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01 PURPOSE: To provide guidance to officers and 
supervisors in the decision making process of 
engaging in, continuing, and terminating vehicular 
pursuits. 
 
02 POLICY: Apprehending suspects is a high 
priority and paramount responsibility of the La Plata 
Police Department.  Supervisors and officers must 
continuously weigh the benefits of apprehending a 
suspect against the risk posed by a vehicular pursuit.  
It is the policy of the La Plata Police Department to 
limit pursuits to those circumstances where the 
suspect’s actions posed a dangerous threat to the 
community prior to the initiation of the pursuit.   The 
following procedures are meant to guide officers and 
supervisors as they weigh the need to protect the 
community by apprehend a fleeing suspect against 
the possibility of property damage, injury or loss of 
life. 
 
03 PROCEDURES: 
 
A:  Definitions: 
 
1. Vehicle Pursuit:  A pursuit is considered to be 

initiated when an officer makes an attempt to 
follow and pursue a vehicle when the driver has 
been signaled to stop and is resisting 
apprehension by maintaining or increasing the 
vehicle’s speed or makes other unexpected 
movements, or traffic law violations in a manner 
to elude the officer. 

 
2. Serious Felony:  a felony that involves the 

actual or threatened attack which an officer has 
reasonable grounds to believe could result or has 
resulted in death or serious bodily injury (e.g. 
first degree assault, armed robbery, murder). 

 
3. Roadblock:  any method, restriction, or 

obstruction utilized or intended for the purpose 
of preventing free passage of a fleeing motor 
vehicle on a highway in order to affect the 
apprehension of an actual or suspected violator 
in a motor vehicle.  The Department does not 
deploy forcible road blocks of any kind to stop a 
fleeing vehicle. 

4. Primary Pursuing Unit:  the police unit that 
initiates a vehicular pursuit or any unit that 
assumes control of the pursuit. 

 
5. Secondary Unit:  any other police vehicle 

involved in the pursuit acting as a backup for the 
primary pursuing unit. 

 
6. Marked Police Vehicle:  a police vehicle 

displaying the emblems of the Department, and 
equipped with audible siren and roof mounted 
exterior emergency lights. 

 
7. Unmarked Police Vehicle:  any other police 

vehicles than described above. 
 
8. Shift Supervisor:  the officer assigned to 

monitor and who is ultimately responsible for the 
vehicular pursuit, and who will insure proper 
reporting of the incident. 

 
9. Terminate Pursuit:  a decision by the primary 

unit or Shift Supervisor to discontinue the 
vehicular pursuit. 

 
10. Major Jurisdictional Boundaries:  the border 

of any state or the District of Columbia.  
(CALEA 42.2.2.h) 

 
11. Tire-Deflating Device:  a device with hollow 

spikes that, when placed in the path of a vehicle, 
punctures the tires and causes a gradual deflation 
of one or more tires allowing the vehicle to come 
to a controlled stop. An alternative to stopping a 
vehicle being pursued is the use of a tire-
deflating device.
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B:  Initiating a Pursuit: (CALEA 41.2.2.a) 
 
1. A pursuit is considered to be initiated when an 

officer makes an attempt to follow and pursue a 
vehicle when the driver has been signaled to stop 
and is resisting apprehension by increasing the 
vehicle’s speed or makes other unexpected 
movements or traffic law violations in a manner 
to elude the officer. 

 
2. Pursuits initiated by an officer in an unmarked 

police vehicle will relinquish their position as 
primary police vehicle, as soon as practical, to a 
marked police vehicle.  As soon as a marked 
backup unit arrives for the marked primary unit, 
the unmarked unit shall remove themselves from 
the pursuit.  (CALEA 41.2.2.d) 

 
3. Initiating (or continuing) a pursuit shall only be 

authorized when an officer has reason to believe 
the suspect has committed one of the following 
types of offenses:  (CALEA 41.2.2.g) 

 
• Murder/Manslaughter 
• Rape 
• Carjacking 
• Armed Robbery 
• Kidnapping/Abduction 
• Unlawful shooting, stabbing, assaulting etc., 

with intent to maim, disfigure, or disable; as 
set forth in the Maryland Criminal Law 
Article.  This does not include pursuits for 
unlawful flight to avoid apprehension for a 
minor misdemeanor crime.  

• Firearm violations as set forth in the 
Maryland Criminal Law Article. 

• Vehicle theft of a marked emergency vehicle  
• Hit and run personal injury or fatal 

collisions. 
 
Deciding to pursue is always a process of weighing 
the hazards being created by the pursuit against the 
hazards being created by the violator; good judgment 
in weighing these risks is essential.  The seriousness 
of the offense involved does not lessen the officer’s 
liability and/or duty to all persons, including fellow 
officers and him/her self, to drive with due regard for 
the safety of all persons.  The following list includes 
factors that an officer should consider before 
initiating or continuing a pursuit, or that the Shift  
 
Supervisor should consider in allowing a pursuit to 
continue or terminated: 
 

a. Is the violator’s identity known, or likely to 
become known through other investigative 
measures? 

 
b. What are the traffic conditions present? 

(Vehicular and Pedestrian) 
 

c. What are the weather conditions present? 
(Snow, rain, etc.) 

 
d. Are there other environmental conditions 

affecting the pursuit? (Construction, 
neighborhood, active school crossings, 
congested areas) 

 
e. Are there problems with the officer’s vehicle 

that could make a pursuit operation 
unnecessarily hazardous?  (Steering, brakes, 
suspension, etc.) 

 
f. Are the violator’s speed or other actions so 

hazardous as to make further pursuit 
unnecessarily hazardous? (Driving against 
traffic flow, speed in excess of twice the 
posted speed limit) 

 
g. Are there alternatives, such as a helicopter 

available? 
 

NOTE:  A pursuit shall be terminated anytime 
the incident fails to comply with the criteria set 
forth in 03.B.3 or when personnel, 
environmental or other circumstances where the 
risk of the pursuit outweighs the capture of 
suspect.  

 
C. Continuing the Pursuit:  As new factors are 

learned, officers should re-evaluate the situation 
and decide if the pursuit should be maintained.  
Pursuits shall continue across Major 
Jurisdictional Boundaries only in cases of 
felonies or suspected felonies.  In situations 
where the suspect is apprehended outside of the 
State of Maryland, the suspect will be remanded 
to the custody of the appropriate jurisdiction.  
(CALEA 41.2.2.a)(CALEA 41.2.2..h) 

 
D. Pursuits Initiated by Other Agencies:  Officers 

shall not routinely become involved in another 
agency’s vehicular pursuit, unless circumstances 
reasonable dictate the need for assistance.  At no 
time, except as listed below, will a La Plata 
officer become the primary pursuing unit in 
another agency’s pursuit.  Participation in the 
pursuit is restricted to being a backup for the 
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safety of the primary officer.  (CALEA 
41.2.2.a)(CALEA 41.2.2.h) 

 
Exceptions: 

 
La Plata officers may become the primary 
pursing unit for an allied agency’s pursuit when: 
 
1. Any of the offenses listed in Section B.3 are 

met; and, 
 

2. The allied agency’s vehicle becomes 
disabled or involved in a collision; and/or, 
 

3. The allied agency’s pursuit vehicle is an 
unmarked cruiser or rental and assuming the 
lead of the pursuit does not involve any 
undue risk to the officer or public. 
 
NOTE:  At the first reasonable opportunity 
when a marked cruiser from the allied 
agency is available to safely assume the lead 
of the pursuit the La Plata Officer is to 
relinquish the primary position.   

  
E. K-9 Handlers In Pursuits:  A La Plata Police 

K-9 handler may entered into the pursuit of an 
allied agency when all of the other parts of this 
policy are met and under the following 
circumstances: (FUTURE) 

 
1. The pursuing allied agency has requested a 

K-9 team via police radio or phone call 
through the Communications Unit; and, 

 
2. The crime for which the suspect is being 

pursued would allow the K-9 handler to 
deploy his partner under La Plata Police 
policies and procedures; and, 

 
3. There is not a known K-9 handler from an 

allied agency already actively involved in 
the pursuit.  

 
F. Primary Units Responsibilities:  (CALEA 

41.2.2.b) 
 

1. The responsibility for the decision to initiate 
a vehicular pursuit rests with the individual 
officer.  The officer initiating a pursuit shall, 
in all cases, notify Communications as soon 
as practical that a pursuit is in progress and 
provide the following information: 

 
a. Police unit identification; 

b. Location and direction of travel; 
 

c. Vehicle description, including license 
number if known 

 
d. The specific reason of the pursuit, 

including known or suspected laws 
violated; 

 
e. Number of occupants, if discernible. 

 
2. Failure to provide adequate information will 

be cause for the Shift Supervisor to order 
termination of the pursuit.  Adequate 
minimum information is defined as location 
and direction of travel, and reason for the 
vehicular pursuit.  (CALEA 41.2.2.g) 

 
3. The initiating or primary unit bears 

operational responsibility for the pursuit.  
 

4. The authority of the primary unit pertains to 
the immediate field operation and is, at all 
times, subordinate to the Shift Supervisor. 

 
5. The primary unit may maintain pursuit as 

long as it is safe to do so, or until directed to 
terminate the pursuit by the Shift 
Supervisor, or the vehicle is stopped. 

 
6. Once a pursuit has been terminated officers 

will not follow the suspect vehicle. Officers 
shall, at the first safe location return from 
the pursuit or change direction. 

 
G. Secondary Unit Responsibility:  (CALEA 

41.2.2.c) 
 

1. Assistance will be coordinated by 
Communications under the direction of the 
Shift Supervisor. 

 
2. The active vehicular pursuit will normally 

involve not more than three units: the 
primary unit, one backup unit, and a canine 
unit.  If more assistance is specifically 
requested, the amount will be determined 
by: 

 
a. Nature of offense; 

 
b. Number of suspects; 
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c. Whether the participating units have 
more than one officer;  
 

d. Other clear and articulated facts that 
would warrant the increased hazard. 

 
3. Only the Shift Supervisor may authorize 

more than three units in active pursuit.  All 
other units will remain aware of the 
direction and progress of the pursuit but 
shall not actively participate, and shall not 
respond or parallel the pursuit on adjacent 
streets unless specifically authorized to do 
so. 

 
4. The secondary unit, upon joining the pursuit, 

shall immediately notify Communications of 
its identity.  If the primary unit is a one 
person unit, the secondary unit may assume 
radio communications responsibility, 
allowing the primary unit to devote full 
attention to driving. 

 
5. The secondary unit will maintain a safe 

distance behind the primary unit, but close 
enough to render backup assistance if and 
when required. 

 
6. Assisting units shall, at all costs, avoid 

intersecting the path of an on coming high-
speed vehicle. 

 
7. Under no circumstances will all on-duty 

units leave the Town to engage in a pursuit. 
 
H. Communications Responsibilities:  (CALEA 

41.2.2.e) 
 

1. Receive and record all incoming information 
on the pursuit and pursued vehicle. 

 
2. Immediately notify the Shift Supervisor 

when a pursuit is initiated. 
 

3. Dispatch available on-duty canine unit to the 
pursuit. 

 
4. Clear radio channel of any unnecessary 

traffic and advise all other units that a 
pursuit is in progress, providing all relevant 
information. 

 
5. Perform relevant record and motor vehicle 

checks. 
 

6. Control all radio communications during the 
pursuit. 

 
7. Coordinate assistance from other agencies. 

 
8. Continue to monitor the pursuit until it has 

been terminated. 
 
H.  Supervisory Responsibilities:  (CALEA 

41.2.2.f) 
 

1. The Shift Supervisor has the ultimate 
authority and responsibility in vehicular 
pursuit situations unless relieved by a 
command level officer. 

 
2. Upon being notified of the pursuit, the Shift 

Supervisor shall assure the following: 
 

a. The appropriate number of units are 
involved in the pursuit; 
 

b. Canine has been dispatched; 
 

c. Affected allied agencies are being 
notified; 

 
d. Determine if a helicopter is needed and 

if so request one from an allied agency; 
 

e. Determine if a tire deflating device 
should be deployed 

 
3. The Shift Supervisor will continue to direct 

the vehicular pursuit, and approve or order 
alternative tactics such as the use of tire 
deflating devices, as well as, maintain control 
until the pursuit is terminated.  In absence of 
adequate information from the primary or 
backup unit, the Shift Supervisor will order 
termination of the pursuit.  (CALEA 
42.1.1.g) 

 
4. As with any tactical field problem, it is not 

necessary that the Shift Supervisor be 
physically present in order to begin 
coordination and assert control of the pursuit. 

 
5. The Shift Supervisor will proceed to the 

termination point to provide guidance and 
necessary supervision. 

 
6. The Shift Supervisor will ensure that a Motor 

Vehicle Pursuit Report is completed by the 
end of the shift and upon his/her 
endorsement will forward the report via the 
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chain of command to the Office of the Chief 
of Police.  A copy of the Motor Vehicle 
pursuit report will also be forwarded to the 
Support Services Supervisor. 

 
7. The Shift Supervisor will ensure that if a tire-

deflating device was deployed that the 
deploying officer restocked the quills and has 
the unit ready for another deployment. 

   
I. Emergency Vehicle Operation and Tactics 
 

1. Offensive Tactics - In the course of the 
vehicular pursuit, deliberate contact between 
vehicles or forcing the pursued vehicle into 
parked cars, ditches, or any other obstacle, 
heading off, ramming, or driving alongside 
the pursued vehicle while it is in motion 
shall be prohibited, except in a situation 
where deadly force would be authorized.  

 
2. Caravaning – There shall be no caravaning 

by field units not directly involved in the 
immediate pursuit. 

 
3. Passing - There shall be no attempt by 

officers to pass other field units involved in 
the pursuit unless the primary unit cannot 
keep pace and the physical condition of the 
roadway allows safe passage. 

 
4. Spacing - All units in the vehicular pursuit, 

whether the vehicle in front of the unit is the 
suspect or another police vehicle, shall space 
themselves at a distance that will ensure 
proper braking and reaction time in the 
event the lead vehicle stops, slows, or turns. 

 
5. Controlled Access Highways - Officers shall 

not pursue suspects the wrong way on 
interstate or other controlled access 
highways or divided roadways. 

 
6. Traffic Control Devices - Extreme caution 

must be used whenever officers disregard 
traffic signs and signals, even though 
statutes specifically permit such conduct.  
Officers shall make use of all available 
warning devices to alert other motorist and 
pedestrians. 

 
7. Pursuit Interruption Techniques (PIT):  

Pursuit interruption techniques, or as they 
are more commonly known as the PIT 
Maneuver are prohibited. 

  

8. Roadblocks - the use of stationary, moving, 
circle system and/or roadway barrier 
roadblocks to end a vehicular pursuit are 
prohibited.  

 
J. Procedures for Use of a Tire-Deflating Device:  

(CALEA 41.2.3) 
 

1. When initiated, the Shift Supervisor shall 
monitor the progress of the vehicle pursuit.  
The Shift Supervisor will determine if a tire-
deflating device will be used based on road 
and traffic conditions at the time of the 
vehicular pursuit and information provided 
by the pursuing officer. (CALEA 41.2.3.a & 
d) 

 
2. A tire-deflating device will only be deployed 

with the safety of the deploying officer can 
be reasonably certain of his/her safety.  
Bridge abutments, “Jersey” walls and large 
trees can provide a measure of safety for a 
deploying officer.   
 

3. When possible measures should be taken to 
divert other traffic from the area where the 
tire deflating device is to be used to prevent 
unnecessary damage to other vehicles. 
(CALEA 41.2.3.b) 

 
4. The exact location, to include lane, of the 

deployed tire-deflating device will be 
communicated to the Communications 
section and all pursuing vehicles.  (CALEA 
41.2.3.b) 

 
5. At no time will a tire-deflating device be 

used when a pursuit involves a motorcycle 
or a vehicle carrying known hazardous 
materials.  (CALEA 41.2.3.b) 

 
6. On interstate highways, the tire-deflating 

device should not be placed in the roadway 
near an exit ramp. (CALEA 41.2.3.b) 

 
7. The tire-deflating device will not be used as 

a hand weapon at any time. 
 

8. Once the tire-deflating device has been 
deployed it shall be immediately reloaded 
with quills.  (CALEA 41.2.3.b) 

 
9. Care and Maintenance-the tire deflation 

device issued by the Department shall be 
kept in the trunk of designated patrol 
cruisers.    
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10. At successful deployment of a tire-deflating 
device, the on-duty Shift Supervisor will 
respond to the scene and assume control.  
The Shift Supervisor will ensure 
photographs are taken of any property 
damage caused by the tire-deflating devices.  
(CALEA 41.2.3.d) 

 
11. Any deployment of a tire-deflating device, 

whether successful or unsuccessful, will be 
detailed in the Motor Vehicle Pursuit 
Report.  (CALEA 41.2.3.e) 

 
K. Training: 
 

1. Officers are encouraged to sign up for 
departmentally approved training in the 
operation of emergency vehicles and pursuit 
driving.  Such training is posted on the 
Department training board when available. 

 
2. The authorization to carry and/or use a tire-

deflating device is granted by the 
Department to officers based upon the 
completion of specified training and 
demonstrated competency.  (CALEA 
41.2.3.c) 

 
L. Motor Vehicle Pursuit Report 
 

It shall be the policy of the Department to 
document all pursuits.   It shall be the 
responsibility of the initiating officers to 
complete a Motor Vehicle Pursuit Report to be 
reviewed by the Shift Supervisor who monitored 
the pursuit.   (CALEA 41.2.2.b)(CALEA 
41.2.2.i) 

 
A. Motor Vehicle Pursuit Report Administrative 

Review:  (CALEA 41.2.1.i) 
 

1. Upon review of the Vehicle Pursuit Report, 
the Shift Supervisor shall determine whether 
Department policies were followed or if 
there were any other notable issues such as 
training or equipment failures. 

 
2. If the Shift Supervisor finds no violations of 

policy he/she will sign the Motor Vehicle 
Pursuit Report and forward it to the 
appropriate Division Commander with 
his/her comments. 

 
3. The Division Commander or his/her 

designee shall review the Motor Vehicle 
Pursuit Report and the comments forwarded 

by the Shift Supervisor.  If the Division 
Commander agrees that no policies were 
violated, the Division Commander shall sign 
the Motor Vehicle Pursuit Report and 
forwarded it to the Office of the Chief of 
Police for review. 

 
4. The Chief of Police or his/her designee shall 

review all Motor Vehicle Pursuit Report and 
the Shift Supervisor’s and Division 
Commander’s comments. If the Chief of 
Police concurs with the Vehicle Pursuit 
Report, he/she will sign the report and file 
the original Motor Vehicle Pursuit Report in 
his/her office. 

 
5. At any stage in the administrative review 

process, the Shift Supervisor, the Division 
Commander or his/her designee or Chief of 
Police or his/her designee may initiate an 
investigation if he or she feels Department 
policies were not adhered to.  

 
6. Endorsement of the reports with a signature 

shall reflect that the reviewing Shift 
Supervisor or Division Commander is in 
agreement that Department policy was 
adhered to.  Should the Shift Supervisor or 
Division Commander not be in agreement a 
memorandum shall be attached to the Motor 
Vehicle Pursuit Report and forwarded 
through the chain-of-command.  The Chief 
of Police or his/her designee shall determine 
who shall investigate the possible breach of 
policy. 

 
7. Reviewers should keep in mind whether 

training, policy or equipment or discipline 
issues need to be addressed. 

 
8. If training, policy or equipment issues are 

noted, the Chief of Police shall notify the 
Administrative Services Division 
Commander to ensure appropriate action is 
taken. 

 
M. Data Analysis:  (CALEA 41.2.2.j) 
 

1. Annually, the Pursuit Review Committee 
will prepare an Annual Pursuit Report 
(analysis) for the Chief of Police detailing 
and documenting information gathered from 
the Motor Vehicle Pursuit Reports.  The 
report will contain statistical information on 
the pursuits, needs for changes in the pursuit 
policy, and address training issues. 


	H.  Supervisory Responsibilities:  (CALEA 41.2.2.f)

