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Downtown Community Survey – Results 

 

1. Which best describes where you live? 

 

2. Which best applies to you?  
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3. How often do you visit the La Plata Farmer’s Market?  

 

4.  How do you travel to and from downtown La Plata?  
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5. How often do you typically visit downtown shops, restaurants or events? 

 

6. What do you feel best describes the parking in downtown? 
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7.  What route do you usually take to enter downtown La Plata? 

 

8. What kinds of items would you purchase in downtown La Plata if available? 
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9. Which best describes why you visit downtown La Plata? 

 

10.  When do you typically visit downtown La Plata?  
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11.  What do you think the Town should do to improve walkability of the Downtown? 

 

12. What do you think the Town could do to improve your experience as a customer? 
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13.  What kinds of visitors should we be trying to attract to downtown La Plata? 

 

14. What suggestions do you have to encourage more bicycling in downtown La Plata?  
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15. Do you feel comfortable when traveling in downtown La Plata?  

a. Crossing a busy street 

 

 

b. Walking along sidewalks 
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c. Walking from parking lots to businesses 

 

 

d. Riding a bicycle 
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e. Driving a vehicle 

 

 

f. Walking to and from Park N Ride 
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16. What kinds of events, if held in downtown La Plata would you likely attend?  

 

17. Do you feel safe from crime in downtown La Plata?  
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18. What types of uses should be located in the downtown? 

 

 

19. Rank the following key concepts from the 2002 Downtown Plan in order of importance today (1 being the highest and 

10 the lowest) 

      New Street Connections 3 2 10 4 3 1 9 3 9 5 5 3 10 1 5 2 1 1 4 1 8 3 
      New and improved streetscapes 4 4 1 5 4 3 9 2 2 4 1 5 5 2 1 2 1 4 4 4 5 4 

      More civic and government 

facilities 5 10 9 6 2 4 9 5 8 4 6 6 10 4 6 3 3 6 10 5 5 5 

      More retail, office and housing 

uses 2 3 8 2 6 2 9 6 7 3 4 4 5 3 2 1 1 2 1 6 5 2 

      Relocate industrial uses 6 5 8 3 5 5 9 4 6 2 3 2 1 10 3 4 10 3 2 2 2 6 

      Keep the library in Downtown 1 1 7 1 1 6 9 2 1 1 2 1 5 3 4 6 2 5 3 3 1 1 
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20. Do you think the Design Review Board has been effective in improving the design and aesthetic of downtown 

buildings? 

 

Why have they been effective or not?  

• No continuity 

• Small Town feel is not here.  

• Somewhat. Some old shopping centers should be convenient to update.  

• Unsure 

• The buildings are aesthetically pleasing.  

• Somewhat 

• The Town Hall is a good central point 

• A lot of the businesses have drawn me to want to take a picture. 

• Unknown 

• Update, restore 

• Unknown 

• The buildings look fine. 

• They have become more modern 
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21. Would you be interested in taking part in a Main Street or historic preservation program?  

 

22. Do think the library should remain in the downtown? 

 

23. If you do not think the library should remain downtown, where do you think it should be located? 

• Right where it is at. If it is to be moved, move it into an area that has vacant buildings and re-purpose these.  

• By lower parking lot of Court House (Talbot Street) 

• Remain – Update 

• Just renovate 

• If moved, then to house on St. Mary’s Avenue 
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• More central to downtown, near Town Hall or Courthouse.  

• Convenient to 301 

• Downtown! 

• I love being able to walk with my kids to Storytime/library 

 

24.  What is your fondest memory of an experience in downtown La Plata? 

a. Enjoyed plays at Playhouse 

b. Concerts in summer 

c. Good programs at library, just an old building 

d. Like charm of La Plata 

e. Concerts 

f. Eating dinner with my family downtown and taking a walk around with them. 

g. Friday night concerts  

h. Being caught in the tornado 2002 

i. Town Events 

j. The Farmer’s Market 

k. Casey Jones, PTP, Shop La Plata, Town Concerts 

l. We love summer concerts! 

m. Concerts at the Green Turtle 

n. Riding bikes to eat dinner with my son.  

o. Farmers Market, Hospital 

p. Only been here 7 years, still new 

q. I received an award at a festival. 

r. Events at Town Hall.   

s. The farmers market food.  

t. We enjoy walking through all the shops as a family.  

Let us know any other thoughts or ideas you may have for the Downtown or the Comprehensive plan 

update: 

• Fix the sidewalk issues. 

• Fix Route 6 within the Town.  

• Better property maintenance – Example need sidewalks all around Town.  
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• Less loitering at Dash-in 

• There is a lot to do, I just don’t know if until I am searching for something on the internet and 

its located in La Plata.  

• Please attract more retail/dining in the downtown area. Way too much shopping center 

development along 301.  

• This is regarding the Comprehensive Plan. Please ensure that Sagepoint Sr. Living Services 

parcel is viewed like UMM Charles Regional with special considerations to develop and meet 

future needs or our elder population.  

• We love attending family oriented events! 

• More community oriented businesses to bring in more revenue to local people.  

• Have more spaces for community events.  

• Downtown should be connected to the neighborhoods for easy walking access.  
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