0% (7) “14:3%:(5)

15:4%: (4)

11:8% (2) 23:5% (4)

'5.9%: (1)

17:6% (3)

[518%.(4) A7 4% (12) 11:6% (8)

26.3%(5) “10.5% (2)

19.4%(6)

37:5% (3) 0.0% (0)

Beg

15:4%(4) -

wkippedsquestion”

C#B* - L

14.3%(1)

30:8% (8)

C161%(5) - 31,

12.5% (1)

20f 11




5. The Town of La iPlata is fexpected‘tg igrowzoons’ldera‘blyzover the*nex’c 220
.,ylears, elnc:rta"als;lng iin gpopulaﬁm‘ ;from ,apprmxmately B,ﬁDO {ca ever 20,%000

i eed %M od e’nate : "'eed.‘

é?FsUTxURE
o iModerate . Stri
NoiNeed :Moderate :Strong No:!Need ’No :r?ne Ntrc;n.g
No# | : ‘Need: “Need:
:lov: Need *Need «inthe th I teh "
§ ] the - . 5 .
NOW NOW  “FUTWRE _ o -~ .™he
AFUTURE {FUTURE:
.29:4% 27.9% “14.7% "16.2%
A ith d : “10.3% (7
mphitheater (outdoor) (20) 19) o (7) 10) 1)
23:1% 29:2% "21:5%
“Arts/cultural facilities 46.2%(4) . N
(15) YA gy (14)
17:9% . 304%  19:6%
" Bdlifields (baseball, scftball 10:7% (6 '
alifields (baseball, :softball (10) 0(6) 7 (1)
- 32:1% :25;0% 26:8% L
B : : 7:1% (4 - 16:1%(9) -
asketball(outdoor) 18) o (4) (14) (15) 6 1%(9)

15.9% . 27:5%

Community/recreation center  10:1%(7) 4.3%:(3)

| (1) +(19)
‘Faciliies forithe disabled 'sst‘yf..(4) 2?13;/ 34% (2) 325;‘)’/ 1?12;7
Fitnesstrall oo 3(122;/" e-e‘.‘al% @ 2?12;/0 _ 2:513‘)%

 27:6% . 207% 19.0% 22:4%

Fitness/weight room .(16) 12y : (1) - (19)

15:5%(9)

Gardens (gazebos, plantings, 23:9% 31:3% 16:4%

‘fences/paths) (16) | : {(21) (1)

16:4% 27.9% 29:5%

104% (7) S er

G P8R 5 8% (6 9.8 Bt
olf coursg e o (6) (10) 47 (18) % (6) . 81
' 352%  222%  185% U age% .
Handball/racquetball court (outdoor 16.7% (9) ¢ - -0 14.8% (8 54 %
q ourt ( ) (19) (12) (10) O 1R *® .
Indoor gymnasium (basketball, 46E% - 241% 27.6% 25.9% N
: 12:1% (7) - < 8.9% (4 58"
volleyball) 2 P 4 @ ey (15) 58
3of 11’ '




Multi-purpose fields (soccer, ~ 26.3% - ;36'.;8,%' 19.3% 10.5% (6) 28:1% 22:8% ':,57?;

football) (15 #21) (1) ~ (18) (13)
e B B Wy 4 mew
o o ke S g B S o o HE
~Pévi|ions/shelters ‘10’.0%'(6) (4:;2::)% 22;;/0 1.7% (¢1) 4(52(;;/0 - 15.0% (.9) 50
‘Picnic.areas 6:6% (4) 0:0% (0) 4?23;% 2212;% B °61

26.9% 26:9%

‘Playgrounds, tot.lots 11:9% (8) 7 3.0% (2) qe) - (18)

‘ - 19:49

Restrooms  -9.7%:(6) 2) 6:5%: (4) | (1.2)5
- 330%  .26:8% A
: i “14.3% (8 ' i8.9% L iBB
Skateboarding % (8) (19) (15) 8 9&(5)} o 56

“17.5% 27.0%

Bwimming (i “14.3% (9 12:7%.(8
Swimming (indoor) 14 %(9) (19) '1 % .(8) ) A7)
19.0% 20.6% 23.8%
Swimmi ' 12.7% (8
Swimming (outdoor) 12 %:(8) (13) (15)

233:3% 22.2%

/9:3%+(5) a8 <(12)

Tennis:(outdoor) 14:8% (8)

. 233% 31.5%

27%@2) (17) +(28)

Walking/biking trails  6:8%:(5)

28.3% :22.6% :30:29 oo
Volleyball (outdoor) _(15)° p 2)" 13.2% (7) ko o) | - B3

‘ Kipped:question . ..

4 of 11




6. Additional.comments itoquestion 5

.,*Response

xCount

3
i3

54"

- iExcellent

Number:of:Programs  “10.0%:(8) 18:8% (15)

‘Diversity-of ‘Programs ‘ “12:5%:(10) 27:5%(22)
Quality-of:Programs  12:5%(10) 18:8% (15)

47:5% (14)

Cost.of-Programs  13:8%:(11)

“ Ii?F?.o:o’r':A
- 3:8%:(3)

' :255.%'-:(,2)'

3:8% (3)

18:8%:(15)

“48:8% (15)

43% (1) 213% (17)

22:5%(18)

5 of 11




0. Do: younandﬁmembers of: wourthousehold: feel fsafe nwhen susmg jparks and
frecreatlon facilitiesin- the Town:?

SRR

"Yes i)

‘Too:isolated

Poor:lighting

‘Not:enough.people around

‘Suspicious:looking:people

“Too far:to walk from:parking-area

‘Not-well:maintained

294% .

Hiding.places (bushes, trees, walls, e
N s . 41.2% ] ST
-etc.) ) N : n

“Don't-know ; : o 5:9%

50f11




11. ;Additional commenits ito sques"tlon 10

nsWened‘;q'i_les:tiqh}‘:i  Lo

. iCount

"Response

17

‘No

‘Don't:know /“Need more
sinformation

T B3E%

BTY%

. 29°

. :skipped question
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14. What :could be idone encourage ot orimembers of yourhousehold to *
suse jparks :andrecreation facilities iinthe Tiown of iLa Plata imore often?

iRespons

 Licount

42

jpleaseiind

. SR T Nelther ot R
Strongly ;Somewhat iSomewhat : .
‘ sAgree:mnor : :

iDisagree E;EDisagr:eev-_ o " .sAgree " sAgree
S . . iDisagree :

iStrongly

The:availability of-Tecreation
:classes, parks:and-facilities.is
‘important-to my-satisfaction:with
:living:in.La:Plata.

©°3.5%(3) 35%.(3) - 12:9%:(11) 32:9% (28)

:J;am not‘familiar.with:the ;parks,
facilities,and recreation.programs  .25:9%.(22)
.available to ‘me-in.La*Plata.

17:6%.(15)  :2122%.(18)  3:5% (3).

‘{ithink :additional :parks.are -needed 4 ;
: 82:1%-(27) -

6:0%:(5 9:5% (8 19:5%.(8)
;in La-Plata. b:(5) b:(8) b-(8)
-| :l-would pay reasonable:user fees:ito -

:maintain/improve parks-and  “17:9%:(15) 2:4%:(2) 17:9%:(15)
:recreation.areas:in LaPlata. '

:22:6%.(19)
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i0:to:5.years

i6:to 10:years
1110:20 years

20+ years
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19. What :are theiriages?

i

*sklppedxques‘tlon

sResponse

sanswerediquestion

‘White/Caucasian

‘Black-or :African American
.Asian-or:Pacific:lslander
American indian or Alaskan Native

Other

10:0% 0

. fkqppedgqugs.ltio}n .
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22. I other, please specify.

; ‘:;"s‘klpp'ed:»;'ddes.'tiqn

23.'Whatiis yourage?

Jess'than $25;000

*$25,000 -:549,889

$50,000 -1599;999

$100,000 -:$149,989

*$150,000+
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Additional comments to question 5 ‘
in the town proper near the bakery, Casey's, shops in that area. More behind offices on Centennial St.. Less parallel parking; near

Christ C hurc i, Tea Room, Voting Office, Bernies. Much more is needed at the Clark Senior Center. :

Strong Need for a Community Center which will offer cultural activities for all ages.

“outdoor volleyball on sand would be great (possibly beside Town Hall. YMCA needed NOW....there's nothing affordable for young
families Sprayground with covered tables for lunch Shade in our current parks would be nice & scattered seating (prefereably.
shaded) Nice...well lit... bike trails (keep safety in mind when thinking location - nothing too remote) Dog parks are a big NO!!
take care of our PEOPLE 1st!!! I cannot stress this enough!!111!! AND, take care of your disabled population as well. they are
not2nd class citizens and should not be treated as an afterthought. . .

Most of the things that ] felt were "NO need.now" I feel that we already have now, like dog park, fields (most at schools),
skateboarding and such. ’ .

Think the town should look into opening a water park. .

Parking around Railroad Tracks so people can walk around town. Recommend-year around indoor pool/fitness/2 racketball courts/2
side by side basketball court, 200 capacity community center with outdoor 1/4 mile running track/trails for outdoor fitness with
work out stations every 300 feet along the track. The town would charge fees for yearly/summer months; discounts for Senior
Citizens/Veterans. The town could expland in the future with multiple outdoor activities tennis courts/picnic areas/dog park from
this idea. The Community Center would turn into FEMA/Emergency. during public officials need place to manage area

emergencies . .
SIDEWALKS on Washington Avenue and all other feeder street to town to include use of bikes and wheelchairs/strollers
Indoor pool like the Edward T. Hall Aquatics Center in Calvert County. Slpash playground or outdoor waterpark, Not happy with La .
Plata getting bigger. Why do builders keep building? Our schools are crowded as it is and they are still building
townhomes/houses/apartments. The schools are getting over crowded. We live in La Plata and my children have to go to school
in Waldorf, Does anyone not see this. We can't keep piling kids up in schools like sardines. I'm upset that Charles County,
Waldorf, and La Plata don't seem to care about the children in this area. All they care about is their money in their pockets.

all over town and the court house .
LMore shade is needed at Laurel Springs playground. The slides and other equipment is too hot. Not only did we have to leave after

15 minutes it is a burn hazard for the kids. )
L More shade is needed at Laurel Springs playground. The slides and other equipment is too hot. Not only did we have to leave after
15 minutes it is a burn hazard for the kids. '
At least a conterminous walking/running path along Rt. 6/Charles Street from neighborhoods that lead into and through town
continuing to Rt. 301 with no breaks is needed badly for numerous reasons, preferably for bikes as well.

1 think we have adequate facilities now. S - -

Would love to see an outdoor community pool (pay for entry/membership) as well as an indoor pool/rec center. Love the PG County
Sportsplex and have heard about a neat center in Prince Frederick. Have also traveled to some other indoor facilities through my
children's sports that have indoor soccer fields, basketball courts, mulitpurpose fields, etc for indoor used during the winter, All
paid entry. Think one would be great for this area.

There is no parking except street parking at Redwood Lake and very little at Silver Linden

In Town. If the town will double, then parking will become quite difficult.

Will's Memeorial Park can use more parking

Addition of Radio control car track

courthouse area parking, SIDEWALKS on Washington!!

Charles County is very short of youth softball fields & youth baseball fields that have 50 foot pitching & 70 foot bases (those fields
can be converted to 46/60 too). 50/70 is growing very fast. Charles County Youth League (CCYL) doesn't have enough & Little
League is likely going to them very soon & we don't have enough of those fields. I strongly suggest turning Bensville Park Field -
#1 into a 50/70 field & allow youth leagues to use it (not just a community field)! Also, lacrosse just started 2 years ago & is
growing extremely fast. Next spring it will be a SMAC sanctioned high schoo} sport. We definitely need more lacrosse fields

for practices and games!

There is a strong need now for SHADED playgrounds for toddlers and preschoolers. The one at Laurel Springs is very nice but so
terribly hot in the summer months, The children cannot even use the slides because the plastic can burn them it is s0 hot.

I believe an artificial surface all-purpose field would be invaluable in developing our athletes in'La Plata,

Would LOVE some type of spray ground or water park in the area,
Splash park

We need a public pool with slides and water toys now.

You really need an aquatic center, with safe zero depth pools for little kids, spray parks (similar to Cove Point). Also, playgrounds
that are shaded and enclosed by fences. It is very hard to keep an eye on multiple children when at your existing playgrounds.
Bensville is unshaded, White Plains is TOO shaded and wooded and feels unsafe, Laure] Springs is unshaded, it's impossible to
see you children when they climb into the play structure and the woods next to the playground are open (no fence) so someone
could easily wander into the trees or be snatched. Gilbert Run is nicely shaded at various times, but there is not a fence between
the playground and the water, making it very difficult to keep kids away from the water's edge. ]

Centralized, structured parking needed in town, in the vicinty of courthouse/townhall, or thereabouts

A water park would be great. 1 also like the idea of sprayground.
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T would love to see spraygroud/splash park...similar to Nicolette Park in St. Mary's or smaller, free, and more locations as those spread

throughout Arlington, VA

ADD A Splash park!!!

. A spray ground and an outdoor waterpark would be amazing in LaPlata, because we have to travel so far to get to one. it also would
increase business all over LaPlata, by bringing in people from all over, possibly furture residents. :

This Town is FILLED with many moms with young children. A playground to satisfy the needs of these moms would be great.
Sprayparks are wonderful for these hot days and to contain small children. Most of the moms have more than one child and it
hard to keep an eye on more than one when they are going in different directions at other larger parks. 1t would be nice to have a
park that would be easier for moms to "keep an eye" on their kids and buiit with little children in mind.

YMCA-Bpys and Girls Club----multi purpose rec center for all ages!

The town itself has sidewalks for walking. 1 feel any trails will cause a security issue like waldorfs neighbor trails.  Wereally
enjoy Wills Park. It is in the open which is great but a restroom and shade would be wonderfull

My husband and I have an infant and we take frequent walks with her in the stroller. ] would love to have someplace pretty to walk
with her, but there are no trails within walking distance, so instead we have to take walks through our neighborhood (Phoenix
Run) or into the town center, or we need to drive to some other place. I'm not sure whether there are any opportunities to develop
safe and scenic places to walk near the town center, but it's one of the big things I feel is missing from that part of town. lam.
also in full support of any plans'to bring a community/recreation center to the area of Phoenix Run. The kids in this :

neighborhood would really benefit! .

It would be great to have a swimming pool in the Clarks Run neighborhood. Also indoor tennis facility

no golf course, dog parks or pool we already have access to these opportunities near our community. We must coordinate facilities
and programs with the county so not to duplicate facilities and opportunites as well.as contain costs.

Parking is needed in Downtown La Plata when events are held at Town Hall. In addition, parking is needed at the library.

T have two young children (under 5) and 1 am always looking for activities to take them to, I frequently use programs through Charles
County Parks and Rec but feel that more programs could be offered (and closer to La Plata). During the summer, we frequent
the spraygrounds in St. Mary's County and Cove Point Pool in Calvert (great pool for all ages). If La Plata had something
similar, ] would be spending money inside the county rather than Jooking outside the county for activities. .

Would love to see a sprayground for kids or community pool come to-La Plata

I have three under the age of 5 and we often find ourselves visiting sites out of the county such as Nicolette Park's Sprayground and
Cove Point Pool during the summer months. It would really wonderful to have spmething like that here to enjoy.

Extreme need for Spraygrounds!!!!!! Laurel Springs is great but the equipment gets so hot..... really a strong need for spraygrounds at

mulitple county and town of Laplata parks and rec areas.

The more people that live in La Plata, or visit La Plata, the more need we will have for additional parking facilities.

It would be nice to have something family oriented. There was talk about a "sprayground,” that would be nice and it could use
"recycled water."

1 do understand why La Plata doesn't have.an outdoor pool well suited for kids and families. A splash pool, like Cameron Run in
Calvert, would be wonderful, Little kids can't enjoy the current pools because they start out over three feet.

Parking badly needed at library, especially for families with small children for story time. Also, why do we not have a Sprayground
like St. Mary's County, or something like Cove Point Park pool in Calvert. It's time we had something like that. I would think
you could get the plans from either of those counties and implement them here. Especially with the Sprayground using recycled
water, and you could have it manned by kids fulfilling community service credits, and collect a fee for non-La Plata residents.
Allow La Plata residents free or a discounted rate access. 1 don't want all of the county using it for free if only La Plata residents
are paying for it. Also, you MUST work with the county to get some type of shade (awning; etc.) at Laurel Springs Park. It gets
so hot and sunny there that people can't stay and they leave.

T would like to see the sidewalks extended further out from the downtown area so more people could walk or bike to downtown
LaPlata. : : ) :

The space for parks and recreation areas needs to be included now, before growth happens.

Would LOVE to see a YMCA in LaPlata. Have been a member of several with gym facilities/pool/weightrooms and it is a wonderful
organization that provides camps in the summer and many programs for all ages!

Town Hall, Matula

Need A YMCA facility in the county. La Plata would be a good central Jocation.

Downtown/"main street" area, such as a municipal or municipal/private partnership parking garage on the old Posey's Market lot on
Charles St. (just north of the Rescue Squad property.)

Downtown/"main street” area, such as a municipal or municipal/private partnership parking garage on the old Posey's Market lot on
Charles St. (just north of the Rescue Squad property.) :

"Lake Tilghman

Additional comments to question 10

Life in our county overall has become frightening and often it feels unsafe to be in the areas mentioned without a strong male person.
1 amn a woman 70 but very active. We all feel this way. Even the new walking trail along Rosewick. It is frightening to bike or
walk there. So maybe we need more police on motobikes, bikes, Segos. -

need more lighting and more patroling

definitely need more lighting -~ times are changing and we need to be more proactive
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Tthe jungle gyms at laurel springs are too hard to watch children at. Should. be fenced in and it.is just hard to follow children. Plus not -
enough shade.

Certain parks | would NOT visit after full daylight, Wills Pk for example, for the very reasons stated above,

1 currently feel safe at the parks but I'm hearing about more & more crimes being committed at them so am not as comfortable for my
wife & daughters.

My family spends a lot of time at the parks in La Plata. 1 have had to call the police for indecent exposure and have witnessed, or had
friends witness, disobedient teenagers on the equipment, as well as teenage drug use at the playgrounds.

Only use parks during the day.

1 have been approached by.a group of teenagers who appeared to be under the influence. In addition, | have felt unsafe due to (
suspicious Jooking men hanging around the parks. More police patrols would be appreciated. .

The La Plata Police Department does an excellent job of keeping our recreational facilities safe, and show an excellent presence in the
town. . '

1 only use the parks where ] feel safe.” ***[JEMLOCK is a mess. ] happen to know someone on the street and wondered why the
town paid for this "playset" for the few kids on the street to destroy with ~NO~ supervision !  This is not a community location
at ALL! This should be relocated to the Town Grounds for use when the Town has events. The street is not safe and the

resident throw trash in the woods behind the park equipment.

The question didn't let me answer anything other than a complete yes or a complete no, I generally feel safe- when using the town's .
parks, but some of them are isolated enough that 1 do feel a bit uneasy (even if I don't think I'm in any danger).

This is not on all the parks and not all the time but there are times that we are uncomfortable with the people that are hanging around
enve the park in our own neighborhood.

Need more shaded areas at Laurel Springs

1 feel unsafe when using the White Plain bike trail by myself and/or with my children because it is isolated.

We do not feel safe at White Plains park for reasons listed above. We no longer go there.

Probably just don't think of it often enough---tendency to use the recreation area around planned events

Additional comments to question 12

Cost - effect on taxes. We pay so much now. The water/sewage rates are high. Perhaps more of the county taxes should go to
- incorporated towns. }

where would the money come from to have a separate department?

if was maintained under the current taxes

Funds would be better spent elsewhere within the community.

1 think the mix is nice, but there needs to be coordination and communication between the agencies.

1 would keep it simple, Ensure they have defined goals/jobs/frequency of the tasks to accomplish the goals.

yes, but it needs to be managed under the current tax rate with NO increases in our taxes or fees imposed to cover said dept.

what we have now works. why create another department and have to fund it through higher taxes.

there seems to be a lack of cohesiveness currently. 1t all needs to connect, literally and figuratively starting with 2 walk/run path on
both sides of street. This is fundamental for foot traffic, the success of retail and enjoyment of citizens. Benches, landscaping,
etc. Some redevelopment is needed of storefronts to bring them to the sidewalk is desperately needed as well, again,

cohesiveness. . .

Having one department would organize the youth sports more cohesively.

The cost would always have to be weighed.

start paying the police department on par with other agencies first.

The Public Facilities (outdoor sports) folks are fantastic (& 1 think deserve a raise!). The Recreational (indoor) folks seem to be as
well, But creating a separate department to handle the growing need seems like a good idea to me.

1 think that implementing a Town recreation department may provide us with more safety and better equipment.

How about you slow the growth down, and don't fet our small down turn.into a urban dump?

as the town grows we need our own P&R dept. however is some dovetail with the county's program and facilities.

Tie with county progranmis.
1t would depend on the budget.

1 think a recreation building (like a YMCA) would be great and allow you to offer a wide range of programs.

Yes, ] would love to see more activities-and parks for kids and families in the La Plata area. There seems to be alot of kid friendly
activities and places in St Mary's and Calvert, I think Charles Co is missing out and it would be great for La Plata to take charge

for our community.

Laplata taxes are already so high.... if the budget could.remain intact without a substantial increase ] would be all for it.

Be smart and reasonable about it. Don't let the position just be another way to pay someone for not doing any work. And why not
encourage people in the town to volunteer to help with some things around town? Couldn't it help save some money, and allow

peoplé to have some direct impact on their community by helping?

With our-taxes going up and our home values falling the town of La Plata needs to up the ante and make this a more appealing place
to live. A strong Parks/Rec program is key to that image. )
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Tdeally, the Town would have its own recreation department - properly staffed and funded - and also work in partnership with the
County when such partnership would be advantageous to all. )

ideally, the Town would have its own recreation department - properly. staffed and funded - and also worlk in partnership with the
County when such partnership would be advantageous to all. S

‘What could be done encourage you or members of your household to use parks and recreation
facilities in the Town of La Plata more-often?

More ﬁarkland in the center of Town that is accessible from other points in town by walking.

A feeling of being safe first of all. 1t isnot safe in Waldorf either. Maybe no where. One has to use common sense -- don't go out
alone or even just a group of women. We are too close to DC and lower PG County. Generation Y is upon us - Lord help us
when Generation Z hits the area and it won't be long! We have to plan for being unsafe -- it is a way of life now. So our
governments should do all they can to keep our neighborhoods safe.. )

More variety. More options for children under 2. Parks/Facilities in nice areas that are not in neighborhoods.

If more cultural and recreational activities were provided within the Town of La Plata.

more shade water lighting

Put some trees at Laurel Springs!! More shade would be nice if possiblé.

Increase police presence, continually cleanliness, promote the parks/hours operations

planned activities

provide more shade at playgrounds

restrooms, some kind of beverage machines to geta cool drink.

There are enough parks, e.g., Gilbert Run, to use. They are wonderful.

marketing and advertising. Signage would help. add paths that connect park, town services, stores, etc. Need to look at other towns
as examples. - : :

located in better areas plus didn't ever realize where some.of them are Jocated

Need bicycle/walking trails that connect our neighboroods (Clarks Run),with Downtown La Plata and with the bicycle trail on
Roswick Road. : ' '

Safe Hiker/Biker paths. More gardens & picnic area therein. Possibly low-cost fitness classes; yoga, cardio-classes, etc.

T'm not sure because we always try to rent Will's Park when we have little parties like birthdays, baby showers, etc.

having events at them.

We use them a LOT already so I'm not sure you could do more to encourage us farther, but I would like to see more softball, baseball,
& lacrosse fields as discussed that are good quality.

Advertise them more...hold some events. Make it fun.

Playgrounds that are completely fenced in. Some type of security to ensure that the rules and age appropriateness of the playgrounds
are being followed. -

Shade and water in the summer. Too hot and kids cannot cool off. Equipment is t00 hot.

Build an aquatic center and a community center with indoor and outdoor meeting rooms, especially for children. Now, the only
option I know of in town to meet with a large group of small children is the building at Wills Park and the basement room in the

library. Neither of these spaces are welcoming or safe for little kids.

Sponsored activities at the parks -

Having more shade for hot days and a place to cool off when extremely hot.

Sidewalks to 'parks so 1 could ride my bike or walk to them. And also keep safety in mind (lighting, police patrols, etc)

indoor facilities with air/heating pfovided and organized activities for youth and adults

A sprayground would be amazing!! ]

more shade, sometimes it's difficult to watch multiple kids in such a big space.

Police patroling to KEEP trouble makers away;

Signs pointing to parks and indicating whether/when they are open for use would encourage my family and other newcomers to enjoy
the area's facilities. Tighman Lake park is an example of a park that could benefit from clearer signs. There are no signs pointing
to the park; if you happen to discover that it exists, you might drive up only to see a sign that says only authorized vehicles may
drive up to the park; but then there are signs that indicate the park is open for use at one's own risk! It's very confusing. We love
that park but are not sure whether we're really allowed to_go and enjoy it! 1'd like to know where other parks are located and
which are open to the public. 1 also would like signs guiding me to the Clarks Run Nature Area (if it's meant for public
enjoyment) and other parks. If playgrounds at some areas (such as schools) are available for public use only at certain times,

signs indicating that would also be helpful.

Better/easier to use community website

Tiook the town to the Rosewick Bike trail and hook the Rosewick trail to the Indian head trail. Programs at the lake parks. Coordinate
school gyms with town programs. partnership with local private gym/fitness facilities in area to get town residents a better
reduced rate........ instead of building a town fitness center or COmMUNItY CENtET...cvmuerrunses let's not compete with the private

business community,
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We use Laurel Springs a few times a week already.
More advertising of events and more events held at facilities.

Plan for activities
Sprayground areas.... more planned activities at the parks.
Include a spraygounds! More children oriented programs as well.’

A swim club/splash pool would be an ideal summer activity and we would use it all the time.

Put some shade at Laurel Springs near the playground, install a Sprayground-like area for kids to cool off during the summer, ensure
the bathrooms are always open (little kids ALWAYS have to go), and maybe the town should host events at each of the parks. 1
don't know where a lot of the parks listed above are, and I've lived in the county for 34 years and have 3 small children. And if
the town builds parks for which the town taxpayeérs pay, 1 think town residents shouid get a discount or free use, and non-town
residents (by photo ID and address verification) should have to pay a fee.

Events planned and promoted that are located at these venues, easier to get there by walking or cycling, and updated facﬂmes at the
sites.

Planned events

Flyers , announcements on govt tv channel
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MEETING SUMMARY

Comprehensive Parks and Recreation Master Plan
Town of La Plata ' '
Round Table Meeting
July 26, 2010

Location: ~ ERM, 200 Harry Truman Parkway, Annapolis, MD
Meeting Attendees: Dan Mears, Town of La Plata
Dave Jenkins, Town of La Plata
- Jim Goldsmith, Town of La Plata (Parks and Recreation Board)
* Debra Haiduven, City Takoma Park
Gary Mackes, Wicomico County
Phyllis Grover, Town of Aberdeen
Clive Graham, ERM
Derek Meyers, ERM
Dave Hyder, Municipal and Financial Services Group
Scott Scarfone, Oasis Design

M. Clive Graham convened the meeting at approximately 9:30 a.m. for a discussion of
the La Plata Parks and Recreation Master Plan. He welcomed the attendees and
distributed the agenda (Attachment I) and attendee contact list. He referred the attendees
to the contact list and indicated that a representative from the Town of Elkton was unable
to attend the meeting due to illness, and Hyattsville may arrive a few minutes late.

Clive continued to explain the geography of the town and the location of its parks
facilities.

Mr. Dan Mears discussed the Town’s purpose for undertaking a parks and recreation
master plan. These included the Town’s pressure for growth and the desire to evaluate
recreational needs and associated costs of providing such services. He noted that one
outcome of the study is to relate it to the Town’s recreation impact recreation fee

. (8$7,500).

Ms. Phyllis Grover Jomed the meeting at approx1mately 9:45 am.

Dan noted that the FY2011 budget was the first budget to include a breakdown of
expenditures and costs associated with parks and recreation. He stated that parks and

recreation maintenance responsibilities were conducted by public works personnel.

Mr. Dave Jenkins discussed the study and how it will help determine future needs in each
of the annexation areas.




Meeting Summary, pg. 2

Clive asked representatives of the local governments to share some background about
their role and community. He distributed a profile of each community to the attendees

(Attachment 2).

Mr. Gary Mackes explained the differences between his department and La Plata. He
noted that Salisbury parks and facilities are jointly managed by Wicomico County. He
questioned the Town’s relationship with Charles County. '

M. Goldsmith noted staff from the Town and the County work cooperatively, but
political pressures sometimes create conflict between the elected officials.

Gary described his department and explained how Wicomico County achieves a sixty-
percent cost recovery by operating with a staff of 25 full time and 300 part time
employees. He stated that Wicomico County is nearly complete its thirty year program
achieving such milestones as operating a civic center and seeking to acquire final park
lands. The likeliness of repeating the County’s model today is difficult because of budget '
pressures. He also discussed ways he has avoided political pressures to trim budgets
through creating a vested interest in parks and recreation from all parties in the County -

(i.e. Police Commissioner, Delegates, non-profits).

Ms. Debra Haiduven explained Takoma Park and its urban setting within an area served-
by the Maryland National Capital Park and Planning Commission. Due to these factors
her department’s role is primarily focused on recreation programming. She noted that
residents from outside of Takoma Park commonly participate in the City’s programs. .
This has resulted in a resident and non-resident fee structure.

Phyllis discussed Aberdeen’s relationship with Harford County and the Town’s park
facilities. These include-a swimming club run by the Boys and Girls Club (maintained by
the City), and community/senior center. She also discussed problems with the Town’s
skatepark and inline hockey facility which has seen little use.’

Mr. Scott Scarfone discussed the impacts of the economy on parks and rccreatioﬁ
‘budgets. He mentioned community center closures in Baltimore City. '

Clive stated one of the key needs for La Plata is a swimming pool. He asked Phyllis on
the particulars of Aberdeen’s pool. ‘

Phyllis indicated the pool is joinﬂy operated'-BY the Town and Boys and Girls Club but
maintained by the City. ' '

" Gary suggested the Town carefully examine the finances of a pool. He indicated pools
can be a financial burden. He mentioned Wicomico County’s feasibility study results
which found that the only profitable type of pool would be an aquatics center with a wave
pool, and slides.

July 26, 2010
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Debra added that the only pools built today are aquatics centers as they can charge a
reasonable entry fee.

Mr. Dave Hyder and Mr. Jenkins discussed the pool offerings in Calvert County. These
include a privately operated pool in Chesapeake Beach and a new pool in Prince
Frederick. '

Debra questioned the Town about its school facilities and suggested partnership with the
school board on future facilities. - ' :

The meeting attendees discussed the background on the Town’s recreation impact fee.
They also discussed the potential for litigation and what facilities revenues from the fee

may be used for.

Clive asked the meeting attendees for some last thoughts or recommendations for the:
Town. * ‘

Phyllis suggested the Town build bridges with the County and partner on programming
activities. Debra concurred and reiterated her thoughts on working with the local schools. .

Gary offered three approaches for management of the Town’s parks and recreation
facilities. He suggested a Town department might not the most desirable option. He
stressed the need to create a shared vision with the County. He liked the idea of parks
and recreation facilities being operated as an enterprise fund or from a separate tax
similar to Maryland National Capital Park and Planning Commission.

- Lesson Learnt — Insight for the La Plata Master Plan

1. Budgets are tight and facilities need to be self-supporting to the greatest extent
possible. It has become harder to support subsides for recreation programs.
Recreation directors must not be seen as a drain on the tax base. :

2. Towns want departments but must find models of working cooperatively with
counties. A dedicated department gives more control and staff that are fully
responsible and dedicated to the Town’s recreation assets.

3. ‘Towns are generally too small to provide “special facilities™ such as civic centers;
" these are provided by counties.
4. Cooperation and coordination with ‘organization and entities must be the name of

the game. : : B
5, Having a clear vision is vital. A program that the public can get activated about

and rally should have short, medium and long-range options for implementation.
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Appendix D Wills Park Concept Plan Cost Estimate

Design (12% Construction)

D-1

20% Contingency
Grand Total

{Preliminary Estimate of Costs 9.10.10
'Wilis'Park - La Plata, MD
‘Prepared by: Oasis Design Group
. {Phase Item Unit Qty. Unit Price  Total Cost .
{Demo Existing Road SF 16500 $1.25 $20,625
Parking lot SF 4500 $1.25 $5,625°
Ball field (Fence and Backstop) LS 1 $15.000 $15.000.
Subtotal $41,250
iPicnic Area Grading LS ] $15,000  $15,000°
Large Picnic Shelters EA 1 $60,000 $60,000:
Small Picnic Shelters EA 6 $20,000 $120,000;
Entrance Drive (6" base, 3" wearing Sy 4,700 $29 $136,300:
Bioswales LS 1 $10,000  $10,000:
" Entrance sign LS 1 $8,000 $8,000.
Seeding SY 1,400 $4 $5,600:
Trees/Shrubs LS 1 $50,000 $50,000:
Benches (30)/Trash Cans (10)/Tables LS 1 $37,100 $37,100:
_ Security Lights @ Pavilions LS - 1 $15.000 $15,000:
Subtotal $457.000:
{Parking Lot Clearing and Grading LS 1 - $10,000 $10,000§
Parking Lot (6" base, 3" wearing) SY 9,333 ©$29  $270,657:
Turn around SY 1,963 $29  $56,927:
Trees/Shrubs LS 1 $20,000  $20,000:
Subtotal ~ $357.584'
; ' . Asphalt Trails (7' width includes ) ;
‘Trail Network prep.) SY 24,222 $3  $72,666;
: Remove Vegetation LS 1 $20,000  $20,000,
Site Furniture LS 1 $20,000  $20,000:
Subtotal $112.666:
iAmphitheater Remove Vegetation LS 1 $10,000  $10,000:
; Concrete Seating LS 1 . $55,000  $55,000:
Seeding Sy 20,000 $1  $20,000:
Signage LS ] $5,000 $5.000:
Subtotal  $90.000:
iDog Park _Clearing and Grading LS 1 $15,000  $15,000:
: Chain link fencing and gates LF- 1,300 $27  $35,100:
Site Furniture - benches (4)/trash LS 1 $12,600  $12,600;
* Water Fountain LS 1 $4,000 $4,000:
Seeding and Planting SY 1,000 $4 $4,000:
Subtotal Phase 5 $70.700°
iBuilding addition " Nature Center Building SF 3,000 $250 $750,000°
' Patio/Outdoor Classroom Paving SF 2.500 58 $20.000-
: Su btotal

$770.000°

Total All Phases $1,899,200:

$227,904
$379,840"

$2,506,944 "







Appendix E F iscal'Analysis Presentation
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Charles County Chamber of Commerce
101 Centennial Street, Suite A

* La Plata, MD 20646 CH:ARLES | COUNTY

Invoice

Date Invoice #
 301.932.6500, 301. 932.3945 (Fex) CHAMBER OF ] COMMERCE 3/1/2011 6971
Bill To - Ship To
Town of La Plata
~|305 Queen Anne Street
P.O. Box 2268
La Plata, MD 20646
Description Quantity Cost Total Cost
2011 Legislative Update Breakfast Monday March 7, | 4 30.00 - 120.00
2011-Mayor Roy Hale, Wayne Winkler, Paddy Mudd,
Dan Mears ,
THANK YOU FOR YOUR PARTICIPATION IN THIS EVENT. Total $120.00
‘ Payments Applied $0.00
Balance Due $120.00

Your success is our business.







prn of La Plata

Comprehensive Parks &
‘Recreation Master Plan

Adopted February 22, 2011
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COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF LA PLATA
Ordinance 11-1 '

. . ‘. .

intrdduced By: - o ' | E Mayor Roy G. Hale
Date Introduced: - ' | B o . Janﬁary 25,2011
flanning Comm_ission i’ublic. Hea.ring:. ' N/A |
'i‘owvn Council Public Héaring: e B January 25,2011
Date Adopted: ’ | g February 22, 2011
Date Efi;ective: : | | ', | . March 9,2011 - E

. . -

An Ordinance ¢concerning

Comprehensive Parks and Recreation Master Plan .

" FOR the purpose of adopting a new comprehensive parks and recreation master plan (CPRMMP)

' for the Town of La Plata; and all matters relating to said plan.

~

WHEREAS, the Town recognizes the key contnbutlon that ]:ugh quality parks and open

- spaces make 10 commumty health Wellness and quahty of life; and

WHEREAS the Town enlisted the services of Envnonmental Resources Management'
(“ERM”) in conjunction with Municipal Financial Services Group, and Oasis Design Group for

the development.of the Town’s Comprehensive Parks and Recrea’non Master Plan; and

WHEREAS, begmnmg in October 2010, in addition to the numerous discussions of the -
Parks and Recreation Commission, the Parks. and Recreation Commission, Planning:
Commission, and Town Council held a joint meeting, where each element of the Plan was
carefully reviewed and considered; and

WHEREAS, the community was invited and encouraged to participate and comment;
and - ‘ ‘ '

WHEREAS, the Council of fhe Town of La Pldta has determined that it is in the public
interest that the Plan be adopted as the Comprehensive Parks and Recreation Master Plan for the

" Town of La Plata.

NOW THEREFORE:
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Ordinance 11-1 . D | S 2

SECTION 1: BE IT ENACTED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF
LA PLATA that the Town of La Plata Comprehensive Parks and Recreation Master Plan, a copy
of which is attached to this Ordinance, is hereby adopted. The Plan shall be known as the "Town
of La Plata Comprehenswe Parks and Recreation Master Plan, February, 201 1

' SECTION 2: AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED that this Ordinance shall become
effective at the expiration of fifteen (15) calendar days after its approval by the Council.

ADOPTED AND APPROVED by the Council of the Town .ef La Plata on February 22,

2011.

SEAL: . , . ‘

' COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF LA PLATA
@\/ﬁ 2 P it
R?G“H%le, Mayor

floas L MMZQ,

R. WayneWVinkler, Councilman

(. /G L

C. Kejth Back, Councilman

Uy ORATER B —
ATTEST: S o %&éﬁj//& /%aé/

' .ParettaD "Mudd, Councllwoman

@&z,//éz (o m/ég;/ g@@q&@ M? W
Danielle Mandley, Town Clerk ' Jbseph WY Norris, Countilman

Date o2 ,Qoz///

‘ . EXPLANATION
CAPITALS INDICATE MATTER ADDED TO EXISTING LAW.
((Double Parenthesis)) indicate matter deleted from existing law.

Underlining indicates amendments to bill. . '
Strike Out indicates matter stricken from bill by amendment or deleted from the

laW by amendment.
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Introduction and Purpose

This Comprehensive Parks and Recreation Master Plan (CPRMP) sets overall policy and direction for
parks, recreation, and open space in the Town of La Plata (the Town) for the next 20 years. The Town is
the county seat of Charles County, and is located approximately 30 miles southeast of Washington, D.C.
(Map 1) _

'_ Map 1 Town of La Plata Location
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The Town is on the cusp of significant change. Four large developments are projected, at build-out, to
increase the Town’s population from its current total of approximately 10,000 people to approximately
25,000. The Town recognizes the key contribution that high quality parks and open spaces make to
community health, wellness and quality of life. It has undertaken this CPRMP to chart a course to
transform the Town’s small number of parks and recreation areas into a high quality, fully-developed
parks system that will be a major contributor to the Town’s quality of life in its vision as one of
Maryland’s premier communities. :

Key questions addressed in this CPRMP include:

What new parks and open spaces will be needed to serve the Town’s projected population?

What new recreation facilities such as community centers, ball fields, basketball courts, and
playgrounds will be needed? -

How can the new developments best help meet the Town’s future parks and recreation needs?

What will it cost to create and maintain the parks and recreation system the Town envisions? Will the
system be affordable to the Town?




«+  How will the Town manage its parks? Should the Town have a parks and recreation department?
How should it share responsibilities with Charles County government? '

This CPRMP updates and replaces the Towﬁ of La Plata Parks & Recreation Capital Expansion Plan,
2009, and supplements the Town of La Plata 2009 Comprehensive Plan, Open Space & Recreation .

Element. '

Plan Organization

Chapter 1 contains an inventory and description of existing parks and recreation land in the Town and its
environs. Chapter 1 also describes recreation programming, staffing and funding.

Chapter 2 contains a broad-based recreation needs and demand analysis. The Chapter analyzes needs and
demands by considering demographic trends, national and local parks and recreation trends, and inputs
from various sources including public meetings and a citizens’ survey. :

Chapter 3 contains the Master Plan’s recommendations for parks and recreation.

il




Chapter 1 Inventory and Framework

This chapter describes existing and planﬂed recreation and open space resources in and around the Town
of La Plata. The chapter also describes recreation programming, staffing and funding.

1.1  Inventory

The areas within and around the Town have an inventory of public parks, recreation and open space
(PROS) opportunities totaling approximately 800 acres. The inventory inside the Town totals
« approximately 340-acres of which the Town provides 138 acres, with the remaining 202 acres owned by

Charles_ County Public Schools.

For purposes of the Comprehensive Parks and Recreation Master Plan (CPRMP) an area outside the town
was defined as the area within which non-town residents would be attracted to use the Town’s PROS, just
as Town residents now use PROS outside the Town. Map 2 shows the Town as well as this “outer La
Plata” area (OLPA).

Table 1-1 lists the names and acreages of PROS inside and outside the Town and includes a map number
showing the location of the site or facility on Map 2. Table 1-2 provides a more detailed inventory v
including a list of the amenities at each PROS site. :
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" Table 1-1 Parks, recreation and open space (PROS) in and near the Town

Map # Park/Facility Acres Map # Park/Facility ' Acres
Town of La Plata Public near the Town
I Agricopia Park 6 A College of Southern MD . 91
-2 Carroll La Plata Village 1 16 - Laurel Springs Regional Park 103
3 Clark Run Natural Area 42 ' 17  Turkey Hill Park 57
4 Hemlock Court 0.1 © 18  White Plains Regional Park 204
5 Patuxent Court 0.3 - . Total public near the Town 455
6  Phoenix Run Park ©0.7
7 Phoenix Run Park II 0.2 Private near the Town (Contributing to public recreation
and with some public access .
8  Redwood Lake 5 27 LaPlata Park- ' 32
9  Silver Linden Park 5 . 22 Hawthomne Country Club : 80
10 - Star Memorial Garden 0.1 Total private near the Town 112
i1 Tilghman Lake Park 61
12 Town Hall Park 2 :
13 Train Station <07 Total public PROS within and
near the Town (340+455) 795
14 Wills Memorial Park 14
Total Town of La Plata . 138
Non-Town of La Plata (with public access)
15 Courthouse Soccer Field 2 -
B Gwynn Educational Center 7 (10)*
C,D LaPlata HS & Matula ES 54 (21)*
E Mitchell ES 9 (6)F
F  Somers MS 38 (56)*
Total Non-Town of La Plata 109 93 202 (109+93)
Total inside the Town 247 93
Total inside the Town 340
Private, Commercial and Non-profit (Contribute to
recreation need but with limited or no public access)
19 Agricopia Tot Lot ) 0.3
G Archbishop Neale School 4
20  Chestnut Court Natural Area 2
21 Edelen Station 0.6
H  Grace Lutheran Church 6
23  Hawthorne Green 0.5
24  Hickory Ridge 1
25  Jamestowne 0.2
26  La Plata Manor 2
28  Quailwood Park 0.4
29  Steeplechase ~2
30  Washington Square 0.4
Total Private 20

* (#) Denotes natural resource acreage in school recreation areas.
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| Map 2  Parks, Recreation.v and Open Space Areas
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Outer La Plata Area is the area outside Town within the map border.

See Table 1-1 for map key.













1.2
- This CPRMP uses the followmg PROS classification system based upon each resource’s primary

PROS Classification

function. Table 1-3 summarizes the PROS w1th1n the Town..

Community parks. Community parks serve a community-wide function, attracting users from all
over the Town. Size varies.

Neighborhood parks. Nelghborhood parks primarily serve e local ne1ghborhoods The existing
neighborhood parks range in size from five to eight acres. These parks typically include playgrounds,
ball fields and/or courts though they can also be more passive in nature. ,

Mini parks. Mini parks are a type of neighborhood park but are smaller, typically one acre or less,
with a smaller number of amenities such as a playground, field or court.

School recreation parks. School recreation parks are land at school facilities owned by the Charles
County Public Schools. The general public may use these parks outside of school hours, and the
Charles County Parks and Recreation Division programs the fields, gymnasiums, and other facilities
for events or recreation programs.

Natural resource areas. Natural resource areas compnse open space with few if any recreation
facilities other than trails. These lands are intended for conservation such as forests, wetlands, or
floodplains. Size varies.

Regional parks. Regional parks are large parks, typically over 100 acres. They provide a wide

variety of recreation opportunities mcludmg field sports, trails, tennis or golf. There are no regional
parks inside the Town but there are two in the outer La Plata area.

Table 1-3 Summary of PROS within the Town

Town Owned Non-Town Owned
Nun.lber of Acres Nun}ber . Acres: Total Acres
sites sites

Parks and Recreation

Community Parks 2 64

Neighborhood parks 4 30

Mini Parks ' 7 3

School Recreational Parks 5 109
Sub Total 13 97 5 109 206
Natural Resource Areas 1 42 4 93
Total 14 139 9 202 340

Note: Subtotals may not equal total due to rounding.
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1.3 . PROS within the Town

Community Parks

Tilghman Lake Park is the Town’s largest park (62 acres). Located on the east side of town and adjoining
the county-owned Laurel Springs Regional Park, the land was acquired from the federal government and
was once envisioned as a potential water supply facility. The park is a beautiful, largely wooded site
surrounding an approximately seven-acre lake. Developed facilities are currently limited to a large picnic
pavilion and a trail around the lake. This park has great potential as a resource for the entire town, but
access, parking, and additional developed facilities are currently lacking. The Town plans to install
bathroom facilities and parking'in 2011.

Town Hall Park is located adjacent to the Town Hall. The park is used for civic and entertainment events,
including concerts, performances, and movies. :

Neighborhood Parks

Wills Memorial Park (14 acres) is the most developed park in town with a ball field (used only for
practice play because of proximity to homes), a basketball court, volleyball court, community building,
playground, parking and woods. .

Silver Linden Park (5 acres) located in the Clark Run neighborhood, has a playground tennis court and
unimproved multi-purpose field.

Redwood Lake Park (5 acres) off Redwood C1rcle is a passive park focused on a 2.5 acre lake which also
functions as a storm water management facility. The park has a pavilion at the water’s edge, benches,
picnic tables and a walking trail on two sides of the lake:

Agricopia Park is located in the Agricopia subdivision by Radio Station Road.. Under development as of
2010, the major feature of the park is a large multi-purpose playmg field and a playground including a
low (6 to 7-foot tall) rock climbing wall.

Redwood Lake
Neighborhood Park
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Mini Parks

The Town has seven mini parks located primarily in the central part of Town:

Park Features:
Carroll La Plata Village Basketball courts
Hemlock Court ' Tot lot
Patuxent Court Play equipment
Phoenix Run Park I and II Play equipment/tot lots
Train Station Train museum .
Star Memorial Garden ‘ Meditation garden, firechouse museum ,
School Recreation Parks

Charles County Public Schools has five sites/facilities within the Town wh1ch combmed account for
approximately 200 acres of land, much of which is undeveloped.

» La Plata High School ' -+ Somers Middle School

e Matula Elementary School o Mitchell Elementary School

e Gwynn Education Center '

Because this large amount of land could skew the PROS inventory, this CPRMP counts the active

recreation land (ball fields, courts) component of these areas separately from the natural resource areas,
recognizing that portions of these areas could be developed in the future. The active recreation land totals

approximately 109 acres of the total (see Tables 1-1 and 1-2).

~ Train Station Mini Park and
museum on Kent Avenue

The school recreation parks contain baseball/softball fields, soccer/multi-purpose fields, football fields
and gymnasiums that are 1mportant in meeting local recreation need. La Plata High School has an
outdoor pool that is the only pool in Town open to the general public. :

Somers Middle School is operated during non-school hours as a school-based recreation center by Charles
County Parks and Recreation. The center offers a variety of social, education and recreation programs
(see Section 1.5).

The two-acre Courthouse Soccer Field on Baltimore Street is also classified as a school recreation park.
A remnant of the former high school that is now the Charles County government office complex, the field
is maintained by Charles County Parks and Recreation.
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Natural Resource Areas

The PROS inventory includes five natural resource areas. The Town owns the 42-acre Clark Run Natural
Area in the southeast part of town. The area comprises the stream valley and floodplain of Clark Run, a
stream that runs north-south through the entire town. The area is managed primarily to conserve open
space and environmentally sensitive areas associated with Clark Run. The Natural Area is undeveloped
but nearby residents have created some informal trails traveling east-west through it. This CPRMP
envisions the entire length of Clark Run as a greenway (see Chapter 3).

The other four natural resource areas are those associated with school recreation parks, as descnbed
above. The largest area is 56 acres associated with Somers Middle School. :

Private, commercial, and non-profit PROS

Private commercial and non-profit PROS help meet the recreation needs of Town residents, workers and
visitors. All or portions of these PROS may be open to the public, sometimes for a fee. The PROS
inventory includes 13 sites on approximately 18 acres in the Town. These include:

¢  Mini parks, tot lots and playgrounds managed by homeowner Associations (e.g., Quaﬂwood Park,
Jamestowne Park)

o Community centers which may 1nclude swimming pools, meeting rooms or ﬁtness facilities (e.g.
Edelen Station)

= Recreation areas as part of a private school facility (e.g. Grace Lutheran Church School).

Some commercial businesses in and near La Plata provide recreation services. These include La Plata
Fitness and Iron Works Gym, both on Drury Drive, and World Gym now on US 301 at MD 6.

1.4 PROS outside the Town

As described above, this ACPRMP defines an “outer La Plata” area (OLPA) which is the area outside the
town with PROS resources that are close to the Town in Charles County, and are readily accessible to
town residents. County residents from this area may also use PROS in the Town. PROS in this area

include:

»  Laurel Springs Regional Park is a large, active 103-acre park on Radio Station Road adjacent to the
Town limits operated by Charles County Parks and Recreation. The park has 10 baseball/softball
fields, seven soccer/multi-purpose fields, a football field, and 1,000 parking spaces. Most of these
fields are lighted. A trail around the park connects to Tilghman Park.

Playground at Laurel
Springs Regional Park




. White Plains Regional Park is a 200-acre county-owned park northeast of Town with sport fields and
an 18-hole golf course, picnic areas and a skate park.

. College of Southern Maryland, La Plata Campus. The college’s recreation facilities (indoor

swimming pool, courts, and fitness center) are open to the public either through enrollment in
classes/summer camps, or by membership. - :

» Turkey Hill Park. Charles County operates this park north of Town on US 301, It has five

soccer/multi-purpose fields and a two-acre dog park. Charles County leases the property from the
State Highway Administration, which acquired the land as a potential southern terminus of the US

" 301 bypass.

o LaPlata Park. This is a privately owned tract of land on Hawthorne Road with two baseball fields, -

and is sometimes referred to as Rainbow Construction Field. One of the baseball fields was recently
constructed by the La Plata Youth League. :

. Héwthorne Country Club. Located immediately west of the Town on Hawthorne Road, the Club has

an 18-hole, par 72 golf course (18 tees, 9 greens each with two holes) a swimming pool, tennis courtS,
and a clubhouse available for social and recreational events. :

The Town is also within close proximity to St. Charles and the Waldorf area. Many town residents travel
to the Robert Stethem Memorial Sports Complex for baseball and softball athletic league play, or to other

. nearby park and recreation areas including the Southern Maryland Blue Crabs Stadium.

1.5  Recreation Programs

" The Town does not currently offer recreation programs. Charles County Parks and Recreation, the

College of Southern Maryland, as well as non-profit youth leagues run several strong programs, host
athletic leagues, educational classes, and recreational classes.

Charles County

Charles County Parks and Recreation offers programs at Somers Community Recreation Center, Laurel
Springs Regional Park, White Plains Regional Park, and La Plata outdoor pool. Programs include:

»  Aquatic programs, such as swimming lessons/clinics, water aerobics, and lap swimming by daﬂy

admission or membership;

-+ Day camps of all types, such as arts and crafts, gymnastics, tennis, basketball, and computer game

design, among others;

*  Adult programs such as arts and crafts, dance, and dog obedience;

o  Senior trips and tours; and
o Special olympic programs for athletic conditioning and training.

Most County parks and recreation programs in the La Plata area are provided at Somers Community
Recreation Center (located within Somers Middle School). The County operates the center year round on
weekdays from 2:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m., and Saturdays from 10:00 to 2:00 p.m. The center is normally
closed the week before school opens, as well as during the Thanksgiving, Christmas and Easter Holidays.
In FY 2010 over 70 programs were offered. Examples include:

o  After school program from 2:30 — 6:00 pm. e Cheerleading camp;
e  Summer Day Camp Program (Weekdays + Taekwon do;
June to August);

e Parents Night Out! A program on Friday
¢ Belly dancing; : evenings where kids aged 5-12 make crafts,

. l X . ;
o Scrapbooking; play games, or watch movies
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-+ Dog obedience classes; and * Youth and teen drop in programs

¢ Father daughter dances 4 . J

Prices charged for programs can run from free to $100.

Somers busiest period is December 1 through the end of March to host youth basketball practices and
games. Saturday hours during this time period are extended to open at 8:00am and close at 6:00 pm to
accommodate the h1gh demand. ‘

Total program attendance including responses to information requests totaled over 30,000 in FY 2010
(Table 1-4).

Table 1-4 Attendance Repovt for Somers Community Recreation Ceﬁter FY 2010

)
£l - S -

é\ 2 i ..E ’ E r:, oy

< % £ 2 E £ = 5 5 =

Z B = g s 2 £ £ T & e E

- S S z a S € = < = 3 e
Classes/ Programs 30| 0 33 222 131 30 150 172 385 274 363 181 1,971
Drop-In, Teen, Pre-Teen of 0 48 88 51 6 142 99 196 161 173 64 1,028
Drop-n, Adult 110| 12 70 65 54 23 120 80 68 83 81 27 793
Special Events o] 0 0 10 219 0 28 0 50 36 0 0 343
Sports Program 576] 0 4] 159 237 422 889 1,035 860 1,398 214 141 5,931
Sports Program Spectators 1.774 0 0 81 124 435 1.623 1,424 1,585 933 707 85 8,771
Miscellaneous 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0f - 0 74 94 0 168
Atter School Programs . -
(P&R) 0! 51 234 217 177 158 147 89 146 142 192 72 1,625
After School Programs . :
(non P&R) 0 -0 0 0 0 0 121 1,119 922 44| - 941 0 3,547
Swnmer Camps 837 0 0 0 4] 0 0 0 72 24 0 167 1,100 .
Information/Public Request 40 144 110 - 360 424 ‘ 220 207 370 603 467 499 272 3,716
Facility use Approved 0| 0 111 9 188 20 230 947 144] 61 28 0 1,738
Facility use Denied 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.

Monthly Total:} 3,367 207 606 1,211 1,605 1,314| 3,657| 5,335] 5,031f 4,097| 3,292 1,009 30,731

Source: Charles County Parks & Recreation

Youth Leagues and Organizations

Four non-profit youth leagues operate in the La Plata area. The leagues cover Charles County or the
Southern Maryland area depending upon the size and scale of the organization. Teams are based on
geographic location with the La Plata home team using Laurel Springs Regional Park for most events.
Membership varies but has historically ranged between 500 and 750 children per each league. The four
leagues are:

" e Charles County Youth League (baseball and softball)
¢ Blue Knights Football '
e La Plata Youth Soccer

e Charles County Lacrosse League

College of Southern Maryland

The College of Southern Maryland offers a vanety of programs at its campus west of La Plata that are
available to La Plata residents. Most of the indoor programs are housed in the physical education building
.which offers an indoor pool, gymnasium, and fitness center with cardiovascular and strength training
activities. Recreation and community-based programs include:

¢ Little Kids College, offering art, reading, science, and dance classes, among ofhers;
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e  All-day sports camps during the summer months for baséball, tennis, softball., field hockey,
volleyball, soccer and basketball; :

o Adult classes such as arts and crafts, culinary, fitness, gardening, dance;
e  Adult and youth aquatic exercise and swimming clinics; and

» Titness classes such as cycling, kickboxing, pilates and yoga. |

1.6  Staff and Organization

The Town of La Plata does not currently have a recreation department. Responsibility for the Town’s
parks and recreation functions are shared by the Town Manager and the Departments of Planning
(planning) and Public Works (maintenance). ' ' :

The elected La Plata Town Council is ultimately responsible for parks and recreation in the Town through
its role in adopting policy plans and operating and capital budgets.

The Town has a volunteer Parks and Recreation Commission whose mission is to advise the Town
Council concerning immediate and long-range recreational programs and policies.

The Town’s Planning Commission helps prepare the Town’s Comprehensive Plan and decides on
subdivisions and site plans which may have recreation issues. S

Other commissions with a role in parks and recreation issues are the Beautification Commission, created
to promote the beautification of the Town, and the Design Review Board which considers many aspects
of development proposals, including building siting, size, shape and materials, parking, landscaping and
signage.

Volunteers are important to the Town including the La Plata Community Garden Club which maintains
the Star Memorial Garden. -

Budget

Although the Town does not have a recreation department, the Town’s operating budget has a line item
for recreation, drawing from the effort of the Department of Public Works that is dedicated to recreation
functions. In FY 2011 the operating budget for recreation was approximately $195,000. This is
approximately three percent of the Town’s total operating budget ($5.89 million) or 2 cents of the tax

1‘ate:l .

The Town subdivision code requires that new subdivisions provide tecreation opportunities or pay fees-
in-lieu (Town Code § 173-11). The fee per dwelling unit is currently $7,500. Some of these recreation
opportunities are dedicated to the Town (such as Silver Linden park or Agricopia park), whereas others
remain private under the ownership of the subdivision homeowners’ association. Since 2002 through the
fee-in-lieu alternative the Town has received approximately $390,000 of which approximately $215,000

has been spent on a variety of growth-related projects.

! $195,000 is derived from Ordinance 10-4 Town of La Plata FY 2010-2011 Tax Rate p. 17 PRC-Parks. Another
way to look at the $195,000 is that it is 5.5 percent of the Town’s revenues from property taxes ($3.573 million) or
close to 2 cents of the Town’s property tax rate of 32 cents per $100 of assessed value. Property (32 x .055= 1.76)
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1-7  Population, Growth and Development

Town of La Plata

The Town of La Plata estimates its population in 2010 at 10,000 people. Detailed data will be available
from the 2010 census held in April 2010, but unfortunately for this plan process these data will only
become available beginning in April 2011.

The most recent detailed population data are from the 2000 census. Table 1-5 shows some characteristics
of the population compared to Charles County. In 2000, compared to Charles County the Town had a
somewhat older population, with a slightly higher share of white persons. The Town had a lower median
household income, a higher proportion of renter occupied housing, and higher housing values.

Table 1-5 Demographic and Socio-Economic Data from the 2000 Census

Town of La Plata | Charles County
Population 6,551 120,546
Under 5 years - T% T%
65 years and over 12% 8%
White 73% 69
Black or African American 24% 26
Total housing units - 2,308 43,903
Owner-occupied housing units 68 78
Renter-occupied housing units 32 22
Median household income in 1999 $ $56,490 $62,199
Median housing value (single-family - $174,900 $153,000
owner-occupied homes) ‘

Source: 2060 Census

Since 2000 the Town has grown quite rapidly. According to the Town’s 2009 Comprehensive Plan, the
Town added over 2,100 people between 2000 and 2007 in-new developments such as Martins Crossing,
Agricopia, and Hawthorne Greene.

Pipeline Development

“Pipeline” development is development at various stages of approval that is anticipated to occur during
the planning period. Four large pipeline developments are located within the town limits (Table 1-6, Map
3). These developments at final build-out are anticipated to more than double the population of the town,
and result in increased supply of and demand for PROS. Note that the future southern villages of the
large planned community of St. Charles are outside the Town but are close and adjoin Laurel Springs
Regional Park and Tilghman Lake Park.

Agricopia

Agﬁcopia is located on Radio Station Road. This neighborhood wheén _ﬁillgy béﬁlplete will contain nearly
600 dwelling units. As part of Phase I, in addition to private PROS to serve residents, the developer is
“developing Agricopia Park which will be dedicated to the Town as a town park.

Steeplechase

Steeplechase is located on the east side of US 301 on Quailwood Parkway. Phase I is under development.
At final buildout approximately 486 units are envisioned. The developer is developing private PROS to
serve residents of the community including a clubhouse and pool.
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Table 1-6 Pipeline Development

Housing Units
Development Existing Estimated : Status
Future
Agricopia ‘ , ~200 600 Phase I under development. Phase
: II does not have preliminary plan
approval. '
Heritage Green 0 3,000 Concept plan approval granted in
2006 :
Steeplechase ~50 436 Phase I under development.
Stagecoach Crossing : 0 1,200 Concept plan approval granted in
2005, but has expired.
Total : ~5,200

Map 3 Pipeline Development

\-Herita en-,..

SRS N

Ry
%,

Legend
¢ Town Boundary

Heritage Green

Heritage Green is located north of Agricopia and east of Washington Avenue. Annexed into the Town in
1990, it is envisioned as a large approximately 800-acre mixed-use community with approximately 3,000
dwelling units as well as retail and employment areas. The Heritage Green annexation agreement
provided that 35 percent of the development be open space including specified recreation facilities. The
Town granted the project Traditional Neighborhood Development Plan approval for the first two phases
in 2006. '

1-13




Stagecoach Crossing

This development received traditional neighborhood development plan approval in 2005 for up to 1,225
units, but the approval expired and a new plan would have to be approved before development could
begin. The Stagecoach Crossing annexation agreement provided for the conveyance to the Town of a 31-
acre parcel for recreation.

Outer La Plata area

As noted above, it is important for this plan to consider the area around the Town of La Plata. This
CPRMP estimates the population of this Outer La Plata Area (OLPA) in 2010 at approximately 5,400%.

h - Population projections.

Population projections for this CPRMP are shown in Table 1-7. They forecast an approximate doubling
of the Town’s population from 10,000 in 2010 to approximately 25,000 in 2030, and an increase in the
population of the Town and the Oute1 La Plata Area from approximately 15,400 in 2010 to approximately
33,600.

Projections for the Town are drawn from the Town’s 2009 Comprehensive Plan. These projections were
prepared prior to the recession that began in 2008 and they anticipated rapid development of the Town’s
development pipeline (Table 1-6). From the vantage point of late 2010 and the continued slow demand
for new housing, these projections appear unlikely to be realized. However, for consistency purposes it
was decided that the CPRMP should use the same projections as the Comprehensive Plan. If the
projections are not realized, this will not invalidate the Plan’s recommendations, and the only material
effect on them would be to push the implementation time frame out further into the future.

Projections for the Outer La Plata Area were developed for the CPRMP. The main driver for the
population increase here is the anticipated future development of the village of Wooded Glen, the part of
St. Charles to the north east of La Plata.

Table 1-7 Population Projections

2010 2020 2030
Town of La Plata 10,000 20,884 25,000
Outer La Plata Area 5,384 7,040 8,636
Total Town and Outer La Plata Area 15,384 27,924 33,636

Sources: Town of La Plata - Town of La Plata Comprehensive Plan; Outer La Plata Area-ERM.

? Based on approximately 5,400 total housing units in Town and the Outer La Plata Area (Maryland PropertyView). Outer La
Plata is the area outside Town within the map border of Map 1.
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Chapter 2 Needs Assessment

The needs assessment is an important part of the CPRMP providing the basis for the Plan’s
recommendations in Chapter 3. The needs assessment incorporated a broad range of inputs, both
quantitative and qualitative. This type of assessment, sometimes called triangulation, ensures that all
perspectives are considered in a balanced way.

To ensure that the Plan included a broad perspective, the process included analyses of supply, demand,
and need for PROS in the Town including consideration of the Outer La Plata Area, benchmarking
against other towns, and a public input process that included meetings and surveys.

2.1 PROS Land Needs

The amount of PROS land needed to satisfy the existing and future demand is an important question for
the CPRMP to ensure that as the town grows it provides adequate PROS to meet the needs of future
residents. Guidelines exist to help communities determine how much land they will need, but ultimately
' the decision rests with the community. Some communities will wish to have relatively more PROS,
others will feel they need relatively less. Economics is a consideration; more PROS may mean less
taxable land and more maintenance and upkeep costs. Ultimately the decision comes down to values;
how green, in terms of PROS, does a community wish to be? S

A starting point is the State of Maryland which has a longstanding goal for counties. of 30 acres of PROS
per 1,000 population. Counties, of course, are expected to provide a wider variety of PROS than towns
including regional parks and agricultural and natural resource preservation. Municipalities, being more

urban, generally have lower acreage goals. ‘The City of Rockville, for example, has a goal of 18 acres per

1,000 population. Towns surveyed as part of the CPRMP benchmarking process ranged widely in terms
of how PROS acreage they provide from a low of seven acres per 1,000 population to a high of 34 acres
per 1,000 (La Plata and Elkton).

What then is an appropriate future goal for the Town of La Plata? To move towards an answer to this
question the Town’s current and future resources can be reviewed from different perspectives (see Table
2-1).

Table 2-1 Acreage goal analysis

Town of La Plata Acres of PROS per 1,000 Population

2010 [ 2020 | 2030

1. All PROS 34 28 24
2. All parks and recreation sites (Town and Non-Town owned) - 20 22 18
3. Town-owned PROS 14 19 16
4, Town-owned parks and recreation sites 9 10 9
5. Goal of 20 acres/1000 of Town PROS 200 418 500
Additional Need 61| 279 | 361

6. Goal of 30 acres/1000 of Town PROS 300 627 | 750
Additional Need ‘ 161 488 611

Source: Table 1-2.

Note: Rows 1, 2 and 3 assume the addition of approximately 250 acres of PROS by 2020; Heritage Green 220 acres and
Stagecoach 31 acres. Row 4 assumes the addition of approximately 125 acres of parks and recreation sites by 2020 (half of 250).
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e Table2-1 (row'1) shows that counting all PROS in the Town®, by 2030 there will be 24 acres of
PROS per 1,000 population. The number goes down from the 34 acres per 1,000 in 2010 because
while the Town will add approximately 250 acres of PROS by 2020 (see table note) demand for
PROS will increase due to the growing population (25,000 in 2030).

o Table 2-1 (row 2) shows that counting only the parks and recreation sites, that is excluding natural
resource areas such as Clark Run (to which there is currently very little access), there will be 18 acres
per 1,000 population in 2030. :

« Table 2-1 (row 3) shows that counting only Town-owned PROS, that is excluding the 202 acres
owned by Charles County Public Schools, there will be 16 acres per 1,000 population in 2030.

e Table2-1 (row 4) shows that counting only Town-owned parks and recreation sites, there will be nine
acres per thousand in 2030.

Table 2-1 row 5 shows that were the Town to adopt a goal of 20 acres per 1,000 population of Town
owned PROS (parks and recreation sites and natural resource areas), there would be a current need of 61
acres to meet the goal and a 2030 need of 361 acres.

Table 2-1 row 6 shows that were the Town to adopt a goal of 30 acres per 1,000 population of Town
owned PROS (parks and recreation sites and natural resource areas), there would be a current need of 161
acres to meet the goal and a 2030 need of 611 acres. Note that these need numbers exclude land that
could be dedicated to the Town in developments such as Heritage Green, so if 250 acres were dedicated
per Table 2-1, the additional 2030 need would be reduced to 361 acres.

Based on the discussion above, this CPRMP recommends the Town adopt a goal of providing 20 acres
per 1,000 population of Town owned PROS (parks and recreation sites and natural resource areas), of
which at least half (10 acres per 1,000) should be parks and recreation sites. This goal is quite aggressive
but is also achievable. It will put the Town in the upper end of towns with respect to their recreation
acreage goals, and will be consistent with a vision of a town that is, overall, relatively low density and .

green.

3 344 acres of which the Town prov1des 142 acres, with the remaining 202 acres owned by Charles County Public
Schools (Table 1-1).




2.2 Facilities Needs

The CPRMP included a supply versus demand needs analysis to evaluate the number of facilities needed
to satisfy the existing and future demand for 16 types of recreational facilities and activities. The analysis
used three time frames: current (2010), mid-range (2020), and long-range (2030). Two analyses were
conducted; one for facilities within the Town, and one that included facilities both in the Town and in the
Outer La Plata Area (OLPA), since these facilities are accessible to Town residents and help meet

demand.

The supply comprised existing facilities in the Town’s PROS inventory including facilities in public
schools in the Town that are available for public recreation (Table 1-2). Daily carrying capacity and
season length data for each facility/activity were defined by ERM based on past studies.

Demand was derived from the population projections and from recreation participation rates among the
general population for different activities!. Detailed tables showing the results for the supply, demand,
and needs analyses are provided in Appendix A. The electronic version of the supply and demand tables
(available from the Town) includes explanatory comments indicating and explaining where changes were
made to baseline demand, season length or daily carrying capacity data.

Table 2-2 summarizes the results of the supply versus demand analysis. It lists the supply of existing
facilities and shows the calculated facilities surplus or deficit for 2010, 2020 and 2030.

La Plata High School outdoor pool
is the only pool in Town open to the
general public. The supply versus
demand analysis shows strong
demand for swimming.

Participation rates were initially derived from Donald F. Norris and Royce Hanson, Participation in Local Park
and Recreation Activities in Maryland 4 Survey of Households in Maryland and Seven Sub-State Regions,
Maryland Institute for Policy Analysis and Research, 2003. ERM modified some participation rates based on
local knowledge and experience to better represent the actual/expected participation in these activities in the

Town.
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Table 2-2-

Summary of PROS Facilities Needs

Note: A positive demand nuinber (without parenthesis) indicates a facility surplus. A number in parenthesis indicates a
facility deficit. For example, 2030 demand in the Town shows a deficit of three indoor basketball courts.

Activity Facility Type F?:cjfltlltl:i Facilities Surplus or (Deficit)
. (1) 12010 (2)] 2020 (3)]2030 (4
Baseball/ Softball Diamonds 12 7 3 1
Basketball (indoor) Courts 4 1 (2) “(3)
Basketball (outdoor) Courts 9 7 5 4
Dog Activities / dog park (off-leash) Acres 0 (0.3) (D) (1)
Field Sports (soccer, multi-use) Multi-Purpose fields 10 6 2 0
Field Sports (football) Football fields 1 1 0 0
Golf Courses 0 (0.3) () (1)
Indoor sports/fitness Gyms/Fitness Rooms 4 0.5 (3) (5)
Playgrounds/ Tot-Lots Playgrounds - 15 13 12 11
Picnic Pavilions Shelters 4 2 (1.1 (2)
Skateboarding Skateboard Courts 0 (1) (1.6) (2)
Swimming Pools (outdoor) Pools 1] 0.34 (0.37) (0.6)
Swimming Pools (indoor) Pools 0 (0.2) (0.4) (0.4)
Tennis Courts 9 7 - 6 5
Trails: hike, bike, nature Trail miles 1.8 (3) (8) (10)
Volleyball (outdoor) Courts 0.5 (0) €)) (1)

Summary Needs - Town of La Plata and Outer La Plata Area
Ac tivity Facility Type F]j:;llsltll::egs Facilities Surplus or (Deficit)
1) 2010 (2) | 2020 (3) | 2030 (4)
Baseball/ Softball Diamonds 29 22 17 15
Basketball (indoor) Courts 5 1 (3) (5)
Basketball (outdoor) Courts 9 6 4 - 2
Dog Activities / dog park (off-leash) Acres -3 3 2 2
Field Sports (soccer, multi-use) Multi-Purpose fields 25 19 14 12
Field Sports (football) Football fields 3 2 2 2
Golf Courses 2 2 1 1
Indoor sports/fitness Gyms/Fitness Rooms 5 ((0)] (5) (D
"IPlaygrounds/ Tot-Lots Playgrounds 18 16 14 13
Picnic Pavilions - |Shelters 9 5 2 1
Skateboarding Skateboard Courts 1} - 0) 1 (2)
Swimming Pools (outdoor) Pools : 1 (0.0) €)) (1)
Swimming Pools (indoor) Pools 1 0.2 04 -7
Tennis Courts 23 21 19 18
Trails: hike, bike, nature Trail miles 5.3 (2) (7)) (10)
Courts 1.5 1 (0) (0)

Volleyball (outdoor)

(1) Town of La Plata PROS Inventory.

(2) Needs Report Column 4. (3) Needs Report Column 7. (4) Needs Report Column 10.

Notes in the electronic version of the spreadsheets explain the assumptions behind the numbers in each report.




A sample calculation for indoor basketball is as follows: Four courts in 2010 provide a total supply of
25,600 annual play occasions (based on 160 day season and daily court capacity of 40 players; 160x40x4).
Demand in 2010 was 18,417 play occasions based on participation rate of 10.5% (survey derived) of the .
town’s population and an annual participation frequency of 17.54 occasions (10,000x0.105x17.54). Supply
minus demand divided by annual carrying capacity per court gives the 2010 surplus of 1.12: (25,600-

18,417)/6,400.

In summary the results show the following: .

High future demand

Basketball indoor (by 2030 3 courts in Town, 5 courts in Town plus OLPA)
Sports fitness indoor (by 2030 5 rooms in Town, 7 rooms in Town plus OLPA)

Skateboard courts (by 2030 2 courts in Town) ‘
Swimming pools (by 2030 0.6 outdoor pools in Town plus 0.4 indoor pools; in

‘Town plus OLPA 1 outdoor pool, 0.7 indoor pools).

Moderate future dema

(
Little future demand

Trails (by 2030 10 miles in Town and in Town plus OLPA)
nd Dog parks (by 2030 one acre in Town, 2 acres in Town plus OLPA)

Volleyball outdoor (by 2030 zero court demand in Town and in Town plus
OLPA)

Picnic pavilions (by 2030 2 shelters in Town)

Basketball outdoor (by ‘2030 4 courts surplus in Town)

Field sports (by 2030 zero field demand in Town, surplus in Town plus OLPA)
Golf (by 2030 one course surplus in Town plus OLPA) -

Playgrounds/tot lots (by 2030 11 playgrounds surplus in Town)

Tennis (by 2030 5 court surplus in Town)

The results are incorporated into the recommended PROS development program in Chapter 3.

Above left, dog park at Turkey Hill Park. Right golf course.at White Plains Regional Park. The

Supp

Iy versus demand analysis shows moderate demand for a dog park but low demand for golf.




2.3 Recreation Surveys

Two surveys are relevant to the CPRMP, a 2009 Town of La Plata National Citizen Sur‘}eyTM, conducted
independent of the CPRMP, and a recreation survey conducted in 2010 especially for the CPRMP.

2.3.1 2009 National Citizen Survey™ :

The 2009 National Citizen Survey™ was a scientific town-wide mail survey and asked questions across a
very broad range of matters including overall community quality, community design, transportation,
health and wellness, civic engagement, as well as parks and reereation. 1,200 households, randomly
selected, received the survey, and 409 households completed it, providing a response rate of 35%, which -
is within the response rates generally obtained on local government resident surveys. One interesting
element of the 2009 National Citizen Survey™ is that it benchmarks the Town on each response against
other comparable communities nationwide.

Recreation opportunities in the Town of La Plata were rated moderately and services related to parks and
recreation were rated somewhat positively. Town parks and recreation centers or facilities were rated

similar to the benchmark. Recreation opportunities received the lowest rating. Given the relatively
modest level of development of PROS in the Town, these findings are probably not surprising:

*  41% of respondents ranked recreational opportunities as good. 9% ranked them as excellent.
*  58% of respondents ranked ease of walking in La Plata as either fair or poor.

e 71% of respondents ranked ease of bicycle travel as either fair or poor.

® 67% of respondents ranked availability of paths and walking trails as either fair or poor.

e 81% of respondents had visited a neighborhood park or Town park at least once in the prior 12
months.

e 48% of respondents had not participated in a recreation program or activity in the prior 12 months.

Survey participants were asked the following policy question relevant to PROS: to what extent.do you,
support or oppose La Plata developing a downtown square to enhance opportunities for community
events and resident-oriented downtown business? 42% strongly supported this and 45% supported this
somewhat. ' '

2.3.2 Recreation Survey

The CPRMP recreation survey was conducted during the summer of 2010. The survey was conducted
over the internet and respondents to the survey were self selected. The survey was, therefore, nota
scientific survey like the 2009 National Citizen Survey™, but the results of the survey are interesting and
provide useful input into the CPRMP.

The survey was hosted by SurveyMonkey an online survey firm (SurveyMonkey.com). The survey
opened in June 2010 and remained open till August 27", The survey was advertised in Town Notes, the
Town newsletter, which is mailed to every home and business in Town. In addition a link to survey was
on the Town’s website home page for the duration of the survey. The following section describes the key
findings from the survey. The actual questionnaire and a more detailed summary of the results are in

Appendix B.
Respondents

90 persons responded to the survey. 67 respondents (78% of the total) were town residents. Of these,
62% had lived in the Town for 10 or fewer years. 99% of respondents owned their own home; one
respondent only was a renter. 89% were white and 6% were black or African American. 95% of
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respondents reported their household income in 2009 at $50,000 or higher. 62% of respondents reported
their household income in 2009 at $100,000 or higher. '

The profile of respondents is somewhat different from the actual demographics in the Town. The data in
the preceding paragraph may be compared to Table 1-5 in Chapter 1 (Demographic and Socio-Economic
Data from the 2000 Census). While the two datasets are not directly comparable, they show that more of
the respondents to the recreation survey were white, they had a higher rate of homeownership, and had
higher household incomes. That said, the responses are valuable, and not least because they are the
responses of people who care sufficiently about recreation to complete the survey, and their views should

be valued.

Results

Questions 1 and 2. 77% of respondents had visited a Town park in the prior 12 months. ‘The most visited
parks were Wills Park and Town Hall Park, followed by Tilghman Lake and Silver Linden.

Questions 3 and 4. 87% of respondents had visited a non-Town park in or near the Town in the prior 12
months. The five most visited parks were, from highest to lowest, Laurel Springs Regional, La Plata
High School / Matula Elementary School, White Plains Regional, Somers Middle School, and Turkey
Hill. .

Questions 5 and 6. Respondents were asked to indicate which parks or recreation facilities they thought
would be most needed now or in the future and which ones would not be needed. The following were
indicated as needed or not needed now:

Strong need ‘ ‘No need
« Community/recreation center ¢ Ballfields
- Playgrounds, tot lots | ¢ Dog park
o Swimming indoor -» Fitness/weight room
o Swimming outdoor -+ Golf course
» Walking/biking trails . Parkiﬁg

o Skateboarding

Walking path along Redwood Lake.
The CPRMP envisions an
interconnected townwide trail
system (see Chapter 3)




Comments
The survey input is generally consistent with the facilities needs analysis (Section 2.2 above).

The “strong need” identified for a community/recreation center is somewhat contradicted by the “no-
need” identified for a fitness/weight room. Community/recreation centers frequently contain
fitness/weight rooms. While 38% of respondents identified no need for a fitness/weight room, 28%
identified “strong need”. The presence of private gyms in Town may have influenced these results.

The “strong need” identified for playgrounds, tot lots is somewhat contradicted by the little future-demand
identified in the facilities needs analysis. This may reflect the current locations of playgrounds/ tot lots in
relation to neighborhoods or their perceived lack of quality (see open end response comments in
Appendix B).

39% of respondents identified “no need” for skateboarding. This is inconsistent the facilities needs
analysis (Section 2.2 above) and may reflect that nearly all respondents to the survey were adults.

51% of respondents identified “no need” for golf. This is consistent with the facilities needs analysis and
is noteworthy in light of the golf course contemplated as part of the Heritage Green development.

Many respondents provided additional comments to this question (see Appendix B).

Questions 7 and 8. Respondents generally (30% to 40%) rated programs provided by Charles County or
by volunteer/non-profit recreation associations as good. Many respondents provided additional comments
to this question (see Appendix B). : :

Questions 9 -11. 82% of respondents reported feeIing safe when using parks and recreation facilities in
the Town. The 2009 National Citizen Survey™ also asked about safety and La Plata ranked generally
above the benchmarks on this measure. Nevertheless, this is a number the Town should try to increase.

. Many respondents provided additional comments to this question (see Appendix B), and several

respondents recommended more lighting.

Questions 12 and 13. 61% of respondents supported the future creation of a Town recreation
department. 33% wanted more information. Many respondents provided additional comments to this
question (see Appendix B).

Questions 14 and 15. 80% of respondents agreed that availability of recreation classes, parks and
facilities was important to their satisfaction with living in La Plata. 25% agreed that-they were not
familiar with the parks, facilities, and recreation programs available in La Plata. 75% felt that additional
parks were needed in La Plata. 62% said they would pay reasonable user fees to maintain/improve parks
and recreation areas in La Plata (note that the term “reasonable” was not defined).

2.4 Benchmarking

Since La Plata is transitioning from a smaller to a larger town with additional responsibilities and
resident/business expectations, the Town felt it would be valuable to hear firsthand other towns’
experience in starting and managing a Recreation and Parks department. The Town convened a half-day
round-table focus group meeting to which representatives from towns similar in size to what La Plata will
be were invited. The following towns were invited: Elkton, Wicomico County (Salisbury), Takoma Park,
Hyattsville, Aberdeen, Easton, Greenbelt, Laurel, and Westminster.

The meeting, held on July 26, 2010 comprised an open discussion of how these towns are responding to
current challenges, what innovations their departments are using, how they are responding to fiscal and
other constraints, and what standards or benchmarks they use.

The meeting was valuable and yielded a number of insights for the CPRMP:

1. Budgets are tight and facilities need to be self-supporting to the greatest extent possible. It has
become harder to support subsides for recreation programs. Recreation departments must not be seen
as a drain on the tax base.
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2. Towns want departments but must find models of working cooperatively with counties.. A dedicated
department gives more control and staff that are fully responsible and dedicated to the Town’s - .

recreation assets. :
3. Towns are generally too small to provide “special facilities” such as civic centers; these are provided

by or in coordination with counties. .
4. Cooperation and coordination with outside organizations and entities must be the name of the game

going forward.
5. Having a clear vision is vital. A program that the public can be excited about and rally around should

have short, medium and long-range options for implementation.

A summary of the meeting is in Appendix C.

2.5

Conclusions

Based on the needs assessment the following conclusions may be drawn. These form the basis for the
recommendations in Chapter 3. '

1. The Town has the potential for an excellent parks and recreation system:

There are a lot of PROS in the Town, especially counting both Town and non-Town PROS

There is development interest in the Town; the four large developments (Agricopia, Heritage
Green, Steeplechase, and Stagecoach) can make a significant contribution to the Town’s future
PROS needs.

Tilghman Lake Park is a beautiful, underutilized site with unusual potential to be a very special
space for the community.

The Town has shown its interest and commitment to an excellent parks and recreation system by
i) adopting robust dedication and reservation of park land requirements including a high fee-in-
lieu requirement and, ii) commissioning this Parks and Recreation Master Plan. The Town is
planning proactively before major development overwhelmingly commits the Town.

Charles County and Charles County Public Schools PROS in and near the Town, such as Laurel
Springs Park, supplement Town owned PROS. ‘

Survey data show that residents value recreation opportunities as important to their satisfaction
with living in La Plata and believe that additional parks are needed.

2. Alarger parks system means higher capital, operating and maintenance costs which may be offset by

gro

wth. This CPRMP gives the Town a tool to understand the budgetary and fiscal consequences of a

larger system (see discussion in Chapter 3).

3. The Town’s existing parks do not constitute a true system of “public” parks.

There are only two community parks, Tilghman Lake and Town Hall Park. Tilghman Lake has
limited accessibility and is largely undeveloped®. Town Hall Park has proven popular as a public
gathering place, but is small and has few facilities. oo B

Wills Memorial Park was “the” town park when La Plata was a small town. With the Town’s
geographic expansion, it is an important neighborhood park but is not well located to serve a
community-wide role.

The other neighborhood parks (Silver Linden, Redwood Lake and Agricopia) are on the east side

of Town. There are no neighborhood parks west of US 301 or west of Clark Run north of MD 6.

3 Though the Town plans to add parking and restrooms in 2011.
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10. The Town needs to work cooperatively with Charles County to

Carroll La Plata Park and Phoenix Run Parks I and II are mini parks, but play an important role in
serving the Town’s denser, lower income neigh_borhoods.

The Town lacks land near the center of Town fhat can serve as a large community park for existing

and future residents.

Town spending on parks is relatively low. InFY 2011, the opera;cing budget for recreation was

approximately $195,000 or three percent of the Town’s total operating budget. The Town has been
ut grant funds are insufficient to meet all

quite successful in obtaining grants for park upgrades, b
capital needs.

Somers recreation center, is an asset to the Town, but the Town does not own or manage it, so it does
not contribute as much to Town life as it could if it were a Town facility.

The Town’s dedication and reservation of park land requirements have been applied somewhat

inconsistently:

e Agricopia Park is a well-located park that will be an asset to the Town as a whole as well as to the

Agricopia community.

o Silver Linden Park was dedicated to the Town through the development process but it essentially
serves residents of the subdivision. It does not feel like a public park, though it is Town-
maintained and few non-residents have been observed using it.

o Steeplechase is providing open space for residents, but it will be private. As such Steeplechase
has not contributed to the Town’s “public” parks and recreation system.

s been carefully evaluated to ensure they

o Dedication and reservation requirements have not alway
at do not dedicate or reserve PROS.

equate in value to the fee-in-lieu paid by developments th

The major PROS needs are:
e Community parks e Community recreation center
» Indoor basketball ' o Indoor sports fitness
«  Skateboard courts o Trails walking, biking

o Swimming pool, indoor and outdoor o Playgrounds, tot lots in select locations

deliver PROS facilities and services.

lities and services the Town is best suited to provide, leaving other

The Town should provide the faci
manage and schedule field

services to be provided by the County. The Town is not suited to provide,
complexes for baseball/softball, soccer, football or lacrosse.

Town Hall Park located
adjacent to Town Hall. The
park has proven popular as a
public gathering place, but is
too small to serve as a multi-
functional community park.
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Chapter 3 Recommendations

This chapter contains the reéommendations for parks, recreation and open space (PROS) for the Town of
La Plata.

3.1 Vision, objectives

This CPRMP proposes the following vision for Town of La Plata’s Parks and Recreation system:

An interconnected system of high quality, public parks and open spaces linked to neighborhoods and
the downtown by continuous pedestrian and bicycle connections

~ Objectives ‘
1. Create strategically located, community and neighborhood parks.

2. Meet identified facilities needs especially for indoor recreation and sports fitness, walking and
swimming. -

3. Meet the full range of recreational needs of Town residents including the young, the elderly, and the
disabled.

4. Ensure that new development in Town provides on-site recreation and open space, but also
contributes its fair share to the public PROS system.

Create a natural resource area/ greenway along Clark Run as a spine through the heart of Town.
Attend to the Town’s existing parks as well as develop new parks.

7. Work cooperatively with Charles County to deliver PROS facilities and services. Provide the
facilities and services the Town is best suited to provide.

8. Enspre that the recommended PROS systém is one the Town can afford to build, manage and
maintain, ‘ :

The physical components of the vision are shown on Map 4, summarized in Table 3-1, and described in

more detail in the following sections.

3.2 Recommended PROS program

3.2.1 New Parks /Recreation Areas
a. Community Park 1

Community Park 1 would be on the east side US 301, north of MD 6. 1t is envisioned as a 20 to 25 acre
town-owned park that would serve as a neighborhood park for residents/employees of Heritage Green as
well as a community park for the town as a whole, meeting the need for a large park near La Plata’s
geographic center. -The tentative location shown on Map 4 is in the southern portion of Heritage Green,
off Heritage Green Parkway. The current approved Heritage Green Development Plan does not show a
park in this location. As part of a redesign of the Development Plan an alternative location could be
proposed, but it is important that this park be close to MD 6 where it will be readily accessible from all
parts of Town by car, bicycle or on foot.

Community Park 1 is envisioned as an active multi-use park with an open grass area suitable for outdoor
events, fairs or festivals, picnic pavilions, a playground, parking, and special uses such as an outdoor
skate spot. The park should have trail/sidewalk links to the townwide walking/biking trail system
including the Clark Run greenway (see below) and Kent Avenue so that the park can help serve the
underserved area between Heritage Green and Washington Avenue that currently lacks a neighborhood
park. .
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The tentative location shown on Map 4 is in Heritage Green Development Plan Area 1D, east of the
elementary school site. If this location is selected (which would require relocation of a few townhouse
lots on the current Development Plan) there could be synergies between the school site and the park.

Community Park 1 is also envisioned as the location for a community recreation center as identified in the
needs assessment. The size and scale details of this center are yet to be determined but preliminarily it
might contain: a medium/large gymnasium (large enough for 2-3 basketball/volleyball courts); indoor
fitness rooms/studios (for meetings, yoga, dance); meeting rooms; a lounge; an arts studio space (e.g. for
pottery ). See Chart 1 fora discussion of community recreation centers.

Community Park 1 is also envisioned as the location an indoor/outdoor pool as identified in the needs
assessment. As with the community recreation center the size and scale details of this pool are yet to be
determined. It could be a pool that would be open air in the summer and covered with a bubble for winter
use. There is a pool like this in Great Mills in St. Mary’s County. It could be like the aquatics center that
opened in 2010 in Prince Frederick that has a retractable roof.

The Edward Hall Aquatic Center in Prince Fyederick
opened in 2010.

Skate park at White Plains Regional Park. There are no
other skate parks in or near La Plata, and the CPRMP
recommends one to two skate spot in Town.
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Table 3-1 PROS Improvement Plan Summary
PROS Type Location Key elements Develop-
ment time
frame

Heritage Green, south

Active town park close to the center

&

feet). See map.

a Community East side US 301, Pre 2020
Park 1 north of MD 6 central area. of town to serve residents/employees :
Potential desirable of Heritage Green as well as the town
location: Development as a whole.
Plan Area 1D, on Potential location for community
Heritage Green recreation center.
Parkway across from
elementary school site.
b Community Town Center Northern terminus of Downtown Park to serve the townas | Pre 2020
Park 2 La Grange Avenue a whole including downtown
extended businesses. Urban square/plaza for
: community events with
fountain/water feature; (a spray
ground?) ; covered structure
(pergola);
c Neighborhood | Westside US Ideal location would Town park to serve existing and Pre 2020
Park 1 301, on or close be close to MD 6. future residents west of US 301.
to Quailwood Other potential :
Parkway locations: north parcel
of Steeplechase, or in
Stagecoach. . » -
d Neighborhood | Eastside US 301, | Potential desirable Town park to serve 2020 to
Park 2 north of MD 6, location: residents/employees of Heritage 2030
near Rosewick Development Plan Green :
Road Area 2D, Rosewick Possible future fields
Road at Heritage :
Green Parkway
e Natural Clark Run Rosewick Road south Natural, wooded area serving as a By 2030
Resource Area/ to existing Clark Run north-south spine through the town. :
Greenway natural area Possible natural surface trail.
f Townwide Townwide On-road and off-road Walking/biking Ongoing
walking/biking trails (approximately
trail system 15 miles -80,600 linear

Town center .

Town center

g@ ‘ 2 % gk ety
g Wills Park St. Mary's Upgrade, redevelop to improve use, By 2020
Avenue functionality as neighborhood park,
with potentially some community-
wide functions
h Tilghman Lake | Box Elder Road Upgrade for community-wide use By 2030
Park with focus on passive, natural

resource based activities

S
Pocket parks/open spaces to enhance

Soccer Field

pocket parks : downtown
i Community West side US 301 | Hawthorne Rd (MD Potential future community park west. | Post 2030
Park 3 225). Existing La side US 301, in collaboration with
Plata Park (private) Charles County. (opportunity site)
Help meet future regional demand for
fields, active recreation
k Courthouse Maintain




Chart1 Community Recreation Centers

The CPRMP found strong need and support for a community recreation center in La Plata. Communities
around the country continue to develop community centers as a focus for community life. Research
conducted for the CPRMP found that capital development costs for centers vary very widely (from $2 to
$3 million up to $18 million) depending on size and features. Operating cost recovery from users also

Left: Community Recreation Center aﬁd . Right: Community Recreation Center,
Library, Glenwood (Howard County) ‘ Truxtun Park, Annapolis




b. Community Park 2

Community Park 2 is envisioned as a 1.5 to three-acre, downtown park
to serve the town as a whole including downtown businesses. The
tentative location is the northern terminus of La Grange Avenue
extended, a site identified in the Town’s 2001 Plan for the Future of
Downtown La Plata. This CPRMP envisions the park as, in part, an
urban square/plaza for community events and gatherings. Since La
Plata is the County seat, some of these events could have a countywide
function.
The park might include features such as a plaza, a fountain/water
feature, shaded/covered areas, a band shell, and cultural elements.
During the CPRMP planning process several people suggested
building a children’s spray ground in La Plata, and this downtown park
could be great location for this. If an area as large as three acres could
be obtained, the park could include lawn or wooded areas. It may also
be possible to site a relocated La Plata library with the park, which
would offer great synergy (see photo of the City of Rockville on this
page. Popfdar spray ground.at Nicolet Park in
Lexington Park. During the CPRMP process
In 2009 42% of Town of La Plata National Citizen Survey™ survey some plan participants expressed strong support
participants strongly supported La Plata developing a downtown for a spray ground in La Plata.

square (see above Section 2.3).
c. Neighborhood Park ]

The redevelopment of Rockville's Town Center in 2004
created a popular new, central, and multi-use location for
residents, workers and visitors. Rockvzlle library in
background
Neighborhood Park 1 would be a town park on the west side US 301 to serve the needs of current and
future residents on that side of Town. A specific location has not been identified. The current need is for
residents north of MD 6, but future development will be largely south of MD 6 (Steeplechase and
Stagecoach). The ideal location would be where it could serve the whole west side, on or close to
Quailwood Parkway (and the town-wide walking/biking trail system)-and close to MD 6 (possibly as part

of Phase II of Steeplechase).

The park is envisioned as a 10 to 15 acre neighborhood park similar in function to Wills Memorial Park.
The focus would be passive with an open field/lawn area, playground, picnic areas/pavilions, and poss1b1y
a community bu11d1ng ‘Special features might include a fitness course or a multi-generational

playground
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d. Neighborhood Park 2

Neighborhood Park 2 would be on the east side of US 301, north of MD 6, near Rosewick Road. Itis
intended as a Town neighborhood park, similar in function and facilities to Wills Park and Neighborhood
Park 1, to serve residents/employees of Heritage Green, especially towards its northern end. A potential
desirable location is off Heritage Green Parkway in Heritage Green Development Plan Area 1D close to
the Clark Run Greenway. This location is also close to existing lakes near the railroad tracks that could
be connected to the park for water-oriented recreation. The Heritage Green Development Plan shows a
golf driving range in this vicinity. Even if the Heritage Green golf course is not developed, a driving
range might be retained as an adjunct facility to the park. '

Heritage Green is currently expected to develop from south to north. Therefore, Neighborhood Park 2 is
not expected to be heeded until the out years of this CPRMP, after 2020. It is envisioned as a 20 to 30
acre park, larger than the other neighborhood parks. This additional acreage would provide additional
potential area for ball fields or multi-purpose fields, if demand for these increases above that envisioned
in this CPRMP,

As the population ages, multi-generational playgrounds are
being developed. These pictures are Jrom the Britain's first
playground for the over-60s which opened in 2008 in
Manchester. A similar park opened in Berlin, inspired by
fitness parks in Beijing.

e Clark Run Natural Resource Area Greenway

Clark Run flows from just north of Rosewick Road south through the entire town before turning east
towards Zekiah Swamp Run. The Town owns an approximately 42-acre portion of the Clark Run
floodplain and adjoining environmientally sensitive areas on the south side of Town.

‘This CPRMP envisions the entire length of Clark Run through the Town as a Town-owned natural
area/greenway, a wooded north-south spine through the town. It would be managed primarily to conserve
open space and environmentally sensitive areas of Clark Run, the only active recreation being a possible
north-south natural surface trail, and one ot two hard-surface east-west crossings to complete portions of
the Townwide walking/biking trail system. These crossings might need to be elevated to protect
environmentally sensitive areas. A natural trail along Clark Run would complement the on-road trail
envisioned to be built along Heritage Green Parkway.

f Town-wide walking/biking trail system

This CPRMP recommends a Town-wide walking/biking trail system, as shown on Map 4. The system
responds to the needs assessment which indicates a strong need/desire for safe places to walk and bike.
The recommended system builds on the existing and planned pedestrian and bicycle system map in the
Town’s 2009 Transportation Plan, but also includes connections to the parks and open space system
described in this CPRMP. Recreational trail components of the system are shown on Map 4. The map
from the Transportation Plan is presented as Map 5%, The two maps need to be read together.

Key additions to the Transportation Plan’s pedestrian and bicycle system map in this CPRMP are:

8 Note that this map was revised in 2010.

3-7




¢ Trail between Agricopia Park, the Clark Run greenway, and Heritage Green.
Trail (soft, natural surface) along Clark Run. Connections to Heritage Green, Community Park-1 and

Neighborhood Park 2.
Trail between Redwood Lake, through Clark Run Natural Area, to East Patuxent Drive (thence to

Mitchell Elementary /Somers Middle, and Wills Park.
Map 5 Existing and Planned Pedestrian and Bicycle System

WORFARMES

Charles County, Marviond

Existing & Planned - Pedestiton & Bicycle Svstems
i, tegend: - o !

s . choef
W pvemosmin: . Aol ;
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Source: Town of La Plata Transportation Plan.
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The townwide system is envisioned as a combination of mostly on-road trails and sidewalks, plus some
off-road trails. Some segments of the system already exist such as the trails along Rosewick Road and
through Laurel Springs and Tilghman Lake parks, and sidewalks in portions of the town center. Map 4
includes approximately 15 miles (80,600 linear feet) of new trails that combined would create a system
connecting La Plata’s neighborhoods — east and west of US 301 with the Town center and all the major
proposed parks. Sidewalks rather than trails are proposed in the town center, except perhaps the natural
trail along Clark Run. Unfortunately there are no good options for safe, east-west, pedestrian-bicycle
crossings of US 301. An elevated or tunnel crossing is theoretically possible but the leve] of use would
likely not justify the cost. This CPRMP recommends that crossings be at the signals at Rosewick Road
and at MD 6, as well as at Old Stagecoach Road, and that over time, as trail system use increases, the
crossings be made more visible to traffic on US 301 by means such as signage, lights, and pavement
treatment (such as color or rumble strips).

The CPRMP envisions that portions of the system would be built as part of developer recreation

opportunities requirements. Others would be built by the Town using fees-in-lieu or other capital or grant

funds.

Walking/biking trail around Tilghman Lake Hiker-biker trail along RosewickRoad and St.
Park. The CPRMP envisions an interconnected Charles Parkway on the north side of Town.
-townwide trail system. . :

3.22  Existing Parks/Recreation Areas

While much of the focus of this CPRMP is on new PROS to serve the Town’s future growth areas,
continued attention to and investment in existing PROS is very important so that they continue to
contribute to their neighborhoods and to Town life.

g. Wills Memorial Park

Wills Memorial Park is currently the most developed park in town. The Town completed some minor
upgrades in 2010 including resurfacing the tennis and basketball courts, and a new volleyball court and
play equipment, but the park needs a major upgrade. It is envisioned to remain a neighborhood park, but
could potentially have some community-wide functions.

As part of the CPRMP a “concépt” redevelopment plan was prepared for Wills Park, see Figure 1. The
plan is a concept intended to show potentials, stimulate ideas and discussion, and get order of magnitude
costs. Before a specific plan is adopted as a basis for construction it should be reviewed and discussed

with the local community and revised as appropriate. It is unlikely that all ideas in the concept would be
incorporated into the final plan. :
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The following ideas are incorporated into the concept:

o Creation of a central, more functional entrance e Upgraded, expanded community building. v
road and parking area

¢ Conversion of ex1st1ng practice ball fieldintoa - Five picnic pavilions
“great lawn” suitable for informal play, as well
as neighborhood events and picnics )
~ s Dogpark g e Retention of woods on west side. Trails

through the woods.

e Amphitheater for performance events. ¢ Retention of existing basketball court,
volleyball courts and play equipment

To assist in discussions with the community, Appendix D contains a detailed cost estimate for the Wills
Park concept plan. The total cost estimate is approximately $2.5 million. This is on its face a high figure,
but note that it includes a 30% contingency, and, as noted above, the concept contains features that might
not be incorporated into a final plan. One final cost observation, fee-in-lieu funds from new development
could not be used for Wills Park except for any portions of the upgrade that could be clearly demonstrated
to be serving new growth. '

h. Tilghman Lake Park

As noted in Chapters 1 and 2, Tllghman Lake Park is a large, beautiful site with unusual potential to.be a
very special space for the community. During the CPRMP process it was described on several occasions
as a “hidden jewel”. The Town plans to install bathroom facilities and parking in 2011.

Tilghman Lake Park is envisioned to be a natural-resource oriented community park focusing on its forest
assets and seven-acre lake.

A master plan should be developed for the park addressing the following matters:

e Access from the surrounding neighborhoods — automobile and pedestrian/bicycle
e Development areas, preservation areas ‘

e Use of the lake

e Programs, management and security and safety

Right: View of the lake at Tilghman Lake Park
Above existing picnic pavilion.
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Other Existing Town Parks

Other existing town parks will need routine maintenance, management and upgrades to keep them fresh, and
interesting, novel, and attractive to users and to their neighborhoods. To stay relevant, PROS have to adapt to
changing needs or people stop using them. Recommendations for specific parks are as follows:

e Carroll La Plata Village, Phoenix Run Parks I and II, and Hemlock Court serve the Town’s denser
neighborhoods and need continued care and attention, over and above what might be expected given their
small size. Wherever possible work with the local neighborhood so that residents have a sense of ‘
ownership and pride in these parks and their contribution to neighborhood 11fe

e Redwood Lake is quite heavily used. The lakeside path currently runs along one side only of the lake This
CPRMP recommends investigating the potential to extend the pathway, perhaps around the entire lake, with
property owner agreement.

Patuxent Court, a mini park serving an older
neighborhood. Such parks will need continued
care and attention, over and above what might be
expected given their small size.

3.2.3 Other PROS
Three other specific PROS merit discussion.
i Town center mini parks

The town has three small public parks in the center of Town: Train Station, Star Memonal Garden, and Town
Hall Park. In addition town center has spaces such as the one on Centennial Street (pictured below) that are
private but quasi-public in function. These spaces provide special functions and enhance the town center. As
town center continues to grow and develop the Town should take opportunities to add such spaces:

Private, quasi-public, mini park on Centennial
Street
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J La Plata Park

La Plata Park is the 32-acre privately-owned tract of land on Hawthorne Road containing two baseball fields.
The property owner may be interested in developing the site. However, were the property to become available
in the future, it could be a valuable future site for active recreation, ball fields/ field sports. The CPRMP needs
analysis does not indicate need for additional fields before 2030 (see Table 2-2), which is why this CPRMP
does not identify the need for fields. However, sports league directors and county representatives indicated in
interviews that they do see demand for fields increasing from teams from other parts of Charles County and also

from lacrosse which is growing in popularity.

As noted above, the Town is not suited to provide and manage large numbers of sports fields. The County
provides this service effectively. That said, if demand does increase above that projected in the CPRMP, La
Plata Park could be a true, strategically located opportunity site that the Town and/or County might acquire to
meet future reglonal demand for active recreation. An active park, located on the west side of US 301 it would
help counterbalance the active recreation sites that are located on the east side of US 301.

The site could possibly serve as the west side of US 301 neighborhood park recommended above in Section
3.2.1, though a neighborhood park and an active sports park have different needs, and ideally are separate

k. Courthouse Soccer Field

Courthouse Soccer Field is a two-acre school recreation park.on the Charles County government office complex
maintained by Charles County Parks and Recreation. This CPRMP incorporates the recommendations of the
2001 Plan for the Future of Downtown La Plata that the site remain as an open space gateway to downtown,
possibly incorporating additional uses as the Town’s and County’s needs change and evolve over time.’

3.2.4 Department of Recreation and Parks

As La Plata grows it should consider creating its own Department of Recreation and Parks. A dedicated
department would give more control to the town and trained staff that would be fully responsible and dedicated
to the Town’s recreation assets. Department staff could also develop and organize recreation programs for
residents. Currently all programs are provided by Charles County or private organizations. Research conducted
for the CPRMP found that all towns in Maryland with populations greater than 14,000 had a recreation .
department, even if small.

Approximately 60% of respondents to CPRMP recreation survey the supported the future creation of a Town

recreation department. 33% of respondents wanted more information before being able to answer the question.
Many respondents provided additional, thoughtful comments to this question addressing the costs and benefits -

(see Appendix B). '
The fiscal model developed for the CPRMP (see Section 3.3) included, for the affordability assessment, the

* creation of a town recreation department beginning in 2014 with one staff member and growing to five staff in
2030.

There are alternative models for the town to consider. As noted in Section 2.4 (Benchmarking) budgets today
are tight and recreation departments must not be seen as a drain on the tax base. Towns may want departments
but must find models of working cooperatively with counties. Salisbury MD is a particularly interesting model
with its parks and facilities being jointly managed by Wicomico County (see Appendix C).
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3.3 Plan Affordability

A larger, improved parks system will bring multiple benefits, but will also mean higher capital, operating and
maintenance costs. It is very important to understand the fiscal consequences of a larger system so that the
CPRMP makes recommendations that are realistic and will be affordable to the Town. Therefore, as part of the
CPRMP, a customized, spreadsheet-based fiscal model was developed for the Town. .

3.3.1 Fiscal model

*The following summarizes the highlights of the analysis and the model. Appendix E contains a more detailed
description in the form of a powerpoint presentation. The model considered:

»  Capital investments in land and infrastructure

e Available revenue sources to fund capital investments

¢ Annual operating expenses resulting from the parks plan, and

*  Available revenue sources to fund operating expenses

The analysis took the following steps: ‘

1. Identify current “baseline” parks operations (annual capital and operating expenses and annual révenues).
2. Estimate capital and operating costs associated with a range of parks system plans.

Three PROS system plans (scenarios) were developed — referred to as small, medium and large. The parks
described in Table 3-1 formed the basis for all three plans. The differences between the three plans
involved the acreages of the parks and the size and scale of the facilities at each park. The capital costs
were $17.7 million for the small, $21.6 million for the medium, and $36 million for the large system.
Capital and operating costs are summarized in Table 3.

Develop estimated capital and operating revenues associated with. each park system.
4. Create a financial model to: _
» Forecast capital investments and operating costs over a 40 year planning period (2011 — 2050).
o Byvaluate the ability of existing reveniles to fund the range of parks plans.
+ Jdentify and evalué‘ge the required additional revenues to fund any “funding gap”.

All models incorporate assumptions that try to reflect future conditions as realistically as possible. The key
assumptions in the La Plata model involve: ‘

e The year each park would be constructed.
e Park capital and operating costs.
*  Available revenues for capital investments — especially from dedications or fees-in-lieu.

 Share of capital costs that can be attributed to meeting needs from new growth versus existing needs.
This affects the use of dedications or fees-in-lieu (impact fees).

e Revenues for operating expenses including taxes and user fees.
e Pace and timing of development, which affects capital and operating revenues.

The assumptidns in the model can be adjusted so that the Town can use the model as a tool on an ongoing
basis.

Figure 2 shows the results of the model runs in three rows of two charts; the small system is modeled on the top
row, the medium system in the middle and the large system on the bottom. The capital costs analyses are on the
left, and operating costs are on the right. Note that the scales vary from chart to chart.
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~ On the capital side the blue bars indicate the years when capital costs would be spent. The red line shows capital
- revenues from dedications or fees. The green bars show the year by year capital cash balance.

On the operating side, the blue line shows year by year expenses and the red line shows revenues. The blue
bars show the hypothetical increase in the property tax rate that would be needed to fund the gap between
expenses and revenues.

3.3.2 Results and Conclusions

1. On the capital side the model shows Town could afford to build the small, medium or large park systems.
This is shown by the green bars in positive territory in all three cumulative capital cash balance charts. The
cash balance is lower in the larger parks system because that system is more costly. The balances fluctuate
over time as major capltal expenses (blue bars) are made.

These capital side cash balance conclusions are based on a key assumption in the model that new housing -
. units would contribute recreation opportunities of or equivalent to the current fee-in-lieu of $7,500.

2. The cash balances in the small and medium parks systems are large (over $15 million). This indicates that
the recreation opportunities or fees provided by new housing units are significantly greater than required by
the small or medium parks systems. If the Town opted for the small or medium parks system, the recreation
opportunities or fee requirements should be lowered to more accurately reflect the true cost of the system
(so that new housing units do not make contributions for which they receive no benefit).

3. The current fee-in-lieu of $7,500 is appropriate for the large parks system, indicated by the relatively low
capital cash balance in the out years (approximately $4 million). However, operating costs would be h1gh
(see # 6 below).

4. The capital projects or portions of projects that benefit existing residents (such as Wills Park and Tilghman .
Lake Park) are funded with operating revenues. The fee-in-lieu can only be used to fund projects serving
growth in the Town. For modeling purposes it was assumed that these projects would be funded with debt
(20 year debt at 5% interest rate) which would be retired over the life of the debt using operating revenues.
The repayment of the debt is reflected in the blue line on Figure 2 operating expenses.

5. On the operating side all three parks systems have funding gaps that would require increased revenues.

" This is shown on the operating expenses versus operating revenues charts by the gap between the blue line
and the red line. The blue line incorporates property tax revenues from new growth. While revenues could -
come from a range of sources, to illustrate the scale of the gap the model transiates the entire gap into
increases to the property tax rate as shown in the blue bars. The necessary increases would range from 3 to
4 cents for the small or medium parks system to 10 to 12 cents for the large parks system (the current
property tax rate is 32 cents per $100 of assessed value).

6. The result that all three parks systems have operating funding gaps that would require increased revenues
shows that the Town’s current spending on parks is relatively low.

7. The operating funding gap for the large parks system is significant (10 to 12 cents on the tax rate, or 30%)
and not affordable to Town residents. Much of the operating gap difference between the small/medium
parks systems and the large system is due to the higher cost community recreation center annual operating

. cost of ($3.2 million versus $0.43 million). These.costs could potentially be reduced through means such as
cost sharing, partnerships, and higher cost recovery through user fees.
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Table 3-2 Capital and Operating Cost Summary

Capital Cost by Size

Project Growth |Non-Growth

Neighborhood Park 1 100% 0% $2,300,000 $2,600,000 $3,000,000
Neighborhood Park 2 100% 0% $1,600,000 $1,800,000 $2,000,000
Community Park 1 100% 0% $1,300,000 $1,600,000 $2,000,000
Community Recreation 70% 30% $5,800,000 $5,800,000 $18,700,000
Center »

Swimming Pool 70% 30% $725,000 $3,000,000 *$3,000,000
Community Park 2 70% 30% $1,700,000 $2,000,000 $2,500,000
Townwide walking / 70% 30% $1,200,000 | $1,200,000 $1,200,000
biking system

Wills Park Upgrade 0% 100% $900,000 $1,400,000 $1,400,000
Tilghman Upgrade 50% 50% $2,200,000 $2,200,000 $2,200,000
Total $17,725,000 | $21,600,000 $36,000,000

Project g:;l‘;?l; Cost (;I:::;z?\; . Cost Of;rzzi; COSt
Costs Recovery* Costs Recovery* Costs Recovery |

Neighborhood Park 1 $90,000 2% $113,000 2% '$1 35,000 2%
Neighborhood Park2 | $30,000 2% $37,000 | 2% $45,000 2%
Community Park 1 $50,000 2% $67,000 2% $84,000 2%
Sommunity Recreation | $430,000 40% | $430,000 | 40% | $3,200,000 |  40%
Swimming Pool $226,000 80% $339,000 80% $339,000 80%
Community Park 2 $8,000 25% $9,800 25% $12,000 25%
;‘l’(‘i’:;"’svxfe";a'kmg / $9,000 0% $9,000 0% $9,000 0%
Wills Park Upgrade $63,000 2% ~$79,000 2% $95,000 - 2%
Tilghfnan Upgrade $49,000 2% $49,000 2% $49,000 2% -
Parks Department $56,000 0% $56,000 0% | $56,000 0%
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Figure 2 Fiscal Model Results

Capital Cash Flow Analysis - Small Parks System - Operating Cash Flow Ahalysis - Small Parks System
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Capital Cash Flow Analysis - Large Parks System Operating Cash Flow Analysis - Large Parks System
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Note that in the above line charts the upper line represents expenses, the
lower line represents revenues. .
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3.3.3 Plan Implications

1. The current fee-in-lieu is set at a level that supports the large park system however the resulting operating
costs associated with this size system would require significant increases in the Town’s property tax rate.
The increases that would be required are not affordable for Town residents. As a result, for general
planning purposes, the Town should pursue the medium parks system.

2. The Town should restructure its recreation opportunities fee requirements (Town Code § 173-11) based on
the medium parks system. This will mean reducing the recreation opportunity or fee equivalent
requirement. Examining the recreation opportunity or fee equivalent requirement for the medium park
system over the planning horizon (40 years) would result in an average fee of approximately $4,500. The
charts below show the fiscal model results of a $4,500 fee and a medium parks system. It should be noted
that the $4,500 fee is based on a 40 year projection period which is well beyond the planning horizon that
should be used to calculate an impact fee for implementation. This point is discussed in further detail in

item 3 below.

The Town should consider restructuring its recreation opportunities fee requirements as an impact fee.
Under an impact fee system a set fee would be established for new housing units. However, new
development would be allowed to meet the fee by providing PROS, in the form of land or facilities
equivalent in value to the impact fee. The PROS provided would have to be consistent with this CPRMP

as implemented through capital improvements plan.

1
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3. The Town must comply with Maryland law when evaluating and calculating the fee. Maryland law requires
that the facilities that are included in the calculation of the fee be made available to those paying the fee
within a reasonable amount of time (5 to 10 years). The facilities included in the fee should be included in
a formal capital improvements plan. The fee should be calculated based on the number of equivalent o

res1dent1al units that will be served by the new park.

It is quite possible, indeed likely, that the fee will need to be adjusted up or down perlodlcally over time in
response to changes in growth and in the timing of delivery of parks in the capital improvements plan.

Thus the figure of $4,500 cited above should be read as a guide, not as an absolute number that would be
adopted and not change.

The Town should not abandon as totally unaffordable the more expensive elements of the larger parks
system (community and neighborhood park elements, recreation center, pool). These are the elements that
will distinguish La Plata as having a high quality parks system. On a case by case basis these elements may
be affordable through cost sharing, partnerships, or higher cost recovery through user fees.

The community recreation center is the most significant case in pomt The costliest single item in the plan
it is unaffordable were the Town to “go it alone”. However, in partnership with Charles County and other
‘private and public entities, and with careful operating cost structuring it could be affordable.

The Town should carefully monitor the need for increased operating revenues for PROS. Tax increases are
difficult to contemplate, especially in the current (2010) fiscal climate. However, the current level of

spending (1.76 cents of the 32 cents tax rate, or 5.6 percent) will be msufﬁc1ent to operate the PROS system -

the Town desires.
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3.4  Action Plan

This section of the Plan summarizes the key action items necessary to implement the Plan recommendatlons .
and identifies key lead and support bodies. :

Other groups will be important in plan implementation including the Beaut1ﬂcat10n Commission, Design
Review Board La Plata Community Garden Club and business, neighborhood and community orgamzatzons

Recommendation

Town Council
Planning
Commission
Parks &
Recreation -
Commission
Staff

1. Use the recommended PROS program as described in Section 3.2 and | Support -Support Lead Co-Lead
shown on Map 4 as the vision and policy guide for the Town’s future
PROS system.

The recommended progrém (new parks, upgraded parks, open space,
trails, existing parks, recreation department) should be used in the
following:
+  Discussions, negotiations with new development
e Capital improvement program projects
¢ Town operating budget
e  Grant, financial assistance applications
e Discussions, negotiations with property owners, Charles County,
neighborhood and community organizations, other interest
groups.
Experience shows that a champion will be needed to push for
implementation of the vision including gaining public support. This
CPRMP recommends that the Parks and Recreation Commission take
on this role.
~ The CPRMP and comments from the public contain a number of
design recommendations such as the need for shade, lighting, and
safety and security. These should be incorporated into the designs for
new and upgraded PROS.

2. When approving new development, consider both i) the public PROS o Co- Lead Co-Lead
system needs and ii) the recreation and open space needs internal and Lead -
private to the development. Meeting the pubhc PROS system needs
should be the first priority.

3. Reduce the recreation opportunity or fee equivalent requirementtoa | Lead - | Support
leve] that is supported by the actual planned parks system : :
improvements over the next 5 to 10 years included in a formal capital
improvements plan. Consider calling the fee an “impact fee”. _
Evaluate the fee on an annual basis considering revisions to capital
plans and Town growth. :

4, Use the-needs analysis (Table 2-2) and assocxated discussion when Lead Support | Support
considering the recreation opportunities to be provided in new
development under the Town’s development regulations.

3-20




Recommendation

neighborhoods.

:—é Bo s s §
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5. Work with the major developments in Town (Heritage Green, Lead Support | Support | Co-Lead
Agricopia, Steeplechase, and Stagecoach) to acquire land for the
community and neighborhood parks and trails identified in the
recommended PROS program. ' '
Land should be in the general locations shown on Map 4 and
described in Section 3.2, though adjustments may be necessary based
on further study. 4
‘6. Explore options for a community recreation center. This is one of the Lead Co-Lead
CPRMP’s key recommendations. There are many decision points
including scale, affordability, and partners, (see section 3.2.1 and
Chart 1).
7. Acquire land for a Town center park. Work with the Town’s Vision Support | Support | Lead Co-Lead
Implementation Team (reestablished in 2009) to flesh out the concept o
for this park (described above as Community Park 2).
8. Develop a master plan for Tilghman Lake Park. As described in this Support | Lead Co-Lead
CPRMP, this park is a hidden jewel. A master plan should be
developed for the park addressing access, development areas,
preservation areas, use of the lake, programs, management and
security and safety.
9. Develop a plan for Wills Park based on the concept in Figure 1. Support | Support | Lead Co-Lead
10. Continue to pay attention to mini-parks serving the Town’s older Support Lead Co-Lead
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Appendices

: Appendi;;' A Recreational Facilities Needs Analysis Tables




Appendix A Recreational Facilities Needs Analysis Tables (PROS Inventory, Summary, Supply,
Demand, Needs) :

The following three tables show the detailed calculations for the supply versus demand needs analysis.

The first table is the Summary of Needs Report with the results of the analysis for 16 PROS activities.
This table is derived from the Needs Report. The top section contains the results for the Town and the -
bottom section gives the results for the Town plus the Outer La Plata Recreation Area. . -

The first table is the Supply Report for 16 activities. Numbers of facilities are from the recreation
inventory. Daily carrying capacity and season length data for each facility/activity were defined by ERM
based on past studies including the Charles County LPPRP. The electronic version of the supply and
demand tables (available from the Town) includes explanatory comments indicating and explaining where
changes were made to season length, daily carrying capacity or demand.

The second table is the Demand Report for 2010, 2020, and 2030. Population projections for the Town

were from the Comprehensive Plan. Projections for the Outer La Plata Area were by ERM. Individual

participation rates and frequency of participation rates were from Participation in Local Park and

Recreation Activities in Maryland A Survey of Households in Maryland and Seven Sub-State Regions by .

Donald F. Norris of the Maryland Institute for Policy Analysis and Research and Royce Hanson of the

Center for Urban Environmental Research and Education University of Maryland, Baltimore County in

2003. This survey included responses from 400 households in each of the seven regions of Maryland.

For the Town of La Plata, in some instances the demand numbers from the survey were raised or lowered

~ to better represent the actual participation in these activities in the Town. See electronic version of the
supply and demand tables (available from the Town) for explanatory comments.

The third table is the Needs Report based on the numbers in the previous tables.
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Supply Report- La Plata

1 2 3 4 5 6
Number of | Season | Daily Carrying| Annual Total Supply
Activity Facility type Facilities 2010/ Length | Capacity per Carrying | of all Facilities
(1) 2) Facility (2) Capacity (3) 4)
Baseball/ Sofiball Diamonds 12 150 45 6,750 77,625
Basketball (indoor) Courts 4 160 40 6.400 25,600
Basketball (outdoor) Courts o] 235 40 9.400 84.600
Dog Activities / dog park (off-leash) Acres 0 335 400 134.000 -
Field Sports (soccer, multi-use) Multi-Purpose fields 10 200 28 5,600 56.000
Field Sports (football) Football fields 1 180 120 21,600 " 21.600
Golf Courses 0 220 360 79.200 -
Indoor sports/fitness Gyms/Fitness Rooms 4 220 100 22,000 88.000
Playgrounds/ Tot-Lots Playgrounds 15 270 64 17.280 259.200
Picnic Pavilions Shelters 4 180 40 7.200 28.800
Skateboarding Skateboard Courts -0 180 70 1. 12.600 -
Swimming Pools (outdoor) Pools 1 801, 1.000 80.000 - 80.000
Swimming Pools (indoor) Pools 0 335 900 301.500 -
Tennis Courts 9 220 18 3.960 35,640
Trails: hike, bike, nature Trail miles 1.8 300 _ 128 38.400 69,120
Volleyball (outdoor) Courts 0.5 180 64 11,520 5,760
Supply Report- La Plata and Outer La Plata Area
! ‘1 2 3 4 5 6
h ’ Number of | Season | Daily Carrying| Annual Total Supply.
Activity Facility type Facilities 2010| Length | Capacity per Carrying | of all Facilities
(1) 2) Facility (2) | Capacity (3) )
Baseball/ Softball Diamonds 29 150 45 6,750 192375
Basketball (indoor) Courts 5 160 40 6,400 32.000
Bagketball (outdoor) Courts 9 235 40 9.400 84.600
Dog Activities / dog park (off-leash) Acres 3| - 335 400 134.000 402.000
Field Sports (soccer, multi-use) Multi-Purpose fields 25 2001 . 28 5.600 140.000
Field Sports (football) Football fields 3 180 120 21.600 64.800
Golf Courses 2 220 360 79.200 158.400
Indoor sports/fitness Gyms/Fitness Rooms 5 220 - 100 -22.000 110.000
Playgrounds/ Tot-Lots Playgrounds 18 270 64 17.280 311.040
Picnic Pavilions Shelters 9 180 40 7.200 64.800
Skateboarding Skateboard Courts 1 180 70 . 12,600 12.600
Swimming Pools {outdoor} Pools 1 80 1.000 80.000 80.000
Swimming Pools (indoor) Pools 1 299 340 101.660 101.660
" | Tennis Courts 23 220 18 3.960 91.080
Trails: hike, bike, nature Trail miles 5.3 300 128 38,400 203.520
Volleyball (outdoor) Courts 1.5 180 64 11,520 17,280

(1) From Recreation Inventory

(2) Defined by the Town based on past experience and examples from other towns/counties (especially Charles County) Notes in the electronic version of]
the spreadsheet explain the assumption for each capacity. Note: Carrying capacity means the number of users the facility can support in a day. ]

(3) Annual Capacity derived by multiplying Columns 3 and 4.

(4) Total supply (derived by multiplying Columns 2 and 5) represents the total number of occasions/users per year that a faciity can serve,




Demand Report La Plata

1 2 3 4 5 6 8
Individual Frequency of )
© Activity ) Po::l]a(:ion Participation.| Participation [2010 Demand Po:l?lzagion 2020 Demand Popzt?lin (:ibn 2030 Demand
Rate (%) (2) Rate (2)
Baseball/ Softball 10,000 0.141 19.4 27,354 20,884 57,126 25,000 68,385
Basketball (indoor) 10,000 0.105 17.54 18,417 20,884 38,462 25,000 46,043
Basketball (outdoor) 10,000 0.105 17.54 18,417 20,884 38,462 25,000 46,043
Dog Activities / dog park (off-
leash) 10,000 0.160 25.76 41,216 20,884 86,075 25,000 103,040
Field Sports (soccer, multi- -
use) 10,000 0.101 21.74 21,957 20,884 45,856 25,000 54,894
Field Sports (football) 10,000 0.046 13.56 7,158 20,884 14,948 25,000 17,894
Golf 10,000 0.136 17 22,535 20,884 47,063 25,000 56,338
Indoor sports/fitness 10,000 - 0.29 27 77,082 20,884 160,978 25,000 192,705
Playgrounds/ Tot-Lots 10,000 0.388 7.12 27,626 20,884 57,693 25,000 69,064
Picnic Pavilions 10,000 0.385 4.54 17,479 20,884 36,503 25,000 43,698
Skateboarding 10,000 0.04 24 9,468 20,884 19,773 25,000 23,670
Swimming Pools (outdoor) 10,000 0.457 11.48| 52,464 20,884 109,565 25,000 131,159
Swimming Pools (indoor) 10,000 0.457 11.48 52,464 |. 20,884 109,565 25,000 131,159
Tennis 10,000 0.070 8.89 6,223 20,884 12,996 25,000 15,558
Trails: hike, bike, nature 10,0001 0.788 22.08 173,990 20,884 363,362 25,000 434,976
Volleyball (outdoor) 10,000 0.038 16.3 6194 20,884 12,936 25,000 15,485
La Plata and Outer La Plata Area
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
Individual Frequency of
Activity \ Po:t?l]a(:ion Participation | Participation |2010 Demand Popzl?li (zion 2020 Demand Popzl?li (:ion 2030 Demand
Rate (%) (2) Rate (2)

Baseball/ Softball 15,384 0.141 19.4 42,082 27,924 76,384 33,636 92,009
Basketball (indoor) 15,384 0.105 17.54 28,333 27,924 51,428 33,636 61,948
Basketball (outdoor) 15,384 0.105 17.54 28,333 27,924 51,428 33,636 61,948
Dog Activities / dog park (off- :
leash) 15,384 0.160 25.76 63,408 27,924 115,093 33,636 138,635
Field Sports (soccer, multi- : '
use) 15384 0.101 21.74 33,780 27,924 61,315 33,636 73,857
Field Sports (football) 15,384 0.046 15.56 11,011 27,924 19,987 33,636 24,076
Golf 15,384 0.136 17 34,669 27,924 62,928 33,636 75,800
Indoor sports/fitness 15,384 0.29 27 118,585 27,924} 215,246 33,636 259,275
Playgrounds/ Tot-Lots 15,384 0.388 7.12 42,500 27,924 77,143 33,636 92,922 |
Picnic Pavilions 15,384 0.385 4,54 26,890 27,924 48,809 33,636 58,793
Skateboarding 15,384 0.04 24 14,566 27,924 26,439 33,636 31,847
Swimming Pools (outdoor) 15,384 0.457 11.48 80,712 27,924 146,501 33,636 176,468
Swimming Pools (indoor) 15,384 0.457 11.48 80,712 27,924 146,501 33,636 176,468
Tennis 15,384 0.070 8.89 9,574 27,924 17,377 33,636 20,932
Trails: hike, bike, nature 15,384 0.788 22.08]. 267,672 27,924 485,856 33,636 585,239
Volleyball (outdoor) 15,384 0.038 16.3 9,529 27,924 17,296 33,636 20,834

(1) "Participation in Local Park and Recreation Activiticg in Maryland; A Survey of Households in Maryland and Seven Sub-State Regions", Maryland Institut;
for Policy Analysis and Research, May 2003. Key tables provided below in this spreadsheet.

Note: Demand for 2010 (Column 4) is derived by multiplying Columns 1, 2 and 3. Demand for 2020, 2030 and Buildout is derjved by multiplying
respectively Columns 5, 7 and 9 by Columns 2 and 3.




Needs Report La Plata
1 2 3 4 5 [ 7 8 9 10
. 2020 :
Activity racttyype | 210 | Coreving | 2010 oo || 2020|2020 Unmet| Unmet| 2030 12030 Unmet| | 2030
) ) Suppty Capf;cit.\' Demand Need (1) Demand | Demand (2) N(;e)d Demand | Demand (4) Need (5)
Baseball/ Sofiball Diamonds 77,625 6,750 27354 7 57.126 20,499 3 68.385 9.240 ]
Basketball (indoor) ‘|Courts 25,600 6.400 18,417 1 38.462 (12,862) (2) 46.043 (20.443) (3)
Basketball (outdoor) Courts 84,600 9,400 18,417 7 38,462 46,138 5 46.043 38,558 4
Dog Activities / dog park (off- . .
leash) Acres - 134,000 41,216 (0.3)[ 86,075 (86.075) (1] 103,040 (103.040) (N
) Multi-Purpose
Field Sports (soccer, multi-use) |fields 56.000 5.600 21957 6 45,856 10,144 2 54,894 1,107 0
Field Sports (football) Football fields 21,600 21,600 7.158 1 14,948 6.652 0 17.894 3.706 0
Golf Courses - 79.200 22,535 (0.3)|  47.063 (47.063) (1) 56.338 (56.338) (1)
Gyms/Fitness
Indoor sports/fimess Rooms ’ 88.000 22,000 77,082 0.5 | 160,978 (72,978) (3)] 192,705 (104.705) (5)
Playgrounds/ Tot-Lots Playgrounds 259,200 17,280 27.626 13 57,693 201.507 12 69,064 190,136 11
Picnic Pavilions Shelters 28.800 7.200 17.479 2 36,503 (7.703) () 43.698 (14.898) (2)
Skateboard :
Skateboarding Courts - 12,600 9,468 |’ (] 19,773 (19.773) (2) 23.670 (23.670) (2)
Swimming Pools (outdoor) Pools 80.000 80.000 52,464 0] 109,565 (29.565) (0)] 131.159 (51,159) (1
Swimming Pools (indoor) Pools - 301.500 52,464 (0:2)] 109.565 (109.565)| (0.4)| 131.159 (131.159) (0.4)
Tennis Courts 35.640 3.960 6.223 7 12.996 22,644 6 15.558 20.083 5
Trails: hike, bike, nature Trail miles 69,120 38.400 173.990 (3)| 363,362 (294.242) (8) 434,976 (365,856) (10)
Volleyball (outdoor) Courts 5.760 11,520 6.194 (0)] 12,936 (7,176)]  (0.6) 15485 (9.725) (0.8)
Needs Report La Plata and Outer La Plata Area
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
2020 '
Activity Facilty type | 2010 C:::‘;‘:g 200 |30 | 2020 2020 Unmet| Unmet| 2030|2030 Unmet| 2030
) Supply Capacity Demand Need (1) Demand | Demand (2) N(e;d Demand | Demand (4) Need (5)
Baseball/ Softball Diamonds 192.375 6.750 42.082 22| 76.384 115.991 17 92.009 100,366 15
Basketball (indoor) Courts 32.000 6.400 28.333 1 51.428 (19.428) (3) 61.948 {29.948) (5)
Basketball (outdoor) Courts 84,600 9.400 28.333 6 51,428 33.172 4 61.948 22.652 2
Dog Activities / dog park (off-
leash) Acres . 402.000 | 134,000 63.408 2.5 | 115093 286.907 2] 138,635 263.365
- Multi-Purpose
Field Sports (soccer, multi-use) |fields 140,000 5.600 33,780 19 61,315 78.685 14 73.857 66.143 12
Field Sports (football) Football fields 64.800 21,600 11.011 2 19.987 44.813 2 24.076 40.724 2
Golf' Courses 158.400 79.200 34.669 1.6 62.928 95.472 1 75.800 82.600 1
Gyms/Fitness
Indoor sports/fitness Rooms 110.000 22,000 118.585 (0.4) 215246 (105.246) (5)] 259.275 (149,275) (7)
Playgrounds/ Tot-Lots Playgrounds 311.040 17,280 42,500 16 77.143 233.897 14 92.922 218,118 13
Picnic Pavilions Shelters 64.800 7.200 26.890 5 48.809 15.991 2 58,793 6.007 1
Skateboard }
Skateboarding Courts 12,600 12.600 14.566 (0)] 26439 (13.839) (1) 31.847 (19.247) (2)
Swimming Pools (outdoor) Pools 80.000 80,000 80.712 (0)] 146.50] (66.501) (1)| 176.468 (96.468)/. 1)
Swimming Pools (indoor) Pools -101,660 | 101.660 80.712 0.2 | 146.50] (44.841)|  (0.4)] 176.468 | (74.808) (0.7)
Tennis . Courts 91.080 3,960 9.574 21 17,377 73,703 19 20932 70.148 i8
Trails: hike, bike. nature Trail miles 203.520 38.400 267.672 (2)] 485.856 (282.336) (7)| 585,239 (381.719) (10)
Volleyball {outdoor) Courts 17,280 11.520 9.529 ) 17.296 (16) 0) 20.834 (3.554) (0.3)
(1) 2010 Unmet Need derived by subtracting Column 3 from Column | and dividing by Column 2, Parenthesis indicates a facility/activity deficit. A number without
parenthesis indicates a facility surplus (e.g.. 2010 unmet need indicates an 7 baseball/softball diamond surplus and a 0.3 acre dog park deficit.
(2) 2020 Unmet Demand derived by subtracting Column 5 from Column 1.
(3) 2020 Unmet Need derived from subtracting Column 5 from Column | and dividing by Column 2.
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The Town of La Plata would like to know your views and opinions about existing and future recreation in the Town. This
survey will be important input into the Town’s Comprehensive Parks and Recreation Master Plan (CPRMP) that is
intended to guide the Town as it moves from its existing parks and recreation system to the desired parks system of La
Plata’s future that can be a major contributor to the Town’s quality of life.

1. Did you or any other members of your household visit a Town of La Plata owned park
or open space area in the past 12 months? '

(O ves
(O o

2. If yes which park or open space area did you visit and approximately how many
times?

_\
o
N
o
@
(o]

Carroll La Plata Village
Clarks Run Natural Area
Hemlock Court

Patuxent Court Mini-Park
Phoenix Run Park
Redwood Lake

Silver Linden Park
Tilghman Lake Park

Town Hall Park

clolelolelelolelolek
0O00000000:
0000000000
5000000000+

Wills Memorial Park

3. Did you or any other members of your household visit a school park in the Town, or a
park/open space area near the Town in the past 12 months? '

O ves
O o
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4. If yes which park or open space area did you visit and approximately how many
‘times? ' |

PN
N
n
471
o
[e-]

Courthouse Soccer Field

Gwynn Educational Center

La Plata High School /
Matuia Elementary School

Somers Middle School

Mitchell Elementary
School

College of Southern
Maryland

.Laurel Springs Regional
-Park

Turkey Hill Park (Turkey Hill
Rd)

‘White Plains Regional Park
La Plata Park (Hawthorne
Rd)

00 O O O 00 OO0
00 0O 0O O 00 000!
00 0 O O OO OO0
OO0 O O O OO OO0+
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5. The Town of La Plata is expected to grow conside\rably' over the next 20 years,
increasing in population from approximately 9,000 to over 20,000 people. What parks or
recreation facilities do you think are most needed now or will be needed in the future?
. Please select one (1) option (No need, Moderate Need, or Strong Need) for NOW and
one (1) option for FUTURE. ' -
Moderate Need

No Need NOW NOW Strong Need NOW

No Need in the Moderate Need in Strong Need in the
FUTURE the FUTURE FUTURE

-

Amphitheater (outdoor)

]

Arts/cultural facilities

Ballfields (baseball,
softball)

Basketball (outdoor)

Community/recreation
center

Dog park
Facilities for the disabled
Fitness trail

Fitness/weight room'

Gardens (gazebos,
plantings, fences/paths)

Golf course

Handball/racquetball court
(outdoor)

indoor gymnasium
(basketball, volleyball)
Multi-purpose fields (soccer,
football)

Open fields (casual.use, un-
programmed)

Parking (pleése note
location under Additional
Comments)

Pavilions/shelters
Picnic areas
Playgrounds, ot lots
Restrooms
“Skateboarding '
Swimming (indoor)
‘Swimming (outdoor)
Tennis (outdoor)

Walking/biking trails

DO00000000 00 00 00 00000 00 000
NO00000000 000000 00000 00 000
OO00000000 000 000 00000 00 000

NODOOO0000 000000 00000 00 00
OOOoOO0000 000000 00000 00 O

Volleyball (outdoor)

DOoOoo00000 00000000000 00 000
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6. Additional comments to question 5

7. Today most recreational programming (spdrts Iéagues, classes) in and near La Plata
are provided by Charles County or by volunteer/non-profit recreation associations.
Please rate these programs.

" Excellent Good ‘Fair Poor Don't Know
Number of Programs ‘ O O O i O O
Diversity of Programs O O _ O O O
Quality of Programs O O O O O
Cost of Programs : O ' O O O . O

8. Additional comments to question 7

9. Do you and members of your household feel safe when using parks and recreation
facilities in the Town?

O ves
O

10. If no, why not?

|:| Too isolated
|:] Poor lighting

I___I Not enough people around
|:| Suspicious looking people
I:] Too far to walk from parking area

I:‘ Not wel! maintained

Ij Hiding places (bushes, trees, walls, etc.)

D Don't know
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12. Most Towns with over 10,000 population have a department that coordinates and
‘manages parks and recreation services and provides recreation programs. The
alternatlve would be a continuation of current practice where recreation is provided by a
mix of Town, County, and volunteer departments and associations. Would you support
the future creation of a Town recreation department’?

O ves
O v

O Don't know / Need more information

13. Additional comments to question 12

14. What could be done encourage you or members of your household to use parks and
recreation facilities in the Town of La Plata more often’? '

15. For the following statements please indicate how much you agree or disagree with

the statement.

. . Neither Agree nor
Strongly Disagree ~ Somewhat Disagree Disagree Somewhat Agree Strongly Agree

The availability of O . O : O ;O ' O
recreation classes, parks . . i . o .
and facilities-is important:to S

my satisfaction with living

in La Plata. - - : i : v

I am not familiar with the O O : O . O O
parks, facilities, and : )
recreation programs
available to me in La
Plata.

| think additional parks.are
needed in La Plata.

| would pay reasonabie

O O
OO
OO
OO
O O

user fees to
maintain/improve parks and
recreation areas in La
Plata.




Please tell us a little about yourself. The following information is anonymoué and will be reported in group form only.

1. Do you live in the Town of La Plata?

3. How many people are in your household?
I ‘ | |
4, What are their ages?

I |

5. Do you rent or own your home?

6. What is your race?
O White/Caucasian

O Black or African American
O Asian or Pacific Islander

O American Indian.or Alaskan Native

O Other

7. If other, please specify.

8. What is your age?
| :




Town of La Plata Recreation Survey-Summer 2010
9. What was your household’s total annual income before taxes in 20097
O less than $25,000 |
O $25,000 - §49,999
O $50,000 - $99,999

O $100,000 - $149,999

O $1 50,000+
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‘owned park:or:open space area’in the ppast 1.

1D|d yyou:or:any-other-members sof gyo.ujr ‘household wisita 1

Yes il

‘own ofiLaiPlata:

Carroll La Plata Village | 6.‘0% .(-0)-
Clarks -Run Natural-Area 31:6% (é)
Hemlock-Court '0.0% (0)
“Patuxent Court:Mini-Park

Phoenix Run:Park -0.0% (0)

Redwood Lake  11.1% (1) 222% (2)

‘Silver Linden Park 0.0% (0)

22.2% (4)

Tilghman Lake Park

Town-Hall Park 20.7% (6)

Wills "Memorial Park 40.0% (12)

0.0% (0)

5:3% (1)
"0.0% (0)

70.0%:(0)

0.0% (0)

22.2% (2)
11.1% (2)
27.8% (5) 16.7% (3)

27.6% (8)

6.7% (2)

g skipped :question -

0.0% (0)

15:8%.(3) - . A9:

00%(© 2

“ 18

“5.6% (1) , 18
20.7% (6) .29

67%(2) 30

1 of 11




‘3. Did you ‘or any other members of your
the Town, or.a parki spa '

sanswered:question -

sskipped:question

12.6% 11

Courthouse Soccer Field .28:6%(2) 0.0% (0)

Gwynn Educational Center 0.0% (0) 16.7% (1) - 33.3% (2)

La Plata High 'School / Matula

11.4% (4 20.0% (7 14:3% (5
Elementary School % (4) % (7) % (5)

15:4% (4) -

Somers:Middle 'School . “15:4%:(4)

Mitchell Elementary:Schoo! . “11:8%(2) ©29:4%(5) 23:5%:(4)
College-of SouthernMaryland . 17:6%:(3) 5:9% (1)
Laurel Springs Regional‘Park 5.8% (4‘)> 17.4% (12) 11:6% (8)

Turkey Hill Park (Turkey Hil Rd)  26:3% (5) 10.5% (2)

White-Plains Regional ‘Park 19.4% (6)

La Plata Park (Hawthorne Rd) 37.5% (3) 0.0% (0)

14.3% (1)

16.1% (5) 3

12.5% (1)

2 of 11




5. ‘TFh‘e“Town ofilLaPlata‘is ~'@e‘x-pe‘6'fé’d‘:§t.o :grow -considerably .overithe inext ;2‘0
years ﬂncreasmg ln*populatlon from xapprommatelyﬂg /000. to<over 20, <000 -

L ‘ » iModerate’
L ‘Moderate Strong. ‘No’'Need . .
‘No*Need - = i - ‘Need:in #Need:in.
NOW “Need . Need sinthe ‘the - the
N ~ SNOW  NOW = <FUTURE - __ . :
S T "FUTURE - ‘FUTURE
: 204%  27.9% 14.7% 16.2% T
‘Amphitheat: td “10.3% (7. © B8
mphitheater (outdoor) 20) (19) b (7) (10) 1) 66’5
16.9% 23:1% 29.2% 215% i
Art ltural faciliti 6.2% (4 S - 1 X
s/cultural facilities 1) (15) o (4) (19) G I 65
' ' 25.0% 17.9% 3014%  19:6%
Ballfi softb - 10.7% (6 »
Ballfields (baseball, softball (14) (10) 6 (6) A7) (1)

25.0%  26.8%
(14) (15) -

32:19
3(21 8)/" 7.1% (4)

‘Basketball (outdoor) 16.1% (9)

37.7% "16:9% 27:5%

4:3% (3)

».Qommunity/recreation center 10.1% (7) (26) 1) (19)
.‘Dqg:park_ 1\?1'(1);% - “18.1%.(8) 3(11;?) | 2(713‘)% 14.8% (9)

Facilities for the disabled  6.8% (4) 233;“  3.4% (2) 3?;; 151?;/" 59

‘Fitness trail 1;2‘)’/0 3222;% 6.3% (4) 2?1'2;/0 2(613)% | o 64

S—— o TS BT Goh oz

Gardens (gazebos, plantir‘\gs,l 23.9% $0.4% (7)' 31.3% 16'.4% | 67

fences/paths) (16) @1) (1) Af

Golf course 9.8% (6) . 1?1'2;/0 | 2(713;% 9.8% (6) : 61

Handball/racquetball court (outdoor) 3;51;% 2(21;% ' 1231'2;/" 16.7% (9) f‘;u - 14.8% (8) : 54

Indoor gymnasium (l?/isu‘:ttt:::ll; 12'1% e 4(62-6;')% 2?1.1‘;/0 6.9% (4) 2(71.(;‘)’/0 2(512;% . ' 58
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Multi-purpose fields (soccer,
football)

Open fields (casual .use, un-
programmed)

Parking (please nofe’ location .under
Additional*Comments)

Pavilions/shelters
Picnié areas
Pléygrounds, tot lots
Restrooms
'rSka;teboér&ing
-Swimming (indoor)
Swimming (outdoor)

“Fennis (outdoor)

Volleyball (outdoor)

26.3%
(15)

25.0%
- (13)

10.0% (6) -

6.6%-(4)

11.9% (8)

14.3% (9)

19.0%
(12)

44:8%¢8)

Walking/biking-trails : 6:8%:(5) -

28.3%
(18)

36:8%

19.3%
2t (11)
36.5% 19.2%
(19) (10)
- 28:9%
- 4(13)
3% 26.7%
29 (18)
asio%  314%
(28) (19)
35.8% 37:3%

35:5%
(22)

26:8%
A(15)

14:3%(8)
302%
(19)

. 238% .
(15)

22:2%
12)

34.2%
-i(25) -

22.6%
(12)

10.5% (6) 2?1'16‘)% |
5:9;.-‘6‘-’./;?'(_5).
2?1‘1‘;%’ .20.’0%»(%5) ~
7% (1) 4;59:3?)
0.0% (0) 4?;)/

3.0%(2) ’

6:5% (4)

' 33:0%  26.8%
(19) (15)
: 17.5%

12.7%
27%®) o
20.6%

1278
_1 %E g
o 333w

9:3%(5) -

%4(5) 18)
23.3%

2:7%42) - ATy
30.2%

BRD

.22:8%
(19)

7.7% (4)

24.4%
(11)

15.0% (9)

21.3%
- (13)

26.9%
.(18)

19:4%
(12) -

:8.9%(5)

27.0%
(17)

23.8%
(18)

3222%
(12)

31:5%

(23)"

17.0% (9)

‘57 j,
52
45

60 .

61

631
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6. Additional:commentsitoqu estion’5

Excellent .

Number of Programs 10.0% (8)
Diversity of:Programs  12:5% (10)
Quality-of Programs  12:5% (10)

13.8% (11) 17.5% (14)

‘Cost. of Programs

18.8% (15)  3.8%.(3)  .18.8% (15)
215%(22)  25%(2)  188%(15) - 80
18.8% (15)  1.3% (1)  21.3% (17) . . 80

3.8% (3)

.<D'on'.t'.':

Poor = o
T - Know.

"22:5%:(18) .

:.;k;pﬁ}e.dzqyes»t:ona

50f11




o you and:members of your'household feel safe:whe

nfacilities in:the Town?

Yes

: ““Tooisolated

‘Poor lighting

. Not enough people around

Suspicious looking ~p‘eopie

Too far to walk-from. parking-area -

‘Not-well‘maintained

Hiding places (bushes,'«:trees,zwélls,

Don't know

6 of 11.




41./Additional.comments ito iquestion ’10 |

‘No

Don't-know / Need more
. .information

ﬁk,ippe&«dues tion:

7 of 11




The availability of recreation

-classes, parks and facilities is
important to ‘my satisfaction with
living in La Plata.

| am not familiar with the parks,
facilities, and recreation programs

4n :ELa“Plata.

| would pay reasonable user:feesito
maintain/improve parks and
recreation areas in La Plata.

available to-me-in La:Plata.

| think additional par’ksf-;are\heéded -

179%(15)  24%(2) | 17:9%:(15)

35% (3)  B5%(3) . 12.9% (11) 32:9%(28)

25:9% (22) 17.6% (15)  21.2% (18)  3:5%(3)

32:4% (27) |

60% (5)  95%(8)  95%(8)

“22:6% (19) °

8 of 11




0 youllivein:the T

Yes

of iLa Plata?

e

.0 to:5 years
-6:t010 years
“11:t0.20 years

.20+ years

9 of 11




H
\
1

- ‘White/Caucasian
Black or African American '
Asian-or Pacific Istander

American indian or_AIaskan‘Native

10 of 11




‘less:than:$25,000

$25,000 -'$49,999

$50,000---399,999

1$100,000 -:$149,999

'$150,000+
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Additional comments to question 5

- in the town proper near the bakery, Casey's, shops in that area. More behind offices on Centennial St. Less parallel parkmg, near

Christ C hurc h, Tea Room, Voting Office, Bernies. Much more is needed at the Clark Senior Center.
Strong Need for a Community Center which will offer cultural activities for all ages. )

outdoor volleyball on sand would be great (possibly beside Town Hall. YMCA needed NOW....there's nothing affordable for young
families Sprayground with covered tables for lunch Shade in our current parks would be nice & scattered seating (prefereably
shaded) Nice...well lit... bike trails (keep safety i in mind when thmkmg location - nothing too remote) Dog parks are a big NO!!

not 2nd class citizens and should not be treated as an afterthought.

Most of the things that I felt were "NO need now" I feel that we already have now, like dog park, fields (most at schools),
skateboarding and such.

Think the town should look into opening a water park.

Parking around Railroad Tracks so people can walk around town. Recommend year around indoor pool/fitness/2 racketball courts/2
side by side basketball court, 200 capacity community center with outdoor 1/4 mile running track/trails for outdoor fitness with
work out stations every 300 feet along the track. The.town would charge fees for yearly/summer months; discounts for Senior
Citizens/Veterans. The town could expland in the future with multiple outdoor activities tennis courts/picnic areas/dog park from
this idea. The Community Center would turn into FEMA/Emergency during public officials need place to manage area
emergencies

SIDEWALKS on Washington Avenue and all other feeder street to town to include use of bikes. and wheelchairs/strollers

Indoor pool like thé Edward T. Hall Aquatics Center in Calvert County. Slpash playground or outdoor waterpark. Not happy with La
Plata getting bigger. Why do builders keep building? Our schools are crowded as it is and they are still building
townhomes/houses/apartments. The schools are getting over crowded. We live in La Plata and my children have to go to school
in Waldorf, Does anyone not see this. We can't keep piling kids up in schools like sardines. I'm upset that Charles County,
Waldorf, and La Plata don't seem to care about the children in this area. All they care about is their money in their pockets.

all over town and the court house

LMore shade is needed at Laurel Springs playground. The slides and other equipment is too hot. Not only did we have to leave after
15 minutes it is a burn hazard for the kids.

LMore shade is needed at Laurel Springs playground. The slides and other equipment is too hot. Not only did we have to leave after
15 minutes it is a burn hazard for the kids.

At least a conterminous walking/running path along Rt. 6/Charles Street from neighborhoods that lead into and through town
continuing to Rt. 301 with no breaks is needed badly for numerous reasons, preferably for bikes as well..

I think we have adequate facilities now.

Would love to see an outdoor community pool (pay for entry/membership) as well as an indoor pool/rec center. Love the PG County
Sportsplex and have heard about a neat center in Prince Frederick. Have also traveled to some other indoor facilities through my
children's sports that have indoor soccer fields, basketball courts, mulitpurpose fields, etc for indoor used during the winter. All
paid entry. Think one would be great for this area.

There is no parking except street parking at Redwood Lake and very little at Silver Linden

In Town. If the town will double, then parking will become quite difficult.

Will's Memeorial Park can use more parking

Addition of Radio control car track

courthouse area parking, SIDEWALKS on Washington!!

Charles County is very short of youth softball fields & youth baseball fields that have 50 foot pitching & 70 foot bases (those fields
can be converted to 46/60 too). 50/70 is growing very fast. Charles County Youth League (CCYL) doesn't have enough & Little
League is likely going to them very soon & we don't have enough of those fields. I strongly suggest turning Bensville Park Field
#1 into a 50/70 field & allow youth leagues to use it (not just a community field)! Also, lacrosse just started 2 years ago & is
.growing extremely fast. Next spring it will be a SMAC sanctioned high school sport. We definitely need more lacrosse flelds
for practices and games!

There is a strong need now for SHADED playgrounds for toddlers and preschoolers. The one at Laurel Springs is very nice but so
terribly hot in the summer months. The children cannot even use the slides because the plastic can burn them it is so hot.

I believe an artificial surface all-purpose field would be invaluable in developing our athletes in La Plata.

Would LOVE some type of spray ground or water park in the area.

Splash park

We need a public pool with slides and water toys now.

You really need an aquatic center, with safe zero depth pools for little kids, spray parks (similar to Cove Point). Also, playgrounds
that are shaded and enclosed by fences. It is very hard to keep an eye on multiple children when at your existing playgrounds.
Bensville is unshaded, White Plains is TOO shaded and wooded and feels unsafe, Laure] Springs is unshaded, it's impossible to
see you children when they climb into the play structure and the woods next to the playground are open (no fence) so someone
could easily wander into the trees or be snatched. Gilbert Run is nicely shaded at various times, but there is not a fence between
the playground and the water, making it very difficult to keep kids away from the water's edge.

Centralized, structured parking needed in town, in the vxcmty of courthouse/townhall, or thereabouts

A water park would be great. I also like the idea of a sprayground.




1 would love to see spraygroudisplash park...similar to Nicolette Park in St. Mary's or smaller, free, and more locations as those spread
throughout Arlington, VA

ADD A Splash park!!!

A spray ground and an outdooi waterpark would be amazing in LaPlata, because we have to travel so far to get to one. It also wouid
increase business all over LaPlata, by bringing in people from all over, possibly furture residents.

This Town is FILLED.with many moms with young children. A playground to satisfy the needs of these moms would be great.
Sprayparks are wonderful for these hot.days and to contain small children. Most of the moms have more than one child and it
hard to keep an eye on more than one when they are going in different directions at other larger parks. 1t would be nice to have a
park that would be easier for moms to "keep an eye" on their kids and built with little children in mind. '

YMCA-Bpys and Girls Club----multi purpose rec center for all ages!

The town itself has sidewalks for walking. 1 feel any trails will cause a security issue like waldorfs neighbor trails. ~ We really
enjoy Wills Park. It is in the open which is great but a restroom and shade would be wonderful!

My husband and I have an infant and we take frequent walks with her in the stroller. I would love to have someplace pretty to walk
with her, but there are no trails within walking distance, so instead we have to take walks through our neighborhood (Phoenix
Run) or into the town center, or we need to drive to some other place. I'm not sure whether there are any opportunities to develop
safe and-scenic places to walk near the town center, but it's one of the big things I feel is missing from that part of town. Iam
also in full support of any plans to bring a community/recreation center to the area of Phoenix Run. The kids in this
neighborhood would really benefit!

It would be great to have a swimming pool in the Clérks Run neighborhood. Also indoor tennis facility

no golf course, dog parks or pool we already have access to these opportunities near our community. We must coordinate facilities
and programs with the county so not to duplicate facilities and opportunites as well as contain costs.

Parking is needed in Downtown La Plata when events are held at Town Hall. In addition, parking is needed at the library.

* T have two young children (under 5) and 1 am always looking for activities to take them to. I frequently use programs through Charles
County Parks and Rec but feel that more programs could be offered (and closer to La Plata). During the summer, we frequent
the spraygrounds in St. Mary's County and Cove Point Pool in Calvert (great pool for all ages). If La Plata had something
similar, ] would be spending money inside the county rather than looking outside the county for activities.

Would love to see a sprayground for kids or community pool come to La Plata

1 have three under the age of 5 and we often find ourselves visiting sites out of the county such as Nxcolette Park's Sprayground and
Cove Point Pool during the summer months. It would really wonderful to-have spmething like that here to enjoy.

Extreme need for Spraygrounds!!!!!! Laurel Springs is great but the equipment gets so hot..... really a strong need for spraygrounds at

mulitple county and town of Laplata parks and rec areas.

The more people that live in La Plata, or visit La Plata, the more need we will have for additional parking facilities.

1t would be nice to have something family oriented. There was talk about a "sprayground,” that would be nice and it could use
"recycled water."

1 do understand why La Plata doesn't have an outdoor pool well suited for kids and families. A splash pool, like Cameron Run in
Calvert, would be wonderful. Little kids can't enjoy the current pools because they start out over three feet.

Parking badly needed at library, especially for families with small children for story time. Also, why do we not have a Sprayground
like St. Mary's County, or something like Cove Point Park pool in Calvert. It's time we had something like that. I would think
you could get the plans from either of those counties and implement them here. Especially with the Sprayground using recycled
water, and you could have it manned by kids fulfilling community service credits, and collect a fee for non-La Plata residents.
Allow La Plata residents free or a discounted rate access. 1 don't want all of the county using it for free if only La Plata residents
are paying for it. Also, you MUST work with the county to get some type of shade (awning, etc.) at Laurel Springs Park. It gets
so hot and sunny there that people can't stay and they leave.

I wou]d like to see the sidewalks extended further out from the downtown area so more people could walk or bike to downtown
LaPlata.

The space for parks and recreation areas needs to be included now, before growth happens.

Would LOVE to see a YMCA in LaPlata. Have been a member of several with gym facilities/pool/weightrooms and it is a wonderful
organization that provides camps in the summer and many programs for all ages!

Town Hall, Matula

Need A YMCA facility in the county. La Plata would be a good central location.

Downtown/"main street" area, such as a municipal or municipal/private partnership parking garage on the old Posey's Market lot on
Charles St. (just north of the Rescue Squad property.)

Downtown/"main street” area, such as a municipal or municipal/private partnership parkmg garage on the old Posey's Market lot on
Charles St. (just north of the Rescue Squad property.)

Lake Tilghman

Additional comments to question 10

Life in our county overall has become frightening and often it feels unsafe to be in the areas mentioned without a strong male person.
1am a woman 70 but very active. We all feel this way. Even the new walking trail along Rosewick. 1t is frightening to bike or
walk there. So maybe we need more police on motobikes, bikes, Segos.

need more lighting and more patroling

definitely need more lighting -- times are changing and we need to be more proactive

2




the jungle gyms at laure] springs are too hard to watch chlldren at. Should be fenced in and it is just hard to follow children. Plus not
enough shade.

Certain parks 1 would NOT visit after full daylight, Wills Pk for example, for the very reasons stated above.

T currently feel safe at the parks but I'm hearmg about more & more crimes being committed at them so am not as comfortable for my
wife & daughters.

My family spends a lot of time at the parks in La Plata. I have had to call the police for indecent exposure and have witnessed, or had
friends witness, disobedient teenagers on the equipment, as well as teenage drug use at the playgrounds.

Only use parks during the day.

I have been approached by a group of teenagers who appeared to be under the influence. In addition, I have felt unsafe due to
suspicious looking men hanging around the parks. More police patrols would be appreciated.

The La Plata Police Department does an excellent job of keeping our recreational facilities safe, and show an excellent presence in the
town.

I only use the parks where | feel safe.  ***HEMIOCK is a mess. I happen to know someone on the street and wondered why the
town paid for this "playset" for the.few kids on the street to destroy with ~NO~ supervision !  This is not a community location
at ALL! This should be relocated to the Town Grounds for use when the Town has events. The street is not safe and the
resident throw trash in the woods behind the park equipment.

The question.didn't let me answer anything other than a complete yes or a complete no. 1 generally feel safe when using the town's
parks, but some of them are isolated enough that 1 do feel a bit uneasy (even if I don't think I'm in any danger).

This is not on all the parks and not all the time but there are times that we are uncomfortable with the people that are hanging around
enve the park in our own neighborhood.

" Need more shaded areas at Laurel Springs . .

1 feel unsafe when-using the White Plain bike trail by myself and/or with my children because it is isolated.

We do not feel safe at White Plains park for reasons listed above. We no longer go there.

Probably just don't think of it often enough---tendency to use the recreation area around planned events

Additional comments to question 12

Cost -- effect on taxes. We pay so much now. The water/sewage rates are high. Perhaps more of the county taxes should go to -
incorporated towns.

where would the money come from to have a separate department?

if was maintained under the current taxes

Funds would be better spent elsewhere within the community.

I think the mix is nice, but there needs to be coordination and communication between the agencies,

1 would keep it simple. Ensure they have defined goals/jobs/frequency of the tasks to accomplish the goals.

yes, but it needs to be managed under the current tax rate with NO increases in our taxes or fees imposed to cover said dept.

what we have now works. why create another department and have to fund it through higher taxes.

there seems to be a lack of cohesiveness currently. It all needs to connect, literally and figuratively starting with a walk/run path on
both sides of street. This is fundamental for foot traffic, the success of retail and enjoyment of citizens. Benches, landscaping,
etc. Some redevelopment is needed of storefronts to bring them to the sidewalk is desperately needed as well, again,
cohesiveness.

Having one department would organize the youth sports more cohesively.

The cost would always have to be weighed.

start paying the police department on par with other agencies first,

The Public Facilities (outdoor sports) folks are fantastic (& 1 think deserve a raise!). The Recreational (indoor) folks seem to be as
___well. But creating a separate department to handle the growing need seems like a good idea to me.

1 think that implementing a Town recreation department may provide us with more safety and better equipment.

How about you slow the growth down, and don't let our small down turn into a urban dump?

as the town grows we need our own P&R dept. however is some dovetail with the county's program and facilities.

Tie with county programs.

1t would depend on the budget.

1 think a recreation building (like a YMCA) would be great and allow you to offer a wide range of programs.

Yes, I would love to see more activities and parks for kids and families in the La Plata area. There seems to be alot of kid friendly
activities and places in St Mary's and Calvert, I think Charles Co is missing out and it would be great for La Plata to take charge
for our community.

Laplata taxes are already so high.... if the budget could remain intact without a substantial increase 1 would be all for it.

Be smart and reasonable about it. Don't let the position just be another way to pay someone for not doing any work. And why not
encourage people in the town to volunteer to help with some things around town? Couldn't it help save some money, and allow
people to have some direct impact on their community by helping?

With our taxes going up and our home values falling the town of La Plata needs to up the ante and make this a more appealing place
" to live. A strong Parks/Rec program is key to that image. .

3




Ideally, the Town would have its own recreation department - properly staffed and funded - and also work in partnership with the
County when such partnership would be advantageous to all.

Ideally; the Town would have its own recreation department - properly staffed and funded - and also work in partnership with the
County when such partnership would be advantageous to all. ]

What could be done encourage you or members of your household to use parks and recreatlon
facilities in the Town of La Plata more often?

More parkland in the center of Town that is accessible from other points in town by walking,

A feeling of being safe first of all. It is not safe in Waldorf either. Maybe no where. One has to use common sense -- don' t g0 out
alone or even just a group of women, We are too close to DC and lower PG County. Generation Y is upon us -- Lord help us
when Generation Z hits the area and it won't be long! We have to plan for being unsafe -- it is a way of life now. So our
governments should do all they can to keep our neighborhoods safe.. .

More variety. More options for children under 2. Parks/Facilities in nice areas that are not in neighborhoods.
If more cultural and recreational activities were provided within the Town of La Plata.

more shade water lighting .
Put some trees at Laurel Springs!! More shade would be nice if possible.
Increase police presence, continually cleanliness, promote the parks/hours operations

planned activities

provide more shade at playgrounds

restrooms, some kind of beverage machines to get a cool drink.

There are enough parks, e.g., Gilbert Run, to use. They are wonderful.

marketing and advertising. Signage would help. add paths that connect park, town services, stores, etc. Need to look at other towns
as examples.

located in better areas plus didn't ever realize where some of them aré located
Need bicycle/walking trails that connect our neighboroods (Clarks Run),with Downtown La Plata and with the bicycle trail on

Roswick Road.

Safe Hiker/Biker paths. More gardens & picnic area therein. Possibly low-cost fitness classes; yoga, cardio-classes, etc.
I'm not sure because we always try to rent Will's Park when we have little parties like birthdays, baby showers, etc.

having events at them.

We use them a LOT already so I'm not sure you could do more to encourage us further, but I would like to see more softball, baseball,
& lacrosse fields as discussed that are good quality.

Advertise them more...hold some events. Make it fun.

Playgrounds that are completely fenced in. Some type of security to ensure that the rules and age appropriateness of the playgrounds
are being followed.

Shade and water in the summer. Too hot and kids cannot cool off, Equipment is too hot.

Build an aquatic center and a community center with indoor and outdoor meeting rooms, especially for children. Now, the only
option I know of in town to meet with a large group of small children is the building at Wills Park and the basement room in the

library. Neither of these spaces are welcoming or safe for little kids.

Sponsored activities at the parks

Having more shade for hot days and a place to cool off when extremely hot.

Sidewalks to parks so I could ride my bike or walk to them. And also keep safety in mind (lighting, police patrols, etc)
indoor facilities with air/lieating provided and organized activities for youth and adults

A sprayground would be amazing!!
more shade, sometimes it's difficult to watch multiple kids in such a big space. .

Police patroling to KEEP trouble makers away;

Signs pomtm g to parks and indicating whether/when they are open for use would encourage my famlly and other newcomers to enjoy
the area's facilities. Tighman Lake park is an example of a park that could benefit from clearer signs. There are no signs pointing
to the park; if you happen to discover that it exists, you might drive up only to see a sign that says only authorized vehicles may
drive up to the park; but then there are signs that indicate the park is open for use at one's own rigk! It's very confusing. We love
that park but are not sure-whether we're really allowed to go and enjoy it! I'd like to know where other parks are located and
which are open to the public. I also would like signs guiding me to the Clarks Run Nature Area (if it's meant for public
enjoyment) and other parks. If playgrounds at some areas (such as schools) are available for public use only-at certain times,
signs indicating that would also be helpful.

Better/easier to use community website

Hook the town to the Rosewick Bike trail and hook the Rosewick trail to the Indian head trail. Programs at the lake parks. Coordinate
school gyms with town programs. partnership with local private gym/fitness facilities in area to get town residents a better
reduced rate........ instead of building a town fitness center or community center............... let's not compete with the private
business community.




We use Laurel Springs a few times a week already.

More advertising of events and more events held at facilities.

Plan for activities

Sprayground areas.... more planned activities at the parks.

Include a spraygounds! More children oriented programs as well.

A swim club/splash pool would be an ideal summer activity and we would use it all the time.

Put some shade at Laurel Springs near the playground, install a Sprayground-like area forkids to cool off during the summer, ensure
the bathrooms are always open (little kids ALWAY'S have to go), and maybe the town shouid host events at each of the parks. 1
don't know where a lot of the parks listed above are, and I've lived in the county for 34 years and have 3 small children. And if
the town builds parks for which the town taxpayers pay, I think town residents should get a discount or free use, and non-town
residents (by photo ID and address verification) should have to pay a fee.

Events planned and promoted that are located at these venues, easier to get there by walking or cycling, and updated facx]mes atthe -
sites.

Planned events

Flyers , announcements on govt tv channel
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MEETING SUMMARY

‘Comprehensive Parks and Recreation Master Plan
Town of La Plata
Round Table Meeting
July 26, 2010

Location: ERM, 200 Harry Truman Parkway, Annapohs MD -
Meeting Attendees: Dan Mears, Town of La Plata :
Dave Jenkins, Town of La Plata
Jim Goldsmith, Town of La Plata (Parks and Recreation Board)
Debra Haiduven, City Takoma Park
Gary Mackes, Wicomico County
Phyllis Grover, Town of Aberdeen
Clive Graham, ERM
Derek Meyers, ERM
Dave Hyder, Municipal and Financial Services Group
Scott Scarfone, Oasis Design

Mr. Clive Graham convened the meeting at approximately 9:30 a.m. for a discussion of
the La Plata Parks and Recreation Master Plan. He welcomed the attendees and
distributed the agenda (Attachment I) and attendee contact list. He referred the attendees
to the contact list and indicated that a representative from the Town of Elkton was unable
to attend the meeting due to illness, and Hyattsville may arrive a few minutes late.

Clive continued to explain the geography of the town and the location of its parks -
facilities. .

Mr. Dan Mears discussed the Town’s purpose for undertaking a parks and recreation
master plan. These included the Town’s pressure for growth and the desire to evaluate
recreational needs and associated costs of providing such services. He noted that one
outcome of the study is to relate it to the Town’s recreation impact recreation fee

(87,500).

Ms. Phyllis Grover joined the meeting at approximately 9:45 a.m.

Dan noted that the FY2011 budget was the first budget to include a breakdown of
expenditures and costs associated with parks and recreation. He stated that parks and

recreation maintenance responsibilities were conducted by public Works personnel.

Mr. Dave Jenkins discussed the study and how it will help determme future needs in each
of the annexation areas.




Meeting Summary, pg. 2 : . July 26, 2010

- Clive asked representatives of the local governments to share some background about
their role and community. He distributed a profile of each community to the attendees
(Attachment 2).

Mr. Gary Mackes explained the differences between his department and La Plata. He
noted that Salisbury parks and facilities are jointly managed by Wicomico County He
questioned the Town’s reIat1onsh1p with Charles County.

Mr. Goldsmith noted staff from the Town and the County work cooperatively, but
political pressures sometimes create conflict between the elected officials.

Gary described his department and explained how Wicomico County achieves a sixty-
percent cost recovery by operating with a staff of 25 full time and 300 part time
employees. He stated that Wicomico County is nearly complete its thirty year program
achieving such milestones as operating a civic center and seeking to acquire final park
lands. The likeliness of repeating the County’s model today is difficult because of budget
pressures. He also discussed ways he has avoided political pressures to trim budgets
through creating a vested interest in parks and recreation from all parties in the County
(i.e. Police Commissioner, Delegates, non-profits).

Ms. Debra Haiduven explained Takoma Park and its urban setting within an area served
by the Maryland National Capital Park and Planning Commission. Due to these factors
her department’s role is primarily focused on recreation programrmng She noted that
residents from outside of Takoma Park commonly participate in the City’s programs
This has resulted in a resident and non-resident fee structure.

Phyllis discussed Aberdeen’s relationship with Harford County.and the Town’s park
facilities. These include a swimming club run by the Boys and Girls Club (maintained by
the City), and community/senior center. She also discussed problems with the Town’s
skatepark and inline hockey facility which has seen little use.

M. Scott Scarfone discussed the impacts of the economy on parks and recreation
budgets. He mentioned community center closures in Baltimore City.

Clive stated one of the key needs for La Plata is a swimming pool. He asked Phyllis on
the particulars of Aberdeen s pool. : :

Phyllis indicated the pool is jointly operated by the Town and Boys and Girls Club but
maintained by the City.

Gary suggested the Town carefully examine the finances of a pool. He indicated pools
can be a financial burden. He mentioned Wicomico County’s feasibility study results
which found that the only profitable type of pool would be an aquatics center with a wave
pool, and slides.




Meeting Summary, pg. 3 : ‘ July 26, 2010 |

Debra added that the only pools built today are aquatics centers as they can charge a
reasonable entry fee.

Mr. Dave Hyder and Mr. Jenkins discussed the pool offerings in Calvert County. These
include a privately operated pool in Chesapeake Beach and a new pool in Prince
Frederick.

Debra questioned the Town about its school facilities and suggested partnership with the
school board on future facilities. - '

The meeting attendees discussed the background on the Town’s recreation impact fee.
They also discussed the potential for litigation and what facilities revenues from the fee
may be used for.

Clive asked the meeting attendees for some last thoughts or recommendations for the
Town.

Phyllis suggested the Town build bridges with the County and partner on programming
activities. Debra concurred and reiterated her thoughts on working with the local schools.

Gary offered three approaches for management of the Town’s parks and recreation
facilities. He suggested a Town department might not the most desirable option. He
stressed the need to create a shared vision with the County. He liked the idea of parks
and recreation facilities being operated as an enterprise fund or from a separate tax
similar to Maryland National Capital Park and Planning Commission.

Lesson Learnt — Insight for the La Plata Master Plan

1. Budgets are tight and facilities need to be self-supporting to the greatest extent
possible. It has become harder to support subsides for recreation programs.
Recreation directors must not be seen as a drain on the tax base.

2. Towns want departments but must find models of working cooperatively with
counties. A dedicated department gives more control and staff that are fully
responsible and dedicated to the Town’s recreation assets.

3. Towns are generally too small to provide “special facilities” such as civic centers;
these are provided by counties.

4, Cooperation and coordination with organization and entltles must be the name of
the game.

5. Having a clear vision is vital. A program that the pubhc can get activated about
and rally should have short, medium and long-range Opthl’lS for 11nplementat1on
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Appendix D Wills Park Concept Plan Cost Estimate

D-1

{Preliminary Estimate of Costs
‘Wills Park - La Plata, MD
{Prepared by: Oasis Design Group
{Phase’ Item Unit Qty. Unit Price  Total Cost :
iDemo Existing Road SF 16500 $1.25  $20,625!
. Parking lot SF 4500 $1.25 $5,625:
Ball field (Fence and Backstop) LS 1 - $15,000 $15.000;
. Subtotal $41,250:
iPicnic Area Grading LS 1 $15,000 $15,000: -
: Large Picnic Shelters EA 1 $60,000 $60,000§
Small Picnic Shelters EA 6 $20,000 $120,000:
Entrance Drive (6" base, 3" wearing) SY 4,700 $29  $136,300!
Bioswales ) LS 1 $10,000 $10,000:
Entrance sign LS 1 $8,000 $8,000:
Seeding Sy 1,400 $4 $5,600
Trees/Shrubs LS 1 $50,000  $50,000:
Benches (30)/Trash Cans (10)/Tables ‘LS 1 $37,100 $37,100:
Security Lights @ Pavilions LS 1 $15,000 $15,000!
. Subtotal $457.000:
{Parking Lot Clearing and Grading LS 1 $10,000  $10,000:
’ Parking Lot (6" base, 3" wearing) SY 9,333 ° $29 $270,657f
Turn around SY 1,963 $29  $56,927:
Trees/Shrubs LS 1 $20,000  $20,000:
Subtotal $357.584:
Asphalt Trails (7' width includes .
‘Trail Network prep.) SY 24,222 $3  $72,666:
. Remove Vegetation LS 1 $20,000  $20,000:
Site Furniture LS 1 $20,000 _ $20,000:
Subtotal  $112.666!
:Amphitheater Remove Vegetation LS 1 $10,000  $10,000:
Concrete Seating LS 1 $55,000.  $55,000!
Seeding SY 20,000 $1  $20,000:
Signage LS 1 $5,000 $5,000:
Subtotal $90.000:
iDog Park Clearing and Grading LS 1 $15,000  $15,000:
Chain link fencing and gates LF 1,300 $27 $35,100:
Site Furniture - benches (4)/trash LS 1 $12,600 $12,600:
Water Fountain LS 1 $4,000 $4,000:
Seeding and Planting Sy 1,000 $4 $4,000:
Subtotal Phase 5 $70.700:
%Building addition Nature Center Building SF 3,000 | $250 $750,0003§
: Patio/Outdoor Classroom Paving SF 2,500 $8 $20,000¢
Subtotal $770.000.
Total All Phases $1,899,200§
Design (12% Construction)  $227,904:
20% Contingency ~ $379,840:
Grand Total $2,506,944
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?:_%m_ & Financial
Services Group

Comprehensive Parks and Recr
Fiscal Analysis

;, Presented by:
Clive Graham, ERM

David Hyder, MESG | | " October 13t 2010
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Municipal & Financial
Services Group

Conduct a fiscal analysis of the parks and recreation master plan considering:
Capital investments in land and infrastructure

‘Evaluation of available revenues sources to fund capital

Annual ,o@@.)mmbm expenses resulting from the parks plan

Evaluation of current and additional revenues available for funding

operating expenses
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Municipal & Financial
~ Services Group

Year of Park Construction

Size of Parks
Level of Impact Fee

Pace of development
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Municipal & Financial
Services Group

Expense
Type

Funding
Source

Parks and Recreation
Operating Expenses

Total Parks System Resident
Funded Expenses

Parks and Recreation

Capital Expenses

Projects Benefiting
Existing Residents
(Non-Growth)

Projects Benefiting
New Residents (Growth)

Developer
Contributions
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_

Municipal & Financial i .s.i
Services Group

) Summary

. Year of
Construction

New Parks and Recreation Facilities

Neighborhood Park 1

North of Route 6 (Rosewick Road
at Heritage Green Parkway)

Neighborhood Park 2

West side US 301, on or close to
Quailwood Parkway

Community Park 1

Heritage Green (Area 1D across
from elementary school site)

Community Recreation Center

Small or Large

Swimming Pool

Indoor or Indoor/Outdoor Pool

Oo.33cs:< Park 2

Town Center

2

Townwide walking/biking system

Existing Parks / Recreation Ar
Wills Park

80,600 linear feet of new/upgraded trails

Upgrades and Improvements

Tilghman .

Upgrades and Improvements
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._s%_o_cm_ & Financial
Services Group

1st Year

Costs

Operating

Summary

Cost
Recovery*

1st Year
Operating

Cosis

Cost
Recovery*

Parks Plan Operating Costs and Revenues

1st Year
Operating
Costs

Large

Cost
Recovery*

Center

Neighborhood _uqu 1 $90,000 2% $1 13,000 2% $135,000 2%
Neighborhood Park 2 $30,000 2% $37,000 2% $45,000 2%

Community Park 1 $50,000 2% $67,000 2% $84,000 2%

Community Recreation | ¢ /55 499 40% $430,000 40% $3,200,000

40%

Swimming Pool $226,000 80% $339,000 80% | $339,000 80%
Community Park 2 $8,000 25% $9,800 25% $12,000 25%
Town-wide walking / $9,000 0% $9,000 0% $9,000 0%
biking system

Wills Park Upgrade $63,000 2% $79,000 2% - $95,000 2%
Tilghman Upgrade $49,000 2% $49,000 2% $49,000 2%
Parks Department $56,000 0% $56,000 0% $56,000 0%

*Cost recovery from fees and charges at park location




dUE[Rg YSB) ANENUN))

050T 90T ot 8€0T €07 00T . 920C 20T 810T 10T 0102

. $
000°000°$
000°000°01$
- 000°000°ST$
000°000°07$
000°000°52$

000°000°0€$

TONV IV ISy TV LIdYD ALY ININND

(s99 4 yorduiy) SONUIAIY [ENdR)) comnr - spaaN [ende) [(enuuy syied [BI0],

¢ s

L
N
F F QA

L
Q
S

L
Q
&S

@
I\
&

&S S

L
N

L
Q
S

SRS J
S 9v A

i | I i i L] i .

. N -+ 000°000°C$

000°000°€$
000°000°%$
000°000°S$
000°000°9%
000°000°L$
000°000°8$

\

SHOANAATI TVIIdVD SA SHSNAdXH TV1IdVD

dnois) saoines
1oueuUl4 B [edoungy

WISAS Sy[rEd [ews - sisApeuy _Eoﬁ gseD pearden




Municipal & Financi
Services Group

$10,000,000
$8,000,000
$6,000,000
$4,000,000
$2,000,000
.

$25,000,000
$20,000,000
$15,000,000
$10,000,000

$5,000,000

$-

ysis - Medium Parks Syster

CAPITAL EXPENSES VS. CAPITAL REVENUES

Total Parks Annual Capital Needs == Capital Revenues (Impact Fees)
CUMULATIVE CAPITAI CASH BALANCE

2014 2018 2026 2030 2034 2038 2042 2046 2050
13

B Cumulative Cash Balance
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w i@ T | Operating Cash Flow Analysis - Large Parks System
Municipal & Financial i , , -
Services Group

OPERATING EXPENSES VS. OPERATING REVENUES

$14,000,000 -
$12,000,000
$10,000,000
$8,000,000
$6,000,000
$4,000,000 .
$2,000,000
%.. _ . | oL , C , i o w

. 2010 2014 2018 2022 2026 2030 2034 2038 2042 2046 2050

—==Total Annual Operating Expenses =0 Tota] Annual Operating Revenues

INCREASE PROPERTY TAX RATE TO m.GZU OPERATING COSTS

i 3 i E T ]
2010 2014 : 2034 2038 2042 2046 2050
, . ‘ N _ - 17




"AITATIBIO wmﬁwﬁﬁﬁmg surreys
1502 se ﬂuSw SUBIUI awsoﬁt Pa2NPAI 3] PO mumou mﬁ:uﬁu&o 1NN

398pnq s,UMO0 341 Jo u&ﬁm 1931e[ € 21mbai [im surIsAs yred a3 Iy

(005°2$)
u& 3oed Ul JUSIIND Y3 ﬁo@@% 10U Op susAs sy1ed wnrpaw pue [ews 3y |

'$3S00 gunerado
ﬁuoﬁ@om JO S9NUIAI [eUOnIppe 1mbai im twed sty yam ﬁuuﬁuo@mm $1S0D.

mmﬁﬁo&o 341 Inq walsAs syred a81e] e syr0ddns 997 30eduur JuLLmd Sy |

‘SoouEUl SUMOT

3] U0 uum%g JUEBDTJTUSTS B AT H?ﬁ Euuw%w syxed 973 Jo 3eIS PUR IZIS Y

dnouc) seoiies

w,ﬁ—”‘_”mz.—u.ﬁ—“ O 1ﬁm wggﬂum > wa &o [eroueul 3 edioiunyy







