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A. BACKGROUND: The Annotated Code of Maryland, Criminal Procedure Article, Title 

11, Subtitle 722 prohibits registered sex offenders from knowingly entering onto real 

property that is used for public or nonpublic elementary or secondary education; or real 

property where there is located a family child care home, child care home, or child care 

institution registered or licensed under Title 5, Subtitle 5 of the Family Law Article; and 

homes where informal child care, as defined in child care subsidy regulations adopted 

under Title 13A of the Code of Maryland Regulations, is being provided or will be 

provided to a child who does not reside there.    
 

This section of the law does not apply to a Registered Sex Offender who is a student or if 

the Registered Sex Offender’s child is a student or receives child care, if:   

 

1. Within the last year the registrant has been given specific written permission of the 

Superintendant of Schools, the local school board, the principal of the school, or the 

owner or operator of the registered family day care home, licensed child care home, 

or licensed child care institution, as applicable; and the registrant promptly notifies an 

agent or employee of the school, home, or institution of the registrant’s presence and 

purpose of the visit; or 

 

2. For the purpose of voting at a school on an election day in the State if the Registered 

Sex Offender is properly registered to vote and the Registered Sex Offender’s polling 

place is at the school.    

 

3. In addition, the law prohibits a person who enters into a contract with a county board 

of education or a nonpublic school from knowingly employing an individual to work 

at a school if the individual is a Registered Sex Offender.    

 

4. A person who violates this section of the law is guilty of a misdemeanor and on 

conviction is subject to imprisonment not exceeding 5 years or a fine not exceeding 

$5,000 or both. 

 

A. POLICY: The policy of the La Plata Police Department shall be to proactively enforce 

all laws regarding registered sex offenders by conducting immediate investigations in 

response to reports of suspected registered sex offenders entering onto the real property 
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of schools or licensed/registered child care facilities.  Based on the outcome of these 

investigations, those registered sex offenders found in violation of the law will either be 

arrested on the scene or charged via an Application for Statement of Charges, depending 

on the complexity of the investigation and time required to establish the elements of the 

offense. 

 

B. PURPOSE: The purpose of this policy is to provide specific and consistent guidelines 

for the Department’s response to complaints of suspected registered sex offenders 

entering onto the real property of schools and licensed/registered child care facilities. 

  

C.  OFFICER RESPONSIBILITIES:  

 

1. Any officer dispatched to a complaint regarding a suspected registered sex offender 

entering onto the real property of any school or licensed/registered child care facility 

shall immediately respond and initiate an investigation. 

 

2. Upon arriving at the school or licensed/registered child care facility, the investigating 

officer will use all lawful methods to verify the identity of the suspected registered 

sex offender, including identifying the jurisdiction in which the suspected registered 

sex offender is supposed to be registered; and the source of information used to 

identify the subject as a suspected registered sex offender.      

 

3. If reasonable suspicion exists to believe that the suspected registered sex offender is 

committing a violation, officers may detain the subject for a reasonable amount of 

time while conducting their on-scene investigation.  As part of the on-scene 

investigation, the investigating officer will check to see if the suspected sex offender 

has any open warrants.    

 

4. The investigating officer will remain cognizant of the fact that there are numerous 

sources of information regarding registered sex offenders, and there are no common 

standards as to what and how much identifying information is made available through 

the various sources.  Well-meaning complainants may call to report a registered sex 

offender violation based on only a common name obtained through one of many web 

sites or other sources of information.  Because of these “false positives,” investigating 

officers should remain courteous and discrete, and should be aware of the 

embarrassment and anger an innocent person could experience during the 

investigative process.  However, officers should never compromise officer safety.         

 

5. If the investigating officer determines the subject is not a registered sex offender, the 

officer will advise the complainant and no further action is necessary.    

 

6. If the investigating officer determines the subject is a registered sex offender, or 

cannot determine the subject’s status, the investigating officer will contact the 
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Criminal Investigation Unit (CIU) for guidance prior to taking any further law 

enforcement action.  Investigating officers will not make a warrantless arrest or make 

an application for a statement of charges related to a registered sex offender violation 

without approval from the CIU detective or commander. This does not prohibit the 

investigating officer from making an arrest if probable cause exists that another crime 

has been committed (other than the registered sex offender violation).     

 

7. If, after contacting the CIU detective, it cannot be determined if the subject of the 

investigation is a registered sex offender; or if an on-scene arrest is not made because 

additional investigation is required, the investigating officer will deny the subject 

further access to the school or licensed/registered child care facility, and will ensure 

the subject promptly departs the school or licensed/registered child care property.  In 

either case, the investigating officer will complete an incident report. 

 

8. If, after contacting the CIU detective, it is determined that an on-scene arrest will be 

made, the investigating officer will arrest the registered sex offender and transport 

him to Detention Center.   

 

D. CRIMINAL INVESTIGATION UNIT RESPONSIBILITIES  

 

1. Upon notification, the CIU detective or commander will immediately contact the 

investigating officer on the scene of the suspected registered sex offender violation. 

  

2. The CIU detective or commander will obtain the details surrounding the incident 

being investigated.  Sources of information available to the Sex Offender Registry, 

including the Maryland On-Line Sex Offender Registry, will be checked.  The CIU 

detective or commander will advise the investigating officer how to proceed based on 

available information.  

 

3. If further investigation is required, the CIU detective or commander will advise the 

investigating officer to obtain the information required for the incident report. 

 

4. If an on-scene arrest is warranted, the CIU detective or commander will advise the 

investigating officer to arrest the subject.  A CIU detective or commander will 

respond to assist the investigating officer with completing the charging documents, if 

necessary.    

 

5. The CIU Commander will assign all cases requiring follow-up investigations to a CIU 

detective.  

 

6. If the suspected incident occurred on the real property of a Charles County Public 

School, the school security office of the Charles County Board of Education shall be 

notified of the disposition of the incident. 
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7. REPORTING REQUIREMENTS  

 

1. If the on-scene investigation cannot determine if the subject is a registered sex 

offender, or if further investigation is required, the investigating officer will complete 

an incident report.  

 

2. If an arrest is made because of a Registered Sexual Offender violation, the 

investigating officer will complete an incident report.  

 

3. All incident reports, including those requiring further investigation, should include 

the following information: 

 

a. Who identified the suspected registered sex offender? 

 

b. Was the suspected registered sex offender still on the scene, or gone on arrival? 

 

c. How far into or onto the property did the suspected registered sex offender go? 

 

d. What are the names of the school or child care employees who were involved in 

the incident? 

 

e. What type of identification was presented by the suspected registered sex 

offender? 

 

f. Did the suspected registered sex offender make any admissions to being a 

registered sex offender on school property? 

 

g. Does the suspected registered sex offender have any children at the school or 

child care facility in question?  

 

h. Why did the suspected registered sex offender come to the school or child care 

facility? 

 

 

 

 

 

 


